
Page �   Volume 7 Number 8  August, 20�5

Contents

From the President’s Desk  1
Federal Delegation 2
Next Meeting, Aug 17  
PC DEC  News 3
Things To Do 3
Photos from June:
Club News 4
Issues 5
State &  County 
Gun Control News 9

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Lois Fries
Loisfries@gmail.com

LAYOUT EDITOR
Wanda Schwerer
admin@largodemocrats.com 

PHOTO EDITOR
Heidi Sanchez

Board of  directors
Mary Lou Ambrose, President
Lois Fries, Vice-President

Ginny Nelson Secretary
Bill Walker, Treasurer
Bob Glass
Charlotte Maas
Judy Sellers
Heidi Sanchez
Wanda Schwerer 

      Elizabeth Snedeker
Lodewijk van den Berg 

      Lorena Grizzle
Charlie Tucker

All of the officers were elected February, 
20�5.

Additional contact information is available 
on www.largodemocrats.com – click on 
Opinions and Letters 

From the President’s Desk 

by Mary Lou Ambrose

$8 Million and 
counting. How 
much more 
will taxpayers 
be required to 
pay for the ille-
gal activities of 
the Republican 
L e g i s l a t u r e ? 
The people of 

Florida did an amazing thing in 20�0 
– they agreed by a 63% majority on the 
Fair Districts Amendment. In a state 
which elects Governors by � or 2 per-
cent, 63% of voting Floridians told the 
Legislature that the Districts in place 
were drawn in a way that allowed the 
candidates to pick their voters not the 
other way around. They ordered the 
Legislature to fix it. The Legislators 
went to work, obscured transparency, 
and acted in direct opposition to the 
will of those who they were required 
to serve. So the Florida Supremes basi-
cally said, No. Redo it, and do what 
you were told to do by your constitu-
ents, design fair districts. (Not a direct 
quote but it covers the spirit of the deci-
sion.) They went into special session 
and botched the whole thing again, 
hiding the truth, depending on lobby-
ists to design the Maps, and design-
ing districts that protected Republican 
incumbents. Now they are ordered to 
do it all again, and to have it done 
in �00 days. Will they? What do you 
think? They are clearly over $�Million 
by now and still spending our tax-
payer money on their greed and dis-
honesty. All this from a Legislature 
which whines about any money spent 
on making life better for Floridians.

One thing we are fairly sure of is that 
District �3 will change.  One sign is 
that David Jolly has high-tailed it out 
of town to try an easier race. Clearly 
he does not think he can win in a fair 

district. A second sign is that Charlie 
Crist is back and interested enough in 
the race to buy a couple of houses to 
cover his bases. The only announced 
candidate in the race, Eric Lynn, 
has raised $400,000.00 but is being 
ignored by the media and the Florida 
Democratic Party, much like another 
good candidate for the same seat few 
years ago, Jessica Erlich. Nan Rich’s 
Campaign for Governor also comes 
to mind.

All the while in the world of 
Presidential politics, Republicans are 
getting crazier and Donald Trump is 
taking over both the Republican Party 
and Fox News. The long-anticipated 
“debate” consisted of a group of men 
(the one woman was at the JV debate) 
spouting standard lines from their 
stump speeches, generally blaming 
President Obama and Secretary of 
State Clinton for anything they didn’t 
like. They lied about Obamacare, 
ISIS, Israel, Planned Parenthood and 
Roe vs. Wade. All the while they 
whitewashed the Presidencies of G 

Our next club meeting

Please mark your calendars 
for our next meeting, Monday, 
August  17 at 7:15 P.M. at the  
Acropol Restaurant 1170 Starkey 
Rd., Largo.

Franco Ripple will discuss 
the redistricting map and what 
it means for Pinellas County 
and the state. 

Mr. Ripple is a Democratic 
media strategist and Vice Pres-
ident at CateComm, a state-
wide public relations. 

 Please bring a friend or two!

