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Unquestionably, the biggest political 
event in our area this 
month has been the 
March �� election. 
Assisted by many 
of our club activ-
ists, our long-time 
club member, Joe 
Barkley, won re-elec-
tion to his Belleair 
Bluffs Commission 

seat, cap-
turing first place among 
the three candidates.  
Congratulations to Joe on 
a well-deserved victory and 
for offering us some hope 
for the future in a gener-
ally bleak night for Pinellas 
Democrats. 

Alex Sink’s narrow loss 
was a real disappointment.  
We’ll need to do some care-
ful assessments of the rea-
sons for her defeat and lay 
plans for an effort to win 
the Congressional District �3 seat in 
November.

Despite our sadness over the out-
come of the special election, we need to 
focus on our outstanding Democratic 
candidates for November, including 
USF Professor Judithanne McLauchlan 
(running in Senate District 22), Largo 
Mayor Pat Gerard (running for a coun-
tywide seat on the Pinellas County 
Commission) and Michael Smith and 
Samantha Fenger (running for the 
Largo City Commission).  These can-
didates need our volunteer campaign 
support and financial donations in 
order to win their elections.  Please 
get involved in these and/or other 
Democratic campaigns. 

We have two highly qualified 
Democrats running in the Democratic 
gubernatorial primary scheduled for 
August 26:  former Governor Charlie 

Crist and former Florida Senate Minority 
Leader Nan Rich.  Senator Rich has 
already addressed our club, and Governor 
Crist is scheduled to speak at the Pinellas 
County Democrats’ May �0 dinner.  The 
winner of the primary will face “tin man” 
Rick Scott in the November 4 general 
election.

At our last monthly meeting, our lead 
speaker was Julia Hathaway of the Sierra 
Club, who gave us an informative and inter-

esting power point presenta-
tion on “Beyond Coal” and cir-
culated petitions.  In addition, 
Ed Quinones, the President 
of the Pinellas Hispanic 
Democratic Caucus, updated 
us on the current status of 
Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform, highlighting the 
serious obstacles to reform 
among the Republicans who 
control the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

Our March 
meeting is 
Monday, 
March 24, 
7:�5 P.M., at 
the Acropol 
Restaurant,   
Our lead 
speaker at our 
March meeting 
will be Dave 
Kovar, on “My 
Journey through Bipolar.”  Dave is a fel-
low Democratic activist and comes highly 
recommended as an effective and dynamic 
speaker.  Of course, we’ll also be talking 
about the elections and hearing from 
some of our Pinellas County Democratic 
candidates and officeholders. 

I look forward to seeing you on March 
24. 
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Next Meeting, March 24 
at the Acropol Restaurant  7:15 P.M.

��70 Starkey Rd., Largo
Speakers: Dave Kovar, “My Journey through Bipolar”,

Janet Long, Update on the County Commission

•

•

Sen. Bill Nelson  (D)
(8�3) 225-7040 or  (202)  224-5274  
Email: http://billnelson.senate.gov/

contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco Rubio  (R)
 (8�3) 977-6450 or  (202) 224-304� 
Email: http://rubio.senate.gov/con-

tact_form.cfm 

Rep. David Jolly (R)

TBD

Rep. Cathy Castor (D) 
(8�3) 87�-287� or (202) (225-3376   
Email: www.Castor.house.gov

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R)
(727) 232-292� or (202) 225-5755 

Email: www.bilirakis.house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 

Delegation

Our own Club Member, Joe 
Barkley, won his election to a 
fifth term on 
the Belleair 
Bluff City 
Commission.  
In a race 
where there 
were two 
open seats 
and three 
candidates, 
Joe walked 
away with the 
most votes.  Congratulations Joe!

A bit farther south, Gulfport Dem 
Club member, Yolanda Roman won 
her bid for a seat on the Gulfport 
City Council.  She won the seat held 
by fellow Democrat Jennifer Salmon.  
Congratulations, Yolanda.

