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From the President’s Desk  

By Rich Piper 

 We’ve had another interesting month in the Largo/Mid-Pinellas 

Democratic Club.  Our lead speaker at 
our September 16 meeting was Claire 

Conner, author of Wrapped in the 
Flag, an account of her experiences 
growing up in a family that was highly 

engaged in the Radical Right.  Her 
presentation to us not only described 

her own early life in the John Birch 
Society but also highlighted the strong 
links between the Birchers of the 

1960s and the tea-party extremists of 
today.  For example, she stressed that 

the notorious Koch brothers grew up 
in a family of John Birch Society 
extremism, just as she did.  Ms. 

Conner clearly sparked a great deal of 
interest among club members, 

attracting more than a dozen questions from the audience in the 
question-and-answer session that followed her presentation. 

Club members have continued to play important roles in 2013 campaigns, 

mainly in St. Petersburg, and are also laying the ground work for a 
number of 2014 campaigns. Quite a few are also engaged in the various 

issue efforts of Organizing for Action (OFA).  Mary White is now the 
Neighborhood Team Leader of OFA for Mid-Pinellas, Linda Varonich has 

been heading up efforts on women’s issues in our area and Dr. Christine 
Laramee is actively spreading the word about the implementation of the 
Affordable Care Act.  Many are also highly involved in the varied activities 

of the Pinellas County Democratic Executive Committee.  For example, 
Wanda Schwerer is the State Committeewoman, Mary Lou Ambrose is the 

Secretary, Joe Barkley is the Grievance Committee Chair and Bill Walker 
is the Finance Chair of the Pinellas Democratic Party. 

Our next club meeting, on Monday, October 21, 7:00 p.m., at the Thirsty 

Marlin Grill, will feature Ellis Robinson, the head of Ruth’s List, and Brad 
Miller, the CEO of the Pinellas County Transit Authority.  Ms. Robinson will 

be talking to us about her organization, which is committed to recruiting 
and supporting progressive women running for public office in Florida, 
and letting us know how we can help.  Mr. Miller will be giving us a 

presentation about Greenlight Pinellas and the upcoming 2014 
referendum to provide funding for a modern mass-transit system in our 
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REMINDER  

NEXT MEETING of 
the Largo-Mid-Pinellas 

Democratic Club.  

DATE: Oct. 21, 2013 

TIME:  7:00 PM 

PLACE:   

Thirsty Marlin  

351 West Bay Dr # 1, 

Largo, (727) 588-0891 or 
email Rich at 

rpiper3404@aol.com 
 

 

Visit our website at: 

www.largodemocrats.com  

Claire Connor speaking at the September 
meeting 

http://www.largodemocrats.com/
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county.   Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this interesting 
and important meeting.   

In addition, please mark your calendars for Saturday, November 2, 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  That is when we’ll be holding our annual Politics in the 

Park picnic in Taylor Park, Pavilion #7, 8th Ave. SW across from Pinecrest 
Golf Course.  This picnic will 
feature good food and drink, music 

and an array of Democratic 
candidates and officeholders.  

Among those who have already 
committed to speak are Senator 
Nan Rich, candidate for Governor; 

Jessica Ehrlich, candidate for 
Congress; Largo Mayor Pat Gerard; 

and State Rep. Carl Zimmermann 
(running for re-election in 2014).  
This will be a great opportunity to 

meet these and other candidates 
and officials and to get to know 

them better.   

Picnic tickets will be for sale at our October 21 meeting and at the 
entrance to Pavilion #7 on November 2.  They are just $5 each.  Please 

buy your tickets in advance if you can, so that we have a good idea of 
how many people to expect and can plan accordingly.  Our Picnic 

Committee Chair, Mary Ellen Lansburg, will also have a sign-up sheet for 
volunteers who are willing to bring food to the picnic or help with set-up 
or clean-up.   

