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From the President’s Desk 
by Rich Piper

Happy New Year!  
President Obama has 
in the last two months 
shown renewed signs 
of the leadership tal-
ents and vision that 
inspired most of us to 
support him in the first 
place.  His initiatives on 
tackling global climate 

change, immigration reform and realistic 
relations with Cuba have given me some 
hope that he may be able to help us make 
real progress over the next year even in 
the face of a Congress that is likely to be 
even more retrograde than the last one.  
Meanwhile, of course, the presidential 
and other races for 20�6 are already get-
ting under way.  Let’s hope that 20�5 will 
see a renewal of the Democratic Party and 
the progressive cause.  I trust that we shall 
all work faithfully toward that goal.

My own biggest news is that Theresa 
and I shall be moving back to Tampa 
soon, in order to be closer to our fam-
ily there.  Though this impending move 
means that I shall be stepping down 
as President of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas 
Democratic Club when my current term 
ends in March, I intend to maintain the 
wonderful friendships and the political 
ties that I enjoy here in the Mid-Pinellas 
area and throughout Pinellas County.  I 
also feel confident that our club will con-
tinue to prosper and grow under strong 
leadership.  We have accomplished a great 
deal since we first came together as a club 
early in 2009 after our work as a campaign 
team in 2008.  But there remains much to 
be accomplished.   •

Our next club meeting

Please mark your calendars 
for our next meeting, Monday, 
February 19 at 7:15 P.M. at the  
Acropol Restaurant 1170 Starkey 
Rd., Largo.

Our newest Democratic County 
Commissioner, Pat Gerard, will 
be our speaker in February. 

We will accept nominations 
for our biennial officer elections.  
Please attend.

Our speaker in January was Pinellas 
Suncoast Fire & Rescue District Fire 
Chief Salvatore D’Angelo III.  Mr.  
D’Angelo, who became Chief in 
October, gave us an overview of his 
background, including growing up 
in the Miami area, working as a fire 

fighter in Cape Coral, then as Deputy 
Chief at the North Naples Fire Control 
and Rescue.    He is working on his PhD 
in Public Administration from Florida 
Atlantic University. 

Chief D’Angelo spoke of the chal-
lenges of  the Pinellas Suncoast district, 
which includes the communities of 
Belleair Beach, Belleair Shore, Indian 
Rocks Beach, Indian Shores and the 
Oakhurst area.    Pinellas is the most 
densely populated county in the state, 
and the district includes beach and 

➢ Next page
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Sen. Bill nelSon  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco ruBio  (r)
 (813) 977-6450 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

rep. DaviD Jolly (r)

(727) 392-4100  or (727) 823-
8900or  (202) 225-5961
Email: https://jolly.house.gov/contact/

email-me

rep. cathy caStor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov

rep. GuS BilirakiS (r)

(727) 232-2921 or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.
house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 

Next Meeting, February 19
Come hear our newest Democratic County Commissioner Pat Gerard 

give us an update on what is happening on the Commission.   We  
also will be accepting nominations for our biennial officer elections 
(election will be held in March)  The meeting will be at 7:15 P.M. 
At the Acropol Restaurant  1170 Starkey Rd., Largo

In January, the nominating Committee, chaired by Belleair Bluffs Commissioner, 
Joe Barkley, presenting the slate of candidates for the Largo/Mid-Pinellas club 
elections to be held at the March, 20�5 meeting.  The slate is:

President:  Mary Lou Ambrose
Vice-President:   Lois Fries
Secretary:    Ginny Nelson
Treasurer:    Billy Walker
Director seats:
 Charlotte Mass
 Bob Glass
 Elizabeth Snedeker
 Heidi Sanchez
 Wanda Schwerer
 Lodewijk van den Berg  
 Lorena Grizzle
 Charlie Tucker

We will accept additional nominations for each office from the floor at the 
February meeting.  

The board wishes to extend a most grateful THANKS to Rich for his leadership 
in the founding and growth of our club, and wish him and Theresa all the best in 
their move back to Tampa.  We know our loss will be Hillsborough’s gain. •

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

water communities.  He pointed out that the majority of calls are for medical 
rescue, rather than fire suppression. 