Our worst disappointment was the 
less than 2% loss suffered by Alex 
Sink in the CD �3 Special Election. 
3,488 votes sent Lobbyist David 
Jolly to Washington to represent the 
voters of most of Pinellas County.  
Alex won the Early Voting and 
Mail Ballots, but the Republicans 
turned out strong on Election Day 
to deliver the Seat to Jolly.  Our 
Club members worked conscien-
tiously and tirelessly to turn out 
the vote for Alex.  That is how it is 
done, folks.  We just needed 4,000 
additional votes.

Joe Bauman, AKA Bowser, of 
Sha Na Na fame, came to Pinellas 
County to campaign for Alex. He 
was showing up everywhere.

Election News
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The Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club has purchased 
two tables for the Kennedy-King Gala.  To purchase your 
ticket from the Club, the cost will be $�00 per ticket.

Pinellas County Democrats Annual 

Fundraising Gala - May 10, 2014

Many of our members attended an impersonation by Hudson 
Jones of JFK and the issues he faced during his Presidency.  He 
made JFK come to life, and reminded many of  us “old” folks 
what he was like.  It was a wonderful reminiscence.

Remembering Camelot
Lunch with JFK

Hudson Jones as JFK above, 
in the trademark rocking 
chair, and with the past-
president of the  Demo-
cratic Women’s Club of 
Upper Pinellas, who hosted 
the Event at the Palms of 
Largo.

Democratic Events for 
March 2014

For a list of all events for March and April to to 
the Pinellas Democratic Calendar page at:

http://www.pinellasdemocrats.org/
events/
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Gun Control News

Uviller, H. Richard and Merkel, William G.: The Militia and the 
Right to Arms, or, How the Second Amendment Fell Silent.   Durham, 
NC: Duke University Press, 2002

H. Richard Uviller is Arthur Levitt Professor of Law Emeritus, 
Columbia University.

William Merkel has his Doctor of  Jurisprudence from Columbia 
University and is completing his  Doctorate in Eighteenth-Century 
US History from Oxford University.

The authors of this carefully researched book conclude that the 2nd 
Amendment  is obsolete.

Its authors feared a standing army controlled by a strong federal 
government.  Their defense against such a threat was a state-con-
trolled citizens’ militia armed and ready to defend the state against 
any enemy.  The right to bear arms is, for the authors of this book, 
directly related to the support of state citizens’ militia. It does not 
concern itself with a right of individual ownership of guns for per-
sonal, private use.

The citizens’ militia, however, proved ill-disciplined and ineffec-
tive.  The authors quote Washington as saying that no militia could 
defeat a professional army in prolonged combat.  The militia also 
completely failed to protect the nation’s capital in the War of �8�2.    
Over time the militia disappeared to be replaced by a National Guard 
funded by Congress and obedient both to the state and the federal 
government.  The first clause of the 2nd amendment that relates to a 
state militia no longer is relevant and it cancels out the need for the 
second clause on the right to bear arms.  Therefore, they conclude 
the 2nd Amendment is obsolete.

However, they do recognize that the NRA and other gun groups 
with the support of gun manufacturers have in recent years sought 
to redefine the 2nd Amendment, ignoring its first clause, and recre-
ate it as guaranteeing the right of personal ownership of guns free 
of all government restraint.  This has nothing to do with its original 
intentions.   The courts in recent decisions have given some legal 
support to this transformation.   

The authors conclude that the debate on guns and their use and 
control should continue, but no justification should be sought in the 
amendment.

I think it might be appropriate to repeal the 2nd Amendment and 
propose a substitute amendment that would guarantee the freedom 
to own guns, but also specify that the governments, both federal and 
state, shall have the power to regulate their manufacture and use.  
Militia are no longer necessary.

