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Claire Conner, 
author of Wrapped 
in the Flag, a book 
about her experi-
ences of growing 
up in a right-wing 
family of John Birch 
Society leaders and 
breaking with the 
Birch Society and 
its rigid ideology as 

she matured, was the lead speaker at our 
May meeting.  Since she had spoken to 
us last year about her book, she empha-
sized the contemporary scene in this 
address.  In Claire Conner’s view, the 
tea-party activists and the libertarian/
conservative 
movement 
have already 
achieved 
many of the 
goals of the 
John Birch 
Society.  She 
urged mem-
bers to “wake 
up” and 
combat the 
right-wing 
agenda that 
has blocked 
the Obama 
Administration and set our country on 
an anti-government path that is likely 
to destroy the middle class if it is not 
reversed.   

Also speak-
ing at our May 
meeting was Jim 
Dyson, a vol-
unteer leader 
in the Greater 
Ridgecrest 360 
reading pro-
gram.  He out-
lined this pro-
gram and urged 
club members 
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From the President’s Desk 
by Rich Piper

to get involved in helping students in 
Ridgecrest Elementary School to keep 
up with their reading during the sum-
mer months.  For additional infor-
mation, members may contact Jim at 
727-42�-9344 or email readridgecrest@
gmail.com. 

Lorena Grizzle, a local teacher who 
is running for the Florida House of 
Representatives in House District 66 
(against Republican 
incumbent, Larry 
Ahern), updated 
club members on 
her campaign and 
encouraged us to 
help her win this 
seat in November.  

There was also 
discussion of 
the upcom-
ing club pic-
nic, scheduled 
for Saturday, 
October 11, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 
Pavilion 4 at Taylor Park.  Mary Ellen 
Lansburg, chair of the picnic commit-
tee, asked for volunteers to help her as 
the picnic committee begins its prepa-
rations for this annual event.  Tickets 
will be $�0 each for all you can eat.   

•

Our June �6 meeting of the club 
will feature Seminole City Councilor 
(and Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic 
Club member) Patricia Plantamura.  
She will be discussing her involve-
ment with the efforts to assist the 
Immokalee Farm Workers and the 
cause of immigration reform.  Please 
mark your calendars for Monday, 
June 16.  

Councilor Plantamura is an inter-
esting and informative speaker with 
an important message for us at the 
Acropol Restaurant  7:15 P.M.1170 
Starkey Rd., Largo

Claire Connor, author 
of “Wrapped in the 
Flag” spoke at the May 
meeting.

Jim Dyson show 
with member Ginny 
Nelson

Lorena Grizzle, Candi-
date for FL HD 66
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Sen. Bill nelSon  (D)

(8�3) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.senate.
gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco ruBio  (r)
 (8�3) 977-6450 or  (202) 

224-304� 
Email: http://rubio.senate.gov/

contact_form.cfm 

rep. DaviD Jolly (r)

(727) 392-4�00  or (727) 823-
8900or  (202) 225-596�
Email: https://jolly.house.gov/contact/

email-me

rep. cathy caStor (D) 

(8�3) 87�-287� or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.gov

rep. GuS BilirakiS (r)

(727) 232-292� or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.house.
gov

Federal Congressional 
Delegation

Club  News

Next Meeting, June 16
at the Acropol Restaurant  7:15 P.M.
��70 Starkey Rd., Largo

Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club member) Patricia Plantamura.  She will 
be discussing her involvement with the efforts to assist the Immokalee 
Farm Workers and the cause of immigration reform.

Ridgecrest Reading Program 

by Kathleen Jamison  

Orientation for the Ridgecrest summer reading program, coordinated by Jim 
Dyson, took place last week.  I volunteered last year and am excited to get 
started again.  The goal is to help youngsters in that low income neighborhood 
maintain - and hopefully improve - their reading skills while school is out.  In 
addition to the read aloud mentoring, the hope is to reward and inspire the 
kids by allowing them to pick out a book of their own. 

Since we all appreciate the importance of reading to success in school and in 
life,  I thought maybe we, as a club, might be willing to help fund this effort 
by donating a few dollars to purchase Barnes and Noble gift cards.  A couple 
of years ago we made a donation in the name of the club to the Largo Library’s 
book drive.

