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The primaries are 
over, and the general 
election campaign of 
20�4 has begun in ear-
nest.  Let’s do all that 
we can to elect our 
slate of Democratic 
candidates.   

The best local news from the August 
26 election was the triumph of Linda 
Lerner over her tea-party Republican 
opponent in her school board race.  

Unfortunately, the bad news is 
that Democratic turnout fell short 
of Republican turnout both here in 
Pinellas County 
and statewide.  
Clearly, we must 
to more to moti-
vate our regis-
tered Democratic 
voters to get out to 
vote.  The GOTV 
campaigns of the 
Democratic Party 
and of various 
Democratic can-
didates need to 
be coordinated 
and massive if we 
are to win victo-
ries in November.  
Here in Pinellas 
County, the over-
whelming major-
ity of the primary 
votes were cast 
by mail.  Since 
the mail voting 
for the November 
election will 
commence at the 
end of September, we don’t have much 
time to shift our GOTV efforts into 
high gear.  
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From the President’s Desk 
by Rich Piper

Our August meet-
ing featured Rep. Carl 
Zimmermann as our 
main speaker.  He gave 
us a highly interest-
ing and informative 
account of the legisla-
ture’s sessions this year 
and went into particu-
lar depth about his bill 
(not enacted) to protect 
condominium owners 
against being forced to 
sell their units at bar-
gain-basement prices 
when outside investors 
take over and seek to 
turn the condominium 
into a rental property.  
Carl is a prime exam-
ple (Dwight Dudley 
is another) of legisla-
tive excellence that 
is so sorely lacking 
among most of the 
Republican clods who 

occupy seats in our state legislature.  
We must work hard to re-elect Carl 
and Dwight and to send Judithanne 

Our September �5 meeting will 
have a focus on environmental 
issues.  C.L. Townsend, former chair 
of the Tampa Bay Area chapter of 
Organizing for America, will be mak-
ing a power-point presentation on 

“Carbon Pollution, Global Warming, 
EPA Standards:  What They Are, 
Why They Matter.” Cathy Harrleson, 
Head of the Conservation and Clean 
Water Team  of the Sierra Club, will 
be speaking on the Water and Land 
Conservation Initiative (Amendment 
� on the November ballot).  In addi-
tion, Democratic candidates for office 
in 20�4 will be given an opportunity 
to speak.     Please mark your calen-
dars for our next meeting, Monday, 
August  �8, at 7:15 P.M. at the  
Acropol Restaurant 1170 starkey Rd., 
Largo.

 ➢➢ next page

HD 65 Representative Carl Zimmermann 
spoke at the August meeting



Page 2  Volume 6 Number 9 September, 20�4

Sen. Bill nelSon  (D)

(8�3) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.
senate.gov/contact/index.
cfm  

Sen. Marco ruBio  (r)
 (8�3) 977-6450 or  (202) 

224-304� 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

rep. DaviD Jolly (r)

(727) 392-4�00  or (727) 823-
8900or  (202) 225-596�
Email: https://jolly.house.

gov/contact/email-me

rep. cathy caStor (D) 

(8�3) 87�-287� or (202) (225-3376   
Email: www.Castor.house.

gov

rep. GuS BilirakiS (r)

(727) 232-292� or (202) 225-5755 
Email: www.bilirakis.house.
gov

Federal Congressional 
Delegation

Next Meeting, September 15
at the Acropol Restaurant  7:15 P.M.
��70 Starkey Rd., Largo

Our September �5 meeting will have a focus on environmental issues.  C.L. 
Townsend, former chair of the Tampa Bay Area chapter of Organizing for 
America, will be making a power-point presentation on “Carbon Pollution, 
Global Warming, EPA Standards:  What They Are, Why They Matter.” 
Cathy Harrleson, Head of the Conservation and Clean Water Team  of 
the Sierra Club, will be speaking on the Water and Land Conservation 
Initiative (Amendment � on the November ballot).  In addition, Democratic 
candidates for office in 20�4 will be given an opportunity to speak.  •

Con’t from page  1

McLauchlan, Lorena Grizzle, Steve Sarnoff and Scott Orsini to Tallahassee 
to join them and restore some sanity to our legislature.  