Chief D’Angelo addressed the budgeting challenges presented by the demo-
graphic of this district, many of whom are on Medicare and Medicaid, and the 
changing rules of reimbursement of these programs make long-term planning 
and budgeting difficult. 

The Chief also took many questions from the floor, including some relating to 
the questions of our EMS contracts and seemingly redundant services between 
the third party transporters and the Firefighters who are also trained paramed-
ics.  Chief D’Angelo deferred those questions to the County, which controls the 
contract decisions, since he has not had an opportunity to come up to speed 
fully on this matter.

Welcome to the neighborhood, Chief D’Angelo.   •

➢from previous page
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Gun Control News
  by Elizabeth Snedeker

Following is a statement that 
Diane Guthrie made to the 
Florida Legislative Delegation 
meeting on December 10. 

“My name is Diane Guthrie and I am 
a member of a grass roots organization 
‘Citizens for Responsible Gun Laws.’

I lived in a small town Narberth, PA 
for the first �9 years of my life.  Narberth 
is a suburb of Philadelphia. I was able 
to walk the streets at night, go to  the 
only movie theatre in town, go to school 
without worrying about gun violence. -
- Safety was never an issue.  We didn’t 
even have a front door key.  However, 
things have changed dramatically since 
the 50’s.  Our children are no longer safe 
in schools, movie theatres.  Women and 
children are targets of gun violence in 
their own homes.  I’m not going to give 
you a list of statistics.  I am here to ask 
you to enforce a law already on the books 
in Florida.   Background checks are 
required at gun shows in seven counties, 
one of which is Pinellas County.  The 
problem is that this law is not enforced.  
Our Pinellas County Sheriff has tried to 
up hold this law. -- Hillsborough County 
sheriff. -- not so much.   I am asking you 
to begin to enforce this law, and I would 
like it to be enhanced.  The NRA is wrong, 
background checks can save lives. I also 
wish that you will listen to me the way 
you would an NRA member.   One more 
thing. --’What goes on in Tallahassee, 
will no longer stay in Tallahassee’.  We 
will keep knocking on your doors, visit-
ing your offices, maybe we’ll bring others 
so we can have a conversation, work as 
a team, although I know that word isn’t 
popular in politics.  We could become an 
example for the rest of Florida.  I will see 
you again, and again and again.”

Ed. Note: Elizabeth Snedeker, chair of 
the responsible gun laws committee of 
our club, has asked  that you contact your 
state legislators to voice opposition to the 
new campus gun bill that would allow 
concealed weapons at colleges.  This bill 
(HB 4005) is discussed in the headline 
article in Friday’s Tampa Bay Times local 
section. It was approved yesterday in the 
House Criminal Justice Subcommittee on 

Gun Control news

Report from Citizens for 
Responsible Gun Laws:

Some Statistics

From 2002-20��  2�,2�3 people were 
killed  \with guns in Florida.  That 
is three times the number of sol-
diers killed in Iraq and Afghanistan 
combined.

In 20�3 there were �70 domestic-vio-
lence related murders in Florida

From 2002-20�� �,370 women were 
shot and killed in Florida.

In March 20�3 a Poll conducted  by 
Quinnipiac University  concluded 
that 9�% of Floridian voters favor 
background checks, including 87% 
Republicans and 88% of gun-owning 
households.

Whom do our legislators represent?   -- 
from report by Law Center to Prevent Gun 
Violence

Vigils

On December �4th Citizens for 
Responsible Gun Laws held its annual vigil 
remembering those who lost their lives at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School,  Newtown, 
and all those in the 88 school shootings 
since then.   Vice-Mayor of Belleair, Joe 
Barkley, gave an excellent speech outlin-
ing what steps need to follow.

The Newtown Action Alliance held 
its vigil at the National Cathedral in 
Washington DC.  Persons attending the 
vigil delivered Coalition Letters urging 
Congressional  leaders to support uni-
versal background checks.  These letters 
were signed by �74 organizations across 
the country (including our Citizens for 
Responsible Gun Laws-Pinellas County.)  

There were over 200 vigils across the 
country.