I can collect contributions and work with Jim Dyson on getting the gift cards.  
We will vote on the proposal at our next meeting. 
•

Shawna Vercher for Fl HD #67 
Opens Campaign Headquarters 

On May 30th nearly 70 individuals came 
together to celebrate the opening of Shawna 
Vercher’s Campaign Headquarters in 
Clearwater.

The attendees were entertained by a chorus 
of children.  Volunteers and supporters, many 
from the Largo/Mid Pinellas Democratic Club, 
helped with event preparations.  

On the very same day, Shawna received the highest endorsement of Florida 
NOW (National Organization for Women), the leading women’s organization 
in Florida.  •
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Gun Control News
  by Elizabeth Snedeker

  Citizens for Responsible Gun Laws on May 
�4, 20�4  met with Dr. Marjorie Sanfilippo, 
Professor of Psychology at Eckerd College.  Dr. 
Sanfilippo is an expert on gun safety, particu-
larly as it is related to children.  She appeared on 
the Diane Sawyer show in January discussing 
an experiment on children’s reactions to discov-
ering a gun in a classroom.  It was a shocking 
example of the need for keeping children safe.  
Whether or not the child had been taught to 
not touch guns, the curiosity of the small child 
was too much to control their behavior.  The 
children, on finding a gun in a knapsack or box 
immediately began to play with it, often point-
ing at themselves or other children. 

Dr. Sanfilippo 
spoke to approxi-
mately thirty people 
about her experi-
ment,  children’s 
responses to guns, 
and the absolute 
necessity, if a gun is 
in a home, to keep 
that gun in a locked 
box with only the 
parent having access 
to the key.    Approximately 
thirty children are killed 
each day because of guns.  The largest percent-
age of them are the result of accidental shooting 
when children gained access to parents’ guns.

Dr. Sanfilippo also stressed the right of a par-
ent to inquire of other parents if they have a 
gun in their home and how is it secured.  It 
is too dangerous to allow our children to visit 
their friends when an unsecured gun is present.  
For your child to be safe, when a gun is pres-
ent, it must be under lock and key.  Nothing 
else is safe—including hiding it in an inacces-
sible place.  Children, she suggested, can be very 
creative in getting what they want to look at.  
•

“Those who can convince you of 
absurdities can lead you to commit 
atrocities.”

 -- Voltaire

Dr. Sanfilippo
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Voter Registration

When we vote, Democrats win.  Our objective for every 
election should be to Get Out The Vote!  To that end, classes 
and drives will be held as follows:

Voter Registration Training

There will be a Voter Registration Training course offered 
for those who have not yet taken the training or for those 
who wish to get a refresher.  The training will be held at 
�8�2 Drew Street, Clearwater. Fl (Shawna Vercher’s campaign 
office) from 6:�5pm-7:30pm on Wednesday June �8, 20�4.

Voter Registration Drives
There are three Voter Registration drives being offered this month; 
�.) Saturday June 2�st from �0am-4pm meeting at �8�2 Drew 
Street, Clearwater Fl registering voters in high-turnover/low in-
come apartment complexes, 2.) Sunday June 2�st from �0am-4pm 
meeting at �8�2 Drew Street, Clearwater Fl registering voters in 
high-turnover/low income apartment complexes and 3.) St Pete 
Pride downtown St Petersburg on Sunday June 29th from ��am-
3pm meeting at the Stonewall Democrats’ booth registering voters 
attending the St Pete Pride event.

RSVP for either or both to: Deb Anderson, deborah.anderson.
mb@gmail.com or 727.432.7737  •

Democratic Events for Summer 2014

For a list of all events for May and June go to the Pinel-
las Democratic Calendar page at:

http://www.pinellasdemocrats.org/events/

Governor Crist to open new offices

Governor Crist and the rest of our team is pleased to invite 
you to our new office opening this Saturday, June �4, in Saint 
Petersburg. 

As a current or former elected official, it would be an honor 
to have your support and presence as we continue to build the 
largest grassroots campaign in Florida’s history. 

With your continuous backing, we know we can return 
Tallahassee to the people of Florida and put our great state 
back on track. 

The details are as 
follows: 

11:00 A.M.  