Pat Gerard, Lorena Grizzle and Steve Sarnoff also addressed club mem-
bers at our August meeting, as did Jackie Frankovich, the field organizer 
for the Crist campaign in our area.  Whatever club members’ feelings about 
the gubernatorial primary, we all need to rally now behind Charlie Crist for 
Governor.  Our state just cannot afford four more years of Rick Scott!  

If you haven’t already purchased tickets for our club’s annual Politics in 
the Park Picnic, please do so.  The picnic will be held on Saturday, October 
��, �� am to 2 pm, in Pavilion 4 at Taylor Park, on 8th Avenue SW, Largo.  
Tickets will be on sale at our next  •

One final request:  I hope that you will consider making a contribu-
tion to our new Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political Committee 
and become a founding sponsor, if you have not already done so.  We 
have to date amassed nearly $1,500 in the PC account and hope to be 
able to raise enough to make a real difference in support of our local 
Democratic candidates.   Checks should be made out to the Largo/
Mid-Pinellas Progressive PC and mailed to me at 301 Crestwood Lane, 
Largo 33770, or be brought to our Sept. 15 club meeting.  

Lorena Grizzle

Pat GerardSteve Sarnoff
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DEC News
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Sen. Bill Nelson News

The following letter was received by Kathleen Jamison after writing about the Citizens United decision:

Dear Ms. Jamison:

      Thank you for contacting me about campaign finance reform.  Many people believe that by striking down 
the limits on corporate spending in elections, the nation’s High Court opened up our political system to domi-
nance by moneyed special interests in Citizens United v. FEC.

      I entered public service in the �970’s, and I don’t think I’ve seen another court decision with the potential 
for such far-reaching effects on our elections.  So-called third-party groups, financed by corporations that tend 
to run negative and misleading TV ads, are positioned to overpower the voices of average voters.

      Campaign finance reform is one of my top priorities.  That is why I am a cosponsor of S.J. Res. �9, a pro-
posed constitutional amendment which would grant Congress and the States the authority to restore tougher 
campaign finance laws and limit corporate spending in political campaigns, thereby reducing the influence of 
money in elections.  

      In addition, I am an original cosponsor of the Democracy Is Strengthened by Casting Light on Spending 
in Elections (DISCLOSE) Act.  This bill seeks to increase transparency in campaign spending by including a 
provision that requires public disclosure of campaign-related expenditures over $�0,000.  I was also a cospon-
sor of similar legislation during both the ���th and ��2th Congress.  Unfortunately those bills did not achieve 
enough votes to proceed.

      I appreciate you taking the time to share your views.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me in the future.

                                    Sincerely,

                                   Bill Nelson

Protecting the Florida Manatee

On September 4, Senator Nelson sent a letter to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service requesting that the Florida 
Manatee’s classification remain as “endangered” due to the increased and ongoing threat to its habitat.  The Florida 
Manatee has been classified as “endangered” since �967 due to dire threats from pollution, loss of habitat and speed-
ing boats.  In recent years hundreds of manatees have been killed by multiple effects of water pollution such as “brown 
tides” and “red tides.”
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Fund Raiser for Pat Gerard
By Mary Lou Ambrose

Mary Freeman and I decided 
that we wanted to hold a fund-
raiser for Pat Gerard, our can-
didate for the Pinellas County 
Commission. We decided that 
we would need a bigger house 
that either of us had, so we took 
over Pat and Eric Gerard house 
in Largo. Since both Mary and 
I believe that if we wanted a lot 
of people to attend, we needed 
to serve a lot of food and some 

wine. Then we had to tell everyone we knew how important it is 
that Pat defeats her very well funded opponent. We then had to 
keep reminding them to come and enjoy the food and the fellow-
ship of other dedicated Democrats.

