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Nick Janovsky, the 
Political Director of 
the Sink Campaign 
in March 20�4 
and the Campaign 
Manager for 
Darden Rice’s win-
ning campaign for 
the St. Petersburg 
City Council in 
November 20�3, 

was the main speaker at our April club 
meeting.  Though the Sink campaign 
suffered a narrow defeat, Nick showed 
us both the strengths and weaknesses 
of that campaign from his “inside” 
perspective and shared with us some 
of the inter-
nal analyses 
of the reasons 
that it fell a 
little short 
and the ways 
in which the 
November 
election 
might dif-
fer from the 
March spe-
cial election.  
Now, of course, we 
know that there 
will be no Democratic candidate in 
the November election. 

Among the Democratic candidates 
addressing our club in April, our own 
member Lorena Grizzle announced 
that she will soon be filing to run for 
the Florida House of Representatives 
in District 66, which encompasses 
western Largo and Clearwater, as well 
as Seminole and nearby beach com-
munities.  Mary Lou Ambrose ran for 
this seat in 20�2 and came close to 
victory, winning 47% of the vote.  We 
wish Lorena all the best in her race to 
defeat Larry Ahern, who is probably 
the worst of the Pinellas Republicans 
in the Florida House.  Ahern has 
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From the President’s Desk 
by Rich Piper

shown himself to be little more than 
a willing tool of the special interests, 
who finance his campaigns and the 
retrograde Republican leadership in the 
House.  Lorena, who offers a refreshing 
voice for the middle class residents of 
District 66 and the entire state, is the 
daughter of former Republican State 
Senator Mary Grizzle and is a teacher.  
Let’s all do what we can to help her to 
victory in November.  

Other speakers 
at our April club 
meeting included 
Rev. Richard 
Landon, pas-
tor of the Anona 
United Methodist 
Church, who 
talked to us about 
the 360 program 
at Ridgecrest Elementary School.  Our 
club member, Toni Walker, has been 
active in this program; and she and Rev. 
Landon are looking for additional vol-
unteers to read with the students.  

Commissioner Janet Long also 
addressed our April meeting, giving 
us an update on the turnover in the 
county administrator position and on 
the Emergency Medical Services issues.  
•

Our May �9 meeting will feature 
Claire Conner, author of Wrapped in 
the Flag, a vivid account of her experi-
ences growing up in a family headed 
by a father who was a founder of the 
ultraconservative John Birch Society.  
Claire spoke to us last year, giving 
a very dynamic and interesting talk 
based on her book.  This time, she’ll 
be focusing mainly on the contempo-
rary scene, providing us with insights 
into the current conservative and liber-
tarian movements.   Please mark your 
calendars for Monday, May 19, 7:15 
p.m., at the Acropol Restaurant, 1170 
Starkey Rd., Largo.  

Nick Janovsky

Richard Landon



Page 2  Volume 6 Number 5 May, 20�4

Sen. Bill nelSon  (D)
(8�3) 225-7040 or  (202)  

224-5274  
Email: http://billnelson.senate.

gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco ruBio  (r)
 (8�3) 977-6450 or  (202) 

224-304� 
Email: http://rubio.senate.gov/

contact_form.cfm 

rep. DaviD Jolly (r)
(727) 392-4�00  or (727) 823-

8900or  (202) 225-596�
Email: https://jolly.house.gov/contact/

email-me

rep. cathy caStor (D) 
(8�3) 87�-287� or (202) 

(225-3376   
Email: www.Castor.house.gov

rep. GuS BilirakiS (r)
(727) 232-292� or (202) 225-

5755 Email: www.bilirakis.house.
gov

Federal 
Congressional 

Delegation

Club  News

Next Meeting, May 19 
at the Acropol Restaurant  7:15 P.M.

��70 Starkey Rd., Largo

Claire Conner, author of Wrapped in the Flag,  Claire will 
be focusing mainly on the contemporary scene, providing us 
with insights into the current conservative and libertarian 
movements.

