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 The elections of 
20�4 offered lit-
tle good news for 
Democrats and pro-
gressives generally 
and raised deeply 
troubling issues 
about the roles of big 
money and shocking 
lies in our flawed 

political process. 

However, several bright spots did 
appear right here in Pinellas County.  
Our club-member candidates Pat 
Gerard, Samantha Fenger and Michael 
Smith won impressive victories.  In 
Pat’s case, she scored a victory in a hotly 
contested at-
large race for 
the Pinellas 
County 
Commission, 
giving the 
Democrats a 
majority (4-3) 
on that com-
mission for the 
first time in the 
past half-cen-
tury.  Michael 
won re-election 
to the Largo 
Commission in 
a landslide, and 
Samantha won her seat in Largo by a 
huge margin also.  Congratulations to 
Pat, Samantha and Michael for their 
well-deserved victories!  The other big 
Pinellas County victories for Democrats 
were Dwight Dudley’s re-election and 
Charlie Crist’s big win locally (despite 
Crist’s narrow loss statewide). 
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From the President’s Desk 
by Rich Piper

Even though many highly deserv-
ing Democratic candidates lost on 
November 4, I want to thank both 
the winners and the losers for having 
the courage and the energy to run for 
office and promote the public good.  I 
have participated in many campaigns 
and realize what it takes to sacrifice a 
normal life to run for public office.   I 
salute those who are willing to make 
that sacrifice.  •

Our next club meeting will feature 
renowned broadcaster and analyst 
Rob Lorei, who will be discussing 
what happened in the recent elec-
tions and sketching a future course 
of action for progressive activists. 

Rob is perhaps best known as 
the weekly host of Florida This 
Week on WEDU, which I (and 
probably most of you) watch faith-
fully every Friday night.  He is so 
articulate, clear-headed and insight-
ful that I consider him a model 
of what a journalist should be.  

Please mark your calendars for our 
next meeting, Monday, November 
�7, at 7:15 P.M. at the  Acropol 
Restaurant 1170 Starkey Rd., Largo

Pam Beyersdorf speak-
ing at our October 
meeting about Medi-
care Fraud
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Sen. Bill nelSon  (D)

(8�3) 225-7040 
or  (202)  224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco ruBio  (r)
 (8�3) 977-6450 

or  (202) 224-304� 
Email: http://rubio.sen-

ate.gov/contact_form.cfm 

rep. DaviD Jolly (r)

(727) 392-4�00  or (727) 
823-8900or  (202) 225-596�
Email: https://jolly.house.gov/contact/

email-me

rep. cathy caStor (D) 

(8�3) 87�-287� or 
(202) (225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.gov

rep. GuS BilirakiS (r)

(727) 232-292� or (202) 
225-5755 Email: www.
bilirakis.house.gov

Federal Congressional 
Delegation

Next Meeting, November 17
Will feature renowned broadcaster and analyst Rob Lorei, who will be dis-

cussing what happened in the recent elections and sketching a future course of 
action for progressive activists. Rob is perhaps best known as the weekly host of 
Florida This Week on WEDU, which I (and probably most of you) watch faith-
fully every Friday night.  He is so articulate, clear-headed and insightful that I 
consider him a model of what a journalist should be.   

Please mark your calendars for our meeting on Monday, November �7, 7:�5 
p.m., at the Acropol Restaurant, ��70 Starkey Road, Largo.  

Our Winners: Samantha Fenger 
and Michael Smith, Largo City Coun-
cil; and Pat Gerard, Pinellas County 
Commission.    

And let’s not forget Dwight Dudley.  He sur-
vived the Republican onslaught because he 
got up there and fought for something --- 
us!
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From Tampa Bay Progressive... 
...another slightly positive view of the election – limited though it is. 

“OK, sure, Tuesday could have gone better for Democrats, nation wide.

So we can either cry in our beer, or recognize that on several fronts we ROCKED IT in Pinellas:

Crist won the county big;

We did better than the rest of the state’s average on all of the state wide offices;

We passed Amendments � (conservation) and 2 (medical marijuana)

We put a very progressive mayor into power in Dunedin, and have 2 very progressive city commissioners 
in Largo.  (Including securing Michael Smith’s seat as he was being attacked for who he is by a whack job 
conservative group.)

Dwight Dudley will be going back to Tally to be Duke’s worst nightmare, and we beat Bill Young’s “heir” in 
the process.

And perhaps most importantly: Pat Gerard won county wide to give us a Dem majority on  County 
Commission for the first time in 50 years!” •

�.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Analysis of the Debacle 
by Susan Smith, President, Progressive Caucus

My take on what happened in the Florida election:

Flawed gubernatorial candidate. When polling shows the voters don’t know what you stand for, don’t nominate a 
candidate who has been a Republican, then an Independent, then a Democrat. 

