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From the President’s Desk 

By Rich Piper 

May was another month full of activities, especially Democratic picnics and 

efforts by our club members to promote sensible gun laws and immigration 
reform.  We also had a very well attended May meeting, at which we heard 

from gubernatorial candidate Senator Nan Rich, Pinellas County Democratic 
Chair Mark Hanisee and Pinellas County Commissioner Janet Long.   Since 
most of these events are covered in separate articles and pictures, I’m 

going to focus here on some of the key votes in the Florida legislature in 
the 2013 session that ran from March-May, following up on the brief 

overview that I gave at the beginning of May. 

The tables below indicate how our Pinellas County legislators voted on 
some of the key issues.  Though much of the action in the legislature takes 

place behind closed doors and often involves complex compromises, the 
roll-call votes do illustrate patterns that should be of interest to these 

representatives’ constituents – us.   If you haven’t already done so, be sure 
to pick up one of our club’s book marks listing all of the contact information 
for our local, state and federal lawmakers, to facilitate your communication 

with them now and in the future.  These book marks will be available again 
at our next meeting, at the Thirsty Marlin, 7 p.m., on Monday, June 17.  I 

am still hoping that the Governor will call a special session of the legislature 
later this year to address the health care issue in particular, but so far he 
seems unwilling to take actions needed to persuade the House Republicans 

to be reasonable.  

Most of the critical votes in Tallahassee on the most controversial issues 

were highly partisan.  However, some major differences were evident 
between the two Republican Senators from Pinellas County, with Senator 
Latvala adopting much more reasonable positions on health care 

expansion, the parent trigger bill and public employees’ pensions than 
Senator Brandes.  Our House delegation voted largely along Democrat 

versus Republican lines on most controversial bills, though Rep. Hooper 
(who is term-limited and is running for the Pinellas County Commission in 
2014) joined all of the Democrats in voting against the parent trigger bill 

(which died on a 20-20 Senate vote).  A plus (+) indicates a progressive 
vote, a minus  (-) indicates a vote in the opposite direction.  Further 

explanations of the issues appear after the tables.  All of the Pinellas House 
Democrats and the lone Pinellas Senate Democrat supported the 
progressive position on each of the key votes in the tables below.   
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1 Health Care + - + 

2 Parent Trigger + - + 

3 Election Reform + - - 

4 FL Retirement + - + 

 

Key FL House Votes in 2013 

 

Issues Dudley 
(D) 

Rouson 
(D) 

Zimmerman 
(D) 

Ahern 
(R) 

Grant 
(R) 

Hooper 
(R) 

 Peters 
(R) 

1 Health 
Care  

+ + + - - - - 

2 Parent  

Trigger 

+ + + - - + - 

3Campaign 

Finance 

+ + + - - - - 

4 Nuclear 
Plant Fees 

+ + + - - - - 

5 Florida 

Retirement 

+ + + - - - - 

  

Brief Explanation of Issues 

Senate 

1 Health Care:  + indicates a vote for the compromise legislation that 
would have expanded health care insurance coverage to more than 1.1 

million uninsured Floridians.  This bill passed the Senate 38-1, with only 
Senator Brandes voting No.  It died when it was not accepted by the 
House. 

2 Parent Trigger:  + indicates a vote against the so-called parent trigger bill 
that would have allowed a complete revamping of public schools, including 

their conversion to charter schools, if they ―failed‖ according to test-score 
results.  This bill died on a 20-20 Senate vote after passing  the House.  It 
was opposed by the PTA, most school boards and teachers’ organizations. 

3 Election Reform:  + indicates a vote against this limited and flawed 
election reform bill, in an effort to achieve broader expansion of early 

voting than this measure provides.  This bill passed 27-13.  

4 Florida Retirement:  + indicates a vote against this bill that would have 
prohibited new state employees, teachers and county employees from 

enrolling in the Florida Retirement System and would have steered them to 
self-funded private plans instead.  This bill was defeated 18-22 after 

passing the House. 

