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From the President’s Desk, by Rich Piper 

Our club has enjoyed another successful month.  I‟d like to give special 
thanks to our Vice President Lois Fries, who steered our club admirably 
during my trip to visit relatives in California.  Kudos to Lois and all of the 
other club members who have played large roles in our successes!   

Jason Smith of the IBEW and Awake the State brought an important message 
about the pathway to economic revival to our club at our April monthly 
meeting, Janet Long gave another useful update on the County Commission 
and Deb Anderson and Meri Forte-Namuj presented on voter registration.  
Our May 20 meeting will feature Senator Nan Rich, who is the only declared 
candidate for the Democratic nomination for Governor in 2014 at the 
moment, and County Commissioner Janet Long.  Please mark your calendars 
and come prepared with questions for both Senator Rich and Commissioner 
Long.  At that meeting, we‟ll also be taking up some revisions of our club‟s 
bylaws to bring us into compliance with the new Florida Democratic Party 
requirements.  I‟ll send out a notice of those once our club executive board 
has taken action on them.   

Beyond the regularly scheduled club meetings, Diane Guthrie has taken the 
lead on the issue of promoting legislation to reduce gun violence, while Ginny 
Nelson organized a highly successful community service project providing 
lunches for participants in the Ridgecrest YMCA‟s Healthy Kids project on April 
27.  While engaged in this effort, we made some great contacts in the 
Ridgecrest Community and renewed some old ones.  We hope to hear from 
the newly emerging leaders of the Ridgecrest Community at a future club 
meeting.   

In addition, several of our members have been increasingly active in some of 
the St. Petersburg municipal election campaigns, particularly Rick Kriseman‟s 
campaign for Mayor and Darden Rice‟s campaign for City Council.  If you 
would like to get involved in any of the St. Petersburg campaigns, please let 
me know (rpiper3404@aol.com), and I‟ll be glad to give you more details.  
I‟ve also spoken with Jessica Ehrlich about her recently declared candidacy 
for the U.S. House of Representatives.  I‟ve given her a personal campaign 
donation, as well as some advice and encouragement to reach out to our club 
members in her 2014 race.   

As many of you already know, our own OFA Regional Field Director, Victoria 
Kirby, has been named as the new State Coordinator of the Florida OFA.  
Organizing for Action (the new name of OFA) is in the process of developing 
a full structure in Florida and elsewhere, with plans for three tiers in each 
state:  neighborhood teams, chapters at the mid-level and a state level.  
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Victoria has recently completed training in Washington and gave about 25 
neighborhood team leaders and other OFA activists a thorough update at a 
regional meeting that I attended in Tampa on April 29.  Any of you who are 
interested in becoming an OFA Neighborhood Team Leader should let me 
know.   There will be an all-day statewide organizational meeting near the 
end of May or the beginning of June.  I‟ll let you know as soon as I have the 
date and location. 

On April 30, Wanda Schwerer. Jessie Forcan and I were among about thirty 
activists who attended a panel discussion on “Compassionate Immigration 
Reform,” where we learned a great deal about the bill that the “Gang of 
Eight” have recently introduced with backing from the Obama Administration.  
This bill will undoubtedly be at the center of attention over the upcoming 
months, and we need to be well-informed about it.  The panel discussion and 
Q/A that followed were excellent.  

The legislative scene in both Washington and Tallahassee has been rather 
discouraging lately despite a few glimmers of good news.  One of the most 
disgraceful actions for quite some time was the U.S. Senate‟s utter failure to 
pass anything at all toward reduction of gun violence.  Only 10% of the 
Senate Republicans were willing to vote even for the expanded background 
check legislation put forward by Senators Manchin and Toomey, while the 
other 90% of them engaged in a filibuster that could not be overcome and 
prevented the Senate majority and the popular majority from taking positive 
action.  We really need to put the pressure on Senator Rubio to let him know 
how displeased we are with his votes on these gun measures and his abuse 
of the filibuster.  Carl Hiaasen wrote a particularly devastating article about 
Rubio‟s actions in the Tampa Bay Times on April 23, p. 9A.   There are likely 
to be some further efforts this year to revive at least some form of expanded 
background check legislation, though Rubio‟s support for any reasonable 
action in this regard appears remote at best.   

On immigration reform, of course, Rubio‟s stance and the prospects for 
success in Congress appear somewhat better than on gun legislation, even 
though the Heritage Foundation and most of the right-wing radio squawkers 
are working to whip the Republican base up into a frenzy of hate-filled 
opposition that may still derail sensible legislation.   

