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From the President’s Desk 

by Mary Lou Ambrose

Here we are 
in April, half 
way through the 
most danger-
ous time of year 
in Florida – the 
R e p u b l i c a n 
s u p e r -m a j o r -
ity legisla-
tive session 

in Tallahassee. The hurricane sea-
son pales in comparison to the two 
months our Legislators meet to pay 
back the lobbyists for all the money 
which flowed into their PACs. Each 
time they meet, Floridians lose.

We have a lot of issues here in the 
Sunshine state: 800,000 people with-
out medical insurance, too many loose 
gun laws, out of date minimum wage, 
lack of prison reform, too much test-
ing of our children, climate change, 
for-profit schools, how much gam-
bling should the state offer and who 
should run the casinos, gerrymander-
ing, clean water, and the accountabil-
ity of the Legislature for carrying out 
the will of the people (Amendment �) 
to name a few. The House in particu-
lar has addressed only a few of these 
issues and in doing so has made the 
situation in Florida worse, not better.

While the Senate has passed a largely 
acceptable, if less than perfect, bill to 
allow us to accept the $5�B from the 
Federal Government to provide cov-
erage for those 800,000 uninsured, 
the House is following the dictates 
of Americans for Prosperity and the 
Koch brothers to refuse coverage to all 
these Floridians. They actually passed 
a budget without mention of Medicaid 
expansion. Their favorite reason is that 
“we can’t trust the Federal Government 
to provide the funds” when one-third 
of the budget they passed is based 

on receiving Federal funding. Their 
hate for President Obama and their 
disdain for the poor, the disabled, 
the young and the old, as well as the 
dictates of Karl Rove and the Koch 
brothers, fuel their refusal to do what 
they took an oath to do - work for the 
people of the State of Florida. They 
are also ignoring the interests of the 
business community, the Chamber 
of Commerce, and the hospitals, 
who are their normal interest groups, 
for the big money from the national 
PACs.

Speaking of PACs, Marion Hammer 
and the NRA are pulling the 
Republicans farther and farther into 
outrageous gun laws. Guns on cam-
pus and backyard gun ranges are the 
most troubling. It seems that the only 
place guns are forbidden is in the place 
the Legislature meets. That should 
tell us something. They subject our 
college students to guns on campus, 
but protect themselves from guns 
in the Legislature. Mayor Kriseman 
recently ran into the State’s refusal to 
restrict gun ranges in neighborhoods 
when a local gun enthusiast built a 
flimsy range in his backyard. Under 
normal circumstances, the St Pete 
Commission would simply pass an 
Ordinance banning these dangerous 

Our next club meeting

Please mark your calendars for 
our next meeting, Monday, April 
20 at 7:15 P.M. at the  Acropol 
Restaurant 1170 starkey Rd., 
Largo.

Former orlando Chief of Police, 
Val Demings will speak on her 
experience coming up through the 
ranks of the oPD, and of her role as 
Co-Chair, with senator Bill nelson, 
on the FDP LeAD task Force.

➢ Next page



Page 2   Volume 7 Number 4     April, 20�5

Sen. Bill nelSon  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco ruBio  (r)
 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

rep. DaviD Jolly (r)

(727) 392-4100  or (727) 823-
8900 or  (202) 225-5961
Email: https://jolly.house.gov/contact/

email-me

rep. cathy caStor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

email: www.Castor.house.
gov

rep. GuS BilirakiS (r)

(727) 940-5860 or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.
house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 

Next Meeting, April 20  Come hear Val Demings speak 
on her experience rising through the orlando Police Department to 
become Chief of Police.  she will also speak on her role as Co-chair 
of the FDP LeAD task force, with senator Bill nelson.  the meeting 
will be at 7:15 P.M. At the Acropol Restaurant  1170 starkey Rd., 
Largo

➢from previous page

gun ranges. Not in Florida! The 
State has mandated that munici-
palities are forbidden to pass any 
ordinances which restrict guns 
and ammunition. They have even 
been required to remove any such 
restrictions from their books. The 
fact is that Marion Hammer and 
the NRA write the rules on guns 
in Florida.

In 20�4 a vast majority of 
Floridians passed a Constitutional 
Amendment to give specific fund-
ing to purchased and maintain 
Florida lands. Just as they did with 
Fair Districts, the Republicans are 
ignoring the will of the people of 
Florida and considering only the 
demands of big business, especially 
Big Sugar. They are allowing Big 
Sugar out of their contract to sell 
land to the State for preservation 
and refusing to purchase fragile 
lands which need protection.

The good news is that Presidential 
election years bring out the 
Democratic voters. The County 
DEC is working hard to recruit 
good candidates locally for 20�6. 
Eric Lynn, who spoke to our club 
several months ago, has filed to 
run against David Jolly for the 
DC House. While it is too early 
to announce any runs, we have 
several other excellent candidates 
seriously considering State and 
local seats. 20�6 MUST be a good 
year for us.  