 

House of Representatives 

1 Health Care:  + indicates a vote against the flawed House bill that would 

have rejected $51 billion in federal aid and omitted most currently 
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uninsured Floridians from health insurance coverage.   This bill passed the 

House 71-46 but died when it was not accepted by the Senate. 

2 Parent Trigger:  + indicates a vote against the so-called parent trigger bill 
described in the Senate section above.  It passed the House 68-51 but died 

on a tie vote in the Senate.  

3 Campaign Finance:  + indicates a vote against the campaign finance bill 

that increased the amounts that individuals can give to political campaigns, 
expanded the powers of candidate political committees and eliminated 

Committees of Continuous Existence.  It passed the House 79-34 and was 
accepted by the Senate.   

4 Nuclear Plant Fees:  + indicates a vote in favor of the Dudley amendment 

that would have tightened restrictions on electric companies’ imposition of 
fees for pre-construction costs of nuclear power plants (by requiring 

popular vote approval in the affected area).  This amendment was defeated 
42-73.  The weaker (but still better than the status quo) bill then passed 
the House and Senate by overwhelming votes.   

5 Florida Retirement:  + indicates a vote against this bill that would have 
prohibited new state employees, teachers and county employees from 

enrolling in the Florida Retirement System.  It passed the House 74-42 but 
was defeated in the Senate.   

   

 

Calendar of Events

June Club Meeting reminder  

Our meeting on June 17 will be at Thirsty Marlin, starting at 7:00 PM.   Please come early to 
order dinner or an appetizer.   The program features:  

 Samantha Fenger (on Big Brothers, Big Sisters; she is the Community Outreach Coordinator 

for Pinellas and two other counties)  

 Janet Long (with a County Commission update). 

 

Date Time Event Location 

MONDAY, JUN 17 7:00 PM – 

9:00 PM 

Largo/Mid-Pinellas 

Democratic Club 

Event Location:  Thirsty Marlin Grill, 351 W. Bay 
Drive, Largo 33770 

MONDAY, JUN 17 7:00 PM – 

TBD 

Greater Tarpon Springs 
Democratic Club  

 

Event Location: Walton Community Center--Tarpon 
Springs--400 S. Walton St., Tarpon Springs 

 

TUESDAY, JUN 18 6:00 PM – 

TBD 
Pinellas Hispanic Caucus 

 

Event Location: Duncan Building--300 S. Duncan 
Avenue, Clearwater 
 
Event Description: 
Please join our newest Caucus as it promotes Democratic 
ideals. 
Contact:  Edward Quinones, 727 481 4692 

Pinellas County Hispanic Caucus for the Democratic Party 
"Power Concedes Nothing Without a Demand" 
             Frederick Douglass, abolitionist  
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Date Time Event Location 

THURSDAY, JUN 

20 

7:00 PM – 

9:00 PM 

PINELLA STONEWALL 
DEMOCRATS 

Event Location:  

DEC HDQ--2250 First Avenue N., St.Pete 

THURSDAY, JUNE 

27 

7:00 PM - 

9:00 PM 

PCDEC General Meeting 

 

Event Location: St. Pete Marriott Hotel, 12600 Roosevelt 
Blvd. N., St Pete 

 

MONDAY, JULY 1 7:00 PM – 

8:30 PM 

Gulfport Dems Club Meeting 

 

Event Location: Gulfport Neighborhood Center 1617 49th 

Street South. Gulfport, FL 33707 

Special Guest:  Mayor Sam Henderson 

Please e-mail info.gulfportdems@gmail.comor "Like" us 
on Facebook to find out the details of our next meeting! 

WEDNESDAY, 

JULY 3 
6:30 PM - 

8:00 PM 

St. Pete Dems Club Event Location: Dining Room of Hilton Hotel, St. Pete. 
333 1st St. S. 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 

13 

11;00 A.M. 