The Republican-controlled Florida legislature has compiled a largely negative 
record in its 2013 session.  One bit of good news is that six Senate 
Republicans joined all 14 Democrats to kill the Parent Trigger Bill that Bill 
Heller highlighted for us as a particularly bad measure when he spoke to our 
club in March.  Probably the worst action of all in this legislative session was 
the refusal of the House Republicans to accept the Senate-passed 
compromise to extend health care coverage to over a million Floridians.  This 
refusal will deny our state $51 billion in federal funding, place extreme 
pressures on our hospitals, make many of our businesses liable to fines for 
failing to cover their low-income employees and leave a huge number of 
vulnerable people without adequate health care.  John Romano described this 
House Republican behavior (excepting only that of Pasco Republican Mike 
Fasano) as unsatisfactory, uncaring, unconscionable and unbelievable.  I fully 
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concur.  Let‟s join the legislative Democrats in demanding that the Governor 
call a special session of the legislature to demand the positive action on 
health care that the Governor claims that he wants.   

I plan to provide a full account of the voting records of all of our local state 
legislators to club members and others who are interested once I‟ve had time 
to compile them from the available records.  We need to hold our 
representatives accountable and field strong Democratic candidates in 2014 
against the chief offenders.  Wanda Schwerer has taken the lead in preparing 
and printing book marks with county, state and federal legislators‟ contact 
information on them; and we‟ll have these available for all of you at our next 
meeting.  

I hope to see you at our club meeting on Monday, May 20, 7 p.m., at the 
Thirsty Marlin Grill, 351 West Bay Drive, Largo.  In the meantime, please 
contact me or other executive board members if you have any questions or 
concerns.  Please also visit our website at www.largodemocrats.com for 
frequent updates and new pictures of club members and club events.   

 

Calendar of Events

May Club Meeting reminder 

Our meeting on May 20 features Nan Rich 

One of the most passionate and dedicated members of the Florida Senate, Nan Rich was first elected 
to the Florida State Senate in 2004 after serving in the House of Representatives from 2000-2004. 
She served as the leader of the Senate Democratic Caucus from 2010-2012 and was term-limited in 
November, 2012.  

Senator Rich is widely recognized as one of Florida‟s leading champions of children‟s and social 
justice issues. She served on numerous Senate Committees including Health and Human Services 
Appropriations, Vice Chair; Children, Families, and Elder Affairs, Vice Chair; Regulated Industries; 
Reapportionment; Environmental Preservation and Conservation; and the Joint Legislative Budget 
Committee.  

Ms. Rich has been inducted into the Broward County Women‟s Hall of Fame and the Miami Beach 
High School Hall of Fame.  

Please join us on Monday, May 20, 7 p.m., at the Thirsty Marlin Grill, 351 West Bay Drive, Largo to 
hear this great candidate tell us why she should be the next governor of Florida. 

 

Date Time Event Location 

MONDAY, MAY. 

20 

7:00 PM – 

9:00 PM 

Largo/Mid-Pinellas 

Democratic Club 

Event Location:  Thirsty Marlin Grill, 351 W. Bay 
Drive, Largo 33770 

MONDAY, MAY. 

20 

7:00 PM – 

TBD 

Greater Tarpon Springs 
Democratic Club  

 

Event Location: Walton Community Center--Tarpon 
Springs--400 S. Walton St., Tarpon Springs 

 

TUESDAY, MAY. 

21 

6:00 PM – 

TBD 
Pinellas Hispanic Caucus 

 

Event Location: Duncan Building--300 S. Duncan 
Avenue, Clearwater 
 
Event Description: 

http://www.largodemocrats.com/
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Date Time Event Location 

Please join our newest Caucus as it promotes Democratic 
ideals. 
Contact:  Edward Quinones, 727 481 4692 

Pinellas County Hispanic Caucus for the Democratic Party 
"Power Concedes Nothing Without a Demand" 
             Frederick Douglass, abolitionist  

THURSDAY, MAY. 

23 

7:00 PM - 

9:00 PM 

PCDEC General Meeting 

 

Event Location: St. Pete Marriott Hotel, 12600 Roosevelt 
Blvd. N., St Pete 

 

WEDNESDAY, 

JUNE 5 
6:30 PM - 

8:00 PM 

St. Pete Dems Club 
Event Location:  Dining Rm of Hilton Hotel, St. Pete. 
333 1st St. S. 
Event Description: 
Join us as we work to get Democrats elected!  Candidates 
and elected officials featured each month.  Learn about 
what's going on in St. Pete politics, and have your voice 
heard! 
Contact Mike Fox to RSVP. 
tampabaydemocracy@yahoo.com 
Hope to see you there, and bring a friend! 

