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From the President’s Desk 

by Mary Lou Ambrose

How do we 
get Democrats 
elected, nation-
ally and locally, 
in 2016? 

It won’t be 
easy since the 
Media is on the 
side of the oppo-

sition. MSNBC, newly owed by Rupert 
Murdoch, recently covered the entire 
rambling speech of the Republican 
frontrunner and pretty much ignored 
the Democratic candidates except for 
negative “news.” CNN cancelled their 
coverage of the ten-year anniversary 
special about Hurricane Katrina for 
another rambling ego-driven speech 
by that same candidate.  Their lead-
ing candidate is regularly getting 
more free media coverage than the 
rest of both fields put together. Their 
secondary candidates seem to feel the 
need to make stupid, bigoted, outra-
geous statements in order to get the 
media to report what they are saying. 
The Media treats these statements, 
made by a group of people who put 
their own political aspirations ahead 
of the best interests of the country or 
the State, with a level of respect that 
boggles the minds of rational people. 
One candidate is telling his followers 
that they don’t have to follow a law if 
they decide their “religious beliefs” 
are in opposition. He is obviously no 
student of American History, since 
he does not know that the Founding 
Fathers worked hard to be certain 
that this country was not build on any 
religion, but on law. They came from 
England where the church had taken 
over the government and they wanted 
to save this country from the tyranny 
of religious fervor. The second most 
popular candidate came up with the 
brilliant idea that we don’t need the 

tax code. People will simply tithe to 
the government. He indicated that it 
works for God, so…... I could go on 
but I won’t.

It is frightening to think that any 
one of these wingnuts could be 
President of the United States. We 
watched this same show four years 
ago with the 9-9-9 guy, the “ooops” 
guy, the “I saved New York” guy, as 
well as the final winner of the nomi-
nation who believed that 47% of 
the people of this country were lazy 
takers who depended on the gov-
ernment for everything. One could 
argue, however, that the 20�2 group 
looks pretty competent in retrospect 
compared to the 20�6 group. This 
group of Republicans has taken their 
electorate down to its least common 
denominator and that is frightening.

Florida Republicans are no better. 
Karl Rove’s group, Americans for 
Prosperity, ran an ad here thanking 
the bought and paid for Legislators 
for keeping a million or so Floridians 
from Healthcare benefits. People 

Our next club meeting

Please mark your calendars 
for our next meeting, Monday, 
September 21  at 7:15 P.M. at the  
Acropol Restaurant 1170 Starkey 
Rd., Largo.

Dr. Bill Heller will speak on “Are 
our schools failing, or are we failing 
our schools? 

Dr. Heller is a DEAN at USF 
St. Pete, former FL Rep. for 
District 52, and an educator.

 Please bring a friend or two!

➢ Next page
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Sen. Bill nelSon  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco ruBio  (r)
 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

rep. DaviD Jolly (r)

(727) 392-4100  or (727) 823-
8900 or  (202) 225-5961
Email: https://jolly.house.gov/contact/

email-me

rep. cathy caStor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov

rep. GuS BilirakiS (r)

(727) 940-5860 or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.
house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 
Delegation

Next Meeting, Sep. 21  Please join us to hear to hear 
Dr. Bill Heller.    The meeting will be at 7:15 P.M. At the Acropol 
Restaurant 1170 Starkey Rd., Largo

➢from previous page

are dying because these self-cen-
tered Legislators do what their 
“Leadership” tells them to do, 
ignoring the needs of the people 
of this State. These same legisla-
tors illegally gerrymandered the 
Districts to keep themselves in 
office to do the bidding of ALEC 
and the NRA. 

Since the legislature was so put 
off by the idea that they were 
barred from deciding the makeup 
of the Districts in the “smoke filled 
rooms,” they did not do their job 
yet again. The fact that the Court, 
not the Legislature, will decide on 
the maps gives me some hope, espe-
cially for the Congressional race 
here in Pinellas County. Through 
redistricting we will win some 
Districts and lose some, but hope-
fully be able to send enough State 

legislators to Tallahassee to be able to 
move some bills and block others. 