23�3 Central Avenue 
Saint Petersburg, FL 337�3 
(Across the street from the Taco Bus)

A new Tampa office is opening on June 21st at
3�05 W. Waters , Tampa

11:00 AM • •

On-line ticket purchase at:
www.pinellasdemocrats.com
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Environmental Issues

The Everglades: a mosaic of ecosystems

 By Ginny Nelson

Sometimes it is ok to not be in charge; to just kick back for 
the car ride, uncertain about what challenging experiences 
the next two days may bring.  Our destination for that 
week-end trip last fall was the Everglades: a place I hadn’t 
seen for thirty years and then only from a car window.  
I was excited to go on this trip when Mary Sanders 
told me about the itinerary and invited me to go along.  
I was currently reading a recently purchased copy of 
Jack E. Davis’ book An Everglades Providence and had 
just finished reading Marjory Stoneman Douglas’ book 
The Everglades: River of Grass.   I was ready and anx-
ious for a personal experience in the Everglades, and I 
was about to get it.

After a 9:00 a.m. departure from Pinellas County, by 
early afternoon we were southeast of Naples heading 
east on the Tamiami Trail. We passed through the Cypress 
National Forest and into Everglades National Park.  The 
� ½ million acres in the Everglades National Park (which 
is just 20% of the Everglades original extent) is not just 

Glades con’t on page  7

Hands Across The Sand - 2014

On a picture-postcard perfect Saturday morning, 
a few hundred folks turned out on Indian Rocks 
Beach for the 5th annual  global “HANDS ACROSS 
THE SAND” event to “Say NO to offshore drilling” 

and “Yes to clean 
energy”.  

On May �7, People 
from all walks of 
life in communi-
ties around the 
country AND the 
globe took part in 
our 5th Annual 
Hands Across the 

Sand / Hands Across 
the Land and asked 
the President and 

local officials to reject the use of dirty fuels in ALL 
processes. Ask the President to reject expanding off-
shore drilling, seismic blasting, hydraulic fracturing, 
Keystone XL pipeline, Tar Sands extraction and all 

Cora Kostka and Wanda 
Schwerer  at the check-in booth

other dirty fuel projects that threaten our communities and 
destabilize our climate. 
Hands Across the Sand / Land, 

founded in 20�0, grew into an inter-
national movement after the BP oil 
disaster in April of that year. People 
came together to join hands, forming 
symbolic barriers against spilled oil 
and to stand against the impacts 
of other forms of extreme 
energy. 

Four years later, as mil-
lions begin to understand that 
President Obama’s Climate 
Action Plan falls short if it fails 
to address keeping dirty fuels in 
the ground, there’s a rising tide of grassroots activism demand-
ing that we choose a clean energy future over the dangerous 
and dirty fuels of the 20th century.

The coalition of organizations, activists and citizens around 
the world bring the message of clean energy to local and world 
leaders.•

one identical ecosystem.  It makes sense to think of the 
Everglades as a mosaic of ecosystems: including, among 
others, saw grass marsh and marl prairies dotted with tree 
islands of pinelands, hardwood hammocks and cypress 
systems. Our week-end plans included visits to two dif-
ferent types of Everglades’s ecosystems: the Shark Valley 
Slough (a sawgrass marsh known as the “river of grass”) 
and the Fakahatchee Strand Everglades State Preserve (an 

elongated cypress and hardwood 
swamp forest).

We drove towards the Shark Valley 
Slough, our first tour of the day, 
through the Big Cypress National 
Preserve and the western half of 
the Everglades marsh. The terrain 
on both sides of the road was flat, 
a wide-open expanse (prairie-like) 
and dominated, of course, by the 
sedge known as sawgrass.  The flat 

line formed by the tops of the grass repeated the flatness of 
the land.  No taller plants interrupted vertically.  I noticed 
that water completely filled the man-made canals wedged 

On-line ticket purchase at:
www.pinellasdemocrats.com

Epiphytes (from Bing -royalty 
free)
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between the sawgrass edge and our road, indicating a 
watery base in the dense fields of sawgrass.  In the far 
distance on the horizon were trees that looked very 
small from that distance, too indistinct to identify.   
Occasionally we saw wading birds and birds in flight. 
These first glimpses of the Everglades were pretty much 
the way I remembered it, and I was anxious to see 
more.

Since we were a little early and 
had some time to spare before 
our scheduled tour at the Shark 
Valley Slough, we decided to stop 
at the Clyde Butcher Gallery.  It 
too is on Rt 4�, the Tamiami 
Trail, near The Big Cypress 
National Preserve Oasis Visitor’s 
Center.    Clyde Butcher is famous 
for his black and white photo-
graphs of swamps and cypress 
trees and other remote places in 
the Everglades.  We were impressed with his 
photos showing the beauty and uniqueness of 
places we were about to see for ourselves.  Also 
included in the gallery were works by other 
lesser known and local nature artists.  It was 
hard to resist the urge to buy, but I haven’t for-
gotten them, and hope to return soon for a 
shopping trip.