 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Lois Fries 
Loisfries@gmail.com 

 

LAYOUT EDITOR 

Wanda Schwerer 
admin@largodemocrats.com  

 

PHOTO EDITOR 

Heidi Sanchez 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

  Pinellas Stonewall Democrats - Thursday, October 17, 2013, 6:30 PM, DEC HDQ--2250 First Avenue N., St.Pete  

 

  Campaign Victory Fund Party - Saturday, October 19, 2013, 7:00 PM, Alden Suites on St. Pete Beach  

 

  Greater Tarpon Springs Democratic Club - Monday, October 21, 2013, 7:00 PM, Walton Community Center--

Tarpon Springs--400 S. Walton St., Tarpon Springs  

 

  Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club Meeting - Monday, October 21, 2013, 7:00 PM, Thirsty Marlin Grill, 351 W. 

Bay Dr., Largo 33770  

 

  General DEC Meeting of the Pinellas Democratic Executive Committee - Thursday, October 24, 2013, 7:00 PM, St. 

Pete Marriott Hotel, 12600 Roosevelt Blvd. N., St Pete  

 

  Democratic State Convention - Friday, October 25, 2013, TBD, Disney's Yacht club and Beach Club Resorts 

 

More Information available at: http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/calendar.asp?nDate=10%2F1%2F2013 

2013 Picnic Committee: L-R Wanda, Lois , Mary 
Ellen, Rich and Chris Jameson 

mailto:Editor@largodemocrats.com
mailto:admin@largodemocrats.com
http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/events.asp?EventId=4318&nDate=10/17/2013
http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/events.asp?EventId=4428&nDate=10/19/2013
http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/events.asp?EventId=4377&nDate=10/21/2013
http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/events.asp?EventId=4302&nDate=10/21/2013
http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/events.asp?EventId=4275&nDate=10/24/2013
http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/events.asp?EventId=4418&nDate=10/25/2013
http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/calendar.asp?nDate=10%2F1%2F2013
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PCDEC News 

Pinellas Democrats' 

Campaign Victory Fund 
Party 

Hosted by Alden Suites 

 
5900 Gulf Blvd., St Pete Beach, FL 

33706 

 
Saturday, Oct 19, 2013 - 6 – 9PM 

 
Come join your fellow Democrats for 

an evening of fun, 

Fellowship & food (cash bar) 

 
Suggested contribution $50. 

 

Checks can be made to: 

 
PCDEC Victory Fund 

2250 1st. Ave. N. 

St. Petersburg, FL 33713 

 
To rsvp: email Mike Fox 

at tampabaydemocracy@yahoo.com 

or call 727-320-4502 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH CARE NEWS

OFA Obamacare Training 

On October 1, several of our members 

attended a training session to help us counter 
the misinformation and outright lies that the 
Republicans are currently disseminating about 

the Affordable Care Act.   

The main speaker was our own Dr. Christine 

Laramee.   She gave a broad overview and 
several statistics we can use when met by the 
lunatic fringe and its silliness.   

We learned that the very poor working poor 
have no options to obtain insurance because 

they are too rich for Medicaid, and too poor for 
assistance.   

OFA feels that when seven million (7M) folks 
sign up, it will be a benchmark for the ACA, 
indicating its success. 

 

 

Karen Sherrets, Lois Fries, Rich Piper, and Linda Varonich listen 
as Dr. Laramee speaks on the ACA.  

 

mailto:tampabaydemocracy@yahoo.com
tel:727-320-4502
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Protesting FOR Obamacare 

Several members waved signs on Monday Oct. 

14, on West Bay Drive near Diagnostic Clinic 
for Obamacare (the ACA).  About thirty 

activists were enjoying the thumbs up from 
most folks driving by, but not so much the 
other hand signals. 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMPAIGN NEWS 

Rep. Young’s Retirement (Reprinted 
from Daily Kos) 

At long last: Veteran Republican Rep. Bill 
Young, who has served the Tampa area in the 
House since1971 and has been the subject of 

retirement speculation for many cycles, has 
decided to step down at the end of this term. 

Young, 82 years old, said simply that "it's my 
time."  