– TBD 

South St. Pete Democratic Club 
Event Location: Sanderlin Center, 2250 22nd Ave S. 
 
Event Description: 
For more information contact: Club President Norma 
Roberts 727-894-1355 

THURSDAY, JULY 

11 
6:00 PM - 

8:30 PM 

 

Greater Pinellas Democratic 
Club Meeting 

 
 

Event Location: Banquet Masters. 8100 Parl Blvd, 
Pinellas Park 
 
Event Description: 
Social time begins at 6 PM with a cash bar.  
There is always a great buffet dinner served for only 
$15.00.  
For reservations or for more information contact Betty at 
727-360-3971. 

More Information available at: http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/calendar.asp?nMonth=6&nYear=2013 

 

PC DEC News

A Day at the Beach with the Greater 

Pinellas Club 

Several of our members shared a good time at 
Ft. DeSoto Park as they supported the annual 
Greater Pinellas Club picnic.  All Democratic 
candidates and most office holders attended as 
well. 

   

Sustainability 
One of the worthwhile groups that existed here 
in Pinellas was the “Sustainability” group, which 
met monthly at the Seminole library on the SPC 
campus.  Unfortunately, the group leader is 
moving out of the area, and unless someone else 
volunteers to take the group over, this will be the 
last meeting.  The purpose of the group is to 
present factors which help to sustain the planet 
in a natural state.  We learned about plants, tree 
maintainability in cities, low energy usage 
practices, and a whole host of other topics. 

Our local Florida Rep. Ahern attended this 
meeting to tell us how much the Republican 
legislature has done for the environment.  It is 
amazing that no one but yours truly, guffawed at 
that 
statement!

mailto:info.gulfportdems@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/GulfportDems
https://www.facebook.com/GulfportDems
http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/calendar.asp?nMonth=6&nYear=2013
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Patricia Plantamura, left, Group officers, center and Rep. Larry 
Ahern, right. 

Several door prizes were awarded to lucky 
attendees.   

  
Sustainability Meeting Door Prizes 

 

 

Club News 

Gun Violence 

The following release from Brady Center provided by Elizabeth 
Snedeker: 

―Last Friday, a three-judge panel for the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 

Circuit issued a unanimous decision to uphold 
a critical component of the Obama 

Administration’s increased efforts to help law 
enforcement crack down on gun trafficking to 
Mexico. 

The ruling rejected a gun industry lawsuit, and 
upheld ATF's authority to require gun dealers 

in southwest border states (Arizona, California, 
New Mexico, and Texas) to report bulk sales of 
semiautomatic rifles, such as AK-47s. This 

measure provides law enforcement with an 
important tool to crack down on gun trafficking 

from U.S. to Mexico. It will save lives. 

The Brady Center filed the only amicus brief in 

support of the Administration, and we helped 
every step of the way. 

While gun industry lobbyists complained that 
ATF has too much power, we know why they 
objected to this rule; they want to sell more 

guns, and they don't care who gets those 
guns, or who gets killed as a result. Let me 

share with you what I told the Wall Street 
Journal regarding this decision: Law 
enforcement needs more tools to fight gun 

violence, not less. And that’s something we 
should all be able to agree on.‖ 

We also owe many thanks to Diane Guthrie for 
taking over responsibility for many of the tasks 
of this ―Sensible Gun Legislation‖ group while 

Elizabeth recovered. 

LETTERS AND OPINIONS

Stop Abusing the Confirmation 
Process 

By Frank Lupo 

The U.S. Constitution created three co-

equal branches of government. It gave the 
U.S. Senate the right to "advise and 

consent" on both judicial and major 

executive branch nominations made by the 
President. 

Unfortunately, the current U. S. Senate is 
abusing this power by preventing the other 

two branches of government to fully 
function by not voting up or down on 

nominations. They do neither by 
filibustering many judicial and executive 

nominations leaving vacancies for years 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323728204578517311438628782.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323728204578517311438628782.html
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that reduce the functioning of the other 

two branches of government as your 
editorial states. 

