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From the President’s Desk  

By Rich Piper 

I’d like to wish everyone Happy Holidays!   

Even in this holiday season, we remain busy with political campaigns.  

Many of our members are engaged in Alex Sink’s race to represent 
District 13 in the U.S. House of Representatives.  The special general 

election for this seat will be on March 11, so we have little time to lose.  
Alex came to our last meeting on November 18 to seek our support and 
opened her headquarters at 2325 Ulmerton Road, Suite 23, on Saturday, 

November 23, with a large crowd of supporters in attendance.  Since 
then, we’ve been making phone calls, entering data and preparing for a 

barrage of campaign activities.  The eyes of the nation will be on Pinellas 
County, since this will be a major election in a swing district and will be 

viewed by analysts as a harbinger of what is to come in the 2014 
elections in November.  To get involved in Alex’s campaign, please call 
her headquarters at 727-710-6493 or visit www.alexforcongress.com.  

Another important election will be for the Florida Senate seat in District 
22.  In this district that is closely balanced between the Democrats and 

Republicans in registration, Democrat Judithanne McLauchlan is 
seeking to replace the ultraconservative Republican incumbent, Jeff 
Brandes.  Judithanne is holding a fundraiser from 7-9 p.m. on Thursday, 

December 12, at the Daiquiri Shak on Madeira Beach.  I encourage you to 
attend or, if you cannot, to at least make a contribution online at 

www.votejudithanne.com.   You can also sign up there to volunteer in her 
campaign. 

At our last meeting, our main speaker was Rep. Dwight Dudley, who is 

seeking re-election in 2014 and deserves our strong support.  Rep. 
Dudley has been in the forefront of efforts to stop Duke Energy from 

imposing fees on us, its customers, to pay for its nuclear mistakes.  He 
addressed that and a number of other issues in his highly informative 
address to our club members.   Largo Mayor Pat Gerard, who is now 

running for the Pinellas County Commission, and Communications 
Workers of America Union leader Steve Sarnoff, who is seeking a Florida 

House seat in District 67, also spoke at our meeting and asked for our 
support in their campaigns.   

As usual in December, our club will be holding a Potluck Holiday Party in 

lieu of a regular meeting.  This year, our Vice President, Lois Fries, has 
kindly offered to host us at her home, at 1915 Cove Drive, Largo 33774, 

on Saturday, December 14, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  Please prepare a dish 
to share and join us for this festive occasion.  If you’re still wondering 
what to bring, Lois says to do some appetizers.  
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REMINDER  

NEXT MEETING of 
the Largo-Mid-Pinellas 

Democratic Club.  

DATE: Jan. 20, 2013 

TIME:  7:00 PM 

PLACE:   

ACROPOL RESTAURANT,  

1170 Starkey Road,  

Largo 

or email Rich at 

rpiper3404@aol.com 
 

 

Visit our website at: 

www.largodemocrats.com  

http://www.alexforcongress.com/
http://www.largodemocrats.com/
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Also on December 14, at 5:00 p.m., the Largo Citizens for Sensible Gun 
Laws, led by Elizabeth and Rod Snedeker, both highly active in our club, 

will be sponsoring a Candlelight Vigil on Indian Rocks Beach, at the 25th 
Ave. access point.  I encourage members to attend this event, in memory 

of the victims of the shooting at Newtown on the first anniversary of that 
tragedy, before attending the Holiday Party.  

 Another major club effort at this holiday season is the project of our 

Outreach Committee, headed by Charlotte Maas and Ginny Nelson, to 
provide gifts of clothing for the homeless.  If you are interested in 

donating to this project or helping in other ways, please contact Charlotte 
as Elizabe7ma@aol.com or Ginny at grn22srm6@yahoo.com.   

I hope to see you at one or more of the above events during the holiday 

season.  

Club Christmas Party at Lois’s 

  
Ginny Nelson, Mark Hanisee, Christine Laramie and 
Theresa Piper at the Christmas party 

 

Alex Sink made a stop at the party to enjoy the 
bounty of food and dessert, with Rich. 