What makes Young's departure so intriguing is 
that he's one of just a handful of Republicans 

who represent a district Barack Obama won in 
2012, in this case by a 50.1 to 48.6 margin. 

That makes Florida's 13th District the first 
truly competitive open seat of the 2014 
midterms, and you can bet Democrats will 

fight hard to try to pick it up.  

Right now, the only candidate in the race is 
attorney and former congressional aide Jessica 

Ehrlich, who ran against Young last year. While 
Young prevailed 58-42, that actually 

represented his weakest performance in 20 
years. Ehrlich deserves credit for her 
willingness to take on a longtime office-holder 

no one else wanted to challenge, but with 
Young gone, there's a very good chance that 

better-known Democratic contenders will enter 
the race. One perhaps slim possibility whose 

name came up a 
while back: ex-Gov. 

Charlie Crist widely 
thought to be 
considering a 

gubernatorial 
comeback.  

Other potential 

Democrats include 
Pinellas County 
Commissioners Ken 

Welch, Janet Long, 
and Charlie Justice, 

who was also the 
2010 nominee 

against Young; and 
St. Pete City Council 
candidate Darden 

Rice. Ex-state Rep. 
Rick Kriseman, who 

is running in the St. 
Petersburg mayoral 
race this year, is 

already saying no, 
while a nameless 

Democratic official 
tells Roll Call that a 
Crist candidacy is 

"total nonsense."  

http://kos.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=LxuQPkH9ai94XwBUuQ9T4rV1TZJS7fdc
http://kos.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=LxuQPkH9ai94XwBUuQ9T4rV1TZJS7fdc
http://kos.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=6y5gr6tebIldt6YL9H3D%2BrV1TZJS7fdc
http://kos.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=yFkh1WRWBNy5oZa3wJ7CVoNJTzvb6iwb
http://kos.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=yFkh1WRWBNy5oZa3wJ7CVoNJTzvb6iwb
http://kos.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=QaQSDfU5TyZeYZCSQhdBv7V1TZJS7fdc
http://kos.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=QaQSDfU5TyZeYZCSQhdBv7V1TZJS7fdc
http://kos.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=45EeYPghAoOT6vXSkCM%2B4LV1TZJS7fdc
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Republicans, meanwhile, are losing an 
incumbent who was well-regarded and had 

successfully carved out a profile as a 
moderate. Given the state of the modern GOP, 
the party is likely to nominate someone more 

conservative, perhaps much more vocally so. 
The Tampa Bay Times suggests a few possible 

options, including former St. Petersburg Mayor 
Rick Baker; former Clearwater Mayor Frank 
Hibbard; Pinellas County Commissioners Karen 

Seel and John Morroni; and perhaps even 
Young's son, Bill Young II, who is just 29. A 

separate piece mentions state Sens. Jeff 
Brandes and Jack Latvala; former Young aide 
David Jolly; and political consultant Nick 

Zoller.  

As you can see from the comparative size of 
these lists, Republicans have a deeper bench 

here, and they're going to go all out to hold 
this seat. So you can be sure that regardless 

of who steps forward for either side, this is 
going to be a serious contest. And as always, 
we'll be tracking it closely from now through 

Election Day. 

Ed. Note:  (1) Some have said that Alex Sink 
is thinking about this too, and has a good 

chance of winning.  (2) This list has since been 
refined somewhat; with Commissioner Welch 
saying he will NOT run.   However this shakes 

out, the 2014 Congressional primaries will be 
heated and will hopefully turn up the interest 

of the Pinellas County Voters. 

LETTERS AND OPINIONS

WHY DO FLORIDA DEMS KEEP 
DECAPITATING THEIR OWN? 

