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From the President’s Desk 
by Rich Piper

With his ringing 
State of the Union 
address and his 
budget message, 
President Obama 
continues to set an 
agenda that most of 
us will enthusiasti-
cally rally to sup-
port.  Though the 

Republican-controlled Congress pro-
nounces almost all of his proposals 
“Dead on arrival,” his messages and 
his actions offer hope to the middle 
class and those who aspire to achieve 
middle-class status in a way that the 
Republicans have been utterly unable to 
match.  Instead, the Republicans focus 
on trying to enrich the rich still fur-
ther, block needed measures to foster 
expanded educational opportunities 
and roll back progress in areas rang-
ing from immigration reform through 
gay marriage.  As for the prospective 
Republican presidential candidates for 
20�6, they may be numerous but their 
collective quality is abysmally low.  
Unsurprisingly, President Obama’s 
ratings in the public opinion polls 
have been steadily rising.  

Here in Florida, our corrupt and 
inept Governor continues to demon-
strate what a terrible decision was made 
by the bare plurality of Florida voters 
who re-elected him in 20�4.  While 
even such conservative Republican 
Governors as Mike Pence of Indiana 
have found a way to compromise 
with the Obama Administration and 
expand health care coverage, and even 
the Florida Chamber of Commerce 
has urged expansion, the Florida 
Governor and the Republican legisla-
tive leaders in Florida refuse to give 
needed health care coverage to nearly 
a million Floridians.  

In Pinellas County, a recent call 
that I received from Steve Kornell 
was a good reminder that the St. 
Petersburg council elections are 
beginning to heat up.   In addition, 
the Democratic Party is off to a good 
start under the leadership of its new 
chair, Susan McGrath.  The Pinellas 
Democrats held a highly successful 
holiday dinner in December and are 
now following that up with a din-
ner on Saturday, February 28, at the 
Manhattan Casino in St. Petersburg, 
to celebrate Black History month and 
to honor Pinellas civil-rights leaders.   
Tickets are $45 each for individuals, 
but club members may purchase tick-
ets at one of our Largo/Mid-Pinellas 
Democratic Club tables for $40 each.   
These are available from Bill Walker, 
wwalker�@juno.com or 727-239-
0563.   They will also be available 
at our next club meeting, Monday, 
February �6, 7:�5 p.m., at the Acropol 
Restaurant.  I urge you to purchase 
yours and show your support for a 
good cause.

The main speaker at our next club 
meeting will be Pinellas County 
Commissioner, Pat Gerard.  In addi-
tion, there will be nominations from 

Our next club meeting

Please mark your calendars 
for our next meeting, Monday, 
February 16 at 7:15 P.M. at the  
Acropol Restaurant 1170 Starkey 
Rd., Largo.

Our newest Democratic County 
Commissioner, Pat Gerard, will be 
our speaker. 

We will accept nominations 
for our biennial officer elections.  
Please attend.

➢ Next page
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Sen. Bill nelSon  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco ruBio  (r)
 (813) 977-6450 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

rep. DaviD Jolly (r)

(727) 392-4100  or (727) 823-
8900or  (202) 225-5961
Email: https://jolly.house.gov/contact/

email-me

rep. cathy caStor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov

rep. GuS BilirakiS (r)

(727) 232-2921 or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.
house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 

Next Meeting, February 16  Come hear our newest 
Democratic County Commissioner Pat Gerard give us an update on what 
is happening on the Commission.   We  also will be accepting nomina-
tions for our biennial officer elections (election will be held in March)  
The meeting will be at 7:15 P.M. At the Acropol Restaurant  1170 
Starkey Rd., Largo

NomiNatioNs for Club 
offiCers aNd direCtors

In January, the nominating Committee, 
chaired by Belleair Bluffs Commissioner, Joe 
Barkley, presenting the slate of candidates for 
the Largo/Mid-Pinellas club elections to be 
held at the march, 2015 meeting.  The slate 
is:

President:  Mary Lou Ambrose
Vice-President:   Lois Fries
Secretary:    Ginny Nelson
Treasurer:    Billy Walker
Director seats:
 Charlotte Maas
 Bob Glass
 Elizabeth Snedeker
 Heidi Sanchez
 Wanda Schwerer
 Lodewijk van den Berg  
 Lorena Grizzle
 Charlie Tucker

We will accept additional nominations for 
each office from the floor at the February �6 
meeting.  