Another piece of news which will 
most likely be decided by the time 
you receive this Newsletter is that 
the DEC is very close to having 
Bernie Sanders come to Pinellas 
County to speak at our Kennedy/
King dinner. If that happens, it 

could be a huge opportunity not 
only to have an exciting national 
figure come to Pinellas County, but 
to raise major money toward fund-
ing 20�6 candidates.   

As a reminder, Val Demming 
will be our speaker at the April 
20th club meeting. Val, who was 
the Police Chief in Orlando, is the 
co-chair with Senator Nelson of the 
L.E.A.D. task force which is tasked 
with solving the problem of contin-
ual Democratic losses in Florida. 
Hope to see all of you there. Let’s 
pack the house for this important 
event!  •
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PC DEC  News

Things
To
Do

MONDAY - April 20

LARGO/MID-PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

7:�5 -8:45 P.M.

Acropol Restaurant 
��70 Starkey Rd., Largo, 
FL United States

PALM HARBOR 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB 

6:00 - 8;�0 P.M.

Tiffany’s Restaurant

�5000 US Hwy �9, Palm Harbor, 
FL United States

GREATER  
TARPON  SPRINGS  
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

7:�4 - 9:00 P.M.

Walton Community Center

400 S Walton Ave,  
Tarpon Springs, FL �4688

TUESDAY, April 21

Pinellas County Democratic 
Party Hispanic Caucus

6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, 
St. Petersburg, FL ��7��

THURSDAY, April 23

DEC – Pinellas Democratic 
Party Meeting

7;00 - 9:00 P.M.

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, 
�2600 Roosevelt Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg

WEDNESDAY, May 1

ST. PETE DEMS CLUB

6:�0 - 8:00 P.M.

St. Pete Hilton Restaurant, 
�� �st St. S.,  
St. Petersburg, FL

WEDNESDAY, May 13
PC DEC EXECUTIVE 
BOARD MEETING

7:00 - 9:00 P.M.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, 
St. Petersburg, FL ��7��

THURSDAY , May 14

GREATER PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

Banquet Masters Clearwater
���55 49th St. N., Clearwater, FL

MONDAY - May 18

LARGO/MID-PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

7:�5 -8:45 P.M.

��70 Starkey Rd., Largo, FL United 
States

TUESDAY, May 19

Pinellas County 
Democratic Party 
Hispanic Caucus

6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, 
St. Petersburg, FL ��7��
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     Club News

Val Demings will be our featured speaker at the Apirl 20, 2015 club meeting.  

Val Demings served as Chief of the Orlando Police Department, the first woman to 
hold the position. She was the Democratic nominee in 20�2 to represent Florida’s �0th 
congressional district in the United States House of Representatives.  She  attended Flor-
ida State University, graduating with a degree in criminology in �979.

After graduating from college, Demings worked as a social worker in Jacksonville for �8 
months. In �98�, she applied for a job with the Orlando Police Department (OPD), and 
she began with the department on patrol in Orlando’s west side.

Demings was appointed as Chief of the OPD in December 2007, becoming the first 
woman to lead the department.  ] As Chief, she was credited with reducing violent crime 
in Orlando. She retired from the position effective June �, 20��, after serving with the 

OPD for 27 years

The Florida Democratic Party created the LEAD (Leadership Expansion to Advance Democrats) Task Force, which 
will work to retool and strengthen the Party’s brand, bolster candidate recruitment efforts, and improve field and 
outreach performance heading into the pivotal 20�6 presidential 
election.

Co-Chairs:

U.S. Senator Bill Nelson

Former Orlando Police Chief Val Demings

Plus 20 members, including former FDP Chair Rod Smith.

The LEAD Task Force will analyze the 20�4 election results and 
deliver recommendations on steps Florida Democrats must take to compete in the 20�6 presidential election and the 
20�8 gubernatorial race. The LEAD Task Force will have � strategic goals when completing its review and offering 
recommendations.

Review best practices for candidate recruitment for local, state and federal offices.

Examine data and digital footprint to ensure new technologies are being utilized.

Assess field and turnout operations and recommend steps to improve performance.

The Task Force will deliver its recommendations at the 20�5 Leadership Blue weekend.  • 

•

•

•

�.

2.

�.
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Gun Control News
Students for Concealed Carry, a group 

comprised of college students who sup-
port the legislation, aren’t happy with 
Diaz de la Portilla.

“The lies involved in the stalling of 
this bill are unfortunate and despicable,” 
Rebekah Hargrove, president of Students 
for Concealed Carry at Florida State 
University, said in a statement. “Sen. 
Diaz de la Portilla is simply too afraid 
to have his name associated with a divi-
sive bill, even though he has previously 
claimed to be a supporter of the Second 
Amendment.”