This filibustering violates the co-equal 
intent of the Constitution and places the 

U.S Senate in a preeminent position in 
government. This is harmful to the other 

branches and seems unconstitutional to 
me. 

Therefore, the U.S. Senate should adopt 
new rules that "advise and consent" votes 

on judicial and executive nominations are 

not subject to the Senate filibuster and 
require only a majority vote for passage or 

defeat of the nomination. The Senate rules 
regarding legislation would remain the 

same. 

This change will return the U.S. Senate to 

a co-equal branch of government without 
making the Senate similar to the House of 

Representatives as it's legislation would 
still be subject to a filibuster that could be 

ended with a vote of 60 Senators. 

This change would not be a "nuclear 

option", but a "co-equal solution" to the 
obstructed and abused confirmation 

process your editorial accurately describes. 

ARE CHILDREN’S ISSUES AND 
EDUCATION THE PATH TO VICTORY IN 

FLORIDA? 

By Hal Alterman 

Today, there is only one declared Democratic 
Party candidate for Governor of Florida. Her 
name is Nan Rich. She served for 12 years in the 
state legislature, capped by a term as State 
Senate Minority Leader.  She has also been 
honored by numerous local organizations for her 
outstanding efforts and noteworthy 
achievements as a Child Advocate. 

Although Nan has been campaigning throughout 
the state for the past year – much as Tampa’s 
Jim Davis did before his doomed 2006 
gubernatorial candidacy – she still hasn’t solved 
the imposing challenge of raising her name 
recognition statewide, a challenge that’s crippled 

the hopes of countless legislators who’ve sought 
higher office. 

In marketing terms, Nan has to build her brand 
as a legitimate candidate for Governor. How 
successful has she been in doing this? 

To quote Tampa Bay Times Political Editor Adam 
Smith: “(she is) generating little media attention 
and raising relatively little campaign money.” 
Tampa Tribune political reporter William March 
echoes the same point: “outside her home turf of 
southeast Florida, she’s barely known.”  

But Nan is undeterred – “I am focused on 
building a network, an infrastructure around this 
state, and I really believe it is working.” 

Her efforts to activate and energize the 
Democratic Party base were aptly displayed on 
Monday, May 20, when Nan accomplished the 
rare doubleheader feat of being the featured 
midday speaker at the Democratic Women’s Club 
of Upper Pinellas before appearing as the 
Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club’s headline 
attraction that evening. 

 
Nan Rich Addressing the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club Meeting 

Photo by Heidi Sanchez 

At the Largo Club meeting, Nan spoke very 
passionately about education. She highlighted 
the enormous amount of state funds that are 
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flowing to charter schools, thereby shortchanging 
the public education system. She saluted the 
State Senate for once again defeating a “parent 
trigger bill” backed by Jeb Bush and other 
corporate entities, but opposed by every major 
parent group in the state.  She also remarked on 
the over-emphasis on high-stakes testing in 
Florida, as well as the difficulty of finding 
qualified pre-K teachers.  

In addition, Nan reminded us about the issue of 
Voter Suppression and the long lines on Election 
Day caused by the limitations on days and hours 
Early Voting could be conducted that were 
enacted by the hyper-partisan Florida legislators 
and approved by Gov. Rick Scott in 2012. 

She also channeled the outrage that the majority 
of Floridians – as well as influential media outlets 
like the Tampa Bay Times – feel about the party 
line vote in the Florida House where Republican 
ideologues overwhelmingly rejected $51 billion in 
federal Medicaid funds that would have provided 
health insurance for 1 million low-income 
residents. 

But what Nan failed to do was thematically tie 
these issues together to communicate a powerful 
counter-vision for Florida voters, a vision that 
can effectively compete against Rick Scott’s 
mantra of “Jobs, Jobs, Jobs.” 