Too much negativity. Rick Scott’s criminality was taken off the table when voters chose him in 20�0. We should 
have given voters a reason to vote for us, not just against Scott.

Priority of resources. If $500K of the money put into negative ads had been put into House races, we might have 
saved some of our up-and-coming Democrats.

Messaging. There wasn’t a consistent, populist message from Democrats. Again, WTH do we stand for???

Failure to address issues affecting minority communities. If President Obama had taken executive action on immi-
gration reform, we could have turned out more Hispanic voters. If the party had united behind efforts to address 
the agenda of the Dream Defenders (racial profiling, Stand Your Ground, schools-to-prison pipeline), African 
American turnout would have been higher. 

Infighting. Too many Democrats are willingly sabotaging the party because they haven’t gotten over the last chair’s 
race and the legislative leadership race. Representative Mark Pafford (disclaimer, I’m a big supporter) had to fend 
off a coup attempt during a critical election period.

Bad advice. Consultants, pollsters and party staff are too insulated from what’s happening on the ground.

Bad strategy. Off year elections are not presidential elections. Crist was not Obama.

The GOP re-ran the 20�0 election and so did we. We didn’t learn from our mistakes. •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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for Fall/Winter 2014

For a list of all events for October through December go to the Pinellas Democratic Calendar page at:

http://www.pinellasdemocrats.org/events/

Democratic events

NOTE -- the PC DEC Holiday Party 

will start at 6:00 P.M., not at 7:00.  

The Maderia Beach 48th annual 

Festival of Lights Boat Parade will 

be forming in the harbor outside 

the Legion Hall, starting at 5:30 so 

arrive early to socialize on the decks 

and view the boats. 

6:00 P.M.
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A Note to Supporters from Judithanne McLauchlan

“As the dust settles 
on the 20�4 election 
season, I wanted to 
write to you to express 
my profound grati-
tude for your support 
for my campaign for 
Senate District 22 here 
in Tampa Bay.

I jumped into 
this race because 
Tallahassee is a mess. 
On almost every issue, 
Tallahassee politicians, 
including my oppo-
nent, failed middle 
class families and con-

sumers in Tampa Bay and throughout Florida. 

I felt compelled to run against the only Senator to vote 
against the Medicaid expansion.  Accepting the $5� billion 
dollars from the federal government would have helped 
nearly � million Floridians – including 4�,000 veterans – 
have access to affordable health insurance, would have saved 
money, would have saved lives, and would have created tens 
of thousands of new jobs right here in Florida.

Outspent 7 to �, we were under a torrent of special interest 
money. My opponent and the RPOF spent more than $2.3 
million dollars to defeat us – including more than $600,000 
on a false attack ad that claimed I supported a state income 
tax. Even after PolitiFact rated that claim false, my opponent 
and the RPOF continued to lie about me – on TV, in the mail, 
and in push polling phone calls.

We were not afraid to challenge this multi-millionaire 
incumbent, who had the backing of the big special interests 
and corporations, because the issues facing Florida were and 
are too important.

With your help – along with the help of hundreds of oth-
ers – we ran a strong grassroots campaign which secured 
more than 2,400 donations, knocked on more than 22,000 
doors and made more than �5,000 phone calls.  We organized 
house parties all over the District – from the Gulf Beaches 
to Pinellas Park, and from St. Petersburg to Gulfport to 
South Tampa.  We attended neighborhood association meet-
ings, met with civic groups, and participated in every candi-
date forum we could.  Thanks to you, our GOTV operation 
exceeded all expectations:  we knocked on more than 3,000 
doors and made more than 5,000 phone calls on Election Day 
alone.

We were 
honored to 
receive the 
e n d o r s e -
ment of 
Democratic 
a n d 
Republican 
elected offi-
cials – along 
with the 
e n d o r s e -
m e n t s 
from EMILY’s List, Sierra Club, Florida AFL-CIO, Florida 
Education Association, Florida Professional Firefighters, 
Ruth’s List Florida, Stonewall Democrats, PowerPAC+, 
Equality Florida Action PAC, Florida Planned Parenthood 
PAC, Democracy for America, National Organization for 
Women, Florida Alliance for Retired Americans, Progressive 
Majority, and the Tampa Bay Times.

We fought hard. We ran a strong, positive campaign. 
Unfortunately, we came up short this election cycle. 

I am afraid that the losers in this election won’t be all of 
the Democratic incumbents and challengers who fell short 
of their vote goals but will be the great state of Florida and 
her people.