➢ Next page
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Federal 
Congressional 
Delegation

Next Meeting, Aug 17  Please join us to hear to hear 
Franco Ripple discuss the redistricting map and what it means 
for Pinellas County and the state.  Franco Ripple, on the .  The 
meeting will be at 7:15 P.M. At the Acropol Restaurant  1170 Starkey 
Rd., Largo

➢from previous page

W Bush and Ronald Reagan. Rand Paul and Chris Christy bickered about 
minutiae while Donald Trump blustered and insulted the debate moderators. 
Ted Cruz was hardly heard from.  Ben Carson came up with the idea of the 
evening: forget taxes, people should tithe to the government. You know we can 
trust Billionaires to share their wealth. In the end, Fox News played nice with 
Trump and a recent poll found Trump and Carson to be the debate winners. 
Can any of these characters actually get elected? That is a frightening thought. 
We have some adopted relatives in Denmark. They would surely take us in if 
we had to leave for our sanity.

We had planned to have Representative Dudley speak on Monday, August 
�7th but he is stuck in Tallahassee, hoping to bring some sanity to the redis-
tricting process. In his place we will have Franco Ripple, who is a media per-
sonality in the St Petersburg area and who served as the media director for 
the successful statewide Fair Districts Campaign. We hope you will join us 
starting at 7:�5 at the Acropol Restaurant at ��70 Starkey Road in Largo. Have 
your redistricting questions ready.  •
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PC DEC  News

Things
To
Do

MONDAY, August 17

LARGO/MID-PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

7:�5 -8:45 P.M.

Acropol Restaurant 
��70 Starkey Rd., Largo, 
FL United States

Greater Tarpon Springs 
Democratic Club 

7:00 - 9:00 PM 

Walton Community Center
400 Walton Ave
Tarpon Springs

TUESDAY, August 181

Pinellas County 
Democratic Party 
Hispanic Caucus

6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, 
St. Petersburg, FL 337�3

WEDNESDAY, August 20

DEMOCRATIC ENvIRON-
MENTAL CAUCUS (wEST 
CENTRAL CHAPTER)

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, St. Peters-
burg, FL 337�3  

THURSDAY, August  20
STONEwALL DEMOCRATS 
OF PINELLAS COUNTy

7:00  -- 8:30 PM

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, St. 
Petersburg, FL 337�3 l

Palm Harbor Democrats

7:00 - 8:30 PM

The Center of Palm Harbor
�500 �6th Street
Meeting Room B
Palm Harbor, FL 34683

THURSDAY, August  27

DEC – PiNEllas DEmo-
CratiC Party mEEtiNg

7;00 - 9:00 P.M.

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, 
�2600 Roosevelt Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg

HISPANIC CAUCUS 

6:00 - 7:00 PM

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, 
�2600 Roosevelt Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg

MONDAY, September 21

LARGO/MID-PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

7:�5 -8:45 P.M.

Acropol Restaurant 
��70 Starkey Rd., Largo, 
FL United States

Greater Tarpon Springs 
Democratic Club 

7:00 - 9:00 PM 

Walton Community Center
400 Walton Ave
Tarpon Springs

SATURDAY, August 29

DEMOCRATIC wOMEN’ S 
CLUBS OF UPPER PINELLAS 
- 75TH ANNIvERSARy 
CELEBRATION

��:30 - �:00 P.M.

The Royal Palms of Largo
2200 Lake Av NE
Largo, FL 
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     Club News

some photos from our June meeting:  

Members listening to Susan 
Glickman describe the history 
of the Power Company monop-
oly in Florida.

Susan Glickman Susan Glickman spoke on the Floridian’s 
for Solar Choice initiative.
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Join us on Monday, August �7 at 7:�5 to hear Franco 
Ripple discuss the redistricting 
map and what it means for Pi-
nellas County and the state. 

The weeks of August �0 
through August 2� will be a 
Special Session of the Florida 
Legislature to approve  a new 
congressional district map.

Last month the state Supreme 
Court ordered eight of the state’s 
27 districts to be redrawn, and 
gave a �00-day deadline for new 
lines.  The court invalidated 
the map, ruling that the redis-
tricting process after the 20�0 
census did not follow the state’s 
Fair Districts Amendment to the Constitution.