•

Jolly con’t on page 3

David Jolly’s Open House

On April �7, several OFA members, some of whom are also members of 
LMPDC attended the opening of CD �3 Rep. David Jolly’s office at the SPC 
campus.  Mary White and Linda Varonich wrote some notes about the meeting, 
which are summarized here:    

Chuck Bayer, Lizz Goldin, Guy Hancock, Carol Mitchell, Linda Varonich and 
Mary White had the opportunity to meet with newly elected Congressman 
David Jolly at his public open house.  Neither he nor his staff members were 
familiar with OFA so we intro-
duced ourselves and were glad 
to meet Brenda Frantz, who will 
now be our contact in the district 
office.   We presented our issue 
statement to representatives of 
both his Washington and district 
staff.

The open house was very crowded 
and we waited in line for an opportu-
nity to meet the Congressman.  We all 
approached him together as a group 
and introduced OFA and ourselves and 
spoke to him briefly about the issues.  He was very cordial and polished with 
his answers to our questions.  We were able to briefly touch on health care, 
climate change, immigration and gun violence prevention. 

After we left the meeting, we got together as a group and did our best to recall 
his answers to our questions/comments.

On Healthcare, we told him point blank that we were opposed to any repeal of 
Obamacare, and with 7.5 million enrolled, 440,000 in the state of Florida, what 
did he think would happen to these policyholders?  His response was that he 
has a four point plan to counter ACA.  The conversation turned before he had 
a chance to explain his 4 point plan, but I remember him saying something 
about health care concerns being better solved by the private sector rather than 
government regulation.

On immigration, he said that he does not agree with a pathway to citizen-
ship, and instead supports a “path to residency.”  We are not really sure what 
that means.  He acknowledged climate change and specifically said he is not 
a climate change denier.  He said the Democrats have come to be known as 
standing for the environment and the Republicans for business, and he doesn’t 
believe that is the case.  He also said the BP gulf clean-up should not be a 
partisan issue.  He feels that a conciliatory and middle ground is possible.  On 

Carol Mitchell, Jolly, Linda Varonich, 
Lizz Goldin, Mary White, Chuck Bayer, 
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Gun Control News
  by Elizabeth Snedeker

On April �6th, 20�4 Citizens for Responsible Gun 
Laws joined with others on the steps of City Hall in 
St. Petersburg for a rally for sensible gun laws spon-
sored by Mayors Against Illegal Guns and Moms 
Demand Action to open the “Everytown Initiative” 
a joint effort  of the two groups. Speakers at the event 
included Mayor Rick Kriseman of St. Petersburg, 
Samuel Henderson Mayor of Gulfport spoke on the 
need for sensible gun laws, including a revision of state 
laws to permit local communities to once more create 
ordinances to restrict the use of guns and develop gun 
safety.   Cheryl Anderson, President of Moms Demand 
Action, Rev. Sykes of the NAACP.   C.L. Townsend 
of OFA and also a member of the NRA called for 
sensible gun laws, asking for background checks and 
a ban on assault weapons. David Dekay, the Interim 
Police Chief 
added his 
concern 
for sensible 
laws..   All of 
them spoke 
of a new 
“Everytown 
Initiative” 
to create 
responsible 
gun laws 
throughout 
our country 
and end our epi-
demic of gun vio-
lence  The initiative 
will encourage vot-
ers to pledge them-
selves to vote only 
for those who will support responsible gun laws.  
There were approximately fifty people present

   It was an inspiring rally with an enthusiastic 
group of supporters, including Elizabeth Snedeker, 
Diane Guthrie, Rod Snedeker, Kathy Dewitt, Judy 
Sellers from our Citizens for Responsible Gun Law, 
and Mary White of OFA.  After the rally we had 
an opportunity to have lunch with Linda Vaughn, 
state director for Mayors Against Illegal Guns, and 
Kris Parker, the director for the Everytown Initiative.  
•

Democratic Events for 
May & June 2014

For a list of all events for May and June go to the 
Pinellas Democratic Calendar page at:

http://www.pinel lasdemocrats .org/
events/

Mary White (second from left), C.L. 
Townsend (NRA member and OFA) 
is next to her, Linda Varonich, Rod 
Snedeker, Jesse Forcan, Raemona 
Clark.  

gun violence, he said that he believes in the second 
amendment but not to the exclusion of regulation.

Jolly said he wants very specific action on insurance 
for flood zone homes.  He won’t let up on his proposed 
bill, and he just had a good meeting with FEMA about 
it.    He’s opening up a 3rd location in Countryside in 
addition to those at SPC and in St. Petersburg..