Making the Democrats’ path even more difficult 
in 2014 is Scott’s strategically savvy decision to 
appropriate the Education issue by giving a 
$2,500 raise to all Florida public school teachers, 
a decision that will likely neuter Nan Rich’s and 
the Democratic Party’s focus on this issue. 

Similarly, Scott’s veto of a tuition increase at 
Florida’s universities will probably earn him 
support from students as well as their parents, 
who are likely to be highly responsive to this 
pocketbook issue. 

Do these factors doom Nan’s candidacy? They 
very well may, if she does not shift her focus. 
She needs to tap into the anger, the frustration, 
and the unhappiness that so many Floridians feel 
about Rick Scott’s failure to provide positive and 
fiscally responsible leadership for the state. 

According to recent polling, Scott continues to be 
perhaps the most unpopular governor in the 
nation. His approval rating is a ridiculously low 
33%, which accentuates his vulnerability. On the 
flip side, however, Scott also has amassed a 
$100 million-plus war chest for his reelection 
campaign. And, as we saw in 2010, he’s willing 
to use that money to viciously kneecap any 
opponent who challenges him.  

In order to win, Nan must energize and motivate 
the Democrats and Independents who supported 
Barack Obama and Bill Nelson so strongly in 
2012 to turn out and cast their ballots for her in 
2014. 

Alex Sink did not do a good job of that in 2010. 
Her message failed to resonate with the 
progressive Democratic base. Too many of them 
stayed home as a result. That enabled Rick Scott 
and his Tea Party constituency to unexpectedly 
eke out a narrow victory. 

We cannot let that happen again! 

ISSUES 

Institutionalized rape in the Military 

Nine additional Senators signed on to Senator 
Gillibrand’s Military Justice Improvement Act 
(MJIA), which now has bipartisan support from 
28 co-sponsors. But one man stands to shut 
it down if we don't act. 

Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman Carl 
Levin (a Democrat) plans to kill the MJIA - the 
bill to move the decision to prosecute military 
sexual assault out of the chain of command.  

The New York Times reported last night that 
Sen. Levin plans to remove a measure aimed at 
curbing sexual assault in the military from a 
defense spending bill, in “Sexual Assault Measure 
to Be Cut From Military Bill.”1 

The Senate Armed Services Committee is 
meeting this afternoon, and once Chairman Levin 
calls it a day, our window to see the MJIA passed 
this summer will come to a close. Can you stand 
with me one more time, call Chairman Levin, and 
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urge him to fight the epidemic of military sexual 
assault?  

Sen. Levin is offering an alternative measure that 
requires review of any general’s decision not to 
prosecute sexual assault at the next level of 
command, which will not solve many service 
members’ fear of retribution for reporting.  This 
“substitute” measure will not bring about the 
kind of change we need. Victims don't report out 
of fear of retaliation, and in many cases their 
perpetrator is their commander.  

Sen. Levin is wrong here.  Institutionalized 
military rape requires institutionalized reform, 
and this alternative measure leaves the power to 
prosecute in the hands of the current chain of 
command. 

When we have a chance to wrest back the House 
from the Tea Party, one constituency we do not 
want to lose is women.  This bowing to the 
military gives Republicans a “shoe in the door” to 
fight our strength with more than half the 
population.  

It’s urgent that we call RIGHT NOW. You 
can reach Sen. Carl Levin, Chairman of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee at (202) 
224-6221. 

Comment by Wanda Schwerer 

As a female veteran, I didn’t experience the type 
of sexual harassment today’s servicewomen and 
- men are living through.   However, I can 
understand how devastating it can be to feel 
pressured by those in your chain of command to 
provide sexual favors just to continue to serve, 
or to endure rape because you really can’t fight 
back.  This situation is untenable and 
disastrous for our military readiness.   