  

 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Lois Fries 
Loisfries@gmail.com 

 

LAYOUT EDITOR 

Wanda Schwerer 
admin@largodemocrats.com  

 

PHOTO EDITOR 

Heidi Sanchez 
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Calendar of Events 

   

 Pinellas County Democratic Party Hispanic Caucus Tuesday  Dec. 17     6:00 PM – TBD Sentinel Building 
Conference Room, 300 S. Duncan Ave.(crosses Gulf to Bay) Clearwater  

Greater Tarpon Springs Democratic Club   Monday Nov. 18 7:00 PM – TBD  Walton Community Center--
Tarpon Springs--400 S. Walton St., Tarpon Springs 

St. Pete Dems Club Meeting Wednesday Jan 1, 2014 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM Dining Rm of Hilton Hotel, St. Pete. 
333 1st St. S.   Contact Mike Fox to RSVP. tampabaydemocracy@yahoo.com 

 Gulfport Dems Club Meeting Monday, January 06, 2014 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM    Meeting location changes each 
month.  Please e-mail info.gulfportdems@gmail.com 

 PCDEC Executive Board Meeting  Wednesday, January 08, 2014  7:00 PM - 9:00 PM  Democratic Headquarters 

  Greater Pinellas Democratic Club Meeting Thursday, January 09, 2014   6:00 PM - 8:30 PM   Banquet Masters. 
8100 Park Blvd, Pinellas Park 

 General DEC Meeting of the Pinellas Democratic Executive Committee  Thursday, January 09, 2014 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Democratic Headquarters 

 South St. Pete Democratic Club Meeting   Saturday, January 11, 2014 11:00 AM – TBD Sanderlin Center, 2250 
22nd Ave S.   For more information contact: Club President Norma Roberts 727-894-1355 

 Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club Meeting  Monday, January 20, 2014  7:00 PM - 8:30 PM  Acropol 
Restaurant, 1170 Starkey Rd., Largo 

 Pinellas County Democratic Party Hispanic Caucus  Tuesday, January 21, 2014 6:00 PM – TBD   

2250 First Avenue North., St. Petersburg, FL 33713 (727) 327-2796 

  

  

More Information available at: http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/calendar.asp?nDate=1%2F1%2F2014 

PCDEC News 

DEC Holiday Party 

On Dec. 7, the DEC sponsored a 

fundraiser/party/candidate forum/all around 
good time at the VFW Hall in St. Petersburg.  

The turkey and ham were delicious, as was the 
mac ‘n cheese and salad.  It was comfort food 
for those of us who feel comfortable with our 

Democratic friends above almost anyone else.  
We can argue, debate, agree, raise issues, 

work for the party and its candidates, but we 
really all think alike when it comes to what we 
believe politics and government is about and 

what it can do.  In this Holiday Season, let’s 
try to remember that we have more in 

common than not, any Democrat is better than 
any Republican (especially now) and we must 

stop the pettiness and bickering with each 
other.  On the other hand, we are Democrats, 
and perhaps it’s too much to ask.   

Here are a few photos of the party, but Heidi, 
our photographer wasn’t there, so these are 

not really good.  Enjoy them anyway, and look 
on the website for more. 

 

 

 

http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/events.asp?EventId=4293&nDate=12%2F17%2F2013
http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/events.asp?EventId=4378&nDate=11%2F18%2F2013
mailto:info.gulfportdems@gmail.com
http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/calendar.asp?nDate=1%2F1%2F201
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Elected officials gathered at the DEC holiday party. 

A contingent from the Largo Club 
attended the Stonewall Democrats 

Holiday Party at Georgie’s Alibi 

 

Raemona Clark, Mary Lou Ambrose, Wand Schwerer, Doug 
Hickman and Peggy Goodale 

Wanda Schwerer and Raemona Clark at DEC holiday party 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

Environmental News 

Our poetic Environmentalist contributed this 
Vision of Hope. 

It is Possible  

by Ginny Nelson 

It is inescapable: 

Rising flood insurance rates, polluted run-off 
destroying habitat and marine life, depleted 

and dried up water in Florida's magnificent 
natural springs, etc.  These are some of the 

problems we humans lucky enough to be living 

in this very special place called Florida now 

face. 

It is inescapable.... 

That our personal and community decisions 
are connected to the natural world that 
supports us and of which we are a part. 

It is possible... 

We can envision sustainable solutions to these 

problems.  As a community we can share our 
ideas and visions with one another.  Together 
we can correct the path we are on to one that 

provides a sustainable future.



Vol. 5, No.12 Page 5 | 9 December 2013 

CANDIDATE NEWS 

Alex Sink Campaign HQ Opening 

Our club President and Treasurer (Bill Walker) 
made sure all went well at the opening.  We 

are everywhere! 

 

 

Bill Walker’s wife Toni does other events for 
charities, but came “dressed” to the opening.  

Two or three events a day are not too much 
for us.  Sink HQ is in Feather Sound just off 
Ulmerton Road.  Drop by and volunteer when 

you can. 