The board wishes to extend a most grateful 
THANKS to Rich for his leadership in the 
founding and growth of our club, and wish 
him and Theresa all the best in their move 
back to Tampa.  We know our loss will be 
Hillsborough’s gain. •

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

➢from previous page

the floor for our club elections.  In January, the nominating committee pre-
sented its slate of nominees.  The elections are scheduled for our March �6 
meeting.   •
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Gun Control News
  by Elizabeth Snedeker aged to tell our personal stories of how we have been 

impacted by gun violence.

Our first stop in D. C. was a luncheon by a local church.  
It was here that people from all over the U.S. filed in to 
be part of our delegation.  Jim and I believe that 20 or 
so states were represented and that meant that the NAA 
had between 40 to 60 meetings with senators and rep-
resentatives, most of whom had not proven sympathetic 
to our cause.

After lunch, we attended a press conference in the 
Capitol.  It was attended by gun violence survivors, 
family members and friends who had lost a loved 
one to violence, and several legislators.   Connecticut 
was well represented by Senators Chris Murphy and 
Richard Blumenthal and Representatives Elizabeth Etsy 
and Rosa DeLauro.   Nancy Pelosi, House Minority 
Leader, spoke, as well as Congresswoman Robin Kelly 
(D-Illinois) who co-authored the Kelly Report on Gun 
Violence in America, the first ever congressional anal-
ysis of the nation’s gun epidemic.  Several people told 
in graphic detail how they were affected by gun vio-
lence and all called for expanded background checks.  
Richard Blumenthal blamed congress for their failure 
to act, calling it “contemptible and unconscionable.”   
Congresswoman Kelly said, “No matter where we live, 
gun violence affects us all.  Gun violence is not an urban 
issue.  It’s an American  health epidemic.”  She added, 
“America can strike the right balance between practic-
ing the 2nd amendment and promoting public safety 
by keeping guns out of the wrong hands.  It’s time that 
Congress put saving American lives at the top of the 
national agenda by passing common sense gun legisla-
tion to make our country safer from gun violence.”

After the press conference, all of us went on our way 
to meet with our state representatives in Congress.  Jim 
and I, along with one NAA member, had the privilege 
of meeting with Rep. David Jolly.  He was most open 
to hearing our stories of how we had been touched by 
gun violence.  We shared with him an essay on guns by 
our eight year old grandson, Landon, who lost a family 
friend, Olivia Engel, in he Sandy Hook massacre.  He 
and Olivia were the same age.  This is something he 
will never forget, much like we remember exactly where 
we were when John Kennedy was assassinated.  But we 
really didn’t know him - Landon had a personal relation-
ship with Olivia.

While we were in the Halls of Congress, we were 
encouraged by the NAA to visit Sen. Harry Reid’s office 
and ask him to make certain that a vote come about in 
the Senate for the confirmation of Dr. Murthy as Surgeon 
General.  Jim and I were back at home when we saw this 
vote happening on C-Span, and we felt most gratified 
that we had been involved.   •

Gun Control news

Report from Citizens for Responsible Gun 
Laws:

This is a photo of Jim and Patty Guastello, who attended the 
Vigil at the Washington Cathedral in December.   It was spon-
sored by the Newtown Alliance and reminds us that our con-
cern for gun violence has national support.  Our group is a 
member of the Alliance and Patty and Jim Guastello represent-
ed our group at the vigil. •

We ARe ALL toUCHeD BY GUn VIoLenCe
nAtIonAL VIGIL to enD GUn VIoLenCe
DeCeMBeR 10 - 11, 2014

By Patty Gustello

In the early morning of  December �0, 20�4  Jim and I boarded 
the bus that was taking us to Washington, D.C.  We reacquainted 
ourselves with members of the Newton Action Alliance whom 
we had met on last year’s trip to Washington and we had also 
walked wit them in the Newton Labor Day parade this past 
September.  Jim and I were very disappointed that this December 
there as only one bus and it was not even full!  Last year there 
had been two buses and they had been filled to capacity.