Our next meeting will be on January 28 
at the home of Elizabeth and Rod Snedeker, 
��479 Oakhurst Rd. Largo.

•

•

•

•

a party-line vote, with all Republicans 
favoring it and all Democrats opposed.  

If you wish to discuss this bill further 
with Elizabeth, her phone number is 
596-78�3. •

http://action.americansforresponsi-
blesolutions.org/2015-priorities
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environmental  news

Broad Coalition Launches 
Floridians for Solar Choice 
Ballot Effort         

Conservative, Business and 
Energy-policy Groups Join 
Together to Give Floridians a Voice 
and a Choice on Solar Power

(Ed Note: Why is the free market so wonder-
ful, except when it hurts your representatives’ 
biggest contributors?)

 Tallahassee, Fla. (January 14, 2015) - 
Seeing the need to support free market 
principles and advance energy innova-
tion in the state of Florida, Conservatives 
for Energy Freedom, Florida Retail 
Federation, Florida Solar Energy 
Industries Association, Florida Alliance 
for Renewable Energy, and the Southern 
Alliance for Clean Energy have come 
together to support efforts to grow the 
solar market in Florida.

 These diverse groups all agree that free 
market principles are necessary to foster 
solar energy’s use and growth in Florida. 
Floridians for Solar Choice was formed 
to gather the hundreds of thousands of 
signatures that are needed to place this 
initiative on the 2016 ballot and allow 
voters to decide whether businesses and 
property owners can have the freedom to 
generate solar energy and sell it directly 
to others. 

Florida is one of only five states where 
current laws expressly deny citizens 
and businesses the freedom to buy solar 
power electricity directly from someone 
other than a monopoly electric utility, or 
government-owned electric utility. 

 The campaign -- part of a fast-grow-
ing movement supported by conserva-
tive leaders and organizations, business 
groups, industry associations, energy-pol-
icy advocates, and conservation organiza-
tions -- promises to be an unprecedented 
effort to bring awareness about the ben-
efits of solar power and the importance of 
free market energy policies to Floridians 
across the state.

 “This ballot initiative is about the 
right to be left alone to make free-
market choices - not let some govern-
ment-underwritten monopoly tell us 
how we can get our electricity,” said 
Tory Perfetti, chairman of the newly 
formed political action commit-
tee Floridians for Solar Choice and 
Florida Director of Conservatives 
for Energy Freedom. “It will not 
raise taxes, it will not mandate the 
use of solar power, and it won’t 
subsidize alternative energies in 
any way. It will open up the Florida 
energy market to other options and 
provide consumers and businesses 
the freedom of choice. By letting in 
the free market, this initiative will 
benefit the state, its people and the 
environment by allowing choice in 
how we power our future.” 

 “A free market that includes all 
energy sources is the best way to 
power Florida,” said Debbie Dooley, 
Tea Party leader and founder of 
Conservatives for Energy Freedom. 
“This ballot measure is an oppor-
tunity for Floridians to make their 
voices heard. We need to stop the 
unelected bureaucrats and gov-
ernment-created monopolies that 
threaten our ability to choose how we 
power our homes and businesses.”

 “Stores like Wal-Mart and Publix 
ought to be able to take advantage 
of their rooftop space and work with 
third party operators to construct 
solar power arrays,” said Randy 
Miller, Executive Vice President 
of Governmental Affairs with the 
Florida Retail Federation. “Locking 
in competitive energy prices will 
help keep costs for groceries and 
other goods from escalating while 
creating local jobs. The Florida 
Retail Federation stands in support 
of solar choice and competition.”

 “The solar industry is ready 
and able to answer the call. The 
utilities have blocked solar prog-
ress long enough,” said Mike 

Antheil, Executive Director of the 
Florida Solar Energy Industries 
Association (FlaSEIA). “The pri-
vate market is ready to invest in 
solar and shift investment risk 
away from taxpayers and ratepay-
ers. We don’t need handouts, we 
just need a chance to compete.”

 “Florida gets the most solar radi-
ant energy east of the Mississippi. 
Allowing third party sales of elec-
tricity will allow for the widespread 
use of solar power in the state -
- employing tens of thousands of 
people and ensuring that utilities 
don’t have to build costly, new 
power plants,” said Scott McIntyre, 
President of the Florida Alliance 
for Renewable Energy and CEO 
of Solar Energy Management. “It 
is time to bring Florida out of the 
solar dark ages.”