The Militia and the Right to Arms, or, How the Sec-

ond Amendment Fell Silent.   A Book Review  --by 

Rodney Snedeker

Pinellas County Commission

Board of County Commissioners
Pinellas County Courthouse
3�5 Court Street, 5th Floor
Clearwater, FL 33756
Office: 727-464-3360
Fax: 727-464-3022
http://www.pinellascounty.org/

4-year term

Dist. � Janet C. Long (D) 20�6 
(727) 464-3365   
JanetCLong@pinellascounty.org

Dist. 2 Norm Roche (R) 20�4 
(727) 464-3360

Dist. 3 Charlie Justice (D) 20�6 
(727) 464-3363  
CJustice@pinellascounty.org

Dist. 4 Susan Latvala (R) 20�4 
(727) 464-3276

Dist. 5 Karen Williams Seel (R) 20�6
 (727) 464-3278

Dist. 6 John Morroni (R) 20�4 
(727) 464-3568

Dist. 7 Kenneth T. Welch (D) 20�6
 (727) 464-36�4  
kwelch@pinellascounty.org
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Letters and Opinions

Open Letter to Will Weatherford, Speaker of the House, Florida State Legislature, 

Tallahassee, FL                 by Julia Watson

concerning: Bobby’s  Last  Gift  

On Monday afternoon, March 
3, 20�4, my son Bobby’s life here 
ended. I had been running some 
errands. It was a beautiful day, 
and I planned to take him shop-
ping. When I came in the house, 
I couldn’t find him. As I went into 
my bathroom, the door to my bed-
room opened part way, and I saw 
him. He quickly closed the door 
and locked it! I was confused, and a 
little angry. I said, “Open the door, 
Bobby ...come out of there ... Let 
me in!..” No answer. By this time I 
was pounding on the door. Finally 
I said,

“I’m just going to stay here until 
you come out!” And then I heard 
him say, :”Mom, I love you” -- and 
then I heard this strange sound-this 
crack, this loud pop. Then silence.

I called him and called him, and 
he didn’t answer. I was in disbelief. 
Had I heard what I thought I heard? 
No, that wasn’t possible! Then I 
remembered there was another 
door into my bedroom from the 
garage-unused because there 
was furniture up against it. But I 
thought it might be unlocked. I ran 
to it, tried the handle, and it wasn’t 
locked, I opened it, pushing against 
the furniture until I could squeeze 
through. And then I smelled this 
acrid odor in the air, like fireworks. 
And I knew. I walked around the 
bed, and he was lying face down, in 
a spreading pool of dark red blood. 
He was dead, I could tell.

And the police came, with a 
S.W.A.T. team, and told me he was 
dead.

So why on earth am I telling you 
this? I don’t know you, and you 
didn’t know Bobby. Well, you see, my 

son was one just one of the million 
Floridians whose lives have been 
so devastated by your decision to 
deny them the Medicaid insur-
ance they so desperately need-
by sending the “Obamacare” (as 
you so derisively call it) Medicaid 
money back to Washington. The 
Affordable Health Care Act pro-
vision for my son who could not 
hold a job because of his health-
well, you, Will Weatherford, 
seized on it as a political windfall. 
You decided Bobby didn’t deserve 
a chance to live. It would not have 
cost Florida one red cent to save my 
son’s life. But you said no. And our 
Governor Scott -- he let you do it. 
He was too busy trying to salvage 
the teachers’ votes and whom ever 
else he could bribe with his sudden 
concern as he approached re-elec-
tion. No help for my son, though. 
Well, those poor people probably 
don’t vote much, anyway.

I am not politically naive. I have 
an M.A. in American History, and 
I have studied politics all my life. I 
understand why you did what you 
did. Caesar was ambitious, and 
so are you. You know that peo-
ple who hate always vote. {People 
who love, not so much-although 
they came through for Obama -
twice!)  And so, Mafia-style, you 
“made your bones” with the Tea 
Party by sneering at “Obamacare” 
and staunchly refu sing the only 
part of it you legally could-the 
Medicaid expansion money.

Many years ago, my son Bob was 
a phlebotomist, drawing blood 
from a sick, crazed woman who 
had hepatitis C. She lashed out, 
and he got a needle stick. And 
eight months ago, a “free” doctor 
at Pinellas County Health told my 
son his liver was failing. And the 
Hep-C was killing him. Bob came 

home terrified; the doctor said his 
ammonia blood level was so high he 
should already be in a coma.