As it turned out, our logic worked.  Pat’s manager sent me an 
email today saying that as many as 55 people attended, leaving 
$�500.00 in donation envelopes. In addition, 20 people signed up 
to volunteer. Pat was happy.

In all seri-
ousness, it is 
critical that we 
get Pat Gerard 
elected. If you 
were not at the 
Fund Raiser, 
you may not 
know that a 
win in this 
election would 
give Democrats 

their first majority on the County Commission in 50 years. 50 
YEARS! Democrats must work together to keep up the wins 
we have had over the last few years, including adding two new 
Democratic County Commissioners in 20�2. Pat was the only 
progressive Mayor in Pinellas County until we elected progressive 
Democrats in St Petersburg and Gulfport. Tampa already had one. 
We must keep up the forward motion. We must reelect Dwight 
Dudley and Carl Zimmerman as well as elect Steve Sarnoff and 

Lorena Grizzel to the 
House and – VERY 
I M P O R T A N T 
– elect Judithanne 
McLauchlan to the 
Senate to replace 
that Koch broth-
ers’ favorite named 
Brandes. We must 
keep up the good 
work.  •

Fundraiser for George Sheldon
Heidi Sanchez 

and Rich Piper 
were among the 
club members who 
attended the fund-
raiser at Duncan 
McClellan Glass in 
St. Petersburg for 
George Sheldon 
on September 
6.  The reception 
was hosted by St. 
Petersburg City 
Council members 

Karl Nurse, Darden Rice and Amy Foster.  Alex Sink 
and Jessica Ehrlich came to show their support for our 
Attorney General 
candidate against 
Pam Bondi.  •
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Democratic Events for Fall 2014

For a list of all events for July and August go to the 
Pinellas Democratic Calendar page at:

http://www.pinellasdemocrats.org/events/

from Rich Piper or Bill Walker

Our Club’s Donations
On behalf of the new Largo/Mid-Pinellas 

Progressive Political Committee, Rich Piper gave 
a check from the PC to Judithanne McLauchlan, 
candidate for the Florida Senate in Senate District 
22.  The Political Committee has also given con-
tributions to Dwight Dudley, Carl Zimmermann, 
Lorena Grizzle, Steve Sarnoff, Scott Orsini, Michael 
Smith and Samantha Fenger.  The club will be vot-

ing on a rec-
o m m e n d a -
tion to make 
a contribu-
tion from our 
club treasury 
( s e p a r a t e 
from the PC) 
to the Pat 
Gerard for 

Commissioner Campaign on Monday, September 
�5.  Please consider 
becoming a found-
ing sponsor of the 
Largo/Mid-Pinellas 
Progressive Political 
Committee, so that 
we can give further 
contributions to can-
didates at our picnic 
on October ��.  •
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Environmental Issues

AMenDMent 1 Water and Land Conservation

What is Amendment 1?

Amendment � will set aside 33 percent of Florida’s existing excise tax on documents (also known as the “docu-
mentary stamp tax” paid when real estate is sold) and guarantee that these funds can be used only for conser-
vation purposes, including keeping pollution out of Florida’s drinking water supplies, rivers, lakes, and coastal 
waters and protecting natural areas and wildlife habitat.

Only with dedicated funding for water and land conservation, management, and restoration will we be able to 
save our springs and restore our Everglades so that future generations can enjoy Florida’s natural areas the way 
we have.

For more about Amendment �, including when the measure will take effect and how it will benefit all Floridians, 
please visit our FAQ page.

What will it do for Florida?

Join Suncoast Sierra Club for a review and discussion of the Florida Water and Land Conservation Amendment 
that Florida voters will vote on this November.  Special guest speakers Dr. Robert Norman and Ed Shindle.