We need to support our Democratic 
Candidates, national and state, as we have 
always done, and hope that the irrational 
ineptitude of the Republican Party will 
lead rational people to decide that they 
need to vote for the greater good and elect 
Democrats to fill the seats of those who 
put their selfish needs ahead of the people 
they are elected to represent. More impor-
tantly, we need to get out the Democratic 
vote and encourage Democrats to vote 
down the ticket. No easy task.

I will do my best to get the Democratic 
Candidates to our meetings. Many 
Candidates, along with those already in 
office, will join us on October 24th at 
Taylor Park in Largo for our picnic. We 
hope you will join us. The tickets are only 
$�0.00 and there will be plenty of food 
and good fellowship.   •

Dr. Bill Heller will be the featured speaker at the 
Sep. 21st meeting

Join us Monday, September 2�, to hear Dr. Heller.   
Dr. Heller served two terms in the Florida House of 
Representatives, then returned to USFSP to assume 
responsibility as Dean of the College of Education. 

Dr. Harold William (Bill) Heller is currently the 
Dean, College of Education and Director of the Wally 
and Louise Bishop Center for Ethical Leadership and 
Civic Engagement at the University of South Florida St. 

Petersburg. Immediately prior to assuming these positions he served two terms in 
the Florida House of Representatives, representing Florida House District 52.

Dr. Heller currently serves as a Board Member for Family Resources, Suncoast 
Hospice Institute, St. Petersburg Preservation, the Advisory Board for Tampa Bay 
Watch, Chair the Pinellas Cultural Foundation, Inc.  and is Treasurer of the St. 
Petersburg College’s Institute for Strategic Policy Solutions. He is an Honorary Life 
Member of the Great Exploration’s Board and is a Board member Emeritus of the 
Mahaffey Theater Foundation. Dr. Heller is a veteran of the U. S. Army serving as 
a paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne Division.

He and Jeanne have been married for 6� years; they have one son, two daughters, 
three grandchildren, and three great grandchildren.
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PC DEC  News

Things
To
Do

MONDAY, September 21

LARGO/MID-PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

7:�5 -8:45 P.M.

Acropol Restaurant 
��70 Starkey Rd., Largo, 
FL United States

Greater Tarpon Springs 
Democratic Club 

7:00 - 9:00 PM 

Walton Community Center
400 Walton Ave
Tarpon Springs

Thursday, September 24

Pinellas County 
Democratic Party 
Hispanic Caucus

6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, 
St. Petersburg, FL ��7��

WEdNEsday, October 21

DEMOCRATIC ENvIRON-
MENTAL CAUCUS (wEST 
CENTRAL CHAPTER)

6:�0 - 8:�0 P.M.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, St. Peters-
burg, FL ��7��  

MONDAY, October 19

LARGO/MID-PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

7:�5 -8:45 P.M.

Acropol Restaurant 
��70 Starkey Rd., Largo, 
FL United States

Greater Tarpon Springs 
Democratic Club 

7:00 - 9:00 PM 

Walton Community Center
400 Walton Ave
Tarpon Springs

MONday, September 28

DEMOCRATIC 
wOMEN’ S CLUBS OF 
UPPER PINELLAS 

��:00 - �:00 P.M.

Safety Harbor Library 
  �0� 2nd Street 
  Safety Harbor, FL �4695

MONday , OctOber 5

GULFPORT 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Neptune Grill 
500� Shore Blvd S 
Gulfport, FL ��797

WEdNEsday, October 7 
 
St. Pete DemS Club

6:�0 pm - 8:00 pm

St. Pete Hilton Restaurant
�� �st St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL  

saTurday, October 10

South St. Pete Dems Club

��:00 am - �2�0 PM

Sanderlin Center
2��5 22nd Ave S. 