 

 

Toni and Bill Walker at the opening 

 

Victoria Kirby and Toni Walker 

 

Crowd at the doors waiting to go in. 
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Fundraise for Judithanne McLauchlan 

  

 

County Commissioner Charlie Justice with Ramsay McLauchlan 
and daughter Peggy 

 

John Mandujano and Bill Walker 

 

County Commission Chair Ken Welch with Commissioner Janet 
Long 

 

Attendees at Judithanne’s fundraiser applaud the speakers 

 

 

Don’t Forget: 

Monday, Dec 16, join House Minority Whip 
Steny Hoyer for coffee as he talks about the 

importance of electing Alex Sink WHERE: 
Acropol Restaurant, 1170 Starkey Rd Largo, FL 

33771, (727) 581-9535, 3:30pm - 4:30pm 
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LETTERS AND OPINIONS 

RICK SCOTT DIDN’T BEAT ALEX 

SINK… LOW DEMOCRATIC TURNOUT 
DID! 

By Hal Alterman 

The Special Election to fill the 13th 
Congressional District seat that Republican Bill 

Young held for 43 years will be on Tuesday, 
March 11 – less than 3 months away.  

Democrat Alex Sink is favored to win.  Sink 
already enjoys widespread name recognition 
from her two statewide campaigns – her 

victorious election as CFO in 2006 and her 
narrow defeat by just 1% (48-49%) in her 

race for Governor in 2010.  Significantly, she 
received the majority of votes in Pinellas 
County in both of those races. 

Currently, Sink leads the two leading 
Republican contenders by sizeable margins.  

According to a recent survey conducted by St. 
Pete Polls, Sink tops Washington lobbyist 
David Jolly 49% to 36%, and State 

Representative Kathleen Peters 48% to 35%. 

High name recognition is just one of the 

factors benefitting Sink.  The electorate’s 
anger at Congressional Republicans – the 
belief that “Washington is broken” – is 

another.  Sink is not a Washington insider like 
Jolly or a partisan Tallahassee “apparatchik” 

like Peters.  She is a private citizen and 
outsider, making her ideally positioned to ask 

the electorate to send her to Washington so 
we can all “work together to fix it!” 

Tom James, the very prominent and influential 

chairman of Raymond James, agrees.  In an 
interview with the Tampa Bay Times Robert 

Trigeaux, James had this to say:  “I was a 
longtime Republican.  And I support Alex Sink 
now because she understands business.  You 

have to be a good manager and leader in 
politics.”  

In addition to understanding business, Alex 
also embraces traditional Democratic values, 
proudly supporting the programs Democrats 

have enacted over the years to help the 
people, not the special interests. 

To quote Alex: “The people in this District 

know about me, they know how I’ve advocated 
particularly for seniors and veterans and 

supported them.  I have a good record to run 
on.”   (Tampa Bay Times, 11/25/13) 

But, as Alex Sink and all Florida Democrats 

learned in 2010, a good record may not be 
enough.  Particularly when the Republican 

opposition is “push polling” a counter-narrative 
that “frames” Sink’s record as negatively (but 
not as truthfully) as they can. 

What can Alex Sink, and other Pinellas 
Democrats do to counter this negative assault?  

To begin with, we need to mobilize local 
Democrats, Independents and disaffected 
Republicans to support Sink’s candidacy.  That 

was the key to Amanda Murphy’s upset victory 
in the recent Pasco HD-36 election.  We need 

to do the same thing in Pinellas for Alex. 

Next, Alex and her campaign need to learn 
from the missteps that plagued her 2010 run.  

There’s an old axiom that says, “We learn 
wisdom from failure much more than from 

success.”  These were a few of the missteps 
detailed by some astute political commentators 
and reporters: 

Alex needs to run as a woman – As Tampa Bay 
Times political editor Adam Smith perceptively 

observed: Alex Sink should have …“played the 
woman card more.  Sink did little to appeal 
directly to women, rarely showing her family 

or talking about how well she understands the 
challenges of working women.”  Billboards 

visually highlighting her face and message 
might have been a difference-maker … both 

then and now. 

 She needs to have a coherent, easily 
understandable position on Obamacare – 

The Republican attack machine is trying to 
link her to the difficulties being 

experienced by the Affordable Care Act’s 
rollout.  Sink cannot run away from 
Obamacare.  Instead, she needs to 

hammer home the point she first made in 
2010: “Though it is certainly not perfect, 

these long-overdue reforms are better 
than Washington continuing to do nothing 
to improve America’s health care system.”   
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Democrats need to turn out and vote – To 
quote noted South Florida journalist, TV-radio 

personality and MSNBC contributor Joy-Ann 
Reid, “Alex Sink failed, and the state party 
failed, to get out enough Democratic votes to 

win.  Had more of the majority of Floridians 
who preferred her turned out (she was ahead 

in the pre-election polls), she would have 
won.” 