My son was an LPN, but four years 
ago his back was injured by a 400 
lb. patient.

He didn’t report it, not realizing 
at first how serious it was. As he 
became unable to work, he applied 
for disability. He was denied. He 
had no income and no insurance; 
his savings were gone. He moved 
in with me He suffered from severe 
chronic back pain. Pinellas County 
Health Services had very limited 
resources to help him. The Hep-C 
causes high ammonia levels in your 
blood and brain, so that your short-
term memory and your ability to 
reason and concentrate are unsta-
ble. The doctor said he could not 
work. He applied again for disabil-
ity-denied. He re-applied, and was 
denied a third time. He was told he 
could go before a judge to hear his 
case, but not for �2 to �4 months. 
His doctor said, without treatment, 
he would probably die within a year 
-- I think at this point Bob gave up 
hope. He was very depressed. He was 
happy only when he got to spend 
time with his beautiful , loving, �7 
year-old daughter Haley. She is the 
bright spot in all our lives.

In the last three weeks, Bob has been 
to two emergency rooms. I took him 
to one (he was so sick); they treated 
him but would not admit him with-
out insurance. Two weeks later, 
while riding the bus, he became con-
fused and passed out. He was taken 
to an emergency room, where they 
treated him and let him spend the 
night. They were very nice, and con-
cerned about his high ammonia lev-
els, But, “Mom, they wouldn’t admit 
me because I have no insurance ...” 
He was so sad.
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Pinellas County Health ran out 
of funds: no more free care avail-
able there. He tried to switch to 
Community Health. They said they 
would call him. They didn’t.

Everywhere he turned, doors were 
closing. Sunday afternoon, March 2, 

(just a week ago as I write this) he 
spent with his daughter. They had 
a wonderful time-they ate, got ice 
cream cones, walked on the beach, 
saw a beautiful sunset. He told me 
that evening, “Mom, she is so much 
fun. She is just perfect.”

And the next day, he took a gun, 
and died quickly. That was his last 
gift to us.   

He spared us the agony of watching 
him slowly die, painfully and horri-
bly, in a Hospice bed. You don’t have 
to have insurance for Hospice. You 
just have to die. So Haley’s memories 
of her father are of his loving pres-
ence with her on the beach.. Of hav-

ing fun.

My memories are a little harder. I 
have to forget the blood and remem-
ber the love. And the courage he 
showed by doing what he did.

Dear Will-- (and a week ago the 
anger in my heart towards you 
would not have allowed me to 
write that. But anger is born from 
fear, and I am no longer afraid. I 
am determined!) Dear Will, I am 
determined to make Bobby’s last 
gift a gift for you also. And a gift 
for the million Floridians who 
so need what you can give. How 
many blessings will you receive if 
you change! You can change, Will.. 
Scrooge changed.

He went from “Let them die and 
decrease the surplus population ..” 
to trying his best to save Tiny Tim. 
Even the Grinch changed-- when 
he saw all the love in Whoville, 

his heart grew so much bigger. Let 
your heart grow bigger, Will. Please 
accept my son’s last gift, and change. 
Your soul will rejoice, and you will 
be in my prayers constantly.

And I ask everyone in Florida 
to join me in praying for Will 

...you see, my son was one just one of the million Floridians 
whose lives have been so devastated by your decision to deny them 
the Medicaid insurance they so desperately need-by sending the 

“Obamacare” (as you so derisively call it) Medicaid money back to 
Washington... 

LESSONS LEARNED FROM  SINK’S                 

   DEVASTATING DEFEAT         By Hal Alterman

Political pundits and pollsters called 
Florida’s CD-�3 Special Election race 
a toss-up almost from the outset.  But 
when the votes were counted on Tuesday, 
March ��, and David Jolly was declared 
the winner, the most accurate crystal 
ball was the one belonging to Tampa Bay 
Times Political Editor Adam Smith, who 
wrote earlier that morning:

“A giant question is turnout.  Republi-
cans working with Jolly expect that by 
the time polls close, about �70,000 peo-
ple* will have voted -- about half as many 
as voted in 20�2.  If that’s accurate, Jolly 
is probably on track to win.”   * (Actual 
votes cast for Congress were �83,962)

“Allies of Democrat Alex Sink are 
counting on a higher turnout, more like 
200,000, to win her the seat.”  