 “WTEC, with regional head-
quarters in Tampa and a factory 
in Pensacola, builds solar farms 
all over the country-but not in 
Florida-due to the state’s anti-
free-market policies. Floridians 
are denied the lower cost energy 
they deserve and the jobs that go 
along with it,” said Chris Delp, 
Corporate Counsel for WTEC. 
“The Sunshine State should be 
leading the country in renewable 
energy jobs, but while Florida’s 
big utilities advance renewable 
energy in other states, they tell 
Floridians that it’s a bad idea here. 
This ballot initiative will go a long 
way to open up solar energy here 
in Florida.”

 “We believe the regulatory and 
political system in Florida is bro-
ken due to the undue financial 
influence of the monopoly utili-
ties,” said Dr. Stephen A. Smith, 
Executive Director of the Southern 
Alliance for Clean Energy. “It is 
crystal clear that people in Florida 
want solar power choice. A ballot 

➢ Next page
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Event Announcements

initiative is not necessarily the ideal way to establish energy policy, but due to the corrupting influence of 
monopoly utilities, we must exercise this option in order to give Florida citizens a voice and a choice in energy 
policy.”

 Floridians for Solar Choice is a 501(c)(4) organization working across the state of Florida to elevate awareness 
of the 2016 ballot initiative. The public is encouraged to visit the campaign’s website www.flsolarchoice.org 
and social media outlets, including Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram for more information. Registered voters 
in Florida are urged to sign the petition here. People interested in volunteering for the campaign can contact the 
coalition here or email coordinators via volunteers@flsolarchoice.org.  •

from Linda Varonich

The U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) and Tampa Bay 
Regional Planning Council (TBRPC) 
are hosting a Tampa Bay Region 
Infrastructure Resiliency to Climate 
Hazards Seminar on February 6, 
2015, to be followed by a Regional 
Tabletop Exercise on March 16, 2015. 
Because of your leadership role in 
the community, your knowledge and 
expertise, you have been identified 
as a valuable asset and are invited to 
participate in this pilot program. 

 The Seminar and Tabletop Exercise 
are designed to bring together 
Federal, state, local, and private 
sector stakeholders from the Tampa 
Bay Region to discuss critical infra-
structure resiliency to climate haz-
ards and threats. Participants will be 
presented with climate hazard data 
specific for the Tampa Bay area, to 
include sea-level rise projections, as 
well as other climate-related hazards 
assessed. Leveraging this informa-
tion, participants will be asked to 
discuss the data with emphasis on 
identifying threats and vulnerabili-
ties to critical infrastructure both 
public and private, as well as adap-
tation actions. Lessons learned from 
the seminar will be utilized by Tampa 
Bay area stakeholders to develop 
strategies, build planning processes, 
and coordinate stakeholder planning 
efforts related to climate prepared-
ness and infrastructure resilience. 

The Seminar will take place 
February 6, 2015 from 8:30 AM 
to Noon at the St. Pete College 
EpiCenter located at 13805 58th 
Street North, Clearwater, Florida 
(Directions and map: http://
www.spcollege.edu/epicen-
ter/location.htm). 

 Please R.S.V.P. for the Seminar 
by registering online or by sending 
your name and the name of your 
organization to Mr.. Charles Isetts 
at cisetts@absconsulting.com 
no later than January 30, 2015.  If 
there are others on your team or 
in your community you feel would 
be valuable in this effort, please 
forward this invitation to them. 