 By Hal Alterman 

Darryl Rouson established an impressive 

record of achievement as Chair of the St 
Petersburg Black Chamber of Commerce and, 

from 2000-2005, as President of the St 
Petersburg Chapter of the NAACP.  Elected to 
the Florida House in 2007, Rouson used this 

platform to continue to advance the economic 
interests of the African-American community in 

South Pinellas, as well as to translate his 
passionate commitment to anti-drug activism 
into meaningful legislation.  In recognition of 

his strategic vision and his effectiveness as 
both a legislator and leader, Rouson’s fellow 

Democrats elected him to be incoming House 
Minority Leader in 2013.   

But instead of passively following what the 

Florida Squeeze website describes as …“the 
established order of crony consultants, no 

accountability and business as usual which 
means losing perfectly winnable elections for 

Democrats” … Rouson tried to do something 
dramatically different.  He tried to reshape and 

refocus the Florida Democratic Party’s election 
efforts so they could compete on more equal 
footing with their Republican opponents.  One 

of the first steps Rouson took to advance this 
agenda was to create a “Leadership Funds” 

committee comparable to the ones the 
Republican legislative majority established in 
2011.  He enlisted former House Campaign 

Finance Director Jeff Ryan and former 
Hillsborough DEC Chair Chris Mitchell to assist 

him in this effort.  They succeeded in raising 
over $147,000 for their “leadership fund.” 

But Florida Democratic Party Chair Allison Tant 
was not impressed.  She was infuriated.  
Campaign fund-raising was supposed to be 

Tant’s forte.  Yet funds were being raised 
without her knowledge or approval.  Tant went 

ballistic.  She fired Ryan and Mitchell, and 
empowered House Democrats to unseat 
Rouson as incoming leader.  They did. Tant’s 

supporters, and Rouson’s opponents within the 
Party, celebrated this as a great victory.  So 

http://kos.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=18yPIuRXJMu5oZa3wJ7CVoNJTzvb6iwb
http://kos.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=18yPIuRXJMu5oZa3wJ7CVoNJTzvb6iwb
http://kos.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=NPxMDCS3NBG3ot1epbqA5LV1TZJS7fdc
http://kos.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=NPxMDCS3NBG3ot1epbqA5LV1TZJS7fdc
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did Florida Republicans!  Why?  By focusing 
their energies and behind-the-scenes efforts 

on decapitating Darryl Rouson, Tant and 
Florida’s Democratic legislative leadership were 
taking their eyes off the prize of defeating 

Gov. Rick Scott and recruiting viable 
candidates for the 2014 campaign cycle!  Rick 

Scott is clearly vulnerable.  According to a 
recent Quinnipiac University Poll, “Florida 
voters by a margin of 50 percent to 35 percent 

say Scott does not deserve to be re-elected.” 

We see pictures and read quotes by Tampa’s 

Democratic mayor Bob Buckhorn applauding 
Scott and validating his “Job Creation” claims.  
But are we seeing any other prominent Florida 

Democrats – with the exception of US Senator 
Bill Nelson – or reading stories where the 

destructive series of decisions Scott is making 
are being decried?  Scott has been trying for 
years to cripple the Affordable Healthcare Act’s 

implementation – despite the US Supreme 
Court affirming its constitutionality.  Now he’s 

denying government “navigators” the use of 
local health departments to assist people who 

want to learn more about and sign up for 
Obamacare. 

Scott recently ordered the state Education 

Department to withdraw from a national 
consortium creating tests that reflect the new 

Common Core Standards that 45 other states 
and the District of Columbia already subscribe 
to.  He willingly stood aside when Florida 

legislators voted to reject federal funds that 
would have extended Medicaid coverage to 1.3 

million needy Floridians.  And he turned down 
2.4 billion dollars of federal money that would 
have paid for a high-speed rail link between 

Tampa and Orlando, created a massive 
number of well-paying jobs, and given the 

Tampa Bay area a major economic boost. 