   St. Petersburg, FL  ��7�2

PCDeC Sunset 
beach bASH

5:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Alden Suites 
  5900 Gulf Boulevard,      St. 
Pete Beach

Thursday, October 15 

STONEwALL DEMOCRATS 
OF PINELLAS COUNTy

7:00  -- 8:�0 PM

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, St. Petersburg, 
FL ��7�� l

DEC – PiNEllas DEmo-
CratiC Party mEEtiNg

7;00 - 9:00 P.M.

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, 
�2600 Roosevelt Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg
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SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday, October 10, 2015 

 

PCDEC SUNSET BEACH BASH 
Hosted by Alden Suites 

5900 Gulf Boulevard, St. Pete Beach 

5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Dinner served 

Entertainment, beach games, raffle 
 

LIMIT OF 200 TICKETS AVAILABLE - BUY NOW! 
$30.00 pp until Sept. 15th 

$35.00 pp September 15th – October 5th  
$40.00 pp at the door, cash or check only 

Children 7 & younger free – must RSVP in advance. 
Vegetarian meal available with advance notice at time of purchase. 

One Raffle ticket included with each ticket purchased 
In case of inclement weather all monies paid will be considered a donation to PCDEC – No refunds. 

 

On line purchases:   www.pinellasdemocrats.com 
Checks payable to:  PCDEC/Sunset Beach Bash 
 2250 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL   33713 

For further event information:  (727) 239.0563 or (727) 421-3436 

NOTE:  Alden parking limited to one vehicle per hotel guest, handicapped attendees with vehicle 
pass.  Free remote parking available at St. Pete Beach City Hall, 155 Corey Ave., with fare 

transportation to hotel by Free Beach Ride, (727) 776-7553; or Uber 
 

ALDEN SUITES  -  SOLD OUT!!! 
Discounted Rates of $109.00 POOLSIDE       $139.00 Gulf Front  

Honored by The Dolphin Beach Resort 
 4900 Gulf Boulevard, St. Pete Beach 

Phone:  (727) 360-7011 
Give code:  PCDE/2015 for special rates 

  

Franco Ripple spoke on the Redistricting spe-
cial session and what comes next, since the House 

and Senate could not agree on one map.
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     Club News
Some photos from our August meeting:  

Franco Ripple spoke on the Redistricting spe-
cial session and what comes next, since the House 

and Senate could not agree on one map.

Our Picnic Committee met prior to the general meet-
ing to finalize details for the October 24 Picnic.
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medicaid expansion - Issue of the 
month 

States Find Savings Through 
Medicaid Expansion

April 29, 2015 By Michael 
Ollove, Pew Charitable Trusts

Medicaid expansion has given a bud-
get boost to participating states, mostly 
by allowing them to use federal money 
instead of state dollars to care for pregnant 
women, inmates, and people with mental 
illness, disabilities, HIV/AIDS, and breast 
and cervical cancer, according to two new 
reports.

States that levy assessments and fees on 
health care providers, which have collected 
higher revenues as a result of expansion, 
have reaped extra benefits.

Under the Affordable Care Act, states 
can choose to expand Medicaid, the joint 
state-federal health program for the poor, 
to adults with incomes up to ��8 percent 
of the federal poverty level ($�6,242 for 
an individual). The federal government is 
paying the entire bill for the new Medicaid 
beneficiaries through 20�6, a declining 
share over the following three years, and 
90 percent thereafter.

Twenty-nine states and the District of 
Columbia have opted to expand. One argu-
ment against expanding Medicaid is that 
doing so will put a strain on state budgets, 
either now or in the future.  But the two 
reports, one commissioned by the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJ) and the 
other by the Kaiser Family Foundation 
(KFF), suggest the opposite.