((Note from Linda Varonich)  I 
request we promote the attached 
workshop to our members.  It’s a 
continuing deal from the time C L 
Townsend came and spoke to our 
Club several months back (August 
maybe) concerning Climate 
Change and what we can do.  This 
is from a faith based consortium 
of State wide people who want to 
hit up the current legislature from 
a new perspective of their heart 
(jury is out on whether they needed 
one to get elected, but...) and it is 
a 2 day event in Orlando, March 
6-7 at the First United Methodist 
Church.  A more refined program 
and flyer are in the works, but 
wanted to make folks aware of it 
coming soon.)

event  Announcements

WHAT:   20�5 Florida Interfaith Climate 
Conference:  Bridging Spirituality, 
Healing and Action

WHEN:   March 6-7, 20�5

WHERE:  
First United Methodist 

Church of Orlando
 �42 East Jackson Street

Orlando, FL 3280�
407-849-6080

www.firstchurchorlando.org 

Registration fee:  $50.00 includes 
Saturday morning coffee and Saturday 
lunch

A list of hotels will be provided.

 The conference runs from 7:00 PM 
Friday, March 6 to 2:45 PM Saturday, 
March 7.

Keynote speech will be Friday night. 
(Friday speaker and Saturday work-
shops yet to be confirmed)

Both Friday and Saturday sessions 
are important: Friday is for relation-
ship building, Saturday for skill devel-
opment. •

➢from previous page



Page 6   Volume 7 Number �     January, 20�5

December 3�, 20�4, allowed Floridians 
and those in states without an income tax 
to deduct state and local sales tax from 
their federal taxes. In 20�2, �.8 million 
taxpayers in Florida claimed the state 
and local sales tax deduction. Senator 
Nelson is long-time supporter of making 
this provision permanent.

Supporting the Respect for 
Marriage Act

On Wednesday, January 7, Senator 
Nelson became a cosponsor of S. 29, The 
Respect for Marriage Act, which seeks 
to repeal the Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA). Passed in �996, DOMA allows 
states to refuse recognition of same-sex 
marriages performed in other states and 
bars same-sex married couples from 
receiving federal benefits.

Restoring Ten Mile Creek 
Water Preserve Area

On Thursday, January 8, Senator Nelson 
joined Senator Rubio in cosponsoring S. 
�24, a bill to de-authorize the Ten Mile 
Creek Water Preserve Area Critical 
Restoration Project. The bill would allow 
for the transfer of ownership of the water 
preserve area to move from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to the South Florida 
Water Management District (SFWMD). 
The transfer, requested by the SFWMD, 
is estimated to save millions of dollars 
in construction costs and help restore 
the St. Lucie River and estuary by stor-
ing local run-off and managing the river’s 
outflows.

Commemorating the 50th 
Anniversary of Medicare and 
Medicaid

On Thursday, January 8, Senator Nelson 
joined 46 colleagues in support of a res-
olution commemorating the 50th anni-
versary of the creation of the Medicare 

From the desk of Shahra Anderson

Legislative Update:   �/�3/�5

Preventing Child Nicotine 
Poisoning

On January 8, 20�5, Senator Nelson rein-
troduced the bipartisan bill, S. �42, Child 
Nicotine Poisoning Prevention Act, which 
directs the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission to require child-proofed pack-
aging for liquid nicotine containers used to 
fill electronic cigarettes. With the explosion 
in sales of e-cigarettes and other nicotine 
vapor devices, sales of liquid nicotine prod-
ucts have risen sharply. Most of the bottles 
are not child resistant – and just a small 
amount of highly concentrated liquid nico-
tine can cause severe illness or even death 
to a child. Between January � and August 
3� of 20�4, poison control centers received 
over 2,700 calls related to liquid nicotine, 
which can be toxic if ingested or absorbed 
through the skin.

Protecting and Restoring the 
Everglades

On Thursday, January 8, Senator Nelson 
introduced S. �20, a bill to amend the 
Water Resources Development Act of 
2000 (WRDA) to authorize the Central 
Everglades Planning Project. This bipar-
tisan bill, co-sponsored by Senator Rubio, 
aims to improve the Everglades ecosystem 
by increasing water flow south into the 
Everglades, reducing harmful discharges 
to the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee Rivers, 
and improving the quality of drinking 
water in parts of South Florida.