He possesses more than a decade of experience in govern-
ment, campaigns, and communications at the local, state, 
and presidential level.  He has served as media advisor to 
Governor Charlie Crist, as campaign manager to State Rep. 
Dwight Dudley and as a White House advance staffer to Vice 
President Joe Biden. Ripple also served as new media direc-
tor for Fair Districts Florida, the successful 20�0 statewide 
redistricting campaign. He provides political commentary 
on television in 50 million homes each week, and lives in St. 
Petersburg with his wife, Ashley and son, Evan.•

Gerrymander(ing) – Issue of the Year – so 
far.

This is a first for our Newsletter.  It is a dis-
cussion of Gerrymander(ing) from various 
points of view, so that we may all ask wonderful 
questions of our speaker on Monday evening.  
This is the issue that has kept our legislature in 
Republican hands by a 65/35 majority, despite 
the fact that we are a 50/50 state.  

Etymology -- The graphic illustrates the first 
“gerrymandered” district (mouth, claws, and 
wing added). 

Printed in March �8�2, this political cartoon 
was drawn in reaction to the newly drawn state 
senate election district of South Essex created 
by the Massachusetts legislature to favor the 
Democratic-Republican Party candidates of 
Governor Elbridge Gerry over the Federalists. 
The caricature satirizes the bizarre shape of a 
district in Essex County, Massachusetts, as a 

dragon-like “monster.” Federalist newspaper edi-
tors and others at the time likened the district 
shape to a salamander, and the word gerrymander 
was a blend of that word and Governor Gerry’s 
last name.

The word gerrymander (originally written Gerry-
mander) was used for the first time in the Boston 
Gazette on 26 March �8�2. The word was created 
in reaction to a redrawing of Massachusetts state 
senate election districts under Governor Elbridge 
Gerry (�744–�8�4).  In �8�2, Governor Gerry 
signed a bill that redistricted Massachusetts to 
benefit his Democratic-Republican Party. When 
mapped, one of the contorted districts in the 
Boston area was said to resemble the shape of a 
salamander.

The original gerrymander, and original �8�2 
gerrymander cartoon, depict the Essex South 
state senatorial district for the legislature of The 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Gerrymander is a combination of the gover-
nor’s last name and the word salamander. The 
redistricting was a notable success. Although in 
the �8�2 election both the Massachusetts House 
and governorship were won by Federalists by 
a comfortable margin and cost Gerry his job, 
the redistricted state senate remained firmly in 
Democratic-Republican hands.

The primary goals of gerrymandering are to 
maximize the effect of supporters’ votes and to 
minimize the effect of opponents’ votes. These 

can be accom-
plished through a 
number of ways:

➢ Next page

      ISSUES
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“Cracking” involves spreading voters of a particular 
type among many districts in order to deny them a suf-
ficiently large voting bloc in any particular district. An 
example would be to split the voters in an urban area 
among several districts wherein the majority of voters 
are suburban, on the presumption that the two groups 
would vote differently, and the suburban voters would 
be far more likely to get their way in the elections.  (Eg. 
Putting South St. Pete with Hillsborough)

“Packing” is to concentrate as many voters of one type 
into a single electoral district to reduce their influence in 
other districts. In some cases, this may be done to obtain 
representation for a community of common interest 
(such as to create a majority-minority district), rather 
than to dilute 
that interest 
over several 
districts to 
a point of 
inef fective-
ness (and, 
when minor-
ity groups 
are involved, to avoid possible racial discrimination). 
When the party controlling the districting process has 
a state-wide majority, packing is usually not necessary 
to attain partisan advantage; the minority 
party can generally be “cracked” every-
where. Packing is therefore more likely 
to be used for partisan advantage when 
the party controlling the districting pro-
cess has a state-wide minority, because by 
forfeiting a few districts packed with the 
opposition, cracking can be used in form-
ing the remaining districts.  (Eg. Putting 
more than enough minority voters into 
Corinne Brown’s district to assure her seat in any elec-
tion - 650,000  total voters, 350,000 African-Americans.   
Much of the redistricting conducted in the United States 
in the early �990s involved the intentional creation of 
additional “majority-minority” districts where racial 
minorities such as African Americans were packed into 
the majority. This “maximization policy” drew support 
by both the Republican Party (who had limited sup-
port among African Americans and could concentrate 
their power elsewhere) and by minority representatives 
elected as Democrats from these constituencies, who 
then had safe seats.)  Not a good alliance.