After driving a bit longer, we arrived at the Shark 
Valley Visitor’s Center in plenty of time for our previ-
ously arranged tour.  Soon we were on the park-operated 
tram.  Our three car tram 
had open sides and was 
covered for shade.  Every 
bench was crammed with 
passengers as we headed 
out into the slough with 
our driver and narrator. 
We moved slowly along 
the narrow �5-mile loop 
road trying to hear expla-
nations of the history and 
ecology of the Valley.  Before us was the Shark River 
Slough, a shallow trough of slow-moving water that 
is 50 miles wide. The currents that move 
through its channel move north to south 
at about �00 feet per day.  It is a struggle to 
comprehend the idea that this slough is a 
slow moving river, because we did not see the common 
features of a river, such as the banks that often define 
a channel of easily seen moving water.  Here the water 
is mostly hard to see in the dense mats of vegetation.  
The slough, though, is actually the wettest plant com-
munity of the Everglades.  Sloughs are often covered in 
water for more than eleven months per year.  From the 

tram, we were looking at spikerush and maidencane 
and interspersed knolls of cocoplum, willow, and 
asters knowing that the “river” was there hidden from 
our view.   Sporadically and in the distance there are 
areas of open water where aquatic plants such as blad-
derwort, water lily and spatterdock grow. Periphyton, 
I later found out, is an important algae that mostly 
forms on solid surfaces under the water or can be seen 
as brown mats on the water’s surface.  It is critical to 
the development of the slough’s insects and amphib-

ians which then are a food source for its 
birds, fish and reptiles. Ducks were swim-
ming on the surface of the nearby open 
water, and in the distance we watched as 
large flocks of white ibis took off together 
and flew low in a graceful arc. The tram 
halted to allow a snake to safely cross the 
road.  Midway on our tour we stopped and 

got out to walk the trail to the 
observation tower.  From the top 
we were treated to a grand pan-
oramic view of the “glades” and 
the big “gators” basking in the 
sun.  On the final leg of the tour 
back to the Visitor’s Center, we 
learned that the road we were 
driving on was put in when oil 
companies were exploring for 
oil there.  The canal next to 

road was used to drain the water off 
the land.  Fortunately, we are now 

working to remove the human interventions that have 
prevented the vital slow movement of the Everglades 
water to the sea.  But I am grateful for the road that 

has allowed us to see this special place.

We left the Slough and headed to Everglades 
City for dinner and a night’s rest.  Sunday we were 

scheduled to “see” the 
Fakahatchee Strand.

The Fakahatchee 
Strand is by definition a 
cypress and hardwood 
forest surrounded by 
swamp.  It is about 
twenty miles long and 
three-five miles wide.  

Its shape is elongated (think constant 
currant action from north to south).  
On the short ride from breakfast to the 

Strand, I was reading in an attempt to learn some-
thing about the area I was about to experience.  At 
the appointed time, we were at the Preserve’s head-
quarters’ building to meet Mike Owen, the ranger, 
guide, and expert on the Fakahatchee.  He was to lead 
our group into this unknown forest, and I wasn’t sure 
what to expect.  Someone in the group had said it was 

Glades con’t on page 7

Glades con’t from page 5 

photos by Ginny Nelson

Cocopalm and sawgrass 
photos Bing (royalty-free)
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Glades con’t from page 6

the dry season, but I found out later, that the dry season was 
just beginning. The wet season had just ended.  An impor-
tant point as I would soon find out.