Moreover, instead of providing the necessary 
support to schools, to Floridians who need 

better health care, and to the state’s depleted 
water supply, over-crowded roads, crumbling 

infrastructure and endangered ecosystems, 
Scott is flying around the state in his private 
jet while engaging in a 500 million-dollar 

taxpayer giveaway to special interests.  That 
should be the fight that Allison Tant, the 

Florida Democratic Party and its candidates, 
and each one of us too ought to be engaged 

in.  We should be ripping our Republican 
opponents, not eviscerating our own!  Party 

victory, not party purity, should be our goal. 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  For those who have not heard, 
our main editorial writer, Hal Alterman, has 

entered hospice.  Lynn, his wife requests no 
visitors or flowers.  Cards may be sent to:  

 

Hal Alterman C/O 

Brookside Hospice House 

164 West Lake Road  

Palm Harbor 34684 

 

 

Another member’s take on the 

Governor: 

Hypocrisy from the Governor  

By Mary Lou Ambrose 

I thought I would never be surprised at the 

hypocrisy of Rick Scott but this goes beyond 
even my low threshold of expectations for the 

Governor. Rick Scott wrote to President Barack 
Obama to ask for help in resolving the huge 
increases in Flood Insurance here in Florida. 

Don't get me wrong, I believe we need help 
from Washington on the Flood fiasco. I believe 

that the Federal Government has a role to play 
in helping states and the Citizens of those 
states to overcome problems. I am in favor of 

Obamacare, which is actually private 
insurance, but derided by Scott as Federal 

takeover of healthcare. I was in favor of taking 
money for the high speed line that Scott 
refused, which would have brought jobs and 

businesses to Florida. I was very much in favor 
of taking Federal money to fund Medicaid for 

over one million uninsured Floridians whose 
healths, and possibly lives, were at risk. Rick 
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Scott ignored the needs of these Floridians and 
hid behind his Speaker to refuse Medicaid 

expansion. Rick Scott is so much against 
"federal interference" in Florida that he even 
came out against the Common Core for the 

schools because he claimed that this 
curriculum, put together by the States, was 

going to allow the Feds entre into our schools. 
Rick Scott is on the lookout for Federal bogey 
men under every grain of Florida beach sand. 

Now, this same Rick Scott is asking the 
President to fight for Federally subsidized flood 

insurance for Florida. Could it be that his 
obscenely wealthy buddies who build mansions 
on the Florida beaches might have to pay a lot 

more for unsubsidized flood insurance? This 
must be it, because he has never shown any 

concerns for the average Floridian who has 
suffered substantially because of his Tea Party 
agenda which ignores what is best for the 

people of Florida or the best interests of the 
State itself.  

Democratic Women’s Club member Vicki Najjar 
wrote this opinion in the DWC newsletter.  It 

was good enough to reprint in ours.  

Vote Rick Scott out!!!!  Pink Slip Rick. 

By Vicki Najjar 

We have fourteen months until the next 
gubernatorial election and Governor Scott is 

pitching himself as having been caring and 
concerned for the welfare of Floridians.   That's 
true, but for WHICH Floridians?   His wealthy 

buddies, of course.   He has hit the schools, 
the environment, the jobs market, health care, 

and openness in government, hit it with 
shallow, self- serving, nonleadership, 

phoniness. Facts:   Education:  Scott organized 
a three-day summit on education but failed to 
attend, instead having a private dinner with 

Jeb Bush.   He has pinioned public education 
by shifting millions of dollars into charter 

schools.  Per student funding is the lowest it's 
been in five years, lower than under Bush and 
Crist.  Public schools don't interest Scott, 

privatizing is his game at all levels of 
government. Environment:  He fought the 

federal government over clean-water 

standards, has fought to block every water 
management program for Florida, and has put 

off (once again) a deadline for restoring the 
Everglades.  His focus is on what the 
developers want, not want the general 

population benefits from. Jobs: False claims 
emanate daily now from Scott's office.   Look 

at the statistics which prove him 
wrong.  Florida has roughly the same number 
of jobs it had pre-recession but many more of 

those jobs are part time (no benefits) and pay 
much less than pre- recession. Health 

Care:  He balked at taking the billions in 
Federal dollars for expansion of Medicaid, then 
pretended to change his mind and approved 

taking the money, THEN he sat on his hands 
and allowed Will Weatherford to block the 

expansion.  
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ISSUES 

The issues we have addressed are: 

 Duke Power rip-off for the plant they 
destroyed, and the other they will not 

build 

 Medicaid expansion, so those who are 
too poor for ACA subsidies and too rich 

for Florida’s Medicaid can get decent 
Health care. 