The RWJ report examined eight Medicaid 
expansion states: Arkansas, Colorado, 
Kentucky, Michigan, New Mexico, Oregon, 
Washington and West Virginia. It found 
that those states, selected for their regional 
and demographic diversity, will save (or 
collect) a total of $�.8 billion through 
Medicaid expansion by the end of 20�5.

➢ Next page

      ISSUES

“I don’t know any other way of 
describing it except as a win-win for 
us,” said Audrey Tayse Haynes, sec-
retary of the Kentucky Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services, which 
expects to have saved nearly $�09 
million by July �.

The KFF analysis, which looked 
at Connecticut, New Mexico and 
Washington state, concluded that 
those states have experienced “state 
savings and revenue gains with lim-
ited costs resulting from expansion, 
even as some potential fiscal gains 
have not yet been tracked.”

Historically, many states have used 
their own money to pay for pro-
grams and services for people with-
out insurance. In expansion states, 
many of those uninsured now are 
getting coverage through Medicaid, 
which means the federal govern-
ment is paying for their care. The 
states that were the most generous 
to the uninsured before expansion 
are garnering the biggest benefits 
now.

“You can say states that had more 
significant programs for the unin-
sured before expansion are indeed 
going to see the most significant sav-
ings” in certain budgetary areas, said 
Patricia Boozang, one of the coau-
thors of the RWJ study. Boozang is 
senior managing director of Manatt 
Health Solutions, which prepared 
the report for RWJ.

Meanwhile, the states that have 
rejected expansion are forgoing bil-
lions in federal aid. Areport last year 
from the Urban Institute and RWJ 
projected that by the year 2022, the 
states that rejected expansion will 
have missed out on more than $42� 
billion in federal Medicaid money.

Mental Health Savings

A number of the states have 
found mental health services to 
be a particularly fruitful area for 
savings.

Michigan is a case in point. 
Prior to Medicaid expansion, 
the state spent tens of millions 
of dollars each year on commu-
nity mental health services for 
those who did not qualify for 
Medicaid and did not have health 
insurance. Farah Hanley, deputy 
director for central operations 
for the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services, said 
that so many of those served by 
such programs became eligible 
for Medicaid after expansion that 
the state was able to cut funding 
to them by about two-thirds. In 
fiscal year 20�5, the state expects 
to reap $�90 million in savings.

Similarly, Kentucky expects to 
have saved $�0 million in mental 
health spending by July �.

States also have saved money 
on care for pregnant women. 
Prior to expansion, many states 
did not extend Medicaid cover-
age to poor, young adult women 
until they became pregnant. At 
that point, states and the federal 
government shared the cost of 
their care, based on a “matching” 
formula that varies from state to 
state. Now women who qualify 
for the expanded Medicaid pro-
gram are receiving care wholly 
funded by the federal govern-
ment, both before and after they 
become pregnant.

For Washington state that has 
meant savings of more than $�8 
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Support medicaid expansion 

by Dr. Lawrence P. Floriani, 

Dr. Floriani lives in Tarpon Springs, is deputy 
Florida director for Doctors for America. He 
wrote this exclusively for the Tampa Bay Times.  
(Ed. Note:  A voice of reason.)

The prestigious New England Journal of 
Medicine examined the effects of Medicaid 
vs. no insurance on a Medicaid-eligible 
population and found that those with no 
insurance had a 6 percent higher early 
mortality rate than those with Medicaid. 
In Florida, that means at least three and 
possibly more premature deaths occur 
every day for lack of health insurance.

This is in addition to the poor health, loss 
of productivity, financial instability and 
the deleterious effects on our children that 
occur when low-wage working adults can-
not afford health insurance.

In determining the cost of Medicaid expan-
sion, the accounting firm of Deloitte certi-
fied that Kentucky saved $26 million with 
Medicaid expansion in 20�4. Also in 20�4, 
Arkansas saved $�� million, Michigan 
saved $�80 million and Washington state 
saved $�06 million. Florida, with almost 
twice as many uninsured patients, many of 
whom can be moved from high-cost state-
funded programs to expanded Medicaid, 
would save even more.