We began our walk with Mike on a high gravel road through 
woods on both sides.  He explained that the road is an old 
logging road. During WWII the logging industry came in 
and clear-cut the old cypress and mahogany trees from the 
strand.  With that disturbing information, we began to more 
closely look at the woods surrounding us.  And that is when 
we saw the trees: royal palm and cypress trees growing next 
to each other in the same woods!  The Fakahatchee is the 
only place in the world where that happens.  That those two 
magnificent trees are found here together began to reveal to 
us that the Fakahatchee is truly a special place.  We followed 
Mike as he headed left off the road, down a steep slope, 
into a dark dense jungle of trees, saplings, fallen logs, low 
growing branches, and water. Our boots were immediately 
covered with water up to our ankles.  It was definitely an odd 
sensation as my eyes began to adjust to the darkness.  I soon 
discovered that the ground under the water was uneven and 
covered with unseen logs, roots, and large fallen tree trunks 
that likely would trip one of us eventually.  I didn’t even 
want to think of what else might be there.  Determined to 
see more of this watery place, though, I quickly learned to 
take small measured steps and not to lift my feet too high.  
The water quickly got deeper and soon was to the middle 
of my thighs.  We followed Ranger Mike, slowly, stepping 
carefully, in a zigzag path as he led us through the swamp.  
He showed us where the elusive and famous “ghost orchids” 
grow, mostly on pop ash trees: taking care to tell us that all 
the locations are inventoried.  The Fakahatchee is famous 
for its large variety of rare orchids and bromeliads, and 
orchid thieves have long sneaked in and stolen the flow-
ers from their native places. After an hour and a half, we 
stopped walking.  At last I could take my time viewing all 
the beauty of this place. What impressed me even more than 
what I saw was the sense of timeless calm that I felt just 
being in that place.  Looking back, I think I felt “in touch” 
with earth’s life force: of what came before and that to come. 
The hazy sunlight came down to the water’s surface and 
reflected light off the brown water.  It filtered through the 
leaves and plants highlighting so many different hues of the 
color green that I almost held my breath. The epiphytes were 
everywhere, up high and down low on the tree trunks, on 
the branches hanging over the water and in the tree crev-
ices. The cypress trees were second growth and so were not 
huge.  However, there were cypress stumps that were huge, 
and like a bandage over a wound, lush mammoth ferns were 
growing and covering the stumps with their pendulant and 
graceful fronds.  Somehow, it seemed to lessen the loss of 
the tree. As we began the return trek to our starting point 
into the swamp, I was almost comfortable slogging through 
thigh-deep swamp water.  I was reluctant to leave the swamp 
behind but glad to get onto dry land at the same time.  

When we were back at the car, each of us expressed amaze-
ment at what we had just accomplished. We were a special 

 Join Judithanne McLauchlan

Candidate for Florida State 
Senate – District 22

for drinks and appetizers on the Beach

 

Thursday, June 19th from 6-8 PM

At the Alden Suites

5900 Gulf Blvd

St. Pete Beach, FL 33706

To RSVP or join the host com-
mittee, please contact 

andy@votejudithanne.com 

or 260-515-3579.

 

Paid by Judithanne McLauchlan, Democrat, 
for Florida Senate District 22.

 

group of people —.no doubt!—with the grit 
to overcome our fear.  I for one remember it 
fondly.•



name recognition.”   So it isn’t surprising that despite the 
millions of dollars of negative advertising already run-
ning against Crist, surveys consistently show him leading 
Gov. Rick Scott – the margin was 48% to 38% in a recent 
Quinnipiac Poll.  Nan Rich, by comparison, trails Scott 
in poll after poll.  More significantly, her meager fund-
raising is dwarfed by Scott’s $�00 million-plus campaign 
war-chest.  In contrast to Rich’s minimal achievements 
as Florida Senate Minority Leader, Crist compiled a note-
worthy record of success as Governor.  Refusing to be 
hobbled by ideological strictures, Crist vetoed bills that 
were designed to end teacher tenure and restrict abortion 
rights.  He also championed preserving the Everglades’ 
endangered environment and restoring voting rights to 
felons.  As the famous picture of him hugging President 
Obama symbolized, Crist used federal stimulus dollars to 
save the jobs of an estimated 20,000 teachers, as well as 
thousands of firefighters, law enforcement officials and 
middle-class and working-class public employees.

Actions have consequences.  In addition to his “likeabil-
ity and universal name recognition”, the populist-oriented 
policies and decisions Crist made as Governor are why 
so many Democrats comfortably accept his Democratic 
candidacy today.  Although the August 26 Primary will 
enable rank and file Democrats to decide who the Party’s 
candidate for governor will be (mail ballots will be sent 
out next month), these grassroots activists were not given 
the same opportunity to select the Democratic candidate 
to oppose David Jolly for Congress in Pinellas’s CD-�3. 