These are the only statements we could recall based on 
our issues.  It was a rapid conversation, and a difficult 
environment for any meaningful discourse.  I think it 
was a beneficial meeting, though, and everyone felt like 
it was time well spent.  If nothing else, we introduced 
our organization and explained we have over ��,000 
members in his district who are concerned about the 
issues we highlighted.  I feel pretty confident with the 
contact I made with his staff for future communica-
tions.   •

Jolly con’t from page 2 
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Environmental Issues

True Capitalists Would  go Solar 
By Guy Hancock

Ed. Note:  This letter was printed in the Tampa Bay Times on 
Sunday, April 20.

An article by Mark Fischetti in Scientific American com-
piles 2� surveys of over 20,000 Americans and demon-
strates approximately 75% agree that the climate is warm-
ing, and humans are responsible.  Given the science and 
popular support, how would real leaders respond?  Real 
capitalists would take entrepreneurial risks, offer new 
solutions, and compete in a dynamic marketplace.

Unfortunately, the timid capitalists at Duke Energy 
cling to their regulated monopoly and rely on campaign 
donations to maintain their privileged position.  Former 
Energy Secretary Dr. Steven Chu called the centralized 
fossil fuel energy business an obsolete business model in a 
death spiral.  Duke uses its monopoly to enrich stockhold-
ers while abusing customers and trashing the environment 
(burning coal, coal ash spills).  Duke could use its vast 
resources to compete in the distributed solar photovoltaic 
industry.  That would be the path for an honest capitalist 
who believes in the American ideal of entrepreneurism 
and free market capitalism.  •

Duke Power

On Earth Day, Tuesday, April 22, many of our members 
joined some of our government leaders in telling Duke Energy 
it’s time to stop burning coal and commit to clean energy!  
At Noon, our participating city, county, state and federal 
government officials will deliver a letter to Duke Energy, 
demanding that the utility move away from dirty, carbon-
based fuels, to invest in clean energy for the State of Florida.   

it’s time to stop stalling 
and choose twenty-first 
century clean renew-
able energy solutions 
for Florida! •

Some State Reps are Trying to 
Protect Their Constituents

Rep. Rehwinkel Vasilinda Urges Governor to 
Deny FPL Nukes  A press release from Rep. Vasilinda’s 
office 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.  – State Representative 
Michelle Rehwinkel Vasilinda (D-Tallahassee) is 
calling on Governor Rick Scott and the Florida 
Cabinet to deny approval on Tuesday of Florida 
Power & Light’s application to build two nuclear 
reactors at its Turkey Point plant that relies upon 
Florida’s controversial Advanced Nuclear Cost 
Recovery law (ANCR).  The ANCR allows power 
companies to charge customers for the future plan-
ning and construction of nuclear power plants. 
Duke Energy announced the closure of the Crystal 
River Nuclear Plant in February of 20�3 and a few 
months later said it will no longer use ANCR fund-
ing for the Levy nuclear project, effectively killing 
the project while keeping over $�.5 billion dol-
lars already collected.  Representative Rehwinkel 
Vasilinda offered the following comment:   

“In 2009, when the Levy nuclear power plant proj-
ect was under review, I testified in front of Governor 
Crist and the rest of the Cabinet about the dangers 
of this anti-consumer scheme. In August 20�3, 
Duke Energy scrapped the Levy nuclear project, 
but under the Advanced Nuclear Cost Recovery 
law, the utility will be allowed to keep billions of 
dollars paid by Florida customers. The Crystal 
River Nuclear Power Plant was also permanently 
shut down by Duke Energy in February of last year 
due to a botched repair job costing ratepayers mil-
lions more in ANCR fees. 

“Florida law requires that the power plant ‘serve 
and protect the broad interest of the public’ and 
‘minimize… the adverse effects on human health, 
the environment, and the ecology of the land.’ 
These extremely hazardous and costly nuclear reac-
tors only serve to protect the utility monopolies and 
stifle competition in the energy market while risk-
ing the destruction of our beautiful environment as 
was realized during the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
disaster and its $�37 billion in projected cleanup 
costs. That simply does not comport with our 
American value of fair play. 