The Water and Land Conservation Amendment will appear as Amendment #� on the November 4, 20�4 ballot, 
giving Florida voters a direct opportunity to keep drinking water clean, protect our rivers, lakes and springs, re-
store natural treasures like the Everglades and protect our beaches and shores. Winning voter approval of Amend-
ment � is our best opportunity to address threats to our water quality and keep pollution out of our rivers, lakes, 
springs and coastal waters-without any increase in taxes. 

Join the campaign today and help create a legacy of clean water and vibrant natural areas for future generations! 
http://www.voteyeson1fl.org/ •

For years Moccasin Lake Nature Park in Clearwater was open 5 days a week. Several months ago the city decided 
to change that to only 3 days a week (Thur-Sat). A group of stakeholders, including us,  protested and got the city to 
agree to open it on Sunday afternoons (�2-4). However, this was predicated on volunteers stepping up to the plate 
and running the park on Sundays. The park has had significant improvements including a birds of prey program 
with about 9 different raptors, a native plant butterfly garden, a non native butterfly garden, and a bird blind with 
native plants. More is on the way including the interpretive center renovation.

We are looking for volunteers to come in Sunday afternoons to run the park. It’s an easy job. Only takes about 5 
minutes to open up and close down. You greet visitors, give them a map, and answer questions. You’ll have plenty 
of free time so bring the Sunday paper, a book, or your craft project.  Please email jshood�2@gmail.com to sign up 
or with any questions. •
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Gun Control Update
And the Bell Continues to toll 

by Rodney Snedeker

Guns continue to kill people.  On July �0, 20�4 I read in the 
Tampa Bay Times that a police officer shot his wife, children and 
self.  In that same newspaper it told of a man in Texas who shot 
six people including his estranged wife and wounded his daughter.  
Also, a man shot a toddler to hurt the father.  And finally a New 
Jersey girl was killed by a stray bullet.

The next month on Thursday, August 2�, I opened the Tampa 
Bay Times and read an article about a grandmother who thought 
her seven year old son was an intruder and shot her 22 caliber 
handgun.  The bullet went through the door or her room and 
killed him.   Another article told of a wife in million dollar home 
who shot her husband.  And finally a woman, a tourist, was just 
walking along enjoying this small town in north Georgia with a 
Bavarian theme.  A man carrying a gun left a bar on the other 
side of the street, something happened and he accidentally caused 
the handgun he was carrying to go off. He shot himself in the 
hand, but the bullet didn’t stop.  It kept on going, right across the 
street and killed the woman tourist.  On Friday, August 22nd  the 
Tampa Bay Times told of a man in Hillsborough County who left 
a prominent bar.  The article suggested he might have been in an 
altercation.  As he approached his car a man came up to him and 
shot him.  In all of these situations, if no gun had been present, no 
one would have been killed.  

Then on Friday, August 29, an article explained how a nine year 
old girl had lost control of a Uzi and accidentally shot and killed 
the instructor at a gun range.  And Sunday morning, August 3�, the 
paper announced that three people engaged in an argument had 
been shot in Brooksville.  Why a nine year old should be handling 
an Uzi is difficult to understand.  And again if no gun had been 
present in these two incidents four people might not be dead.

We have to shred the mantra, “Guns don’t kill people, people kill 
people.”   Let’s substitute our own mantra:  “People don’t penetrate 
flesh and destroy organs, bullets from guns do.”

How many pointless gun deaths must our society endure before 
we enact responsible laws.  Let us support legislators at all levels 
who will. •

Challenged to Conserve 

by Ginny Nelson

In a determined effort, from January to August, I reduced 
my daily kilowatt-hour usage every month except for Feb-
ruary and June over the usage for those same months in 
20�3. Even in February and June, when I didn’t do as well 
as in the other months, my usage was well under the �,000 
kilowatt hours required to keep the lower charge.

Recently I received the Duke Energy letter stating I would 
be one of the lucky ones to have �0 days added to my cur-
rent billing period.