The need for Alex Sink to run as a woman, 

have a clear and coherent message and get 
out the vote is particularly important in a 

Special Election like this because turnout levels 
tend to be so low. 

Total voter turnout for all Pinellas County 

Municipal Elections held in 2013 was only 
22%.  That signifies the challenge Sink’s 

campaign faces of motivating and mobilizing 

enough voters in this Special Election so she 
can win this open Congressional seat.  Now, 

let’s get to work and do it!    

Editor’s Note:   Not only Alex Sink was 
defeated by low turnout, but the 2010 census 

year election put a majority of Republican 
Governors in office, and allowed the House of 

Representatives to be taken over by the very 
right wing(nuts) enabling them to draw 
congressional and district lines to favor 

themselves for the next ten years.  Their 
gerrymandering will allow them to retain 

control of the House unless we Democrats get 
off our duffs and VOTE.  2010 and 2011 were 
the years we sat at home.  But when we vote, 

it’s victory, as in 2012! 

 

CLUB NEWS 

ObamaCare Demonstration 

Several members of our club made the Clearwater Beacon last month as they demonstrated for 
Women’s Health Rights in front of Beckwith Electric Company on 118th Ave. in Largo on Nov. 13.  
The demonstration was sponsored by OFA and NOW.  The article is reprinted on our website. 

              

More Club Holiday Party Photos 
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For Your Information

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
Board of Directors 

President  

Rich Piper 
President@largodemocrats.com 

Vice President  

Lois Fries 

 

Secretary  

Mary Lou Ambrose 
Admin@largodemocrats.com  

Treasurer  

Bill Walker 

 

Director/webmaster  

Wanda Schwerer 
Admin@largodemocrats.com 

Director  

Bob Glass  

Special Projects 

Director  

Elizabeth Snedeker 

Director/photo-

grapher  

Heidi Sanchez 

Director 

Lodewijk van den Berg 

Co-Outreach 

Coordinator 

/Director  

Ginny Nelson 

Director  

Deb Anderson 

Director/newsletter 

editor 

Lois Fries 

Outreach Coordinator 

Charlotte Maas 

 

All of the officers were elected February, 2013, to serve 
until their term ends in February 2015.  

Additional contact information is available on 
www.largodemocrats.com – click on Opinions and Letters  

What Do We Include in the 

Newsletter? 

It's clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic 

Club members are an interested, involved, 

informed - and opinionated - bunch.  And providing 

a forum for all that "good stuff" is an important 

function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages 

articles and letters to the editor.   

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make 

every attempt to publish factual information, and 

who encourage the free exchange of information 

and opinions. It should include input from all of us.  

However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by 

contributors may not necessarily reflect those of 

the club. 

Please send submissions to newsletter editor, 

Lois Fries, at Loisfries@gmail.com.  

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be 
interested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is 
loisfries@gmail.com. 

Why Join the Largo-Mid-Pinellas 
Democratic Club 

The club provides a variety of ways to stay 

informed and involved in local, county, state and 

national political discussions. But we’re not just 

about talk. We will be part of the action in finding 

the best candidates and getting them elected, as 

well as supporting the most important causes. We 

will write letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, 

register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring 

change to our communities, our county and our 

state. But, just as important, we also want to make 

time to enjoy each other’s company and celebrate 

each other’s efforts at social events throughout the 

year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun!  

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic 

Club you can:  

 Meet other active Democrats 

 Meet and get to know your elected officials 

and potential candidates 

 Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, 

state and national importance 

 Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

 For membership information, email 

administrator@largodemocrats.com 

 

For membership information, email 

Admin@largodemocrats.com    

ANNUAL DUES ARE JUST $10 

PINELLAS COUNTY CONGRESSIONAL 
DELEGATION  

 Sen. Bill Nelson – 813.225.7040 or  202. 224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact/index.cfm   

 Sen. Marco Rubio – 813.977.6450 or 202.224-3041 

email: http://rubio.senate.gov/contact_form.cfm  
 Rep. Bill Young – 727.392.4100 or 202.225-5961 

www.Young.house.gov 

 Rep. Kathy Castor 813.871.2871 or 202.225.3376 

   www.Castor.house.gov 

 Rep. Gus Bilirakis 727.232.2921 or 202.225.5755 

      www.bilirakis.house.gov

   

CHANGE, YES WE CAN! 
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