Sen. President Gardiner isn’t blame-
less, either, says SFCC. With a wave of his 
hand, Gardiner could bring SB �76 to the 
floor for a full vote.

SFCC is not alone in their sentiments. 
Former National Rifle Association 
President Marion Hammer told Sunshine 
State News Gardiner wields a great deal 
of power and can decide the life or death 
of a bill.

“If [Gardiner] wants that bill and sup-
ports it, as he has told us he does, then he 
certainly can get it put on the agenda and 
get it to the floor,” she said.

Gardiner won’t do that, though -- and 
he won’t even meet with the students 
supporting the legislation.

“With this power comes responsibility 
– the responsibility to listen to the peo-
ple, and yet Sen. Gardiner refuses to meet 
with us or even speak with us,” the group 
said. “As a result of these acts, the people 
now know where these senators truly 
stand on gun rights issues and we can 
show them that they are not representa-
tive of their state or their constituents.”

The move won’t be taken lightly.

“This stalling of the bill will not be met 
with complacency,” said SFCC. “We will 
continue to defend our rights and will 
come back year after year if we must, but 
this train cannot be stopped as easily as 
refusing to schedule a bill.”

From Citizens for 
Responsible Gun Laws

by Rodney and Elizabeth Snedeker

It is important that everyone be aware 
of SB �76 concerning granting the right 
to carry concealed weapons on col-
lege campuses.  Most educators, many 
students and all college and university 
presidents in Florida oppose it.  It would 
be a serious mistake to allow guns on 
campuses.

SB �76 is now in the Judiciary 
Committee of the Florida Legislature.  
This bill deletes a previous 

provision prohibiting concealed carry 
licensees from openly carrying a hand-
gun or carrying a concealed weapon 
or firearm into a college or university 
facility.

The effective date for this bill is 
7/�/20�5.  It has passed through two 
committees already -.Criminal Justice 
and Higher Education.  Please call the 
following Florida senators who are 
serving on the Judicial Committee and 
voice your disapproval of this bill.  In 
the Judicial Committee, this bill is also 
known as SJ �9�. We want this bill to 
die in committee.

Lizbeth Benasquisto (R)  850 487-50�0

Kelli Stargel              (R)  850 487-50�5

David Simmons        (R)  850-487-50�0

Arthenia Joyner        (D)  850 487-50�9

Miguel Diaz do la Portilla (R)  850 
487-5040

Wilton Simpson        (R)  850 487-50�8

Jeff Brandes             (R)  850 487-5022

Darren Soto              (D)  850 487-50�4

Jeremy Ring             (D)  850 487-5029

Aaron Bean              (R)  850 487-5004 
•

Students for Concealed 
Carry: Campus Carry Bill 
Doomed by Andy Gardiner  

By: Allison Nielsen | Posted: April 15, 
2015 4:20 PM 

(Ed Note: At least someone has com-
mon sense, even though he is Republi-
can.)

Gun rights groups continue to put 
pressure on Sen. President Andy 
Gardiner to make a bill to allow guns 
on college campuses a top priority for 
the remainder of the 20�5 legislative 
session.

SB �76, sponsored by Sen. Greg 
Evers, R-Baker, would allow those 2� 
and up to carry concealed weapons 
at public colleges and universities. Its 
House companion, which was spon-
sored by Rep. Greg Steube, R-Sarasota, 
flew threw its respective committees, 
where it was easily approved. 

But its Senate counterpart has been 
stalled for weeks after it was taken 
off the Senate Judiciary Committee’s 
April 7 meeting agenda. Whispers 
around the Capitol pointed the blame 
at Senate President Gardiner, saying 
he was the one solely responsible for 
the move. 

Gardiner washed his hands of the 
blame in a Facebook post where he 
said Sen. Miguel Diaz de la Portilla 
was the one who called the shots and 
took the bill off the agenda.

“I have not blocked any legislation 
from receiving a hearing in committee 
or on the Senate floor,” he wrote, tout-
ing his “A” rating from the National 
Rifle Association and his commit-
ment to Second Amendment rights.

Diaz de la Portilla said he didn’t 
think there was much support for SB 
�76 since the bill didn’t poll well when 
he asked his fellow senators about it.

Gun rights groups aren’t buying it.
➢ Next page
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 Issues

MEDICAID EXPANSION

The Tampa Bay Times on Sunday 
labeled the House Republicans 
in huge type -- The IMMORAL 
MAJORITY -- because of their 
callous inaction on Medicaid 
expansion.  Please call your rep-
resentatives and email them the 
article. Don’t forget to mention 
the 6000+ deaths caused by their 
refusal to expand medicaid. You 
can find their phone number and 
email here.

by Christopher Radulich of MoveOn

8��-645-6�24  •

What to do for 
Medicaid Expansion 

submitted by  Wanda Schwerer and 
Mary Lou Ambrose

 We all know that the 
Republican Super-Majority in the 
Florida House is spewing terrible 
Legislation this Session. However, 
the most terrible thing is what 
they have not done: They have 
not even considered a Medicaid 
Expansion bill to give insurance  
relief to over 800,000 Floridians. 
The Pinellas County Democratic 
Executive Committee has asked 
us to reach out to our local House 
Members and to demand action 
of this most important issue.