Working to Make the State Tax 
Deduction Permanent

On Thursday, January 8, Senator Nelson 
joined a bipartisan effort in support of S. 
�26, a bill making the state and local sales 
tax deduction permanent. The state tax 
deduction provision, which expired on 

and Medicaid programs. On January 
7, �965, President Johnson requested 
a healthcare program that would 
provide coverage for the elderly and 
most vulnerable Americans, and on 
July 30, �965, Medicare was signed 
into law. Senator Nelson remains 
committed to ensuring the contin-
ued success of the Medicare and 
Medicaid programs. •

Shahra Anderson
Regional Director

United States Senator Bill Nelson
Sam Gibbons Federal Courthouse
801 North Florida Avenue, Fourth 

Floor
Tampa, Florida 33602
Phone: 813.225.7040

Fax: 813.225.7050
Email: Shahra_anderson@bill-

nelson.senate.gov
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Conservative or Radical  

by Frank Prahl

The dictionary defines conserva-
tive as, “favoring the preservation 
of established customs, values, etc, 
and opposing innovation; tending 
to be moderate or cautious; a per-
son who is reluctant to change or 
consider new ideas; conformist,” 
and radical as, “Departing mark-
edly from the usual or customary; 
extreme or drastic:  Relating to or 
advocating fundamental or revo-
lutionary changes in current prac-
tices, conditions, or institutions.”

Lately, most GOP candidates 
loudly shout “I’m the real con-
servative,” and Tea Partiers shout 
it the loudest.  Can you think of 
any Tea Party candidate, or even 
more than a few GOP candidates 
that would be considered conser-
vative, rather than radical?  Yet, 
we Democrats are allowing them 
to get away with a total change 
in the meaning of conservative.  
Shades of Orwell’s novel, 1984, 
where much of the novel is about 
language double-speak.

WAR IS PEACE
FREEDOM IS SLAVERY

IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH

 
Government slogan in George Orwell’s 
1984

It appears the GOP has success-
fully implemented double-speak 
with conservative & radical.  It is 
time that Democrats expose this 
double-speak as a trick to lure 
true conservatives into the radical 
camp.  Are we going to allow this 
double-speak to continue?  It’s time 
to emphasize this mis-use of labels.  
Let’s start using the correct term, 
radical, where appropriate and as 
often as possible. •

Letters and Opinions

➢ Next page

Republicans have nothing 
to offer the middle class 

(Article provided by Bob Glass)

The former secretary of labor 
explains why Jeb Bush’s and Mitt 
Romney’s campaigns are doomed 
from the get-go 

Jeb Bush and Mitt Romney are 
zeroing in on inequality as America’s 
fundamental economic problem.

Bush’s new Political Action 
Committee, called “The Right to 
Rise,” declares “the income gap is 
real” but that “only conservative 
principles can solve it.”

Mitt Romney likewise promised 
last week that if he runs for president 
he’ll change the strategy that led to 
his 2012 loss to President Obama 
(remember the “makers” versus 
the “takers?”) and focus instead 
on income inequality, poverty, and 
“opportunity for all people.”

The Republican establishment’s 
leading presidential hopefuls know 
the current upbeat economy isn’t 
trickling down to most Americans.

But they’ve got a whopping cred-
ibility problem, starting with trickle-
down economics.

Since Ronald Reagan moved into 
the White House, Republican poli-
cies have widened inequality.

Neither party deserves a medal 
for reversing the trend, but evidence 
shows that middle-class and poor 
Americans have faired better under 
Democratic presidents.

Personal disposable income has 
grown nearly 6 times more with 
Democrats in the White House than 
Republicans.

Under Bill Clinton, in whose 
administration I am proud to have 

served, even the wages of the poorest 
fifth rose.

According to research by econo-
mists Alan Blinder and Mark Watson, 
more jobs have been created under 
Democratic presidents as well.

These broad-based job and wage 
gains haven’t hampered economic 
growth. To the contrary, they’ve 
fueled it by putting more money into 
the pockets of people who spend it 
— thereby boosting business profits 
and hiring.

Which is why the economy has 
grown faster when Democrats have 
occupied the Oval Office.

I’m not saying Democrats have 
always had it right or done everything 
they should. The lion’s share of eco-
nomic gains over the past thirty-five 
years has gone to the top regardless 
of whether Democrats or Republicans 
inhabit the White House.

The most recent recovery has 
been particularly lopsided, President 
Obama’s intentions notwithstanding.