Am I angry? You bet. The challenge is on. Can I conserve 
enough energy to stay under �,000 kilowatt hours for a 
longer billing period? I am motivated by anger at Duke’s 
lack of respect for its customers as well as our environ-
ment.

And angry at the legislators who don’t care that this is 
happening. My vote will reflect their accountability.

Ed. Note:  Go Ginny!  Hal Alterman writes that this should 
be required reading for all of us. •
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Judithanne McLauchlan’s 1st proposed bill would be to repeal nuclear 
fee

Posted By MITCH PERRY   Reprinted from Creative Loafing

 SD 22 Democratic candidate Judithanne McLauchlan today said that the first bill she would sponsor if she 
defeats Jeff Brandes in November would be to end the nuclear cost recovery fee that electric utilities like Duke 
Energy have been able to charge their customers since 2006. In addition, McLauchlan’s bill would provide a refund 
to consumers for those fees since they were enacted eight years ago.

“Duke Energy has been fleecing consumers for the last eight years, with a monthly tax for nuclear plants that will 
never be built,” McLauchlan said in a press release. And she said that Senator Brandes has “accepted thousands of 
dollars from Duke’s political committees over the last several years.”

Anger about those nuclear cost recovery fees was exacerbated in the past year after Duke Energy announced 
that they would scuttle construction on two nuclear reactors planned for Levy County after their estimated date 
of completion had stretched into 2024 at a projected cost of some $24 billion.

Florida Democrats Michelle Rehwinkel Vasilinda, Mark Danish and Dwight Dudley in recent years have pro-
posed legislation to repeal that tax, but the bill has gone nowhere in the Legislature. 

“It’s no surprise he has done nothing to end this tax,” McLauchlan says of Brandes’ refusal to support that legisla-
tion. “In fact, he pushed for and passed a bill last year, which allows Duke Energy to continue this tax. It’s time we 
had legislators in Tallahassee who look out for families and small businesses back home, not the special interest 
donors who fund their campaigns.” She’s also calling on him to return all of his contributions from Duke’s PACS, 
“to show that he is truly on the side of the people of Pinellas County and Florida.”

CL reached out to Senator Brandes for comment, but have not heard back from him at the time of this posting.

McLauchlan is currently a professor of political science at USFSP, and has been steeped in politics her entire 
career, having worked on the campaigns of Bill Clinton and Al Gore, and served in the Clinton White House. She’s 
been campaigning hard to defeat Brandes, who was elected to the Senate seat that encompasses both St. Petersburg 
and South Tampa in 20�2, after being elected to the House in 20�0, beating Democratic incumbent Bill Heller.

The SD22 seat has been in GOP hands since Jack Latvala 
defeated Nina Hayden back in 20�0. Prior to that, Pinellas 
County Commissioner Charlie Justice held the seat.

Although McLauchlan knows she will be severely outspent 
in the contest, she’s keeping the focus on Brandes’ mostly con-
servative record in what is considered something of a swing 
district.

“Whether it is utilities, flood insurance, property insurance, 
you name it — my opponent always puts special interests ahead 
of middle class families back home,” she says.”This is how things 
work in Tallahassee, and it’s the reason people are so disgusted 
with and have a complete lack of trust in our Legislature. I’m 
running to put the middle class first in every decision I make.” 
•
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Duke Power Complaints:
by Ivan Penn  Reprinted from Tampa BayTimes 

The list is long. Too long.

Dozens of calls and emails, all with similar cus-
tomer complaints about Duke Energy Florida.

Never had these ratepayers seen their electric 
bills as high as they did this month. $250. $488. 
$573.75. 

Stacey Blais of Clearwater wrote to say her August 
bill had reached $749.�0.

“I for one am outraged by my high energy bill, 
which has doubled since last year’s bill,” Blais said 
in an email. “I have been so upset about these high 
bills that I get ill and stressed out just thinking 
about it.”