Rep. Chris Latvala and Rep. 
Kathleen Peters are more con-
cerned about winning an ideologi-
cal fight than they are about help-
ing their constituents. Contact 

The possibility of LIP fund-
ing -- or something like it 
-- isn’t entirely dead yet

The state continued its negotia-
tions with the federal government 
on Wednesday in an effort to pre-
serve funding for hospitals that treat 
large numbers of poor and uninsured 
patients.

Florida had previously relied on 
a pot of money known as the Low 
Income Pool, or LIP. But the $2.2 bil-
lion program is scheduled to expire 
later this year, under an agree-
ment between the state and federal 
government.

On Tuesday, the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, or 
CMS, said it “will not extend Florida’s 
Low Income Pool in its current form 
beyond June �0,” according to a state-
ment issued by the agency.

But that doesn’t mean the talks are off.

CMS said it would work with the state “to 
develop payment approaches for Florida’s 
Medicaid beneficiaries to ensure adequacy, 
equity, accountability and sustainability 
for Florida’s Medicaid funding.”

In other words, the federal government 
may be willing to approve a more sustain-
able funding system.

“We have not heard anything from them 
saying the LIP funding is going to go away 
in its entirety,” said Justin Senior, the 
Medicaid director for the state Agency for 
Health Care Administration.

Senior said there were already several 
“areas of agreement” between the state and 
federal government.

“We’re working with them,” he added. 
“We have a good relationship.”

If the LIP funding were to disappear 
altogether, it would blow a $�.� billion 
hole in Florida’s budget. Gov.Rick Scott’s 
recommended budget assumes all of the 
funding will come through.

Senate Appropriations Chairman Tom 
Lee, R-Brandon, said Tuesday’s announce-
ment from CMS had sent Florida lawmak-
ers “back to the drawing board.”

“We actually have already begun to 
organize some meetings with staff and 
key members in the process to try to 
determine what are our range of options 
because it’s a problem we have to solve,” he 
said Wednesday.

Those options, according to Lee, might 
include finding savings in the state budget 
or tapping into the $� billion surplus.

“Whether it’s by the name of LIP or some 
other name, a program might still exist,” 
Lee said. “But we’re going to have to work 
with CMS to modify our current operat-
ing mode so they can cooperate with us.”  
•

your state Representative and ask 
them to stop denying 800,000 
Floridians access to health care. 
Ask them to stop refusing to accept 
Medicaid expansion money from 
Washington. It is immoral, and it 
is financially irresponsible.

Call them. Email them. Ask 
them why they are blocking 
health insurance for your fami-
lies, friends and co-workers.

LARRY AHERN, Seminole: 
(850) 7�7-5066, larry.ahern@
myfloridahouse.gov

CHRIS LATVALA, Clearwater: 
(850) 7�7-5067, chris.latvala@
myfloridahouse.gov

KATHLEEN PETERS, South 
Pasadena: (850) 7�7-5069, kath-
leen.peters@myfloridahouse.gov

CHRIS SPROWLS, Palm 
Harbor: (850) 7�7-5065, chris.
sprowls@myfloridahouse.gov

http://www.tampabay.com/news/poli-
tics/stateroundup/medicaid-expansion-

The bill had still not been 
placed on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee agenda as of this arti-
cle’s release. Sunshine State News 
contacted Sen. Diaz de la Portilla’s 
office, who said the bill would not 
be heard in that committee at this 
time because it would not be meet-
ing for the remainder of this year’s 
legislative session.   •

➢from previous page
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Where did LIP Come 
From?

Rhetoric intensifies in Florida’s fight 
with Washington over hospital aid 
money, Medicaid 

By Tia Mitchell Wed, Apr 15, 2015 

TALLAHASSEE | A flurry of 
letters between Florida lawmak-
ers and federal officials about 
continuing a $2 billion health 
care program resulted in very 
little progress on the negotiating 
front.

The letters and memos highlight 
the increasing distrust between 
the federal government and the 
state agency that oversees the 
Medicaid program and the acri-
mony between the House and the 
Senate.

They seem to indicate even less 
probability that lawmakers will 
finalize the state budget by the 
scheduled May � end of the legis-
lative session.