Florida has actually suffered an enormous 
tax burden under our current state House 
leadership. The Florida Legislature crushed 
the citizens of Florida this year with a $�.2 
billion tax burden to pay for health care 
that could have been covered by the federal 
government through Medicaid expansion.

They have cost us $�00 million in excess 
insurance premiums to pay for uncom-
pensated health care that could have been 
saved by Medicaid expansion. Kentucky 
saved $�.�5 billion in uncompensated care 
charges in 20�4 with less than half the 
uninsured population of Florida.

Finally, they have hurt small businesses by 
exposing them to as much as $�25 million 

➢ Next page
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million, while Arkansas has saved 
$24.5 million.

Inmates and the 
‘Medically Needy’

Expansion states also have saved 
money on health care for prison 
inmates, according to the two 
reports. States are responsible for 
providing health care to inmates 
when they receive care inside 
the prison walls. However, if an 
inmate needs in-patient hospital 
care outside prison and is eligible 
for Medicaid, the federal govern-
ment contributes based on the 
matching formula.

In states that have expanded 
Medicaid, hundreds of thousands 
of inmates who didn’t qualify for 
Medicaid before are now eligible. 
When those inmates receive care 
outside prison, the federal govern-
ment pays for it.

That change is projected to save 
Michigan $�9 million. Kentucky 
will save more than $�6 mil-
lion, Colorado $�0 million, and 
Washington state $2.� million.

Before expansion, some states 
extended Medicaid coverage 
to those considered “medically 
needy” because of certain medi-
cal conditions, such as HIV/AIDS 
and cervical or breast cancer. Now, 
many of those people are part of 
the expansion population, so the 
federal government will pay for 
their care.

The medically needy category 
has produced savings of $8 mil-
lion in Arkansas, $�6 million in 
Kentucky, and $46.5 million in 
Washington.

Medical services for the disabled 
also produced significant savings: 
Arkansas will save more than $�� 
million and Kentucky $9.6 mil-
lion on health care for disabled 
individuals.

Sue Birch, executive director of 
the Colorado Department of Health 
Care Policy and Financing, said the 
state wanted to enroll newly eligible 
people into Medicaid quickly and 
efficiently when expansion com-
menced on Jan. �, 20�4, to take full 
advantage of the �00 percent fed-
eral match. Every day lost, she said, 
meant losing potentially available 
federal dollars.

While all eight states in the RWJ 
study saved money, some also 
increased revenue as a result of 
expansion. For example, Michigan 
imposes a � percent tax on health 
insurance claims, including those 
filed with its Medicaid managed 
care plans. Expansion added �20,000 
people to the state’s Medicaid rolls. 
As a result, Michigan expects a 
yearly gain in revenue from the 
health insurance assessment fee of 
$26 million. Similarly, Arkansas 
and New Mexico are each seeing 
a $�0 million yearly increase, and 
Washington state $�4 million.

While grateful for the savings, 
Kentucky’s Haynes said the most 
important benefit of expansion 
for her state has been extending 
health care coverage to thousands 
of Kentuckians who used to have 
none.

“I got a letter on Saturday from 
somebody I know whose 60-year 
old brother had passed away,” 
Haynes said. “The brother hadn’t 
had insurance for some time before, 
and she wrote, ‘You have no idea 
how important the Affordable Care 
Act was to our family. Paying his 
hospital bill would have bankrupted 
all of us.’”    •
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in fines for uninsured workers who 
could have been covered through the 
new health care program. Next year, 
when more businesses are affected, 
the amount will double.

When we are deciding whether we 
can count on the federal govern-
ment to pay its share of cost for the 
new health program, keep in mind 
that the federal government supplies 
Florida with 25 percent of its total 
budget every year and funds 60 per-
cent of our Medicaid spending every 
year without fail.