“I strongly urge Governor Scott and Cabinet 
members to vote against FPL’s application and in 
the future I hope to see the ANCR law repealed.”  
Representative Rehwinkel Vasilinda has previously 

Nukes con’t on page 5
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The PC DEC Kennedy-King Gala

Our annual gala was an exceptional success, 
with more than 350 guests.  Our club sold 44 
tickets – the most by far – of any club.  The food 
was good, the coffee, however, scarce.  Darryl 
Rouson was the MC, and did a creditable job.  
Dwight Dudley made the shortest speech of 
his life, as many of us who love him can attest.  
Charlie Crist was his good old populist self, 
and we loved him.  Mark Hanisee, the hardest-
working chair we have ever had, was cheered by 
all.  It was a pleasant, enjoyable occasion.  And 
the party made some cash for our candidates’ 
campaigns.    

But some Republicans cannot allow us the 
pleasure of a great night and a happy outcome, 
without trying to tear it down.  The link below 
is to Adam Smith’s article about our very suc-
cessful Gala.  And a couple of answers for the 
Times.  

http://www.tampabay.com/blogs/the-buzz-florida-poli-
tics/the-democrats-pinellas-congressional-fiasco/2179231   
•

Charlie the casual Populist

We need More Democrats in Tally
Judithanne McLauchlan made some good news this cycle.  

As one of our best candidates to unseat one of our worst, she 
has raised the most money of any non-
incumbent Senate candidate.  But look at 
what we must contend with! 

Jim Saunders, Florida News Service, 
5/�4/�4, writes:  

The top Senate non-incumbent fund-
raiser is Madeira Beach Democrat 
Judithanne McLauchlan, who had col-
lected $82,402 in cash and $22,585 in 
in-kind contributions through April as 
she seeks to unseat Sen. Jeff Brandes, R-

St. Petersburg, in District 22. Brandes had raised $409,465 in 
cash and received $77,943 in in-kind contributions. Like all 
other lawmakers, Brandes also was barred from raising money 
during the 60-day legislative session that ended May 2.  

•

noted that unlike many forms of renewable energy, nuclear 
power demands heavy capital investment, currently achieved 
through ANCR. For instance, the average Central Florida fam-
ily pays $3.45 extra per month in ANCR fees. Many ratepayers 
use much more energy than average, thus paying many more 
dollars per month to subsidize the utility companies’ invest-
ment in nuclear power plants. 

“The advanced nuclear cost recovery scheme is a subsidy 
to regulated utility companies that hold a monopoly in this 
state and a hidden tax on too many of Florida’s families,” 
said Representative Rehwinkel Vasilinda. “It lacks common 
sense and decency to take money from Florida’s families for a 
nuclear plant that may never be economically feasible or even 
be allowed to obtain a federal license. The Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission has issued a moratorium on licensing nuclear 
plants because of the decades old lack of a disposal plan for 
radioactive nuclear waste. In addition, it creates an unleveled 
playing field for smaller companies that have innovative energy 
solutions to offer consumers.”  •

Nukes con’t from page 4

Democratic Party News
Charlie with Judy 
Sellers and Kath-
leen Jamison
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David Jolly in the House race for District �3? Or is it 
the rank and file members of the Party who do the 
day-to-day work?  

(Ed. Note:  Janny has withdrawn from the race.)

These rank and file Democrats support local 
Democratic candidates with money, support and 
hard work. They give up their free time to make the 
phone calls, knock on doors, wave signs, write checks 
and generally do their best to get the people in whom 
they believe elected in spite of Republican-designed 
gerrymandered districts and a huge monetary advan-
tage in favor of Republicans.  These are the people 
who believe in the core principles of the Democratic 
Party and who will work hard to elect a Democrat 
as Governor because they believe that Rick Scott is 
too busy taking care of special interests to represent 
the interests of the people or of the State. These are 
the people who work against the Republicans in the 
Florida House who work for the special interests who 
fund their campaigns, and who are at the beck and 
call of the Lobbyists who control their votes.

These are the people who favored accepting the 
Federal money to build the Tampa-to-Orlando rail 
line in spite of the Governor’s irrational hate for the 
president of the United States which caused him to 
reject the money and all the jobs which would have 
resulted from building the rail line.  These are the 
people who resent the Republican Legislature’s callous 
indifference to the needs of the uninsured, the unem-
ployed, Union members, state employees, the very 
old, the very young, the disabled and the poor. These 
people cut taxes on businesses that fight the expan-
sion of the minimum wage. These legislators make a 
big deal of returning $25.00 in fees to Floridians for 
registering their cars but hide the fact that companies 
like Hertz and Avis, who register thousands of cars a 
year, are the prime recipients of the decrease in fees. 