The federal Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
fired the first shot Tuesday, send-
ing the state a letter explaining 
its position on the so-called Low 
Income Pool, or LIP, a program 
that helps hospitals and health 
clinics provide services to poor 
and uninsured patients. The 
eight-year-old program is sched-
uled to expire in June unless the 
state and Washington work out 
an agreement.

The federal government said 
Medicaid expansion, or lack 
thereof in Florida, is related to 
how many LIP dollars the state 
can expect in the future.

“Medicaid expansion would 
reduce uncompensated care in 
the state, and therefore have an 
impact on the LIP, which is why 

the state’s expansion status is an 
important consideration in our 
approach regarding extending the 
LIP beyond June,” CMS acting 
director Vikki Wachino wrote. 
“We believe that the future of the 
LIP, sufficient provider rates, and 
Medicaid expansion are linked in 
considering a solution for Florida’s 
low income citizens, safety net 
providers and taxpayers.”

At issue is federal payments 
to hospitals and health clinics 
that care for the poor and the 
use of Medicaid money to pro-
vide insurance coverage for more 
Floridians.

Officials at hospitals, such as 
the University of Florida Health 
Jacksonville, worry they’ll lose 
tens of millions of LIP dollars, 
crimping their budgets and staff-
ing, or worse.

University of Florida Health 
Jacksonville administrators said 
their hospital could close in a 
matter of months if it loses $95 
million its local and federal LIP 
dollars.

Florida Medicaid Director Justin 
Senior responded to CMS on 
Wednesday, accusing the federal 
government of unjustly tying the 
LIP revenue to Medicaid expan-
sion. “... The U.S. Supreme Court 
explicitly warned the federal gov-
ernment against attempting to 
coerce states into participating in 
Medicaid expansion — yet that 
appears to be exactly what the 
federal government is attempting 
here,” he wrote.

The LIP program is the brain-
child of former Gov. Jeb Bush, 
who convinced his brother and 
then-President George W. Bush 
to approve the special arrange-
ment for Florida. The nine-year-
old program currently uses about 
$900 million in state and local 
dollars to qualify for $�.� billion 
federal dollars.

It was approved as part of 
Florida’s Medicaid privatization 
efforts, which must be reviewed 
and renewed every few years. CMS 
approved the larger Medicaid pro-
gram for a three-year renewal last 
year but gave the state just one-year 
renewal on LIP and said changes 
in the funding formula and better 
transparency were needed before 
the program will be allowed to 
continue.

Today’s renewal debate comes 
with a much different climate 
in Washington, not just because 
there is a new president but 
because the health-care landscape 
has changed.

Congress approved President 
Barack Obama’s signature health-
care legislation in 20�0. Among its 
provisions was Medicaid expan-
sion intended to help more peo-
ple get health coverage and avoid 
using emergency rooms as their 
primary source of care. However, 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 
20�2 that Medicaid expansion is 
optional and many Republican 
states, including Florida, have 
resisted embracing the program.

Now, the federal government is 
saying it won’t pay Florida to pro-
vide services to uninsured people 
through LIP when the state could 
be providing them coverage under 
Medicaid expansion.

House Speaker Steve Crisafulli 
and Senate President Andy 
Gardiner released dueling state-
ments Tuesday evening reacting 
to Wachino’s letter.

Crisafulli said the federal gov-
ernment had never before tied LIP 
to Medicaid expansion and is now 
sending mixed messages.

“It is unthinkable that they 
would leave our state on the hook 

➢ Next page
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for over a billion dollars simply 
because they want a specific policy 
outcome,” Crisafulli, R-Merritt 
Island, wrote.

His letter also blamed the Senate, 
which the speaker said “has pro-
vided inaccurate and false hope to 
Washington, D.C., and has mud-
dled negotiations.”

Gardiner, who is a vice president 
at Orlando Health, focused on the 
implications of Wachino’s letter, 
mainly the impact on hospitals if 
LIP goes away.

“The bottom line is: more than 
ever, today’s correspondence from 
CMS highlights the link between 
LIP and expansion and the need to 
consider a comprehensive Florida 
solution,” Gardiner wrote. “Time 
is of the essence.”

Six members of Florida’s con-
gressional delegation — Senator 
Marco Rubio, Rep. Gus Bilirakis, 
Rep. Curt Clawson, Rep. Richard 
Nugent, Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, 
and Rep. Ted Yoho — also wrote a 
letter Tuesday asking CMS to keep 
LIP negotiations separate from the 
debate on Medicaid expansion.

However, the Associated Press 
reported that the congressmen’s 
letter was drafted by Gov. Rick 
Scott’s office in March, weeks 
before Wachino sent her letter.

Tia Mitchell: (850) 933-1321     •

Our Rotten Florida 
Legislature

Lawmakers Reel In Cash Before 
Session Starts

By: Jim Saunders News Service of 
Florida | Posted: April 13, 2015 6:34 
PM 

 Florida lawmakers are barred 
from raising campaign cash during 
the legislative session.