Without question, this summer’s string of 90-
plus-degree days is working air-conditioning units 
overtime and contributing to exorbitant utility 
costs. Florida utilities faced some of the highest 
energy-usage days this month since August 2007.

But a large part of the complaint problem is 
Duke’s doing. And its undoing. 

Come Thursday, the utility will have some explain-
ing to do to the state Public Service Commission, 
which asked Duke to appear before the five-mem-
ber panel for questioning. 

Duke added days, and even weeks, on a one-time 
basis to the monthly billing cycle of some 267,000 
customers as part of a change to its meter-reading 
system. For some, the extended bills increased their 
electricity usage and kicked them into a higher rate 
tier, costing them even more. 

After public outcry and pressure from state law-
makers, Duke promised a credit on average of $5.62 
on future bills. Some customers will get more, some 
less.

But that appears only to have angered customers 
more.

Ned Leavy, 7�, who lives in the Five Towns com-
munity of St. Petersburg, called about his credit. 
He’s deciding whether the payment plan Duke 
offered for his bill will still enable him to afford 
his blood pressure medicine over the next five 
months.

  

“This really puts a lousy taste in my mouth,” said 
Leavy, who said he was told that he might get a credit 
as high as $9.42, an amount that seemed arbitrary 
and too small. “I asked the representative, ‘How do 
you people sleep at night?’ She said, ‘Actually, I sleep 
very well.’

“I’ve been in business for 30 years. I’ve never received 
a colder or more frosty answer.”

Ted Petine bought his house in Tarpon Springs 
a few months ago and hasn’t even moved in. The 
Bloomfield, N.J., resident received a bill this month 
for $�70. His thermostat stays at 80 degrees. There’s 
no refrigerator in the house. And just a couple of 
night lights burn in the evenings.

“I’m not even living in the house yet,” said Petine 
of his �,800-square-foot home. “I insisted as a con-
sumer that they come out and check the meter. They 
refused. They don’t seem to give a damn.”

Petine said he hopes he gets a credit. But he’s not 
holding his breath. 

Blais wondered if anyone plans to take legal action, 
as some have suggested, or do anything else that 
could help customers against the nation’s largest 
utility company, a company that ranks lowest year 
after year for customer service among big utilities in 
Florida. 

“I spoke to another employee of Duke Energy 
who was completely unsympathetic to this trav-
esty. I almost broke down in tears,” Blais said. “So 
Ivan, is there anyone specific that I need to speak to 
directly?”

Perhaps the question now is: Tallahassee, are you 
listening?

Contact Ivan Penn at ipenn@tampabay.com or 
(727) 892-2332

•
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  Vying for a Congressional Seat in DC

We Democrats do not have a candidate in the election for the 
�3th District in the US Congress.  Our current rep., who won 
a special election to replace Bill Young when Young died, is 
David Jolly.  Lucas Overby is a Libertarian candidate.  

Club member Frank Prahl urges us thus, “As Rep. David 
Jolly is cosponsoring �00 peices of legislation (see his listing 
at http://jolly.house.gov), I suggest all Dems sign up for his 
weekly newsletter fo keep abreast of his antics in Congress.  
Looks like he is firmly aboard the Tea Party wagon.”

Here are some of his bills:   

H.R. 23 Sanctity of Human Life Act - Declares that: (�) the 
right to life guaranteed by the Constitution is vested in each 
human and is the person’s paramount and most fundamental 
right; (2) each human life begins with fertilization, cloning, or 
its functional equivalent, at which time every human has all 
legal and constitutional attributes and privileges of person-
hood; and (3) Congress, each state, the District of Columbia, 
and all U.S. territories have the authority to protect all human 
lives.

H.R. 940 Health Care Conscience Rights Act - Amends 
title I of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act to 
declare that nothing in such title shall require an individual 
to purchase individual health insurance coverage that includes 
coverage of an abortion or other item or service to which the 
individual has a moral or religious objection, or prevent an 
issuer from offering or issuing, to that individual, individual 
coverage excluding such item or service.