Yes, our Pinellas County Chair made a bad decision 
in leaving a phone message, and our State Chair made 
a poor decision in putting the weight of the State 
party behind an inexperienced candidate. However, 
they are not the Florida Democratic Party. The real 
Party is the Democrats who keep on working for the 
candidates they believe in, in spite of the obstacles in 
their way.  •

Bill Bucolo’s Answer

The Banality of Adam Smith’s single minded, 
racially driven reporting was never more clear 
than his limited account of Saturday night’s annual 
Kennedy King Gala, where a packed house with 
over 350 mostly middle class folks, Black & White, 
who are active in the local Democratic Party paid 
around $�25 each to eat chicken parts, mixed veg-
gies, and drink cold coffee (when they could get it), 
and listen to party leaders Hanisee and Crist- speak 
about the 20�4 elections.

In fact the event was brilliantly MC’d by 
Representative Darryl Rouson (who is Black) and 
was attended by nearly every one of the many 
Democratic office holders in Pinellas, PCDEC 
members- Black and White, plus family members 
and friends. 

Yet all Mr. Smith could bring himself to report 
was a non committal quote or two about THE 
PHONE MESSAGE, which by now seems far more 
important to him than anyone else (Memo to A 
Smith: the flap is mending).

So whether Smith’s goal in “The Buzz”  is to 
report, or try and make news by stirring things up, 
it is notable that he hasn’t succeeded, and said noth-
ing at all about the power, warmth and high energy 
of the event, or how the Pinellas Democratic Party 
is in fact stronger than ever, and very comfortably 
integrated. •

Mary Lou Ambrose Throttles the Times 

Clearly, the Chair of the local Democratic Party 
erred in his handling of the candidacy of Reverend 
Sykes, something he will readily admit. However, I 
remind the Times which, in spite of its moral indig-
nation about how the Reverend Sykes was treated 
by the Democratic Party, was quick to publish very 
old negative information on him as soon as his 
name surfaced as a viable candidate. 

In his recent column dealing with this subject, 
Dan Ruth brings up a very important question. 
Where (or Who) Is the Democratic Party. Is it the 
County Chair who left the now well known message 
for The Reverend Sykes?  Is it the State Chair and 
the State Executive Director who chose Ed Janny, 
an Independent with no experience, to run against 

Responses to Tampa Bay Times article



 Which Road Will Lead PINELLAS DEMOCRATS TO VICTORY? 

--by Hal Alterman

“Two roads diverged in a yellow 
wood,

And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveler, long I stood

And looked down one as far as I 
could … “

--“The Road Not Taken”, by Robert 
Frost

The choice of which road to take is 
one that I believe all Democratic can-
didates will be facing this campaign 
season, whether they are running for 
office nationally or locally.

One path is the moderate, centrist, 
post-partisan “Third Way” that pro-
pelled the Democratic Leadership 
Council to prominence nearly three 
decades ago.  Derided by former 
Democratic National Committee 
Chair Howard Dean as “the Republican 
wing of the Democratic Party”, the 
DLC favored hawkish international 
policies and a conservative domes-
tic agenda that de-emphasized social 
safety net programs, job creation ini-
tiatives and government policies alle-
viating poverty and discrimination.

The DLC’s original manifesto called 
for the Democratic Party to distance 
itself from its traditional constituen-
cies – organized labor, minorities, 
feminists, anti-war activists, envi-
ronmentalists and social progres-
sives – and instead incorporate the 
Wall Street orientation and pro-cor-
porate sensibility that once defined 
Republicanism. This is the path that 
Pinellas Congressional candidate 
Alex Sink seemed to follow. 