SATURDAY, JUNE 

8 

11;00 A.M. 

– TBD 

South St. Pete Democratic Club 
Event Location: Sanderlin Center, 2250 22nd Ave S. 
 
Event Description: 
Join us! 
For more information contact: Club President Norma 
Roberts 727-894-1355 

THURSDAY, JUNE 

13 
6:00 PM - 

8:30 PM 

 

Greater Pinellas Democratic 

Club Meeting 

 
 

Event Location: Banquet Masters. 8100 Parl Blvd, 
Pinellas Park 
 
Event Description: 
 Social time begins at 6 PM with a cash bar.  

There is always a great buffet dinner served for only 
$15.00.  
For reservations or for more information contact Betty at 
727-360-3971. 

More Information available at: http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/calendar.asp?nMonth=6&nYear=2013 

 

PC DEC News

Allison Tant Reception 

On April 14, the Tarpon Springs Democratic Club 
hosted a reception for our new state chairman, 
Allison Tant.  It was held at the Elks club, and 
approximately 100 folks representing other 
Democratic clubs and Progressive issues attended.  
The Tarpon Springs club members treated us to a 
wonderful covered dish buffet, and we heard several 
rousing speeches.  We hope Ms. Tant will be a 
successful and strong leader, who will help to loosen 
the stranglehold that the Republican Party holds in 
our state government.   

 

Representative and Mrs. Carl Zimmerman, with FDP Chair Allison 
Tant at the April 14 reception 

http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/calendar.asp?nMonth=6&nYear=2013
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Club News 

Largo Club’s Outreach to Our 
Ridgecrest Neighbors for Healthy Kids 

Day 

by Ginny Nelson 

Good work and a good time came together for 
some Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
volunteers on Friday night April 26th. 

Our work was making sandwiches, popping 
homemade popcorn, and putting together 
"nutritious sides" of carrots, orange slices, and 
dried fruits and cookies; and then assembling 
one of each into 100 paper lunch bags. We 
promised to deliver 100 sack lunches and water 
for the YMCA's annual nation-wide celebration of  

Healthy Kid's Day, took place locally at the 
Ridgecrest 'Y' in Largo on Saturday April 27th.  
Healthy Kids Day is an annual event for families 
to promote summer activities to keep the body 
and mind active when school is out.   

Over 1900 Y's across the country took part in 
Healthy Kids Day, holding free community events 
open to all kids and their families filled with fun, 
active play and educational opportunities,  Our 
club was contacted by Jim Dyson, local Young 
Life staff member and long-time Ridgecrest 
community activist with an invitation to  
participate in the event.  Our members accepted 
the invitation with a very generous financial 
donation to buy the food and supplies and with a 
generous spirit of volunteers to put it all 
together.  

Our good time came on Friday evening when we 
came together to prepare the food.   

We shared a light dinner, a bottle or two of wine, 
conversation and laughs, and soon enough we 
completed the job. 

 

 
At Ginny's packing lunches for Ridgecrest "Y". 

 

On Saturday we delivered the food, set up a 
table at the 'Y' for meeting the participants and 
telling them about our club.  We met a leader 
from the Ridgecrest community who has agreed 
to come to a future meeting to tell us about his 
community. 

Thanks to all the Dems who donated their dollars 
to this event!  And thanks to those that donated 
their time: Toni and Bill Walker, Deb Anderson, 
Ann and George Grazier, Charlotte Maas, Peggy 
Goodale, Jesse Forcan, Kathleen Jamison, Rich 
Piper, Lois Fries, Ginny Nelson, and guest (and, 
hopefully, new club member) Pam Beyersdorf. 
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Largo Club Collects Letters for Gun 

Control 

During the “under-the-weather” time of Elizabeth 
Snedeker, Diane Guthrie has stepped in at the 
request of OFA and Citizens for Sensible Gun 
Control, to collect letters from Mothers about gun 
control, to highlight Mother‟s Day.  In response 
to a phone call from Linda Vaughn in Tallahassee 
and Victoria Kirby (our OFA leader) Diane had 
Joni Olsen provide a room for a meeting to write 
and collect these letters.  In four days, they had 
purchased cards, sent a requesting mailer, 
collected and delivered many very touching and 
strong letters from mothers who were affected in 
some way, by gun violence.  Diane delivered the 
cards to Rep. C.W. Young‟s office.

 

Diane and Joni preparing  letters to be delivered to 
Congressman Young. 