―The Pentagon estimated in a recent report that as 

many as 26,000 military members may have been 

sexually assaulted last year, up from an estimated 

19,000 assaults in 2012, based on an anonymous 

survey of military personnel. While the number of 

sexual assaults that members of the military 

actually reported rose 6 percent to 3,374 in 2012, 

thousands of victims were still unwilling to come 

forward despite new oversight and assistance 

programs aimed at curbing the crimes, the report 

said.‖ 
 

 http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2013/06/04/military-chiefs-to-
face-sexual-assault-questions-at-congressional-
hearing/#ixzz2W94WywG5”  

―Susan Avila-Smith, a survivor of military sexual 

trauma (MST), is director of the veteran's advocacy 

group Women Organizing Women. She has been 

serving female and scores of male clients in various 

stages of recovery from MST for 15 years and 

knows of its devastating effects up close. 

"People cannot conceive how badly wounded these 

people are," she told Al Jazeera, "Of the 3,000 I've 

worked with, only one is employed. Combat trauma 

is bad enough, but with MST, it's not the enemy, 

it's our guys who are doing it. You're fighting your 

friends, your peers, people you've been told have 

your back. That betrayal, then the betrayal from 

the command is, they say, worse than the sexual 

assault itself." 

On December 13, the American Civil Liberties Union 

(ACLU) and other groups filed a federal lawsuit 

seeking Pentagon records in order to get the real 

facts about the incidence of sexual assault in the 

ranks. 

The Pentagon has consistently refused to release 

records that fully document the problem and how it 

is handled. Sexual assaults on women in the US 

military have claimed some degree of visibility, but 

about male victims there is absolute silence.‖ 
http://socialistworker.org/2011/01/05/rape-rampant-in-

the-military 

I recommend you watch a documentary, ―The 
Invisible War‖, Director Kirby Dick. 

―In documentaries, showing is almost always more 
effective than telling. But The Invisible War, an expose 

of sexual assault in the U.S. military, is compelling 

despite being all talk. Footage of the many crimes 

recounted in the film is, of course, nonexistent — 

and would be nearly unwatchable if available. 

So director Kirby Dick addresses the subject 

directly, without gimmicks or gambits. 
Stylistically, The Invisible War is conventional and 

plainspoken, from its opening clips of vintage 

recruitment ads for women to its closing updates 

on the central characters. 

The movie's power comes from words and 

numbers, including the military's own official 

statistic that 20 percent of women in the services 

have been sexually assaulted — as well as the 

estimate that 80 percent of such attacks are never 

reported. 

Dick and his team talked to more than 100 people 

for the movie, including many survivors of sexual 

assault. The latter, who are mostly but not 

exclusively female, were interviewed by co-

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2013/06/04/military-chiefs-to-face-sexual-assault-questions-at-congressional-hearing/#ixzz2W94WywG5
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2013/06/04/military-chiefs-to-face-sexual-assault-questions-at-congressional-hearing/#ixzz2W94WywG5
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2013/06/04/military-chiefs-to-face-sexual-assault-questions-at-congressional-hearing/#ixzz2W94WywG5
http://socialistworker.org/2011/01/05/rape-rampant-in-the-military
http://socialistworker.org/2011/01/05/rape-rampant-in-the-military
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producer Amy Ziering. The stories are different in 

detail, yet eerily similar in outline. 

Nearly 40 years ago, Susan Brownmiller wrote 
in Against Our Will that "rape is not a crime of lust, 

but of violence and power." The Invisible War supports 

this assessment at every turn. Soldiers and sailors 

are often abused by their superiors, and are 

strongly discouraged from reporting such crimes by 

officers further up the chain of command. 

Here are two of the more astonishing aspects of the 

military response to sexual assault: Sometimes 

victims are required to report the crime to the 

person who committed it; and women who are 

raped by married men are often charged with 

adultery while their attackers go unpunished.‖ 
http://www.npr.org/2012/06/21/155277890/the-visible-

costs-of-the-militarys-invisible-war 

Please contact Senator Levin, and your 
Congressperson to support the changes that 
remove commanders from the process of 

deciding whether serious crimes, including 
sexual misconduct cases, got to trial. 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2013/06/04/military-
chiefs-to-face-sexual-assault-questions-at-congressional-
hearing/ 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Largo/Mid Pinellas Democratic Club  

Our Meeting June 20 Features: 

 Samantha Fenger (on Big Brothers, Big Sisters; she is the Community Outreach 

Coordinator for Pinellas and two other counties)  

 Janet Long (with a County Commission update). 