But during the days and hours 
before the annual session started 
March �, about $�.� million poured 
into lawmakers’ campaign accounts 
-- with large chunks of money com-
ing from businesses or groups with 
interests in the Capitol, according 
to newly filed campaign-finance 
reports.

A search of the state Division of 
Elections database shows that con-
tributions dated March � through 
March � to House candidates totaled 
$7�0,000. Contributions to Senate 
candidates -- including some to can-
didates running in 20�8 -- totaled 
nearly $600,000. Almost all of the 
money went to sitting lawmakers. 

With one notable exception, the 
largest amounts of money dur-
ing the abbreviated fundraising 
period went to Senate candidates. 
As examples, Sen. Denise Grimsley, 
R-Sebring, raised $69,950, and Sen. 
Rob Bradley, R-Fleming Island, col-
lected $47,000, as they run for re-
election in 20�6, according to the 

Division of Elections website. Rep. 
Matt Gaetz, a Fort Walton Beach 
Republican who is running for the 
Senate in 20�6, brought in $46,270.

The notable exception is House 
Appropriations Chairman Richard 
Corcoran, a Land O’ Lakes 
Republican who will become House 
speaker in 20�6 if he gets re-elected in 
his Pasco County district. Corcoran 
raised $5�,000 immediately before 
session, with the contributions 
dated March 2 on the Division of 
Elections website.

State candidates, parties and polit-
ical committees were required by a 
Friday deadline to file reports show-
ing their campaign-finance activity 
through March ��.

In many cases, legislative candi-
dates have been raising money for 
months -- or even longer -- for 20�6 
and 20�8 campaigns. For instance, 
Gaetz, has raised an overall total of 
nearly $565,000 as he runs next year 
to try to replace his term-limited 
father, Sen. Don Gaetz, R-Niceville, 
in the Panhandle’s Senate District 
�.

The money raised for candidates’ 
campaign accounts during the first 
few days of March reflects only a por-
tion of the checks written to support 
legislative candidates. Numerous 
lawmakers are involved in sepa-
rate fundraising committees. As 
an example, the Florida Republican 
Senatorial Campaign Committee, 
which is chaired by Senate President 
Andy Gardiner, R-Orlando, col-
lected about $752,000 immediately 
before the session started, according 
to a search of the database.

Among the numerous Capitol 
players that contributed to lawmak-
ers’ campaign accounts in early 
March were Disney-related compa-
nies, the Florida Justice Association, 
the Florida Medical Association, 
the HCA health-care chain, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and U.S. 
Sugar Corp.  •
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So What to Do?  Get out 
the Vote!!!!!

The Invisible Democratic Majority 

Submitted by Bob Glass: from an arti-
cle in The Atlantic by Russell Beman

BY 2002, two pundits prophesied an 
Emerging Democratic Majority, built 
on America’s increasing ethnic diver-
sity. After the GOP triumph in the 
20�4 elections, one of them recanted, 
instead proclaiming an Emerging 
Republican Advantage. But what if 
the predicted Democratic majority 
already emerged, but just never both-
ered to show up and vote? 

A study released Tuesday by the 
Pew Research Center found that, 
over the course of 20�4, American 
adults were far more likely to identify 
with or lean toward the Democratic 
Party than the Republican Party, 
by a margin of 48 to �9 percent. 
But in November, GOP candidates 
for the House of Representatives 
garnered millions more votes than 
their Democratic rivals, amassing 
a cumulative advantage of 5� to 45 
percent. A decisive Democratic edge 
in the general population translated 
to a distinct Republican advantage at 
the polls. 

Democrats still found some solace 
in long term demographic trends: 
Republicans may enjoy the sup-
port of older, white Americans, but 
Democrats remain strong among 
young people and ethnic minorities, 
who will make up an ever-increas-
ing share of the population in com-
ing years. The GOP’s advantage, they 
assumed, would be temporary, and 
an enduring Democratic majority 
would indeed emerge over time. 

Yet the depth of the Democratic 
losses in November cast doubt on that 
rosy thinking. For one, Republicans 
captured so many seats—both on 
the federal and state levels—that 
they can write their current advan-
tage into electoral districts that will 

last a decade. And more ominously, 
a higher percentage of Millennials—
that most crucial element of the 
future Democratic base—voted GOP 
than in the past. That’s what led 
John B. Judis, looking at the voting 
choices made by white and middle-
class Americans, to repudiate his 
prophesy of an emerging Democratic 
majority, and to declare in National 
Journal the onset of a Republican 
advantage. 