 

Diane at Congressman Young's office. 

 

Fang and Claw Award 

Lois Fries (our VP, Newsletter editor, and Issues 
committee chair) received the Fang and Claw 
award at the last meeting of the Suncoast Tiger 
Bay club.  Each meeting, one questioner of the 
meeting‟s guest(s) receives an award for the 
best question.  Her question related to our club‟s 
latest issue: Medicaid Expansion.  Basically, it 
asked the representatives who attended, the 
following:  Since the reason given for not 
supporting Medicaid Expansion is that taxpayers 
should not have to pay for that, how can you 
justify the hypocrisy that you each receive 
$600/month in Florida taxpayer support for your 
health insurance, leaving yourselves only $8.43 
to spend out of pocket?

 

Lois with the Fang and Claw Award at Tiger Bay Club. 

Compassionate Immigration Reform – 
Community Discussion 

Rich Piper, Jessie Forcan and Wanda Schwerer 
attended a panel discussion at the Unitarian 

Universals in Clearwater on Compassionate 
Immigration Reform.  Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
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introduced the speakers included Nuyet 

Duong, Senior Advisor, White House initiative 
on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders; Rev. 
Dr. Russell Meyer, Executive Director Florida 

Council of Churches; and Edwin Enciso, 
Organizer with CIR NOW. 

Rev. Meyer spoke about the “compassion” 
aspect of immigration reform, reminding us 
that being an American is deeper than just 

where we were born, or to whom, but is based 
on the values and belief in the principles that 

are distinctively American: the rights of all 
people to be treated fairly, to pursue a 
meaningful life, personal liberty and 

happiness.  He said that many who come to 
our country seeking work or to study embrace 

those tenets and who „feel‟ American without 
having yet been granted citizenship.  

Edwin Enciso spoke about how we can help 

immigration reform move forward. He spoke of 
the Senate Bill 744.  SB 744 is not a perfect 

bill, not one that everyone seems to find a 
problem with, which might be the best we can 
get.  He encouraged contacting our 

Representatives to get behind SB 744. 

Nuyet Duong spoke of SB 744 as a great first 

step and have several elements that she 
termed “gems” that she worked hard to 
getting included in the bill. 

While SB 744 may not be what we all want to 
see, Rich mentioned, “don‟t let perfect be the 

enemy of good”.

 

Left to right:  Nuyet Duong, Edwin Enciso, Russell Meyer, Abhi 
Janamachi responding to question from the audience. 

 

 

LETTERS AND OPINIONS

Response to TBT Article on Florida 

Legislature’s Session 

By Mary Lou Ambrose   

Editor’s Note:  This letter to the editor appeared in the Tampa 
Bay Times earlier this month where an article picturing 
Weatherford and Gaetz congratulating each other appeared on 
the front page touting an upbeat ending. 

Upbeat ending? Really? 

The Republican-led Legislature has again 
figuratively (possibly literally) thumbed its 

nose at the people of Florida. A definition of 
insanity is to regularly repeat a course of 

action which has previously failed. Reelecting 
the Republicans in the House is therefore 
insanity. 

Just where is the upbeat ending? In the failure 
of the House to take $51Billion in Federal 

money to insure more than 1 Million Florida 
residents, while ignoring the fact that the 

uninsured cost Floridians Millions in emergency 
room care? The ideologue who is Speaker of 
the House has caused the future pain and even 

deaths of uninsured Floridians simply because 
of his disdain for our President and for 

ObamaCare, which, by the way, is the law of 
the land. In order to make his case he lied 

about the Federal Government's non-existent 
past failures to live up to its word. To put salt 

on a wound, he had to admit, after denying it, 
that his family received Medicaid for his ill 
brother. What is good for the Speaker and his 

family is a weakness on the part of uninsured 
Floridia families? As far as I can see, 

Weatherford's only claim on the Speakership is 
a politically powerful father-in-law. 

Or is the upbeat ending the Corporate Welfare 

it bestowed on Duke/Progressive Energy for 
years? Do they really feel that the correct 

thing to do is to have Floridians underwrite the 
power company's incompetence in nuclear 
energy? We should remember the Legislature 

every time we pay Duke our non-refundable 
and undocumented fee. 

That is not all. The "Ethics" renovation is a 
farce. More money will flow to already 
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overfunded campaigns. Why, when the salary 

for Representatives is under $30,000.00 a 
year, do they feel they should be able to raise 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to get 

elected? I leave it to you to answer that. 