 Jessica Ehrlich has rescheduled for our July meeting. 

http://www.npr.org/2012/06/21/155277890/the-visible-costs-of-the-militarys-invisible-war
http://www.npr.org/2012/06/21/155277890/the-visible-costs-of-the-militarys-invisible-war
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2013/06/04/military-chiefs-to-face-sexual-assault-questions-at-congressional-hearing/
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2013/06/04/military-chiefs-to-face-sexual-assault-questions-at-congressional-hearing/
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2013/06/04/military-chiefs-to-face-sexual-assault-questions-at-congressional-hearing/
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For Your Information

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
Board of Directors 

President  

Rich Piper 
President@largodemocrats.com 

Vice President  

Lois Fries 

 

Secretary  

Mary Lou Ambrose 
Admin@largodemocrats.com  

Treasurer  

Bill Walker 

 

Director/webmaster  

Wanda Schwerer 
Admin@largodemocrats.com 

Director  

Bob Glass  

Special Projects 

Director  

Elizabeth Snedeker 

Director/photo-

grapher  

Heidi Sanchez 

Director 

Lodewijk van den Berg 

Co-Outreach 

Coordinator 

/Director  

Ginny Nelson 

Director  

Deb Anderson 

Director/newsletter 

editor 

Lois Fries 

Outreach 

Coordinator/Director 

Charlotte Maas 

 

All of the officers were elected February, 2013, to serve 
until their term ends in March 2015.  

Additional contact information is available on 
www.largodemocrats.com – click on Opinions and Letters  

What Do We Include in the 
Newsletter? 

It's clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic 

Club members are an interested, involved, 

informed - and opinionated - bunch.  And providing 

a forum for all that "good stuff" is an important 

function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages 

articles and letters to the editor.   

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make 

every attempt to publish factual information, and 

who encourage the free exchange of information 

and opinions. It should include input from all of us.  

However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by 

contributors may not necessarily reflect those of 

the club. 

Please send submissions to newsletter editor, 

Lois Fries, at Loisfries@gmail.com.  

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 

know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be 
interested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is 
loisfries@gmail.com. 

Why Join the Largo-Mid-Pinellas 
Democratic Club 

The club provides a variety of ways to stay 

informed and involved in local, county, state and 

national political discussions. But we’re not just 

about talk. We will be part of the action in finding 

the best candidates and getting them elected, as 

well as supporting the most important causes. We 

will write letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, 

register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring 

change to our communities, our county and our 

state. But, just as important, we also want to make 

time to enjoy each other’s company and celebrate 

each other’s efforts at social events throughout the 

year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun!  

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic 

Club you can:  

 Meet other active Democrats 

 Meet and get to know your elected officials 

and potential candidates 

 Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, 

state and national importance 

 Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

 For membership information, email 

administrator@largodemocrats.com 

 

For membership information, email 

Admin@largodemocrats.com    

ANNUAL DUES ARE JUST $10 

PINELLAS COUNTY CONGRESSIONAL 

DELEGATION  

 Sen. Bill Nelson – 813.225.7040 or  202. 224-5274  

Email: 
http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact/index.cfm   

 Sen. Marco Rubio – 813.977.6450 or 202.224-3041 

email: http://rubio.senate.gov/contact_form.cfm  
 Rep. Bill Young – 727.392.4100 or 202.225-5961 

www.Young.house.gov 

 Rep. Cathy Castor 813.871.2871 or 202.225.3376 

   www.Castor.house.gov 

 Rep. Gus Bilirakis 727.232.2921 or 202.225.5755 

      www.bilirakis.house.gov

CHANGE, YES WE CAN! 
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