The Pew study should provide some 
relief to Democrats even as it raises 
difficult questions for the country 
as a whole. The survey of more than 
25,000 adults throughout 20�4—a 
much broader sample than tradi-
tional opinion polls—found that 
Democrats retain a wide advantage 
among younger Americans. Fifty-
one percent of Millennials (defined 
as people ages �8-��) either identify 
as Democrats or lean that way, com-
pared to �5 percent who identify as 
or lean Republican. The gap isn’t as 
wide as it was during Obama’s first 
victory in 2008, but it is virtually 
unchanged from his re-election year 
of 20�2. Democrats also expanded 
their edge with Generation X: Forty-
nine percent of adults between the 
ages of �4 and 49 backed them, com-
pared to �8 percent who supported 
Republicans. Democrats retained 
a significant lead among blacks, 
Hispanics, and women, and they 
held a nine-point advantage in over-
all party ID. (The study found that 
a higher percentage of people now 
identify as independents, �9 percent, 
than ever before.) .

Much of the Democratic edge 
among Millennials correlates with 
ethnic diversity: Forty-four percent 
are non-white, by far the highest per-
centage of any age group. Yet while 
black, Hispanic, and Asian American 
Millennials prefer Democrats by a 
margin of at least �5 points across 
all age groups, white Millennials 
are considerably more likely to back 
Democrats than are older whites. 

The 20�4 elections were decided 
by those who actually showed up to 
vote. But the Pew study was a survey 
of adults, not just registered voters, 
or those who cast ballots. And so the 
most striking aspect of the study is 
just how Democratic the population 
remained in 20�4, even during a year 
in which Republicans swept elections 
nationwide. It highlights a striking 
gap between those who voted and 
the general population; the elec-
torate was significantly older, and 
more Republican. Millennials, for 
example, made up more than 20 per-
cent of the Pew survey but a smaller 
chunk of the voting public, accord-
ing to exit polls. And party identifi-
cation among 20�4 voters was almost 
evenly split, despite the Democrats’ 
longstanding advantage in surveys. 

Some pundits declared that an 
artifact of weak turnout in mid-
term years, in which many of the 
Democrats who twice elected Barack 
Obama stayed home, skewing the 
results in favor of the more reliable 
Republican base. Others pointed to 
the GOP win as evidence of a more 
significant rightward shift, one that 
can be replicated not only in con-
gressional elections, but also in the 
20�6 presidential race. The results of 
individual congressional races can 
be difficult to generalize, as voters 
who lean toward one party or the 
other may be drawn to particular 
candidates, or disinclined to vote in 
uncompetitive races. But whatever 
the cause, the Pew survey suggests 
that the result was a Republican 
Congress, governing a nation that 
tilts toward Democrats. 

Americans have a long and under-
standable tradition of not extending 
much sympathy to people who don’t 
bother to vote. (Staying home can 
itself be a vote, a way of registering 
disappointment, frustration, or dis-
illusionment.) And Democrats are 
well aware of their turnout problem 
in midterm elections—they tried 

Letters and Opinions



Page �0   Volume 7 Number 4     April, 20�5

➢from previous page

and failed to energize their base in 
20�4, and their comparative success 
in recent presidential campaigns is 
a large part of what gives the party 
confidence in 20�6. There are a host 
of other factors that contribute to 
this dynamic as well, such as the 
congressional gerrymandering that, 
in 20�2, resulted in Republican con-
trol of the House despite a majority 
of votes going to Democrats. 

Americans will have a chance 
to change leadership again soon 
enough. Perhaps the Republicans 
running Congress and statehouses 
will win over the people who stayed 
home rather than vote against them 
in 20�4. Or maybe the mounting 
frustration of the Democratic plural-
ity, which stayed silent last fall, will 
realign the government not just in 
20�6 but in future off-year elections 
as well. But for now, America is left 
with a legislature elected by voters 
whose views don’t match those of the 
public at large.   •

How do we keep losing 
when we run Against Rick 
Scott??

Building a Party Bench: 
Lively GOP Shows 
How It’s Done

(Ed Note: Is our Florida party on 
the right track, or not? We should be 
cheering both Patrick Murphy and 
Alan Grayson, not receiving negative 
missives about one or the other.)

By: Nancy Smith 

Stand back and take a good look at 
the early days of the 20�6 U.S. Senate 
race in Florida. Can you see it? 

The Democrats’ formula for kill-
ing their team spirit, for leaving 
their bench emptier than a beer keg 
after a rugby match ... it’s as plain as 
the nose on your face.

And the Republicans? Christmas 
in April. An embarrassment of 
riches.

Everything the Republican Party 
of Florida does right to fuel its 
engine for races to come, and the 
Florida Democratic Party does 
wrong to squash potential rising 
stars was showcased Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

Look at the excitement to run 
for Senate among the red team. 
CFO Jeff Atwater, who had polled 
impressively out of the gate, excused 
himself -- and all of a sudden an 
army piled out of a phone booth. 
Wednesday especially was an any-
thing-is-possible kind of day for any 
Republican leader with gumption, a 
dream, and a sense of commitment 
and adventure. 