So, when Alex Sink decided to forgo a CD-�3 rematch 
against Rep. Jolly after temporizing for nearly two months, 
the Party’s political leaders in Washington, Tallahassee 
and Pinellas chose not to embrace the only candidate who 
had expressed a willingness to run and a proven record 
of support for the Democratic Party’s core values, core 
principles and core constituencies – Rev. Manuel Sykes, a 
noted pastor, community activist and President of the St 
Petersburg NAACP.  Inexplicably, these executive leaders 
turned their backs on him, saying that a black man could 
not win in this overwhelmingly white district, ignoring 
the fact that Barack Obama had done just that in his two 
Presidential races (2008 and 20�2).  

Realistically, beating Jolly in November was never going 
to be an easy task.  It became even harder when Jolly 
cemented his standing among the Seniors who are such 
a dominant factor in Pinellas elections by voting against 
the proposed Ryan budget, a budget that contains provi-
sions designed to “end Medicare as we know it”.  Instead 
of recognizing the reality of the situation and rewarding 
the most loyal component of its electoral base by support-
ing Sykes’ candidacy, Pinellas Democratic leaders rolled 

Letters and Opinions

Page 8  Volume 6 Number 5 May, 20�4

DO WE WANT A CANDIDATE WHO’S PURE OF 
HEART… OR ONE WHO CAN WIN ?

-- By Hal Alterman

Mary Lou Ambrose wrote a very compelling letter last 
month that ran in both the Largo Club Newsletter and the 
Tampa Bay Times.  It was entitled “Real Democrats do the 
hard work”.  In addition to extolling the virtues of rank 
and file Democrats – the ones she views as being “the real 
party” – Mary Lou forcefully addressed the central issue 
many Pinellas Democrats carefully avoid – “Where (or 
who) is the Democratic Party?”

“Is it the county chair who left the now well-known 
message for Rev. Manuel Sykes?”, she asks.  “Is it the state 
chair and state executive director who chose Ed Jany, an 
independent with no experience to run against David Jolly 
in the House race for District �3?  Or is it the rank and 
file members of the party who do the day-to-day work … 
giving up their free time to make the phone calls, knock 
on doors, wave signs, write checks and do their best to get 
the people in whom they believe elected ... in spite of the 
obstacles in their way.”

The key question is whether rank and file Democrats 
like us are willing to embrace Mary Lou’s vision and 
demand a voice is the candidate selection process.  Or 
will we continue meekly acquiescing to whatever deci-
sions are made in Washington and Tallahassee?  If not, 
then we need to have a more forthright discussion about 
which type of candidate Pinellas Democrats are willing 
to support.  Should we require candidates who carry the 
Democratic brand to be “pure of heart” – that is, have 
a provable record of standing up and defending the 
Democratic Party’s core values and core constituencies?  
Or, should a realistic appraisal of a candidate’s chances 
of winning be the controlling factor, not whether they’ve 
been a lifelong Democrat?

There’s also another, less rigid option: recognizing that 
each case and each race is different. Before deciding if a 
Democratic “purist” is more deserving of support than a 
candidate with a well-documented ability to raise money 
and win elections, grassroots activists should first make 
a strategic evaluation of the competitive environment.  
Charlie Crist can win.  Nan Rich can’t.  So Democrats 
should support him.  Conversely, David Jolly will be very 
tough to beat in CD-�3.  That’s why instead of cravenly 
accepting the DCCC’s across-the-bay choice, Pinellas 
Dems ought to have supported Rev. Manuel Sykes’s 
candidacy.

Let’s begin by looking at Charlie Crist.  As former legis-
lative leader Dan Gelber astutely points out, Crist’s most 
valuable political assets are “his likeability and universal Alterman con’t on page  9
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back the clock by telling black voters to “sit in the back in the bus”.  
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee compounded 
the problem by anointing Ed Jany as their CD-�3 candidate of choice, 
ignoring the fact that this former military and police officer was a long-
time Republican who did not live in Pinellas, had not been registered as 
a party member long enough to officially run as a Democrat, and had 
not been vetted sufficiently well.  When the Tampa Bay Times found 
embarrassing discrepancies in Jany’s educational record and he with-
drew from the race, the Democratic Party was left without a candidate 
in this presumably competitive district.  Rank and file activists could 
have managed this far, far better! •