These are ongoing problems in our state, and 
still require our action.  What can we do?  For 
the Duke Power problem, our protests fall on 

deaf Republican ears, although we have 
Dwight Dudley of St. Petersburg fighting for 

us.  And a new Democratic State Rep. 
(Amanda Murphy) from Pasco County has been 

elected to Mike Fasano’s seat.  She has said 
that her primary battle will be to abolish or 
modify the bill that forces us to prepay 

construction costs of the utility.  There have 
been 3 rallies against Duke this month. 

 

 

The ultimate solution will be to replace the 
Republicans in our legislature with Democrats.  

You have the politicians to call on our handy-

dandy bookmark, but here are the members of 

the Public Service Commission.   

A call to them would help.  All are area code 

850. 

Ronald A. Brisé - Chairman 
    Baldwyn English - Chief Advisor to the 

Chairman - 413-6036 
    Pamela Paultre - Executive Assistant to the 

Chairman - 413-6036  
 
Lisa Polak Edgar - 413-6044  

    Roberta Walton - Chief Advisor to the 
Commissioner - 413-6016  

    Kay Posey - Executive Assistant to the 
Commissioner - 413-6018  
 

Art Graham - 413-6040  
    Jim Varian - Chief Advisor to the 

Commissioner - 413-6022 
    Betty Leland - Executive Assistant to the 
Commissioner - 413-6024  

 
Eduardo E. Balbis - 413-6038  

    John Truitt - Chief Advisor to the 
Commissioner - 413-6002  
    Cristina Slaton - Executive Assistant to the 

Commissioner - 413-6004  
 

Julie Imanuel Brown - 413-6042  
    Katherine Fleming - Chief Advisor to the 
Commissioner - 413-6028 

    Terry Holdnak - Executive Assistant to the 
Commissioner - 413-6030 

 

 



Vol. 5, No.10 Page 9 |  October 2013 

Gun Control Vigil 

On the evening of September 14, about thirty 

persons gathered at Indian Rocks Beach 25th 
Avenue Beach Access to remember and honor 

all those who have lost their lives to gun 
violence since the killings in Newtown, Sandy 
Hook School on December 14th, 2012.   

Two students from USF, Erin and Wesley 
Snedeker, set the mood of the evening with 

guitar and voice 

Elizabeth Snedeker spoke of our desire to 
share the grief and the pain of all those who 

are mourning the loss of loved ones in the 
futility of gun violence.   This, she said, was 

the goal of the evening. 

Diane Guthrie shared an article from Sports 
Illustrated that called our Attention to the ease 

with which the painful incidents of killings slip 
out of our memories—a kind of amnesia—

which means we do not sustain our concern, 
do not let our feelings continue to motivate us 
until some change has been successfully 

reached. 

Faith Devitt shared an email that reminded us 

of a father’s loss of his son at Columbine 
sixteen years ago and how little effective 
change in our laws regarding the purchase and 

use of guns. 

Rod Snedeker shared some thoughts about the 

2nd Amendment and spoke of the contacts 
with the Newtown Action Alliance which has 
formed a coalition with over one hundred 

groups across our nation in seeking to honor 
the memory of Sandy Hook by seeking to 

reshape the laws of our nation to achieve 
some sensible, responsible solution to 

preventing the further slaughter of our people.  

Cookie Kennedy, Vice mayor of the city of 
Indian Rocks Beach, touched our hearts with a 

sensitive speech reminding us of the bravery, 
the terror, and loss of the Newtown 

experience.  Her words were a splendid 
conclusion to the Vigil. 

 

Indian Rock Beach Vice Mayor, Cookie Kennedy speaks at the 
Vigil. 