It isn’t just that Republicans have 
prevailed in state-level politics for 
nearly two decades. True, that kind 
of dominance has given them lead-
ers to burn. But it’s the way the GOP 

handles them, the breadth they’re 
given, the freedom to strut -- at least 
for a time. Nobody is fawning over 
any of them, but they’re treated with 
respect.

What’s not to like if you’re a 
Republican with an eye to move up 
in elected office?

In 20 years the only exception to 
this I’ve seen is Rick Scott, who in 
many ways has been the exception 
to most rules. Scott came out of 
nowhere in 20�0, and when he did, 
you might remember, establish-
ment Republicans and the media 
chased after him like Hagar the 
Horrible and his bloodthirsty Huns 
in the  old “What’s in Your Wallet” 
commercial. 

On Wednesday it seemed as if half 
of Republican World had declared/
launched trial balloons/expressed 
some interest in taking the seat 
Marco Rubio won so command-
ingly five years ago. The beauty of it 
was, some of the participants were 
expected, some weren’t.

Former House Speaker Will 
Weatherford, expected in, said, no, 
I’m out. But U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney, 
also expected in, told Sunshine 
State News he’s “thinking about it.” 
U.S. Rep. Ron DeSantis, a favorite 
of conservatives, is leaning toward 
a Senate run. So is U.S. Rep. Vern 
Buchanan. So, probably, are U.S. 
Rep. Curt Clawson, former U.S. Sen. 
George LeMieux and Lt. Gov. Carlos 
Lopez-Cantera.

 But the unexpected, out-of-the-
blue show-ups declaring their inter-
est Tuesday and Wednesday -- good 
men all -- nevertheless blew a lot of 
us away: former Senate President 
Don Gaetz, former Attorney General 
Bill McCollum and  U.S. Rep. David 
Jolly. 

Wait a minute! David Jolly? The 
David Jolly who was elected to 

➢ Next page
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Congress for the first time last year? 
The David Jolly who two years ago 
was a congressional aide? That David 
Jolly has the audacity to think he can 
run for senator in 20�6? You bet he 
does and more power to him. This is 
what I’m talking about.

A free-for-all. A chance for Florida’s 
4,�82,�50 registered Republican vot-
ers to watch and react. In the end, 
not many of these potential candi-
dates will be standing, but each has 
a chance and each knows it.

Compare this to the Democrats’ 
modus operandi.

In the FDP, leadership -- that 
includes congressional leadership 
-- does the choosing. Party lead-
ers selected recycled Republican 
Charlie Crist to be their candidate 
for governor in 20�4. We all know 
how that worked out for the first 
candidate in the race, Nan Rich of 
Weston -- denied a primary debate 
with Crist and treated like a leper 
for the best part of two years. And 
party leaders have done the same 
thing again in the Senate race, cho-
sen U.S. Rep. Patrick Murphy while 
making sure others peeled off in the 
name of “party unity.” Don’t look for 
Pam Keith of Palm Beach Gardens, 
determined candidate for Senate, 
to become the Democrats’ out-of-
nowhere Rick Scott. She doesn’t have 
the millions he had to finance his 
own campaign.

It isn’t as if the Dems lack talent. 
They have rising stars of their own, 
though I’m never sure if the party 
recognizes who they are. Some are 
in Tallahassee, some in the large cit-
ies across the state. But for a party 
that spends so much effort stressing 
“party unity,” for the most part, they 
allow their best and brightest to lan-
guish in isolation. Unencouraged.

Candidates who should be can-
didates? Left behind the lines. 
Democratic voters, meanwhile, get 

little chance to share the choosing. 
That part is already done for them 
by the time they know what just hap-
pened. Zero excitement generated.

You look 
at the news 
this week 
on the GOP 
side and 
you see a 
bench doz-
ens deep 
-- most of 
them hun-
gry and 
conf ident . 
You listen 
to potential 
GOP candi-
dates weigh 
in and you 
know they 
will be 
ready when 
o p p o r t u -
nity knocks. 
Democrats 
should be 
watching, asking questions and 
learning.

Reach Nancy Smith at nsmith@
sunshinestatenews.com or at 228-
282-242�.   •
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State &  County RepReSentativeS

For the most up-to-date information on your 
Federal, State, and County representatives  
including all contact information, Go to :

http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/
Documents/files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club members 
are an interested, involved, informed - and opinionated - bunch.  
And providing a forum for all that “good stuff” is an important 
function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages articles and let-
ters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every attempt to 
publish factual information, and who encourage the free exchange 
of information and opinions. It should include input from all of us.  
However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by contributors 
may not necessarily reflect those of the club. Please send submis-
sions to newsletter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be inter-
ested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is:    loisfries@
gmail.com   •

 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

chAnge, yes we cAn

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