The correct answer to the voting rights bill 

would have been to completely delete the bill 
passed in 2011, not to pick and choose which 
Rights the people will have returned to them. 

I guess we can thank the Legislature for not 
passing the parent trigger bill (barely), and the 

Governor for vetoing the one-size-fits-all 
Alimony bill. 

There are other problems and not very many 

upbeat endings. We should be grateful that the 
Session lasts only two months. What damage 

this group could have done with more time! 

I sincerely sympathize with and thank those 
Legislators who tried to vote to support the 

people who elected them rather than 
supporting special interests. We appreciate 

your efforts. 

WILL 2014 BE 2010 ALL OVER AGAIN? 

 By Hal Alterman 

As the famous baseball philosopher Yogi Berra 
once observed: "It's like déjà vu all over again". 
That‟s what a growing number of political 
insiders and knowledgeable observers are saying 
as they begin their strategic planning for the 
2014 election cycle. 

According to a recent report in Politico.com, 
“Democrats are fretting that Obamacare is going 
to crush their hopes of big gains in the midterm 
elections, just like it cost them the House in 
2010.” 

As many of us remember, Florida Democrat Alex 
Sink, who ran unsuccessfully for Governor in 
2010, was a less-than-stalwart defender of 
Obamacare that year. Rick Scott, on the other 
hand, was unrelenting in his opposition to the 
law. Many progressives stayed home. Scott won. 

Now, Scott has strategically switched his position 
on Obamacare and indicated his willingness to 
accept federal dollars for the expansion of 
Medicaid programs that will help low-income 
Floridians. But the more ideologically-driven 

Legislature led by Speaker Will Weatherford has 
not. 

Ironically, Weatherford‟s family was a direct 
beneficiary of the same Medicaid federal-state 
safety net he now arrogantly refuses to expand, 
denying an estimated 1.1 million additional low-
income Floridians the same needed health care 
coverage that the Weatherford family received. 

Despite Speaker Weatherford‟s 
acknowledgement that … “it was the (Medicaid) 
safety net that picked my family up” by covering 
more than $100,000 in medical costs for his late 
brother, costs that Weatherford‟s father says 
“there was no way I could pay” , Weatherford 
and his anti-government colleagues in the House 
refused to expand the state‟s Medicaid program, 
despite the support it is receiving from Gov. 
Scott, Florida State Senate Democrats and 
Republicans, hospitals across the state, as well 
as business groups like Associated Industries of 
Florida and the Florida Chamber of Commerce. 

What was the reasoning these highly ideological 
partisans used for not accepting more than $50 
billion dollars from the federal government to 
finance this health care expansion, monies that 
Florida taxpayers have already paid and 
therefore ought to receive the benefit of? 

In the words of the Miami Herald, “Weatherford 
and his followers were dead set against any deal 
that smacked of accepting the provisions of 
federal healthcare reform or appearing to agree 
with President Obama and his Affordable Care 
Act.”  

Sounds an awful lot like the Tea Party rhetoric 
that fueled the electoral tsunami that swept 
away so many qualified Democratic office-
holders and candidates in 2010, doesn‟t it? 

The Miami Herald agrees: “The ultimate losers 
are Florida‟s taxpayers, who will pick up all the 
costs and will not get the benefit of a national 
healthcare program. Rarely have the people of 
Florida been so ill-served by the men and women 
they send to Tallahassee to make decisions on 
life-and-death matters.” 

This failure to act by the Florida Legislature 
should be a call to arms for all Democratic 
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activists and potential candidates to hold 
incumbent Representatives like HD 66‟s Larry 
Ahern (he outpolled our own Mary Lou Ambrose 
in 2012) and HD 69‟s Kathleen Peters 
accountable in 2012 for their failure to act on this 
measure. 

Unfortunately, rather than banding together to 
support President Obama and his historic Health 
Care legislative achievement, we are seeing 
Democrats distancing themselves from the 
President, just as they disastrously did in 2010. 

Democratic Congressional candidate Elizabeth 
Colbert Busch, hoping for an upset victory in a 
predominately Republican district, called 
Obamacare “extremely problematic”  in a 
televised debate, a quote the Republican right is 
widely replaying. 

Sen. Max Baucus is warning the Obama 
administration that if Obamacare outreach 
doesn‟t improve, there could be a Democratic 
Party “train wreck” in 2014.  That warning is 
being echoed by other office-holders and political 
professionals, who are telling the White House 
that the law‟s implementation and messaging 
need to improve. 

Justifying these warnings is a recent Kaiser 
Family Foundation poll, which shows that just 
35% of Americans view Obamacare favorably. 