“I’d give a tiny edge to Jolly, based on 
momentum.” 

Adam Smith was right.  Although the 
7�% of CD-�3 voters who voted Early or 
by Mail favored Sink, those who waited 
until Election Day decisively supported 
Jolly 54%-42%, propelling him to a dra-
matic win.

What other lessons can we learn from 
Sink’s devastating defeat?

“Image is Everything” – One of the most 
important decisions a campaign makes is 
how to present their candidate … as well 
as their opponent … to potential voters.  
David Jolly was little known in CD-�3 
prior to the election.  So Democrats were 

able to portray him as a scary, secretive 
Washington lobbyist, a venal tool of the 
special interests.

Despite Alex Sink’s well-documented 
record of achievement in both private 
industry, where she headed Florida op-
erations for the Bank of America, and 
the public sector, where she served as 
Florida’s Chief Financial Officer, she in-
troduced herself to Pinellas CD-�3 voters 
as a “good old Carolina gal” … an “Alex 
of Mayberry” to TV viewers of a certain 
age … with a dad named Kester who re-
called that she was “Stubborn!” 

The hope was that this folksy approach 
would ingratiate her with the Senior vot-
ers who dominate the district.  And en-
able her to skate past the charges of being 

a Carpetbagger from Hillsborough.  In-
stead, opposition ad-makers twisted the 
record to portray Sink as a free-spend-
ing, Tax-happy “Limousine Liberal” 
who wasted taxpayer dollars on personal 
vacation travel as CFO.  Not exactly the 
outcome her campaign wanted.     

Message Matters – Poll after poll con-
firms the fact that 80% of Americans 

Weatherford–—and change.

Julia Watson, Bobby’s mom

He was fifty-three.

FL’s CD-13 may now be the poster 
child for post-Citizens United media 
excess!  With a bevy of outside inter-
est groups pouring tons of money into 
this race, total spending for both sides 
exceeded $12 million.  
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 Darryl.Rouson@myfloridahouse.gov 
(727) 906-3200 
STATE SENATE

Dist. 19 Sen. Arthenia Joyner  (D) 
508 W. Dr. MLK Jr. Blvd. Suite C 

Tampa, Florida 33603   
Joyner.Arthenia.web@flsenate.gov 
(8�3) 233-4277 

Dist. 20 Sen. Jack Latvala (R)
 26�33 U.S. Highway �9 North, Suite 

20�  Clearwater, Florida 33763 
Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov  
(727) 556-6500 

Dist. 22 Sen. Jeff  Brandes (R)
 3637 4th Street North, Suite �0�  St. 

Petersburg, Florida 33704 
Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov  

(727) 552-2573

Dist. 64 Rep.  James Grant (R)    
�2956 N. Dale Mabry Highway  

Tampa, Florida 336�8             James.
Grant@myfloridahouse.gov 

(8�3) 265-6280 
Dist. 65 Rep.   Carl Zimmermann 
(D) 

��06 Pinehurst Road  Dunedin, 
Florida 34698 

Carl.Zimmermann@myfloridahouse.
gov 

(727) 733-8267 
Dist. 66 Rep.  Larry Ahern (R)    

55�� Park Street North, Suite �0�  
St. Petersburg, Florida 33709  

Larry.Ahern@myfloridahouse.gov 
(727) 545-642� 

Dist. 67 Rep.  Ed Hooper (R)    
Waters Edge Office Center, Suite 

206  
2963 Gulf to Bay Boulevard 
Clearwater, Florida 33759       
Ed.Hooper@myfloridahouse.gov 
(727) 724-3000 

Dist. 68 Rep.  Dwight Dudley (D) 
3647 4th Street North, Suite 300  St. 