The natural world seemed to bless the Vigil 

with clear skies and a gorgeous sunset that 
reflected on the waters of the Gulf providing a 
beautiful setting reminding us that our world is 

fundamentally peaceful but not perfect.   

Our efforts to make this a candlelight vigil 

were totally thwarted by an offshore breeze 
which blithely, totally without regard for our 
concern, blew out every candle that struggled 

to light. This, we might consider as a reminder 
that more action, with greater energy will be 

required if we are to keep the light of peace, 
justice and love alive in our world.  The NRA 
and those making profits from the sale of guns 

and those who believe they can only be secure 
if they own a gun and those who want much to 

fulfill their self-centered desires and care so 
little for other’s lives that they must kill to 
accomplish their goals to be a strong wind 

extinguishing the light of justice and love will 
continue to flame.  

The Rev. Jim Rapp concluded the vigil, as the 
sun set and darkness surrounded us, singing 
“Let there be Peace on Earth.”  
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For Your Information

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
Board of Directors 

President  

Rich Piper 
President@largodemocrats.com 

Vice President  

Lois Fries 

 

Secretary  

Mary Lou Ambrose 
Admin@largodemocrats.com  

Treasurer  

Bill Walker 

 

Director/webmaster  

Wanda Schwerer 
Admin@largodemocrats.com 

Director  

Bob Glass  

Special Projects 

Director  

Elizabeth Snedeker 

Director/photo-

grapher  

Heidi Sanchez 

Director 

Lodewijk van den Berg 

Co-Outreach 

Coordinator 

/Director  

Ginny Nelson 

Director  

Deb Anderson 

Director/newsletter 

editor 

Lois Fries 

Outreach Coordinator 

Charlotte Maas 

 

All of the officers were elected February, 2013, to serve 
until their term ends in February 2015.  

Additional contact information is available on 
www.largodemocrats.com – click on Opinions and Letters  

What Do We Include in the 

Newsletter? 

It's clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic 

Club members are an interested, involved, 

informed - and opinionated - bunch.  And providing 

a forum for all that "good stuff" is an important 

function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages 

articles and letters to the editor.   

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make 

every attempt to publish factual information, and 

who encourage the free exchange of information 

and opinions. It should include input from all of us.  

However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by 

contributors may not necessarily reflect those of 

the club. 

Please send submissions to newsletter editor, 

Lois Fries, at Loisfries@gmail.com.  

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be 
interested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is 
loisfries@gmail.com. 

Why Join the Largo-Mid-Pinellas 
Democratic Club 

The club provides a variety of ways to stay 

informed and involved in local, county, state and 

national political discussions. But we’re not just 

about talk. We will be part of the action in finding 

the best candidates and getting them elected, as 

well as supporting the most important causes. We 

will write letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, 

register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring 

change to our communities, our county and our 

state. But, just as important, we also want to make 

time to enjoy each other’s company and celebrate 

each other’s efforts at social events throughout the 

year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun!  

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic 

Club you can:  

 Meet other active Democrats 

 Meet and get to know your elected officials 

and potential candidates 

 Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, 

state and national importance 

 Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

 For membership information, email 

administrator@largodemocrats.com 

 

For membership information, email 

Admin@largodemocrats.com    

ANNUAL DUES ARE JUST $10 

PINELLAS COUNTY CONGRESSIONAL 
DELEGATION  

 Sen. Bill Nelson – 813.225.7040 or  202. 224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact/index.cfm   

 Sen. Marco Rubio – 813.977.6450 or 202.224-3041 

email: http://rubio.senate.gov/contact_form.cfm  
 Rep. Bill Young – 727.392.4100 or 202.225-5961 

www.Young.house.gov 

 Rep. Kathy Castor 813.871.2871 or 202.225.3376 

   www.Castor.house.gov 

 Rep. Gus Bilirakis 727.232.2921 or 202.225.5755 

      www.bilirakis.house.gov

   

CHANGE, YES WE CAN! 
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