“Hijacking” redraws two districts in such a way as to 
force two incumbents of the same political party to 
run against each other in one district, ensuring that 
one of them will be eliminated, while usually leaving 
the other district to be won by someone from a differ-
ent political party.  (Eg. Deutsch vs Frankel in South 
Florida.)

•

•

•

“Kidnapping” aims to move areas where a certain 
elected official has significant support to another dis-
trict, making it more difficult to win future elections 
with a new electorate. This is often employed against 
politicians who represent multiple urban areas, in which 
larger cities will be removed from the district in order 
to make the district more rural.  (Eg. Gwen Graham in 
the Panhandle.) •

With this background, please enjoy the 
following letters from our President and 
other members of the Pinellas DEC, and 
other articles we have collected

Time to recast Fla. Maps, by Mary 
Lou Ambrose in TBT Aug. 12.

Back when the Legislators were mak-
ing their rounds in the State pretending 
to want input from their constituents 
about how they believed the redis-
tricted maps should be drawn, I was 
one of the many who testified that we 
wanted the maps drawn as required by 
the “Fair Districts Amendment,” not 
the ridiculously drawn, oddly shaped 

districts in place at the time. I will admit to being angry, 
accusing them of simply taking care of their Republican 
incumbents and ignoring their duties to those they claimed 

to represent.

I am still angry. 
The people of 
Florida have 
lost three years 
of fair districts 
and $8M in tax 
money while 
our Republican 

Legislators broke every rule in the book, using illegal tactics 
to completely ignore the will of a large majority of their con-
stituents, and to assure their own success at the ballot box. 
The Florida Supreme Court has now told them twice that 
the Districts they and their cohorts have drawn are illegal. 
In spite of all of that, Don Gaetz who Chaired the Senate 
Committee which purposely oversaw the illegal, under-
handed drawing of the Maps, had the absolute gall to tell the 
Times that, “Some people will not be satisfied until they win 
in the Courts what they cannot win at the ballot box.” No, 
Senator Gaetz, you know perfectly well who is responsible 
for this costly mess. You are, as are your cohorts in illegality:  
the Republicans in the Florida House and Senate who knew 
they could not win at the ballot box without cheating.

Ed. Note: Minor changes were made to the last sentence in the 
published letter.) •

•

➢ Next page

➢from previous page

The legislator are the ones who violated the Florida Constitution 
by failing to comply with the 2010 Fair Districts amendments 
approved by the voters.  They are the ones who did not meet 
the amendment requirements that the congressional districts be 
drawn without any intent to favor political parties or incumbents  

Tampa Bay Times Editorial August �2, 20�5

Sen.. Joe Negron, R-Stuart , compared [the court instruc-
tions ] to a police station where police record conversations 
with suspects.

Actually suspects as a description is too kind.  The Legislature 
already has been found by the Florida Supreme Court to have 
violated the state Constitution and the will of the votes.

Tampa Bay Times Editorial August �2, 20�5
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➢ Next page

Redistricting Advice by 
Doug Hicks, TBT Aug 13

Regarding the Fair Districts constitu-
tional amendments, you dared Florida 
legislators to play games again with 
redrawing congressional districts. If 
they do, then shoot the 
demand for an inde-
pendent redistricting 
commission over their 
bow.

On Redistricting 
some South 
Florida 
Democrats 
showing hypocrisy and for-
getting local interests; 
August 11, 2015 · by Kartik 
Krishnaiyer · in Florida 
Democrats, Redistricting 

Florida’s Democrats love to play the 
victim especially when it comes to the 
way districts are drawn in the state. 
Redistricting has provided a continues 
excuse for Democratic under perfor-
mance in elections from Congress to the 
State Legislature. In many ways, it is the 
gift that keeps on giving especially when 
so many Democratic activists in this 
state lack the historical or institutional 
knowledge to know any better.