In spite of our disappointment, it didn’t take us long to get 
caught up in the excitement that this year we were going to lobby 
in the halls of Congress.  Everyone had been given their assign-
ments and talking points.   A local representative from the Brady 
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, Tom Campbell, had set up 
meetings with legislators for everyone on the bus, as ell as all 
of the supporters who would be joining us from all over the 
country to participate in the National Vigil for Victims of Gun 
Violence.  We would be accompanied by an NAA member, but 
we, as constituents of the Florida congressmen, were encour-
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PC DeC  news
The Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club has filled one table for this event, but will be happy to 

take reservations for a second table.   Seats at our table are $40 each.  To purchase a seat, please give 
a check to Billy Walker, made out to the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club.
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The new national poll from the Progressive Change Institute is making big waves. Since 
many poll questions were from people like you whose ideas rose to the top of the Big Ideas 
Project, it was broader than most polling -- and exposed passion for progressive issues that 
is shocking Washington insiders. http://act.boldprogressives.org/survey/pci_bigideas_poll_results_
img/?source=e1-3mo&t=1&akid=25454.705728.lCqq3_  
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Ed. Note:  The LTE below appeared in 
the St. Petersburg Times section of the 
Tampa Bay Times  on Jan. 27.

Pinellas Officials Visit Cuba 

by Bob Glass

I applaud Commissioner Janet 
Long and others on their recent visit 
to Cuba. I believe more visits from 
elected officials and business leaders 
only goes to enhance the lives of the 
citizens of Cuba.

It was disappointing to learn Rep. 
David Jolly refused to accompany the 
group on the trip because he felt - it 
was inappropriate for a member of 
Congress to visit until Cubans enjoy 
greater freedoms. That’s akin to Lovie 
Smith telling the Bucs – I’m not going 
to coach until the team plays better. 
•  

Pay As You Go  

by Frank Prahl

War is both inevitable expensive.  
How much we get involved in any 
war is up to Congress.  If Congress 
votes to support war, it also has the 
obligation to raise taxes to support 
it.  Maybe a more equitable solution 
would be to raise taxes on the profits 
of investors supporting the military 
industrial complex,   rather than put-
ting the trillions of dollars tax burden 
on the credit card as was done during 
the Bush years.  If we already had a 
“pay as you go” tax policy, we would 
not have the huge federal debt we now 
have. Let’s not add even more to it in 
the name of “defense.”•

Another View on Pay As You 
Go 

by Lois Fries

It is not only wars that have 
increased the debt to �4 Trillion dol-
lars.  Medicare, Education, childcare 

Letters and Opinions

and other social programs have con-
tributed their share as well.  The debt 
should increase or decrease as the need 
does.  In 2009, if we had a pay as you go 
policy, we would be in worse condition 
than Europe.  Pumping money into the 
economy saved us, and much of it was 
borrowed. Our problem is that since the 
Reagan era, taxes on the rich and cor-
porations have decreased to the point 
that we do not have graduated income 
tax, but an “opposite” tax, meaning it’s 
opposite to graduated.  If we could pick 
and choose which items we want to be 
“pay as you go” then I would choose 
war as well.  But we do not. •

Net Neutrality 

by Chuck Bauer, a friend of member 
Linda Varonich 

Ed. Note:  This LTE was published in the 
Tampa Bay Times Feb. 5.

The current debate about net neu-
trality illustrates perfectly the role that 
government should assume, that being 
protecting the consumer from the 
transgressions of large corporations, 
be they telecommunication compa-
nies, medical providers, pharmaceuti-
cals, whatever. The usual suspects are, 
of course, opposed to any government 
regulations including net neutrality, 
their number one priority being pro-
tecting the large broadband providers’ 
right to slow your service, and charge 
you if you want to speed it up.