Nor can presidents alone determine 
how the economy performs. At best 
they orchestrate a set of policies that 
nudge the economy in one direction 
or another.

But that’s exactly the point: Since 
Reagan, Republican policies have 
nudged it toward big gains at the top 
and stagnation for everyone else.

The last Republican president to 
deliver broad-based prosperity was 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, in the 1950s.

Then, the gains from growth were 
so widely shared that the incomes of 
the poorest fifth actually grew faster 
than the incomes of the top fifth. As 
a result, America became more equal 
than ever before or since.
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And when Mitt Romney promises to 
run a different campaign than he did in 
2012 and focus on “opportunity for all 
people,” the real question is whether he’ll 
run on different economic principles.

That the leading Republican hope-
fuls recognize the economy has to 
work for everyone and not just a few is 
progress.

But unless they disavow the legacy 
of Ronald Reagan and adopt the legacy 
of Dwight Eisenhower, their words are 
nothing more than soothing rhetoric — 
akin to George W. Bush’s meaningless 
“compassionate conservatism.”•

Under Ike, the marginal tax rate on the 
richest Americans reached 91 percent.

Eisenhower also presided over the 
creation of the interstate highway sys-
tem – the largest infrastructure project 
in American history — as well as the 
nation’s biggest expansion of public 
schools.

It’s no coincidence that when 
Eisenhower was president, over a third 
of all private sector workers were 
unionized. Ike can’t be credited for this 
but at least he didn’t try to stop it or 
legitimize firing striking workers, as 
did Ronald Reagan.

Under Reagan, Republican policy 
lurched in the opposite direction: Lower 
taxes on top incomes and big wealth, 
less public investment, and efforts to 
destroy labor unions.

Not surprisingly, that’s when America 
took its big U-turn toward inequality.

These Reaganomic principles are by 
now so deeply embedded in the mod-
ern Republican Party they’ve come to 
define it.

As a matter of fact, they’re just about 
all that unite the warring factions of the 
GOP – libertarians, tea partiers, and 
big corporations and Wall Street.

Yet because these very principles 
have contributed to the stagnation of 
American incomes and the widening 
gap between the rich and everyone else, 
Republican aspirants who says they 
want to reverse widening inequality are 
faced with an awkward dilemma.

How can they be credible on the issue 
while embracing these principles? Yet 
if they want to be nominated, how can 
they not embrace them?

When Jeb Bush admits that the income 
gap is real but that “only conservative 
principles can solve it,” one has to won-
der what principles he’s talking about 
if not these.

In memory of Martin Luther 
King’s birthday on January 15.  
Some memorable quotes:

“So we have been repeatedly faced with 
the cruel irony of watching Negro and 
white boys on TV screens as they kill and 
die together for a nation that has been 
unable to seat them together in the same 
schools. So we watch them in brutal soli-
darity burning the huts of a poor village, 
but we realize that they would hardly live 
on the same block in Chicago. I could 
not be silent in the face of such cruel 
manipulation of the poor.” — “Beyond 
Vietnam“

“This almost ‘lunatic fringe’ of modern 
child care has been responsible for most 
strange and fantastic methods of child 
rearing in many American homes. The 
child is permitted to almost terrorize the 
home for fear of having its individual-
ity repressed. Somewhere along the way 
every child must be trained into the obli-
gations of cooperative living.” — “Advice 
for Living“

Of the four children killed in the �6th 
Street Baptist Church bombing: “They 
have something to say to every politi-
cian who has fed his constituents with 
the stale bread of hatred and the spoiled 
meat of racism. They have something 
to say to a federal government that has 
compromised with the undemocratic 
practices of southern Dixiecrats and the 
blatant hypocrisy of right-wing north-
ern Republicans.” — “Eulogy for the 
Martyred Children“

�.

2.

3.