Improved Healthcare Held Hostage by Lobbyists

by  John Mandujano

Project Management Professional

Certified Professional in Healthcare 
Information and Management Systems

In March of this year, the U.S. 
House of Representatives passed HR 
4302.  It passed the Senate and on 
April �st, President Obama signed 
the “Protecting Access to Medicare 
Act of 20�4”.  This law created a one-
year fix to the Sustainable Growth 
Rate used to calculate Medicare pay-
ments to physicians.  Hidden within 
the bill was a provision to delay the 
implementation of ICD-�0 codes.  The 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
periodically publishes an International 
Classification of Diseases (ICD).  
The �0th edition was published in 
�994.  The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid (CMS) working under the 
guidance of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, origi-

a possible 68,000 codes.  As healthcare 
expands its knowledge, we have run 
out of possible ICD-9 codes.  In addi-
tion, ICD-�0 codes offer the possibility 
of using more granular data for predic-
tive analysis.  For example, who do you 
think would have more viable data for 
detecting a flu outbreak: a 300 bed hos-
pital or a walk in clinic?  Actually, both 
are statistically insignificant.  But if 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
could gather diagnoses from all over 
the country, they could contact a public 
health official in a specific county and 
warn them they are about to be hit by a 
flu outbreak.  Such predictive analysis, 
also known as analytics or “Big Data,” 
has long been used by large corpora-
tions like Wal-Mart to detect nuances 
in consumer behavior.  Applied to a 
nation, population health will improve 
with more data.  Besides improved pub-
lic health, this added detail in data will 
aid identifying instances of fraud and 
abuse, provide better individual patient 
care and improve payment systems.

An example of an ICD-9 code is 996.� 
Mechanical complication of other vascu-
lar device, implant and graft.  There are 
49 possible ICD-�0 codes for this clini-
cal diagnosis.  Some of them include: 

T82.3��A – Breakdown (mechani-
cal) of carotid arterial graft (bypass), 
initial encounter
T82.3�2A – Breakdown (mechani-
cal) of femoral arterial graft (bypass), 
initial encounter 
T82.329A – Displacement of 
unspecified vascular grafts, initial 
encounter
T82.330A – Leakage of aortic (bifur-
cation) graft (replacement), initial 
encounter
T82.33�A – Leakage of carotid arte-
rial graft (bypass), initial encounter
T82.332A – Leakage of femoral arte-
rial graft (bypass), initial encounter
T82.524A – Displacement of infu-
sion catheter, initial encounter
T82.525A – Displacement of 
umbrella device, initial encounter

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

ICD codes  con’t on page  10

Editor’s Note:

The following article was submitted as an informational piece which seemed 
beyond the interests of the LMPDC.  However, after speaking about it with medi-
cal professionals and others employed in the medical field, I have become aware 
of the importance of this issue.  Many of us are on Medicare, and those who are 
not, are on some form of insurance.  In order to make the transition from paper 
to electronic records, a more specific description is needed for caregivers and 
payers to understand what care is/has been given or required.  The more specific 
descriptions are discussed in the article.  I hope this is of interest to you.  Keep 
in mind, European doctors are using the new codes with no apparent problems. 
•

nally established October �st, 20�3 
as the deadline for implementing 
ICD-�0 codes.  CMS delayed imple-
mentation until October �st, 20�4.  
The new deadline is now October 
�st, 20�5.  

Why are ICD-10 Codes 
important?

The U.S. currently uses ICD-
9 codes to classify instances of 
diagnoses and procedures.  This 
standard is 34 years old and, con-
sequently, uses outdated and obso-
lete terminology.  The number of 
possible ICD-9 codes is �0,000.  
ICD-�0 codes, by expand- ing the 
length of the field and imbedding 
intelligence within the codes, offer 
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DiSt. 69 rep.  kathleen 
peterS  (r) 

�700 66th Street North, 
Suite 203  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 337�0 

Kathleen.Peters@myflorida-
house.gov 

(727) 34�-7385 
Dist. 70 Rep. Darryl 
Rouson (D)  
 650� 25th Way South, Suite 
D  St. Petersburg, Florida 
337�2  
 Darryl.Rouson@myflori-
dahouse.gov 

(727) 906-3200 

STATE SENATE

DiSt. 19 Sen. arthenia 
Joyner  (D) 

DiSt. 64 rep.  JaMeS 
Grant (r)    

�2956 N. Dale Mabry 
Highway  Tampa, Florida 
336�8             James.Grant@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(8�3) 265-6280 

DiSt. 65 rep.   carl 
ZiMMerMann (D) 