The other path is a far more partisan 
one.  It embraces the progressive pop-
ulism and youthful fervor that cata-

pulted Barack Obama to victory and 
gave Democrats strong Congressional 
majorities in 2008.  This partisan, 
progressive path is also the platform 
Elizabeth Warren is using to leverage 
her passionate consumer advocacy, 
economic populism and principled 
opposition to Wall Street’s flagrant 
financial power to win a US Senate 
seat and emerge as a national politi-
cal force.  National pundits and the 
mainstream media may be critical of 
partisanship.  But voters embrace its 
ideological clarity.  A study on voter 
behavior cited in a New Yorker article 
on the polarization of American poli-
tics (“Long Division”, by Jill Lepore) 
found that political elites vote in a 
more partisan fashion than the mass 
public.  As this study concluded: “the 
more you know, the more likely you 
are to vote in an ideologically consis-
tent way.”  It found the most notable 
factor defining moderates was … “not 
knowing very much about politics!”  

Accelerating this divide are the 
plethora of news choices viewers 
have in the Cable Television/Internet 
media era we live in.  By definition, 
news viewers are the viewers who 
are the most eager to be informed.  
Historically, these news viewers skew 
much older than average.  Because 
they are more motivated and better 
informed, they’re also likely to be 
“super voters”.  Since the cable news 
channels they watch and Internet sites 
they visit tend to be heavily partisan 
in nature, their voting patterns tend 
to be more partisan, too.  Growing 
political polarization is the inevitable 
result.  Political scientists validate 
that fact.

Another one of the findings high-
lighted in this New Yorker article is 
that moderates fail to turn up at the 
polls.  Post-election analysis of the 
Sink-Jolly race dramatically illustrates 
this point.   Turnout for that Special 
Election was 48.�% for registered 
Republicans and 42.3% for Democrats.   
In contrast, turnout for third-party 

voters and the Independents that 
the Sink campaign so avidly tar-
geted was a meager 26.4%, signal-
ing the fallacy of her campaign’s 
strategy, as well as the bankruptcy 
of the vaunted “Third Way” that 
center-right Democrats still pro-
mote in Florida, despite the mount-
ing series of losses its proponents 
have suffered.

As Jill Lepore’s article concludes, 
political polarization is driven by 
economic inequality.  In her words, 
“the smaller the gap between rich 
and poor, the more moderate our 
politicians; the greater the gap, the 
greater the disagreement between 
liberals and conservatives.  The 
greater the disagreement … the less 
Congress is able to get done.” 

For Pinellas Democrats, the 
choice is clear – do we want par-
tisan progressives who are willing 
to challenge entrenched forces and 
battle to advance Democratic ideals, 
preserve positive social programs, 
and protect the economic interests 
of middle-class and working-class 
voters?  Or will we again anoint 
a candidate who values political 
moderation more than the popu-
list issues that concern our Party’s 
key constituencies?  That is the 
decisive question that needs to be 
asked when we vet our prospective 
state and federal candidates for the 
upcoming cycle.     •

Letters and Opinions

Three Views of the 
Last Legislative Session 
in Tallahassee

End-of-the Session Review of the 
Florida Legislature

By Rich Piper

The good news is that the Florida 
Legislature has adjourned, so at least 
it can’t do any further damage.  The 

Session con’t on page 7
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bad news is that the Republican leadership, backed by their members, refused 
to even consider accepting federal dollars to make health insurance available 
to a million Floridians, rejected essential protections of Florida’s precious 
springs, and failed to provide adequate funding for public education, while 
voting for further expansion of the discredited voucher system.  

There were a few positive developments, such as the passage of the immi-
grant in-state tuition legislation with unanimous Democratic support and 
enough Republicans to get the bill enacted and to get Governor “Tin Man” 
to sign the measure that he had previously opposed strenuously.  Moreover, 
a few really bad bills, such as Senator Brandes’ “Open Carry” Gun Bill (SB 
296) failed to make it through the legislative process.

Below is a table indicating a few of the key floor votes in the Florida 
Legislature and showing how our Pinellas County legislators voted on 
these.   