Petersburg, Florida 33704 
Dwight.Dudley@myfloridahouse.gov 
(727) 552-2747 

Dist. 69 Rep.  Kathleen Peters  (R) 
�700 66th Street North, Suite 203  St. 

Petersburg, Florida 337�0 
Kathleen.Peters@myfloridahouse.gov 
(727) 34�-7385 

Dist. 70 Rep. Darryl Rouson (D)  
650� 25th Way South, Suite D  St. 
Petersburg, Florida 337�2  

Flor ida State  
Delegation

think Congress is doing a bad job.  
It was clear this was going to be the 
centerpiece of Sink’s campaign mes-
sage.  Phrasing was the only question.  
Unfortunately, her campaign’s choice 
– “Bringing Republicans and Demo-
crats together to end the gridlock in 
Washington” – did not inspire Sink 
supporters to turnout on Election Day 
and cast ballots for her.

In a thoughtful, deeply-reasoned 
Daily Squeeze piece, Dave Trotter ob-
serves: “Sink did not provide voters 
with any ‘benefit’ of voting for her.”

In contrast, David Jolly’s unflinching 
opposition to Obamacare gave voters 
… particularly Senior voters … a pow-
erful reason to support him! 

“There’s Nothing In The Middle of 
The Road But Yellow Lines and Dead 
Armadillos” – That famed quote by 
legendary Texas Democrat and pro-
gressive populist Jim Hightower 
should be pinned on the wall of every 
Democratic campaign center.  The 
Sink campaign went the other way.  By 
courting the center so avidly – “cross-
ing party lines to end the gridlock” 
– many Democrats became fearful 
Sink might be too willing to barter 
away our core values, principles and 
programs to curry favor with Repub-
licans. 

Are There Any Media Cards Left To 
Play After the Market is Saturated 
with Your Messages?  FL’s CD-�3 may 
now be the poster child for post-Citi-
zens United media excess!  With a 
bevy of outside interest groups pour-
ing tons of money into this race, total 
spending for both sides exceeded $�2 
million.  Dueling attack ads saturated 
traditional TV and the cable universe, 
despite delivering diminishing re-
turns.  Difficult to imagine a Tampa 
Bay Democrat enjoying that level of 
on-air dominance again!   

Incessantly Badgering & Harassing 
Potential Voters Can Ultimately Back-
fire – To the majority of political vol-
unteers in the trenches, this is a self-
evident proposition.  But those who 
direct Democratic campaigns in this 
area obviously have a different per-

ception.  Wonder if they are re-think-
ing that principle, based on the words 
of a Largo voter quoted in the New York 
Times’ Florida CD-13 election story: 
“I’m a Democrat and I’ve been bom-
barded by Alex Sink so much, the phone 
calls have been six, seven a day.  It drove 
me nuts … I voted for Lucas Overby!”

A Cautionary Lesson – Sink’s mes-
sage of post-partisan cooperation es-
sentially forced her to be conciliatory 
rather than combative in debates and 
joint appearances with Jolly.  Is that 

a good thing?  Or should Dems take a 
more partisan approach in trying to win 
this seat in November?
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?

opinions and viewpoints expressed 
by contributors may not necessarily 
reflect those of the club. Please send 
submissions to newsletter editor, 
Lois Fries, at   loisfreis@gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this 
newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add 
more folks to our newsletter email 
list. (Please forward to anyone you 
know who may be interested in 
what we do and how to join.)  Her 
address is:   loisfreis@gmail.com 

It’s clear that we 
Largo/Mid-Pinellas 
Democratic Club 
members are an 
interested, involved, 
informed - and 
opinionated - bunch.  
And providing a 
forum for all that 
“good stuff” is an 
important function 
of our newsletter.  
The Board encour-
ages articles and let-
ters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by vol-
unteers who make every attempt to 
publish factual information, and who 
encourage the free exchange of infor-
mation and opinions. It should include 
input from all of us.  However, the 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

CHANGE, yES wE CAN
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