Will Obamacare be the albatross that sinks 
Democratic hopes in 2014, just as it did in 2010? 
And will Democratic candidates once again 
distance themselves from Obamacare and the 
President, as they did so disastrously in 2010? 
Those are some of the challenges that 
progressive activists and candidates will face as 
the 2014 campaign season unfolds. 

Comment Regarding Above Opinion  

Although most of us would agree with 99% of 
the above, one fact that is inescapable is that too 
many Democrats sat on their hands in the 2010 
election.  It was the worst year to do so, since it 
was a census year, and state legislatures would 
have the opportunity to gerrymander state and 
federal congressional districts.  As a result of 
unmoved and unaware Democrats, 30 states are 

in the hands of Republicans, who not only have 
drawn district lines for the next 10 years, but are 
trying to reinstate voting obstacles which were 
outlawed in the Voting Rights Act of 1964!   

We should all be aware of the fact that the 
Republicans have been trying to rescind the New 
Deal ever since FDR succeeded in getting it 
passed.  Along with those benefits, other so-
called “ENTITLEMENTS” like Medicare and 
Medicaid are in their sights.  Everyone who cares 
about the future of children and grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews, must be on his/her toes to 
prevent it. 

What’s Wrong with the Obama 

Administration? 

We have three scandals now: Benghazi, the IRS, 
and the AP.  McCain is joyful, and can barely 
contain his glee!  McConnell is sickening in his 
propriety.  But why have these issues gone 
virtually unanswered?  Benghazi was a CIA mess, 
and they pointed fingers at the State 
Department.  State pushed back, and the CIA 
wanted to cover their behinds.  See this article 
for a good explanation: 

www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/plum-
line/wp/2013/05/14/jake-tapper-blows-a-hole-in-
benghazi-scandal/ .   

Obama should have stepped out in front of the 
press immediately when the IRS issues became 
known, and said he would fire anyone involved! 

As far as the Associated Press wiretaps are 
concerned, they concern me, and should do the 
same to you.  It‟s frightening to think that the 
government can tap phones of reporters.  I may 
be wrong in the end, but I do not like it.  I am an 
American who believes in the First Amendment – 
the most important one.  Let‟s see how our 
Attorney General justifies this infraction. 

Firearm Legislation 

By Frank Lupo 

Editor’s Note:  This LTE was sent to the Beach Beacon Weekly 
paper. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/plum-line/wp/2013/05/14/jake-tapper-blows-a-hole-in-benghazi-scandal/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/plum-line/wp/2013/05/14/jake-tapper-blows-a-hole-in-benghazi-scandal/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/plum-line/wp/2013/05/14/jake-tapper-blows-a-hole-in-benghazi-scandal/
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Thank you for publishing the news article on the 
talk of U.S. House Member Gus Bilirakas (R -
Tarpon springs) in Palm Harbor.  

Unfortunately, Mr. Bilirakis is incorrect when he 
said that proposed background check legislation 
on firearm purchases would duplicate current 
laws on the books. The current law, while 
requiring background checks for purchases in 
gun stores, specifically excludes these checks for 
gun show and private purchases which account 
for about 40% of sales. So, only 60% of those 
who buy firearms have a background check. 
Imagine the accidents, injuries and deaths on 
our roads if we had to stop for only 60% of red 
lights.  

The current bipartisan legislation in the U.S. 
Senate that is co-sponsored by Senators Toomey 
and Manchin is a modest but important 
expansion of background checks to the current 
40% not being checked. I believe all Americans 
would agree we need to keep guns out of the 
hands of criminals, terrorists, and the mentally 
unstable. Expanding background checks would 
go a long way to accomplish this objective.  

Also, recent opinion polls have shown that about 
90% of Americans support the Toomey/Manchin 
bill as do 70% of National Rifle Association (NRA) 
members. 

In addition, the Toomey/Manchin bill doesn‟t 
reduce 2nd Amendments rights, but expands 
them by containing a provision that would allow 
gun owners to take their guns to states other 
their own who presently don‟t allow this carry 
right.  

Finally, the 2nd Amendment right for an American 
to own a firearm, which Mr. Bilirakis supports, 
has already been established as settled law by 
the U.S. Supreme Court. This same decision also 
allows this Constitutional right to be regulated.  

The Toomey/Manchin bill, if enacted into law, will 
reduce gun violence and save lives. I have to 
wonder if Mr. Bilirakis is against this common 
sense bill because he‟s intimidated by the gun 
manufacturer lobby and the NRA leadership. I 
hope Mr. Bilirakis takes a second look at this 
important legislation which increases the safety 
and security of adults and children alike. 