The first column shows the votes to pass the so-called “Florida Dreamers” 
bill to allow children of undocumented immigrants who attended three 
years of Florida high school to pay in-state tuition at Florida state universi-
ties.  Brandes and Ahern, dependably the most ultraconservative members 
of the Pinellas delegation, were the only two Pinellas No votes.  The sec-
ond column shows the key votes on Senator Brandes’ Open Carry Gun Bill, 
which passed the Florida House but was amended on the indicated vote in 
the Senate, leading Brandes to pull the bill because he thought the amend-
ment had “undermined” his goals.  Even a number of Republicans, including 
Sheriff Gualtieri and Senator Latvala, opposed Brandes’ bill.  However, Carl 
Zimmermann was one of a few Democrats who voted for it.  The third col-
umn focuses on the voucher expansion legislation that moved us still further 
down the ill-considered voucher route, channeling money to private schools 
at the expense of public education.  All of the Pinellas Democrats voted 
against the bill (SB 850), while all of the Pinellas Republicans favored it.  The 
final column indicates the key pension “reform” bill that would have steered 
new public employees toward private investment plans, rather than defined-
benefits pensions.  It was strongly opposed by public employee unions and 
failed to gain a floor vote in the Senate due to opposition from a coalition of 
Democrats and moderate Republicans.    •

Session con’t from page 6

STATEMENT BY SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADER 
CHRIS SMITH ON 2014 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

TALLAHASSEE – Senate Democratic Leader Chris Smith (D-Ft. 
Lauderdale) released the following statement on the conclusion of the 20�4 
legislative session:

“One major issue dominated the 
agenda of the 20�4 legislative session: 
propping up a governor seeking re-
election whose poll numbers are flag-
ging. Ironically, it meant Republicans 
were finally forced to embrace some 
of the priorities Senate Democrats 
have pushed for years.

“Just four years after a campaign 
catering to the tea party by target-
ing illegal immigrants, Governor 
Rick Scott will now be signing leg-
islation both Senators Darren Soto 
(D-Orlando) and Dwight Bullard 
(D-Miami) have long sought, namely 
in-state tuition for undocumented 
children. 

 “He’ll be signing legislation legal-
izing low-THC medical marijuana. 
Senator Jeff Clemens (D-Lake Worth) 
has tried for years to pass a bill legal-
izing medical marijuana for Florida’s 
desperately ill patients. Remember, 
Governor Scott earlier this year vowed 
to vote against a ballot initiative 
legalizing medical marijuana Senate 
Democrats also supported. It finally 
took dimming re-election prospects 
to bring him around.

“These two actions alone mark a 
stunning turnaround for a governor 
and a legislature so fixed on ultra-
conservative causes. And these two 
reversals mark a noteworthy admis-
sion that our priorities overwhelm-
ingly resonate with the people.

 “And so it’s unfortunate that at the 
same time the governor in his re-
election bid appears to have moved 
slightly to the center, one foot remains 
stubbornly affixed to the hard right. 
There were still a remarkable number 
of special interest bills pushed, and 
some of them passed, at odds with 
common sense and public safety.

 “While the legislature refused to, 
at the very least, clarify Stand Your 
Ground, it took the time to send leg-
islation to the governor expanding it 
by legalizing warning shots. Likewise, 
bills ensuring that a child has the legal 
right to chew a pop tart into the shape 
of a gun, and banning ‘discrimina-
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tion’ against gun owners by insurance compa-
nies also await his signature.

“And the governor and the Republican lead-
ership continue to fight the federal health 
care law by refusing to expand Medicaid. At 
last count, one million Floridians have joined 
Senate Democrats in embracing the law, the 
highest number of people in the nation sign-
ing up through federal exchanges. But one mil-
lion more remain blocked from access because 
Medicaid coverage remains out of reach.

“As the election concludes and the legislature 
once again turns to the business at hand, Senate 
Democrats will continue to advocate for issues 
that matter. The Republicans need to keep lis-
tening. •
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And from the Democratic Party Itself

“Politics as usual”

— The Miami Herald

“For the Florida Legislature, this 
is the spring of playing it safe….
they will leave Tallahassee hav-

ing ignored the biggest challenges.”

— Tampa Bay Times

Tallahassee, FL — Florida GOP adjourned 
the 20�4 session with business unfinished for 
Florida’s middle class families. Rick Scott and 
GOP leaders, instead of taking the opening 
the doors of opportunity wider this session, 
Florida Republicans kept them firmly shut.