 It’s interesting to compare internet 
speeds and costs in the U.S. with the 
rest of the world. Downloading a high 
definition movie takes about 7 seconds 
in Hong Kong, Tokyo, Zurich or Paris, 
while taking �.4 minutes in U.S. cities 
with the fastest internet connections. 
The average cost in the non-U.S. cities 
is $30/month, while to get the highest 
speed in the U.S. could cost approxi-
mately. $300/mo. *

The internet service providers in 
the U.S. have shown little interest 
in upgrading their systems to cor-

rect this, rather they choose to simply 
raise rates and increase their profit-
ability, while giving the consumer 
nothing in return. Hopefully the new 
net neutrality rules will begin to turn 
this around. 

*NY Times, Oct. 30, 20�4 •

Some Comments About our 
Stance in the Middle East 

sent by Jackie van den Berg

“Are you confused about what’s 
going on in the Middle East? 
Let me explain.”

By Aubrey Bailey, Daily Mail, Sept. 5

We support the Iraqi government in 
the fight against the Islamic State. We 
don’t like IS but IS is supported by Saudi 
Arabia, whom we do like. We don’t like 
President Assad. We support the fight 
against him but not IS which is also 
fighting against him.

We don’t like Iran but Iran supports the 
Iraqi government against IS. So, some of 
our friends support our enemies and 
some of our enemies are our friends and 
some of our enemies are fighting against 
our other enemies whom we want to lose 
but we don’t want our enemies who are 
fighting our enemies to win. 

If the people we want to defeat are 
defeated, they might be replaced by peo-
ple we like even less. And all this was 
started by us invading a country to drive 
out terrorists who weren’t actually there 
until we went in to drive them out. 

Do you understand now?

•
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Dist. 70 rep. Darryl 
rouSon (D)  
 6501 25th Way South, Suite 
D  St. Petersburg, Florida 
33712  
 Darryl.Rouson@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(727) 906-3200 

STATE SENATE

DiSt. 19 Sen. arthenia 
Joyner  (D) 

508 W. Dr. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
Suite C Tampa, Florida 
33603   

Joyner.Arthenia.web@
flsenate.gov 

(813) 233-4277 

DiSt. 64 rep.  JaMeS 
Grant (r)    

12956 N. Dale Mabry 
Highway  Tampa, Florida 
33618             James.
Grant@myfloridahouse.
gov 

(813) 265-6280 

DiSt. 65 rep.   chriS 
SprowlS (r) 

Suite 100 
2364 Boy Scout Road 
Clearwater, FL 

33763-0901
Chris.Sprowls@myflori-

dahouse.gov 
(727) 793-2810 

DiSt. 66 rep.  larry 
ahern (r)    

5511 Park Street North, 
Suite 101  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33709  

Larry.Ahern@myflori-
dahouse.gov 

(727) 545-6421 

DiSt. 67 rep.  chril 
latvala (r)    

Suite 206 
2963 Gulf to Bay 

Boulevard 
Clearwater, FL 33759-4200    
Chris.Latvalar@myflorida-

house.gov 
(727) 724-5067

DiSt. 68 rep.  DwiGht 
DuDley (D) 

3647 4th Street North, Suite 
300  St. Petersburg, Florida 
33704 

Dwight.Dudley@myflorida-
house.gov 

(727) 552-2747 

DiSt. 69 rep.  kathleen 
peterS  (r) 

1700 66th Street North, Suite 
203  St. Petersburg, Florida 
33710 

Kathleen.Peters@myflori-
dahouse.gov 

(727) 341-7385 

DiSt. 20 Sen. Jack 
latvala (r)

 26133 U.S. Highway 19 
North, Suite 201  Clearwater, 
Florida 33763 

Latvala.Jack.web@
flsenate.gov  

(727) 556-6500 

DiSt. 22 Sen. Jeff  BranDeS 
(r)

 3637 4th Street North, 
Suite 101  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33704 

Brandes.Jeff.web@
flsenate.gov  

(727) 552-2573
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club members 
are an interested, involved, informed - and opinionated - bunch.  
And providing a forum for all that “good stuff” is an important 
function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages articles and let-
ters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every attempt to 
publish factual information, and who encourage the free exchange 
of information and opinions. It should include input from all of us.  
However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by contributors 
may not necessarily reflect those of the club. Please send submis-
sions to newsletter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be inter-
ested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is:    loisfries@
gmail.com   •

 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

ChaNge, yes we CaN

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