��06 Pinehurst Road  
Dunedin, Florida 34698 

Carl.Zimmermann@myflori-
dahouse.gov 

(727) 733-8267 

DiSt. 66 rep.  larry 
ahern (r)    

55�� Park Street North, 
Suite �0�  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33709  

Flor ida State   Delegation

Larry.Ahern@myfloridahouse.
gov 

(727) 545-642� 

DiSt. 67 rep.  eD 
hooper (r)    

Waters Edge Office Center, 
Suite 206  

2963 Gulf to Bay Boulevard, 
Clearwater, Florida 33759       

Ed.Hooper@myfloridahouse.gov 
(727) 724-3000 

DiSt. 68 rep.  DwiGht 
DuDley (D) 

3647 4th Street North, Suite 
300  St. Petersburg, Florida 
33704 

Dwight.Dudley@myfloridahouse.
gov 

(727) 552-2747 

508 W. Dr. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
Suite C Tampa, Florida 
33603   

Joyner.Arthenia.web@flsenate.
gov 

(8�3) 233-4277 

DiSt. 20 Sen. Jack 
latvala (r)

 26�33 U.S. Highway �9 
North, Suite 20�  Clearwater, 
Florida 33763 

Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov  
(727) 556-6500 

DiSt. 22 Sen. Jeff  BranDeS 
(r)

 3637 4th Street North, 
Suite �0�  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33704 

Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov  
(727) 552-2573

Who opposes convert-
ing to ICD-10 Codes?

The most vocal opponent to adoption of these 
new diagnosis codes is the American Medical 
Association (AMA) and the reason might sur-
prise you.  In my opinion, doctors see the value of 
using ICD-�0 codes.  They know their colleagues 
in other countries are more aware of medical 
trends.  For example, American orthopedic sur-
geons were unaware of a problem with a specific 
type of knee replacement tracked by ICD-�0 codes.  
Heart surgeons in India were aware of a fault in 
a heart replacement valve sooner than American 
counterparts because of ICD-�0 codes.  American 
health care providers, particularly older American 
health care providers, are unhappy with the user 
interface on most electronic medical record 
(EMR) systems.  Many older health care provid-
ers would rather retire than adapt to a new system 
that makes them click, click, click, click, and click 
yet again.  It was easier using the old method of 
writing medical records.  Think about it: don’t you 
get frustrated when you try to perform a task on a 
computer and it asks you, “Are you sure you want 
to do this?”  But the old methods cannot easily 
share information with other health care provid-
ers even within hospitals.  The AMA should work 

with vendors like Cerner, Epic, McKesson and Siemens 
to produce an easier way to enter clinical data.   

Conversion to ICD-�0 codes is inevitable.  ICD-�� will 
not be issued by WHO until 20�7 and will be primar-
ily based on ICD-�0 codes.  Another discussed alter-
native is the Systemized Nomenclature of Medicine 
(SNOMED) but this coding standard is geared more 
towards clinical needs rather than statistical and reim-
bursement needs.  The AMA should relax and accept 
its fate calmly.  Consider this: we are the last country 
to adopt this coding standard.  

Exiled to Detroit

I have worked on testing the conversion of ICD-9 
codes to ICD-�0 codes at Florida Hospital Tampa and  
PharMerica.  I currently am a Program/Project Manager 
for ICD-�0 at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan.  I 
am proud to be working with an organization that has 
taken the lead in the insurance industry but I miss my 
wife, my dog, my pool, my Democratic colleagues and 
my adopted home State of Florida.  I will return at the 
end of 20�5.  •

ICD codes  con’t from page 9
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?

of us.  However, the opinions and 
viewpoints expressed by contribu-
tors may not necessarily reflect 
those of the club. Please send sub-
missions to newsletter editor, Lois 
Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this 
newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add 
more folks to our newsletter email 
list. (Please forward to anyone you 
know who may be interested in 
what we do and how to join.)  Her 
address is:    loisfries@gmail.com   •

 

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas 
Democratic Club members are an inter-
ested, involved, informed - and opinion-
ated - bunch.  And providing a forum for 
all that “good stuff” is an important func-
tion of our newsletter.  The Board encour-

ages articles and 
letters to the 
editor.  

This newsletter 
is created by vol-
unteers who make 
every attempt to 
publish factual 
information, and 
who encourage 
the free exchange 
of information 
and opinions. It 
should include 
input from all 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

ChANGE, yES wE CAN
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