But now that the Supreme Court has acted 
and the initial proposed Congressional 
maps from the State Legislature are 
not only largely fair, but likely give the 
Democrats an advantage (though no 
one will want 
to admit this 
should the 
final map 
r e s e m b l e 
the current 
p r o p o s e d 
one since 
the excuse 
for constant 
loses escapes 
if the map’s 
fairness is 
a c k n o w l -
edged) some 

activists are making different sorts of 
complaints.

My issue with the way Congressional 
districts have been drawn in Florida the 
last three decades is about how political 
the process has been. That includes the 

actions of many Democrats who have 
been interested in promoting/protect-
ing themselves as well as currying favors 
with Republicans through the years. In 
southeast Florida many Democrats are 
complain-
ing about 
the maps 
b e c a u s e 
two sitting 

Democratic members of 
Congress Ted Deutch and 
Lois Frankel have been 
drawn into the same seat. 
Remember incumbent 
protection should NOT be 
a criteria in the drawing of 
districts.

For those who are unaware 
of why many of the dis-
tricts in Southeast Florida 
run north-south, it was the 
bi-product of the desire 
of then Senate President 
Gwen Margolis to craft a 

seat for herself in �992. This took E. Clay 
Shaw’s seat which was wholly within 
Broward and represented by a former 
Mayor of Fort Lauderdale and drew 
it up and down a narrow coastal strip, 
making the district at the time much 
more likely to elect a Democrat. In �992, 
though Margolis lost but in 2000 Shaw 
won barely against Democratic State 
Rep. Elaine Bloom in a race that involved 
several hundred spoiled ballots. Seeing 
Shaw’s vulnerability in 2002 and now 
in control of the redistricting process, 
Republicans drew his seat further north 
taking in the most GOP-friendly areas 
of Northern Palm Beach County and 
drawing tentacles into Republican-lean-
ing areas of western Broward and Palm 
Beach while completely eliminating the 
heavily Democratic areas of Miami-Dade 
County, putting them in Peter Deutsch’s 
district.

In order 
to work 
a r o u n d 
t h i s 
c o a s t a l 
d i s t r ic t , 
and keep 
i n c u m -
bents in 
both par-
ties safe, 
s e v e r a l 
o d d -
s h a p e d 
d ist r ic t s 
were cre-
ated both 
in �992 

and 2002. 
The lines were straightened out some-
what in 20�2, but the reality of this is 
that even though Broward County has 
continued to grow population wise, it 
is the anchor on just two Congressional 
districts as opposed to 3 and a half in the 
�990’s. Protecting incumbents and tying 
to together areas for partisan and ethnic 
purposes have allowed Palm Beach and 
Miami-Dade a disproportionate amount 
influence in the Congressional delega-
tion relative to Broward. Despite having 

And they [the Legislature} would be wise to quit whin-
ing about the Florida Supreme Court and get comfort-
able redrawing districts in the sunshine rather than 
behind closed doors with secure help from their politi-
cal consultants. 

Tampa Bay Times Editorial August �2, 20�5
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close to half a million more people than 
Palm Beach County, Broward has one 
fewer resident member of Congress. 
This is unfortunate and quite frankly 
not really acceptable in any “fair dis-
tricts” scheme.

The proposed maps correct this issue 
by making the district currently rep-
resented by either Deutch or Frankel 
depending on your perspective based 
in Broward. That’s a good thing for the 
county. But many Democrats includ-
ing several in Broward itself have over 
the last few days show more an incli-
nation to value relationships with sit-
ting members of Congress 
and incumbent protection 
over correcting this ineq-
uity. This is unfortunate 
and alarming. Partisan and 
incumbent protection con-
cerns should NOT override 
fundamental fairness.

On another redistrict-
ing note, we’ve noticed 
the proposed maps might 
give Senate President 
Andy Gardiner a shot to 
run in the redrawn CD-7 
currently represented by 
Congressman John Mica. 
CD-7 in the proposed map 
dips deeper into Orange County than 
it quite frankly needs to and while that 
helps to make the proposed seat more 
Democratic it also essentially gives 
Gardiner an opportunity to run in the 
district should he choose in the future.