We must continue to fight for access to affordable health 
care, investments in our public schools, affordable college 
education and job training programs, an increase in the min-
imum wage, equal pay for equal work, and policies that hold 
utility companies and insurance companies accountable. 

When I called Senator Brandes on Election Night, after 
congratulating him, I implored him to repeal the nuclear cost 
recovery fee and to issue a refund to consumers. 

We must stay vigilant to be sure that things don’t revert to 
business as usual up in Tallahassee after this election.

I will continue to champion the values we share, and I hope 
that we can continue to work together to improve the quality 
of life here in Tampa Bay.

Although we did not have the outcome we hoped for, I want 
you to know that it was truly an honor and a privilege to work 
with you to champion the causes we believe in.  I thank you 
so very much for all you have done over the course of this 
campaign.” •
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Club news
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About the Holiday Party at Randolph Farms:
Randolph Farms is on the West side of Indian Rocks Rd. between Walsingham and West Bay.  The sign 
on Indian Rocks Rd. is big and hard to miss.  Just turn into the community and go straight back to the 
Clubhouse. 
 
Please do not park on the grass anywhere.  There are some parking places near the 
Clubhouse, by the tennis courts, and you can park along the road on one side, as 
long as it’s not on the grass and cars can get through.  Can’t wait.    •
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Dist. 70 
Rep. Darryl 
Rouson (D)  
 650� 25th Way South, Suite 
D  St. Petersburg, Florida 
337�2  
 Darryl.Rouson@myflori-
dahouse.gov 

(727) 906-3200 

STATE SENATE

DiSt. 19 Sen. arthenia 
Joyner  (D) 

508 W. Dr. MLK Jr. 
Blvd. Suite C Tampa, 
Florida 33603   

Joyner.Arthenia.web@
flsenate.gov 

(8�3) 233-4277 

DiSt. 64 rep.  JaMeS 
Grant (r)    

�2956 N. Dale Mabry 
Highway  Tampa, Florida 
336�8             James.
Grant@myfloridahouse.gov 

(8�3) 265-6280 

DiSt. 65 rep.   carl 
ZiMMerMann (D) 

��06 Pinehurst Road  
Dunedin, Florida 34698 

Carl.Zimmermann@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(727) 733-8267 

DiSt. 66 rep.  
larry ahern (r)    

55�� Park Street North, 
Suite �0�  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33709  

Larry.Ahern@myflori-
dahouse.gov 

(727) 545-642� 

Florida State   Delegation

DiSt. 67 rep.  eD 
hooper (r)    

Waters Edge Office 
Center, Suite 206  

2963 Gulf to Bay 
Boulevard, Clearwater, 
Florida 33759       

Ed.Hooper@myfloridahouse.gov 
(727) 724-3000 

DiSt. 68 rep.  DwiGht 
DuDley (D) 

3647 4th Street North, 
Suite 300  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33704 

Dwight.Dudley@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(727) 552-2747 

DiSt. 69 rep.  
kathleen peterS  (r) 

�700 66th Street North, 
Suite 203  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 337�0 

Kathleen.Peters@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(727) 34�-7385 

DiSt. 20 Sen. Jack 
latvala (r)

 26�33 U.S. Highway 
�9 North, Suite 20�  
Clearwater, Florida 33763 

Latvala.Jack.web@flsenate.gov  
(727) 556-6500 

DiSt. 22 Sen. Jeff  
BranDeS (r)

 3637 4th Street North, 
Suite �0�  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33704 

Brandes.Jeff.web@flsenate.gov  
(727) 552-2573



Page 9  Volume 6 Number �� November, 20�4

The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and 
national political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in 
finding the best candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most impor-
tant causes. We will write letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and what-
ever else it takes to bring change to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as 
important, we also want to make time to enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each 
other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?

input from all of us.  However, 
the opinions and viewpoints 
expressed by contributors may 
not necessarily reflect those of 
the club. Please send submis-
sions to newsletter editor, Lois 
Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this 
newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to 
add more folks to our newslet-
ter email list. (Please forward 
to anyone you know who may 
be interested in what we do 
and how to join.)  Her address 
is:    loisfries@gmail.com   •

 

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas 
Democratic Club members are an inter-
ested, involved, informed - and opinion-
ated - bunch.  And providing a forum 
for all that “good stuff” is an important 
function of our newsletter.  The Board 

encourages 
articles and let-
ters to the editor.  

This newslet-
ter is created 
by volunteers 
who make 
every attempt to 
publish factual 
information, and 
who encourage 
the free exchange 
of information 
and opinions. It 
should include 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

ChANgE, yES wE CAN