“Organized labor has proved to be 
one of the most powerful forces 
in removing the blight of segrega-
tion and discrimination from our 
nation.” — “A Look to the Future“

“I can well understand your antago-
nistic attitude toward the Christian 
church for its failure to match prac-
tice with profession in the area of the 
brotherhood of man.” — “Advice for 
Living“

Upon being arrested in Fulton 
County, Georgia: “Much to my cha-
grin, the jail is segregated, also.” 
— “Press Release from Dr. King“

“Freedom only comes through per-
sistent revolt, through persistent 
agitation, through persistently ris-
ing up against the system of evil.” 
— “The Birth of a New Nation“

“It is a sad day for our country when 
men come to feel that oppressed 
people cannot desire freedom and 
human dignity unless they are moti-
vated by Communism.” — “Letter 
to Harry Truman“

It seems to me that one must decide 
to either play gospel music or rock 
and roll. The two are totally incom-
patible. The profound sacred and 
spiritual meaning of the great 
music of the church must never be 
mixed with the transitory quality of 
rock and roll music.” — “Advice for 
Living“

The principle of self-defense, even 
involving weapons and bloodshed, 
has never been condemned, even by 
Gandhi, who sanctioned it for those 
unable to master pure nonviolence.” 
— “The Social Organization of 
Nonviolence“

“Marriage is at bottom a mutual 
agreement between two individu-
als. One always has the freedom 
to say yes or no to the agreement.” 
– “Advice for Living“

�2. “We must be concerned not 
merely about who murdered them, 
but about the system, the way of 
life, the philosophy which produced 
the murderers.” – “Eulogy for the 
Martyred Children“   •

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

�0.

��.

�2.

➢from previous page
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Dist. 70 rep. Darryl 
rouSon (D)  
 6501 25th Way South, Suite 
D  St. Petersburg, Florida 
33712  
 Darryl.Rouson@
myfloridahouse.gov 

(727) 906-3200 

STATE SENATE

DiSt. 19 Sen. arthenia 
Joyner  (D) 

508 W. Dr. MLK Jr. Blvd. 
Suite C Tampa, Florida 
33603   

Joyner.Arthenia.web@
flsenate.gov 

(813) 233-4277 

DiSt. 64 rep.  JaMeS 
Grant (r)    

12956 N. Dale Mabry 
Highway  Tampa, Florida 
33618             James.
Grant@myfloridahouse.
gov 

(813) 265-6280 

DiSt. 65 rep.   chriS 
SprowlS (r) 

Suite 100 
2364 Boy Scout Road 
Clearwater, FL 

33763-0901
Chris.Sprowls@myflori-

dahouse.gov 
(727) 793-2810 

DiSt. 66 rep.  larry 
ahern (r)    

5511 Park Street North, 
Suite 101  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33709  

Larry.Ahern@myflori-
dahouse.gov 

(727) 545-6421 

DiSt. 67 rep.  chril 
latvala (r)    

Suite 206 
2963 Gulf to Bay 

Boulevard 
Clearwater, FL 33759-4200    
Chris.Latvalar@myflorida-

house.gov 
(727) 724-5067

DiSt. 68 rep.  DwiGht 
DuDley (D) 

3647 4th Street North, Suite 
300  St. Petersburg, Florida 
33704 

Dwight.Dudley@myflorida-
house.gov 

(727) 552-2747 

DiSt. 69 rep.  kathleen 
peterS  (r) 

1700 66th Street North, Suite 
203  St. Petersburg, Florida 
33710 

Kathleen.Peters@myflori-
dahouse.gov 

(727) 341-7385 

DiSt. 20 Sen. Jack 
latvala (r)

 26133 U.S. Highway 19 
North, Suite 201  Clearwater, 
Florida 33763 

Latvala.Jack.web@
flsenate.gov  

(727) 556-6500 

DiSt. 22 Sen. Jeff  BranDeS 
(r)

 3637 4th Street North, 
Suite 101  St. Petersburg, 
Florida 33704 

Brandes.Jeff.web@
flsenate.gov  

(727) 552-2573
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club members 
are an interested, involved, informed - and opinionated - bunch.  
And providing a forum for all that “good stuff” is an important 
function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages articles and let-
ters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every attempt to 
publish factual information, and who encourage the free exchange 
of information and opinions. It should include input from all of us.  
However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by contributors 
may not necessarily reflect those of the club. Please send submis-
sions to newsletter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be inter-
ested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is:    loisfries@
gmail.com   •

 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

change, yes we can

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