Back to main topic of this article 
– South Florida Democrats, particu-
larly those in Broward County should 
not play the same political games as 
the Republicans they at least for pub-
lic consumption, oppose. The proposed 
districts give Broward County an 
opportunity to once again have a third 
resident member of Congress as it did 
from �992 to 2006 and that makes the 
map worth defending.•

The GOP and Central 
Florida: Mapping out 
a Decade of Partisan 
Gerrymandering;  August 9, 
2014 · by Kartik Krishnaiyer 

➢from previous page
Al Gore’s 2000 victory in Orange 
County, the first in the county by a 
Democratic Presidential candidate 
since �944 sent shockwaves through 
the consulting class of Florida’s GOP. 
Having just captured complete con-
trol of state government in �998, 
Central Florida was thought of as a 
reliable Republican area, the top of the 
“Republican Horseshoe” that had deliv-
ered the Legislature to the GOP, the 
Governorship to Jeb Bush and previ-
ous Presidential and statewide races to 
the party as well. But things were radi-
cally changing – Hispanic voters were 
beginning to populate the I-4 corridor 
and low-wage workers tied to the hos-

pitality and amusement park industries 
were being organized effectively for the 
first time. After having carried Orange 
County in �3 consecutive Presidential 
elections, the GOP has now lost four 
straight and in both 2008 and 20�2 lost 
by margins similar to the three met-
ropolitan Southeast Florida counties. 
With control of reapportionment in 
Florida for the first time in history, the 
Republicans entered 2002 determined 
to gerrymander districts in Central 
Florida.

First came the Congressional map 
with appendage on then CD-8 (now 
CD-�0) that took a district Republican 
Congressman Ric Keller had barely 
carried in 2000 into Lake and Marion 
counties for the first time. Never before 
had parts of Ocala been represented by 
an Orlando based Congressman. But 
now they were. House Speaker Tom 
Feeney wanted a district and sitting 
Congressman John Mica had to be pro-

tected. So came two more ugly districts 
that went north-south and tied Central 
Florida with far flung places and little in 
the way of common interests.

Then came the State Senate map where 
all the Democrats in the area were effec-
tively packed into a single district which 
was conveniently more or less �/3 African-
American �/3 Hispanic and �/3 white. In 
the State House, the Democrats in the area 
were packed into two seats, the 36th and 
49th, leaving Democrats largely helpless 
in the rest of the region.

That reapportionment process, I pre-
sented a map to the Senate Redistricting 

Committee with specific non-par-
tisan remedies in Central Florida. 
Unfortunately, the Democrats from 
outside the region didn’t seem inter-
ested in fighting the GOP and a 
remarkable number of Democrats 
in both chambers voted for the 
final reapportionment plan, which 
was the most partisan map ever 
conceived in this state. I got public 
support from Senator Buddy Dyer, 
but otherwise was ignored by most 
Democrats. The hope among many 
was that the courts would act and 
throw out the districts, but they did 
not. Some Democrats felt the worse 
the map, the better the opportu-
nity to win a court case. This was a 

flawed strategy that saw the Republicans  
draw a map that at the apex of GOP power 
claimed 84 State House seats and 28 State 
Senate seats.

When 20�2 rolled around, the Republicans 
in the House abiding by the Fair Districts 
Amendment drew many accessible dis-
tricts for Democrats in the region. The 
20�2 election, saw local Democrats take 
full advantage of the new map and flip 
four seats locally, compared with a net 
of two pickups for the Democrats in the 
rest of the state. But the State Senate 
and Congressional maps continued to 
be drawn along partisan lines and using 
a principle of incumbent protection. For 
the first time in memory Polk County was 
denied a second resident Senator thanks to 
the need by the GOP to keep both Senator 
Andy Gardiner and David Simmons 
seated. At the Congressional level, the 