Makes similar denials about requiring a sponsor to spon-
sor, purchase, or provide such coverage, or a health insurance 
issuer or group health plan sponsor to cover an abortion or 
other item or service to which the sponsor or issuer has a 
moral or religious objection.

Denies also that such title authorizes imposition of a tax, 
penalty, fee, fine, or other sanction, or imposition of cover-
age of such an item or service, in relation to health insurance 
coverage or a group health plan that excludes such an item or 
service.

Amends the Public Health Service Act to codify the prohi-
bition against any action by the federal government and any 
state or local government receiving federal financial assistance 
to subject a health professional, a hospital, a provider-spon-
sored organization, a health maintenance organization, an 
accountable care organization, a health insurance plan, or any 
other kind of health care facility, organization, or plan to dis-
crimination on the basis that the entity refuses to participate 
in abortion-related activities.

Requires the Secretary of Health and Human Services to 
designate the Director of the Office for Civil Rights of the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to receive 
and investigate complaints alleging a violation of abortion dis-
crimination prohibition.

Creates a cause of action for the Attorney General or any per-
son or entity adversely affected to obtain equitable or legal relief 
for any violation of this abortion discrimination prohibition. 
Allows commencement of an action to be commenced and the 
granting of relief without a prerequisite pursuit of administra-
tive remedies. Allows such an action against a federal or state 
governmental entity.

H.R. �09�  Life at Conception Act - Declares that the right 
to life guaranteed by the Constitution is vested in each human 
being beginning at the moment of fertilization, cloning, or other 
moment at which an individual comes into being. Prohibits 
construing this Act to authorize the prosecution of any woman 
for the death of her unborn child.• 

Letter to Rep. Jolly 

from club member Frank Prahl

With reference to your position letter of august 5, 20�4, 
I couldn’t be more opposed to all five of the bills you have 
elected to support.  Apparently, you must believe women 
are still chattel to be, at least sexually, totally controlled by 
men.  The Taliban and ISIS believe this, but America has 
long progressed past this issue. 

Your positions on women are those of extreme funda-
mentalist religions, Christianity included with Islamic 
fundamentalists.  You obviously do not understand the 
�st Amendment of the Constitution regarding government 
prohibition from promoting dogma of a particular religion, 
Christianity in your case.  This may play well with your 
Tea Party supporters, but is against the Constitution and 
equality for all citizens, including women.  I am appalled 
that a U.S Congressman, in the 2�st century, could pro-
mote  such backward, irrational legislation. •
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St. Petersburg Club Picnic, Aug. 31.  
A good time was had by all!
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Governor.

 Scott, Rick, (REP)/ Lopez-Cantera,Carlos (incumbent) 

Crist,  Charlie, (DEM)/ Taddeo, Annette

Attorney GenerAl.

Bondi, Pam (REP), incumbent

Sheldon, George (DEM)

Chief finAnCiAl offiCer.

Atwater, Jeff,  (REP), incumbent

Rankin, William “Will”,  (DEM)

Commissioner of AGriCulture.

Putnam, Adam, (REP), incumbent 

 Hamilton, Thaddeus “Tad”, (DEM)

stAte senAtor (PinellAs County) distriCt 22.

Brandes, Jeff,  (REP), incumbent  

McLauchlan, Judithanne,  (DEM)  

stAte rePresentAtives.

distriCt 65:

Zimmermann, Carl “Z”, (DEM), incumbent 

Sprowls, Chris, (REP)

distriCt 66:

Ahern, Larry, (REP), incumbent

Grizzle, Lorena, (DEM)

distriCt 67:

Latvala, Chris, (REP)

Sarnoff, Steve, (DEM)

distriCt 68:

Dudley, Dwight, (DEM), incumbent

Young, Bill, (REP)

distriCt 69:

Peters, Kathleen, (REP), incumbent 

Orsini, Scott T., (DEM)

PinellAs County eleCtions

County Commissioner,  At lArGe,  distriCt 2

Patricia  “Pat” Gerard, (DEM)

Ed Hooper, (REP) 

lArGo City CounCil eleCtion

This is a non-partisan election. 

seAt 1:

Michael Smith, incumbent, member LMPDC

Bronson Oudshoff, opponent

seAt 2:

Samantha Fenger, member LMPDC

Daniel Ruffner, opponent

Candidates for State of Florida Elections
the eleCtion:

The following list was compiled by Lodewijk Van den Berg

This is a list of candidates of interest to the members of the Largo Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club, since part or 
all of their election districts fall within the area of the membership. This list may make it easier for members to 
determine which candidates to actively support as they see fit.
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DiSt. 70 rep. 
Darryl rouSon (D) 
  
 650� 25th Way South, Suite D  
St. Petersburg, Florida 337�2  
 Darryl.Rouson@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(727) 906-3200 

stAte senAte

DiSt. 19 Sen. arthenia 
Joyner  (D) 

508 W. Dr. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
Suite C Tampa, Florida 
33603   

Joyner.Arthenia.
web@flsenate.gov 

(8�3) 233-4277 

DiSt. 64 rep.  JaMeS 
Grant (r)    

�2956 N. Dale Mabry 
Highway  Tampa, Florida 
336�8             James.
Grant@myflorida-
house.gov 

(8�3) 265-6280 

DiSt. 65 rep.   carl 
ZiMMerMann (D) 

��06 Pinehurst Road  
Dunedin, Florida 34698 

Carl.
Zimmermann@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(727) 733-8267 

DiSt. 66 rep.  larry 
ahern (r)    

55�� Park Street North, 
Suite �0�  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33709  

Larry.Ahern@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(727) 545-642� 

Flor ida State   Delegation

DiSt. 67 rep.  eD hooper 
(r)    

Waters Edge Office Center, 
Suite 206  

2963 Gulf to Bay Boulevard, 
Clearwater, Florida 33759       

Ed.Hooper@myflori-
dahouse.gov 

(727) 724-3000 

DiSt. 68 rep.  DwiGht 
DuDley (D) 

3647 4th Street North, Suite 
300  St. Petersburg, Florida 
33704 

Dwight.Dudley@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(727) 552-2747 

DiSt. 69 rep.  kathleen 
peterS  (r) 

�700 66th Street North, 
Suite 203  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 337�0 

Kathleen.Peters@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(727) 34�-7385 

DiSt. 20 Sen. Jack 
latvala (r)

 26�33 U.S. Highway �9 
North, Suite 20�  Clearwater, 
Florida 33763 

Latvala.Jack.web@
flsenate.gov  

(727) 556-6500 

DiSt. 22 Sen. Jeff  
BranDeS (r)

 3637 4th Street North, Suite 
�0�  St. Petersburg, Florida 
33704 

Brandes.Jeff.web@
flsenate. gov  

(727) 552-2573
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?

of us.  However, the opinions and 
viewpoints expressed by contribu-
tors may not necessarily reflect those 
of the club. Please send submissions 
to newsletter editor, Lois Fries, at   
loisfries@gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this 
newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add 
more folks to our newsletter email 
list. (Please forward to anyone you 
know who may be interested in 
what we do and how to join.)  Her 
address is:    loisfries@gmail.
com   •

 

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas 
Democratic Club members are an inter-
ested, involved, informed - and opinion-
ated - bunch.  And providing a forum for 
all that “good stuff” is an important func-
tion of our newsletter.  The Board encour-

ages articles and 
letters to the 
editor.  

This newsletter 
is created by vol-
unteers who make 
every attempt to 
publish factual 
information, and 
who encourage 
the free exchange 
of information 
and opinions. It 
should include 
input from all 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

ChAnge, yes We CAn