Another LTE 

By Frank Lupo 

I'm a retired Floridian who pays over $300 per 
month for a combination of Medicare, Medicare 
supplemental insurance and prescription drug 
coverage. 
 
I'm on a fixed income of a pension and Social 
Security. 
 
To read that the Republican House members in 
Tallahassee who voted to deny one million 
Floridians private insurance by rejecting $51 
billion from the Feds while paying only $8.34 per 
month for their own health insurance makes my 
blood boil. 

Ed. Note: Bravo!  Do not forget, we taxpayers 
subsidize them in the amount of $600/month. 

 

 

 

ISSUES 

No Issue is More Important 

Those of you who read the Tampa Bay Times on 
Tuesday, May 14, were (probably) surprised to 
learn that the House Republicans, who rejected 
$51 Billion in Medicaid money, are themselves 
the recipients of $600 monthly each in Florida 
taxpayer dollars for their own health care.  The 
pittance they pay from their pockets is 
$8.34/month.  Family policies are $25.  

Their rejection leaves 1.1 million Floridians 
without medical care.  Consider now, that not 
only do we still pay the taxes that would have 
come back to us to help the uninsured, but we 
will still be obligated to pay the Emergency care 
to which those poor are entitled.  We are paying 
double!!!  Some other more sensible state will 
receive our taxes.   
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WOULD ‘DEATH PANELS’ SAVE 

MEDICARE? 

-- By Hal Alterman 

When Sarah Palin raised the specter in 2009 of 
„Death Panels‟ being created by the Obama 
Administration to ration health care for the sick 
and elderly, a series of notable events occurred: 

PolitiFact named „Death Panels‟ as 2009‟s “Lie of 
the Year”.  But the American electorate, 
particularly seniors, chose to ignore PolitiFact‟s 
impartial analysis and instead succumbed to the 
fears about Obamacare that right-wing political 
candidates and commentators like Palin were 
successfully stirring. 

Unfortunately, Democrats such as Florida‟s 
gubernatorial nominee Alex Sink shrank from 
defending Obama and his Health Care proposals.  
The result:  a tidal wave of Republican victories 
in 2010.             

Today, the political landscape has changed 
dramatically from where it was in 2009-10.  The 
US Supreme Court declared Obamacare to be 
constitutional.  President Obama won re-election 
by a decisive margin.  Local and national 
Democratic candidates across the country did, 
too. 

But there are many elements of the political 
debate that are still unchanged.  Among them 
are the Democratic Party‟s desire to protect the 
benefits and security that Medicare provides 
while also cutting overall health care spending in 
order to reduce the deficit. 

In the words of President Obama:  “If we want 
to preserve the ironclad guarantee that Medicare 
represents, then we‟re going to have to make 
some changes.” 

Limiting the over-the-top Medicare expenses that 
are often incurred in caring for terminal patients 
might be a very good place to start. 

As the Riverstyx Foundation points out, more 
than half of Medicare dollars are spent on 
patients who die within two months. 

The extraordinarily expensive, but often futile 
procedures that many terminal patients undergo 
clearly enrich medical institutions and providers.  
In fact, as Joe Klein writes in his recent TIME 
Magazine “How To Die” cover story, “about 40% 
of what doctors and hospitals do is wasteful … 
we‟re having a national epidemic of wrong 
patient operations … doctors are rewarded for 
performing extraneous tests and operations.”  

Sadly, these heroic medical end-of-life efforts 
typically do very little to enrich the quality of life 
for either the patient or the caregivers.  Even 
worse, in most cases those who demand these 
expensive and extraneous procedures are not the 
ones who actually pay for them.  The American 
taxpayers tend to be the ones who realistically 
foot the bill for these often meaningless 
Medicare-funded procedures. 

I say that we need to stop this madness.  
Instead, we need to institute a more common-
sense approach to end-of-life treatments.  
Should that approach include „Death Panels‟?  
Other countries have adopted something similar.  
There is no reason we cannot construct a 
comparably rational, financially prudent structure 
to guide the end-of-life decisions that we all 
ultimately must make. 

I‟ve already made that commitment to just say 
“No” to meaningless end-of-life treatments and 
procedures. 

The question is whether other Americans will be 
willing to shelve their dreams of winning the 
medical lottery by finding a miraculous treatment 
or cure that will save themselves, or their loved 
ones, from a terminal illness. 