Tampa Bay Times, Tampa Bay & Florida News - 
August 13, 2015

By the end of the third day of the 12-day special session on 
redistricting, at least eight state legislators were working on 
alternative redistricting plan that, in some cases, would sig-
nificantly change an initial base map that lawmakers started 
debating on Monday....
Proposed amendments to the Legislature’s base map make 

clear where the primary battle fronts will be over the course of 
the next two weeks.  Hillsborough, Sarasota, Palm Beach and 
Leon counties were all key topics on Wednesday as legislators 
raced to prepare new maps in time to be considered during 
the day long committee hearings planned [for Thursday and 
Friday] 

➢ Next page
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State &  County RepReSentativeS

For the most up-to-date information on your 
Federal, State, and County representatives  
including all contact information, Go to :

http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Docu-

ments/files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

former 8th, now renumbered the �0th contin-
ued to be a clear partisan gerrymander. The 
new 7th which took in the homes of two sitting 
Congresspeople was a seat that still favored 
Republicans but demographic trends could 
overtake the GOP by the end of the decade.

Following Judge Lewis’ decision to force the 
Legislature to redraw unconstitutional districts 
the arrogant and partisan nature of Republican 
Legislative leadership took hold again produc-
ing a map that essentially continues the parti-
san gerrymander of Central Florida districts 
in Congress.

Republicans have found a way to suspend real-
ity in Central Florida for over a decade now. 
Using the reapportionment process and the 
complicity of many Democratic legislators 
from outside the region the GOP has main-
tained seats for their officeholders whose polit-
ical and ideological views no longer represent 
anything close to the prevailing opinions in 
the region. But in time this cannot last, and 
even the gerrymandering of seats at all levels 
in Central Florida will not be enough to save 
many Republican officeholders. •

gun Control News
From Citizens for Responsible Gun Laws

by Rodney and Elizabeth Snedeker

Some say “Why bother with trying to get the King-Thompson Bill (HB 
�2�7) passed. (A bill to close loop-holes in the Background Checks)  The 
NRA is only going to make it impossible to have the loop-holes closed.”  
Those “Some” are wrong.  Eighteen states this year have faced down the 
NRA and had their own background check laws improved.   Dare I say 
which state isn’t among them?    This year alone  supporters of sensible 
gun laws have defeated 60 NRA supported bills in legislatures across 
the country.

Florida did fail to pass laws permitting guns in schools and on 
campuses.

My experience with the Moms Demand Action Conference in 
Minneapolis July 30 to August 2 was an eye opener to just how much is 
being done to alleviate gun violence throughout our country.  One-hun-
dred and fifty people attended the 20�4 conference in Colorado.  This year 
there were two-hundred and fifty attending the leadership conference 

in Minneapolis.  
Shannon Watts  
founded Moms 
Demand Action 
for Gun Sense in 
America two years 
ago.  It is now part 
of the Everytown 
For Gun Safety 
Initiative and 
in  just two years 
Moms Demand 
Action has grown 
to over 2.4 mil-
lion members. 
Shannon joined 
Sen. Chuck 
Schumer, Richard 

B l u m e n t h a l , 
Richard Martinez and other survivors of gun violence from Charleston, 
Aurora, and Georgia at a press conference on Capitol Hill recently to 
demand Congress take a vote on life-saving background check legis-

lation to keep guns out of the dangerous 
hands.  If you want more factual informa-
tion about what’s happening across our 
nation, google www.everytown.org and 
click on “learn”.  •

 •

➢from previous page
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Environmental News Environmental News

Last month’s speaker, Susan 
Glickman, Who gave us a real-
istic evaluation of the energy 
use/misuse in the state of 
Florida, including tactics of 
Duke Power, Florida Power 
and Light, and TECO.  Thanks 
Susan for the inside look.  

 Our “gerrymandered” leg-
islature doesn’t seem to get 
the more than 75% wish of the 
people it “represents” to save 
the environment, including the 
Florida Panther, and their cousins, the Black Bears.