Florida Democratic Party Chair Allison Tant 
said, “This session, legislation to expand oppor-
tunity never even got a vote, while the wealthi-
est special interests got special treatment and 
millions in taxpayer handouts. Florida’s mid-
dle class deserves better than what’s left over, 
after Tallahassee Republicans have finished 
giving the special interests big tax handouts. 
Republicans refused to even vote on legisla-
tion to raise the minimum wage, guarantee 
equal pay for women, invest in public schools, 
and expand access to health care. They put the 
middle class last.” •
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Dist. 70 Rep. Darryl 
Rouson (D)  
 650� 25th Way South, 
Suite D  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 337�2  
 Darryl.Rouson@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(727) 906-3200 

STATE SENATE
DiSt. 19 Sen. 
arthenia Joyner  (D) 

508 W. Dr. MLK Jr. 
Blvd. Suite C Tampa, 
Florida 33603   

Joyner.Arthenia.web@
flsenate.gov 

(8�3) 233-4277 

DiSt. 20 Sen. Jack 
latvala (r)

 26�33 U.S. Highway 
�9 North, Suite 20�  
Clearwater, Florida 
33763 

Latvala.Jack.web@
flsenate.gov  

(727) 556-6500 

DiSt. 64 rep.  
JaMeS Grant (r)    

�2956 N. Dale Mabry 
Highway  Tampa, 
Florida 336�8             James.
Grant@myfloridahouse.gov 

(8�3) 265-6280 

DiSt. 65 rep.   carl 
ZiMMerMann (D) 

��06 Pinehurst Road  
Dunedin, Florida 
34698 

Carl.Zimmermann@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(727) 733-8267 

DiSt. 66 rep.  
larry ahern (r)    

55�� Park Street 
North, Suite �0�  St. 
Petersburg, Florida 
33709  

Larry.Ahern@myflorida-
house.gov 

(727) 545-642� 

Flor ida State  Delegation

DiSt. 67 rep.  eD 
hooper (r)    

Waters Edge Office 
Center, Suite 206  

2963 Gulf to Bay 
Boulevard, Clearwater, 
Florida 33759       

Ed.Hooper@myflorida-
house.gov 

(727) 724-3000 

DiSt. 68 rep.  DwiGht 
DuDley (D) 

3647 4th Street North, 
Suite 300  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33704 

Dwight.Dudley@myflorida-
house.gov 

(727) 552-2747 

DiSt. 69 rep.  
kathleen peterS  (r) 

�700 66th Street North, 
Suite 203  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 337�0 

Kathleen.Peters@myflori-
dahouse.gov 

(727) 34�-7385 

DiSt. 22 Sen. Jeff  
BranDeS (r)

 3637 4th Street North, 
Suite �0�  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33704 

Brandes.Jeff.web@
flsenate.gov  

(727) 552-2573

The Democratic Environmental Caucus of Florida..

...held its annual meeting at the April FDP State Retreat in 
Jacksonville.   Officers were elected for the new term.  Bill Bucolo, 
Pinellas County, will again serve as State Caucus Chair.   The 
meeting was well attended, given that it was the last caucus meet-
ing of the 3-day session.  Those who opted to stick around to 
attend rather than start the drive back home, were dedicated envi-
ronmentalists.   Among the officers of the State Environmental 
Caucus are several professionals, including hydrologists, and 
elected Commissioners to local Soil and Water Districts.

Saturday evening several members of the caucus, and guests, had 
dinner at Fionn  MacCool’s.   Rick Boylan and Wanda Schwerer 
jointed Bill Bucolo, Linda Lucus and Hillsborough County 
Commision Candidate Pat Kemp for a fun evening.
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?

of us.  However, the opinions and 
viewpoints expressed by contribu-
tors may not necessarily reflect 
those of the club. Please send sub-
missions to newsletter editor, Lois 
Fries, at   loisfreis@gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this 
newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add 
more folks to our newsletter email 
list. (Please forward to anyone you 
know who may be interested in 
what we do and how to join.)  Her 
address is:   loisfreis@gmail.com   •

 

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas 
Democratic Club members are an inter-
ested, involved, informed - and opinion-
ated - bunch.  And providing a forum for 
all that “good stuff” is an important func-
tion of our newsletter.  The Board encour-

ages articles and 
letters to the 
editor.  

This newsletter 
is created by vol-
unteers who make 
every attempt to 
publish factual 
information, and 
who encourage 
the free exchange 
of information 
and opinions. It 
should include 
input from all 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

ChANgE, YES WE CAN
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