Or is the reality of death just too fearful a 
prospect for many Americans to face?  The 
preservation of our current Medicare system may 
depend on the answer.          
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UPCOMING ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Largo/Mid Pinellas Democratic Club  

 
May 20, 7 – 9 PM at Thirsty Marlin, speaker will be the only declared Democratic Gubernatorial 
Candidate, former Florida Senate Minority Leader Nan Rich.

 

Former Democratic Senate Minority Nan Rich with Rich Piper at 

the DNC Convention in Charlottte, 2012 

 

Former Democratic Senate Minority Nan Rich with DNC 

Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman-Schultz at the DNC 
Convention in Charlotte, 2012 
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For Your Information

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
Board of Directors 

President  

Rich Piper 
President@largodemocrats.com 

Vice President  

Lois Fries 

 

Secretary  

Mary Lou Ambrose 
Admin@largodemocrats.com  

Treasurer  

Bill Walker 

 

Director/webmaster  

Wanda Schwerer 
Admin@largodemocrats.com 

Director  

Bob Glass  

Special Projects 

Director  

Elizabeth Snedeker 

Director/photo-

grapher  

Heidi Sanchez 

Director 

Lodewijk van den Berg 

Co-Outreach 

Coordinator 

/Director  

Ginny Nelson 

Director  

Deb Anderson 

Director/newsletter 

editor 

Lois Fries 

Outreach Coordinator 

Charlotte Maas 

 

All of the officers were elected February, 2013, to serve 
until their term ends in March 2015.  

Additional contact information is available on 
www.largodemocrats.com – click on Opinions and Letters  

What Do We Include in the 
Newsletter? 

It's clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic 

Club members are an interested, involved, 

informed - and opinionated - bunch.  And providing 

a forum for all that "good stuff" is an important 

function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages 

articles and letters to the editor.   

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make 

every attempt to publish factual information, and 

who encourage the free exchange of information 

and opinions. It should include input from all of us.  

However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by 

contributors may not necessarily reflect those of 

the club. 

Please send submissions to newsletter editor, 

Lois Fries, at Loisfries@gmail.com.  

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be 
interested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is 
loisfries@gmail.com. 

Why Join the Largo-Mid-Pinellas 
Democratic Club 

The club provides a variety of ways to stay 

informed and involved in local, county, state and 

national political discussions. But we‟re not just 

about talk. We will be part of the action in finding 

the best candidates and getting them elected, as 

well as supporting the most important causes. We 

will write letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, 

register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring 

change to our communities, our county and our 

state. But, just as important, we also want to make 

time to enjoy each other‟s company and celebrate 

each other‟s efforts at social events throughout the 

year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun!  

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic 

Club you can:  

 Meet other active Democrats 

 Meet and get to know your elected officials 

and potential candidates 

 Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, 

state and national importance 

 Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

 For membership information, email 

administrator@largodemocrats.com 

 

For membership information, email 

Admin@largodemocrats.com    

ANNUAL DUES ARE JUST $10 

PINELLAS COUNTY CONGRESSIONAL 

DELEGATION  

 Sen. Bill Nelson – 813.225.7040 or  202. 224-5274  

Email: 
http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact/index.cfm   

 Sen. Marco Rubio – 813.977.6450 or 202.224-3041 

email: http://rubio.senate.gov/contact_form.cfm  
 Rep. Bill Young – 727.392.4100 or 202.225-5961 

www.Young.house.gov 

 Rep. Cathy Castor 813.871.2871 or 202.225.3376 

   www.Castor.house.gov 

 Rep. Gus Bilirakis 727.232.2921 or 202.225.5755 

      www.bilirakis.house.gov

   

CHANGE, YES WE CAN! 

mailto:President@largodemocrats.com
mailto:Admin@largodemocrats.com
mailto:Admin@largodemocrats.com
http://www.largodemocrats.com/
mailto:Loisfries@gmail.com.
mailto:loisfries@gmail.com
mailto:Admin@largodemocrats.com
http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact/index.cfm
http://rubio.senate.gov/contact_form.cfm
file:///C:/Users/Wanda/Documents/Largo-Mid%20Pinellas%20Dem%20club/Newsletters/2012%20Mar-Apr%20newsletter%20possible/www.Young.house.gov
file:///C:/Users/Wanda/Documents/Largo-Mid%20Pinellas%20Dem%20club/Newsletters/2012%20Mar-Apr%20newsletter%20possible/www.Castor.house.gov
file:///C:/Users/Wanda/Documents/Largo-Mid%20Pinellas%20Dem%20club/Newsletters/2012%20Mar-Apr%20newsletter%20possible/www.bilirakis.house.gov