Thanks to our in-house cartoonist, Lorena Grizzle, for this 
perspective on sharing the planet with other living creatures, 

and another evil of guns.  What happened to our overwhelming 
approval of Amendment �?  •

Following is a letter from Linda 
Varonich to Clearwater Mayor 
Cretikos.  Thanks for working for the 
Environment, Linda

Good morning Mayor Cretekos,

Thanks for submitting that very good piece I read in 
the July “MY COMMUNITY” monthly paper I picked 
up in Palm Harbor last week.  From your Local Officials 
is a very eye-catching feature.  Good and short for the 
“I am in a big hurry, tell me quick what I should know” 
reader.  In my work record, I was called a Water Quality 
Specialist for the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources.  My long term commitment has revolved 
around protecting resources and preventing contami-
nation.  That job, or calling, definitely has not become 
obsolete with the passage of time.  Rather, as the planet 
heats up, it has intensified.

Secondly, I also want to bring your attention to results 
of the July �5 Clearwater Environmental Advisory 
Board quarterly meeting.  We discussed the solar panel 
initiative that Floridians for Solar Choice has created: 
the statewide constitutional amendment for voters to 
consider in 20�6. I urged those present to support the 
petition drive to enable the issue to be placed on the 
ballot.  I had read with concern in mid-July a Tampa 
Bay Times piece that the City of Clearwater did not 
reject the action of the Florida League of Cities when 
it filed a brief IN OPPOSITION TO the petition. We 
on the EAB voted to support the petition and what it 
represents to further Clean Energy technology.  

I am working also to prevent the practice known 
as “fracking” to enter Florida, though inroads have 
already been documented.  GROUNDSWELL RISING 
was an excellent expose film showing what happened in 
Pennsylvania with fracking. An entire rural community 
has to haul in water with no end in sight.  I previewed it 
in Tampa several months ago sponsored by “Food and 
Water Watch,”  a national group. [www.foodandwater-
watch.org]  The EAB voted to urge the City Council to, 
as Bonita Springs did, pass an ordinance prohibiting 
the extraction by intrusion of clandestine chemicals 
with the goal of releasing natural gas.

Working with EAB Liaison Ed Chesney, P.E. I hope to 
prepare the necessary packet(s) for the City Manager’s 
purview on these two vital issues for consideration at a 
council meeting. 

My mantra  Think Globally, Act Locally correlates 
with your closure in the R.O. article, too, “water, water, 
everywhere but nary a drop to drink.” •
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Letters and OpinionsLetters and Opinions
Other challenges to Democracy by 
Martin Gilens & Benjamin I. Page, sub-
mitted By Bob Glass (article edited) 

A new political science study that’s gone viral finds 
that majority-rule democracy exists only in theory 
in the United States -- not so much in practice. The 
government caters to the affluent few and organized 
interest groups, the researchers find, while the aver-
age citizen’s influence on policy is “near zero.”

“The preferences of economic elites “have far more 
independent impact upon policy change than the 
preferences of average citizens do.”.

Ordinary citizens have virtually no influence over 
what their government does in the United States. And 
economic elites and interest groups, especially those 
representing business, have a substantial degree of 
influence. Government policy-making over the last 
few decades reflects the preferences of those groups 
-- of economic elites and of organized interest. One 
central factor is the role of money in our political 
system, and the overwhelming role that affluent indi-
viduals and organized interests play, in campaign 
finance and in lobbying. And the second thing is the 
lack of mass organizations that represent and facili-
tate the voice of ordinary citizens. Part of that would 
be the decline of unions in the country which has 
been quite dramatic over the last 30 or 40 years. And 
part of it is the lack of a socialist or a worker’s party.

The middle class has not done well over the last 
three and a half decades, and certainly has not done 
well during the Great Recession. The political system 
responded to the crisis in a way that led to a pretty 
nice recovery for economic elites and corporations.

Dennis Kucinich, the former congressman, said 
years ago during the recession, “The class war is over 
and the working class lost.”  Was he right?

•

How to Get your Point ACross
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club members 
are an interested, involved, informed - and opinionated - bunch.  
And providing a forum for all that “good stuff” is an important 
function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages articles and let-
ters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every attempt to 
publish factual information, and who encourage the free exchange 
of information and opinions. It should include input from all of us.  
However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by contributors 
may not necessarily reflect those of the club. Please send submis-
sions to newsletter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be inter-
ested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is:    loisfries@
gmail.com   •

 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

changE, yEs wE can

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