Physician participation in the new 
program will be insured by adequate 
funding. The new health care pro-
gram is not an expansion of the cur-
rent Medicaid program. It will be a 
private insurance program funded 
by the federal government suffi-
ciently to pay physicians Medicare 
rates, which will generate more than 
adequate physician participation.

A great deal of attention has been 
given to Direct Primary Care. But 
there is no such program as “Direct 
Primary Care” offered or funded by 
the state of Florida for its low-income 
uninsured adults. Direct Primary 
Care is a “concierge” out-of-pocket 
program for the very wealthy.

In those cases where monthly premi-
ums are less than $�00 per month, 
these plans do not cover lab tests, 
medications, the use of specialists, 
emergency room care, hospital care, 
maternity care, mental health or 
rehabilitation.

In other words, they are not health 
insurance plans. Both state and fed-
eral law prevent them from being 
promoted or sold as health insurance 
plans because they do not cover you 
when you are sick. Direct Primary 
Care is absolutely not the answer to 
Florida’s health care crisis.

To suggest that this is better than 
expanding Medicaid for 800,000 
Floridians is disingenuous at best, 
and at worst it is taking advantage of 

our most vulnerable residents in their 
hour of greatest need.

The Florida Senate passed the Florida 
Health Insurance Affordability 
Exchange plan to expand Medicaid 
and accept federal funding. This is a 
private insurance program that pro-
vides low-income working adults with 
all the essential health benefits of any 
other private insurance plan and is 
funded by the federal government 
with tax money that has already been 
collected.

This is a win for uninsured Floridians, 
taxpayers and our businesses.

It is time to pass the Senate plan to 
expand health care in Florida.  •

➢from previous page

Florida’s medicaid rolls are 
about to swell

By Maggie Clark Herald-Tribune

Tuesday, September 15, 2015

The state’s biggest program will get big-
ger next year.

Medicaid, the state and federal insur-
ance program covering low-income chil-
dren, elderly, people with disabilities and 
some low-income adults with children, is 
projected to add nearly 250,000 Floridians 
next year. That would boost the program 
to just over 4 million people and account 
for nearly one-third of Florida’s state bud-
get, according to projections from the 
Legislatures’s top economist during a com-
mittee hearing Tuesday.

Locally, more than �0,000 people in 
Sarasota County and more than 40,000 
people in Manatee County are covered by 
Medicaid, according to the most recent 
U.S. Census data on health insurance cov-
erage. Nearly half of all Medicaid enrollees 
— about 2 million — are poor children, 
according to budget documents.

The increase in enrollment for the com-
ing years, economist Amy Baker told the 
state’s joint legislative budget committee, is 
due to increased awareness of insurance in 

general, not because people are get-
ting poorer.

“With the Affordable Care Act, the 
whole paradigm has shifted so that 
the emphasis is on getting cover-
age,” said Baker, the coordinator of 
the Florida Office of Economic and 
Demographic Research. “It’s not that 
people have lower incomes or that 
somehow we’ve added more poverty 
in Florida. The new enrollees always 
qualified for Medicaid; they just 
didn’t know, or didn’t come in and 
sign up.”

Costs are up, Baker said in response 
to questions from lawmakers, because 
of increases in the cost of specialty 
prescription drugs and the linger-
ing costs of the state’s transition of 
Medicaid services to private insur-
ance companies, known as statewide 
Medicaid managed care.

Health cost debate

The forecast came with state law-
makers still at odds over how to 
address rising health care costs in 
Medicaid, and calls mounting from 
health advocates across the state 
to accept billions in federal dollars 
to cover even more people under 
Medicaid as part of the Affordable 
Care Act.

State lawmakers have so far 
declined the money, and key leg-
islative leaders, including Senate 
health policy chairman Aaron Bean, 
R-Jacksonville, have said they may 
not pursue expansion in next year’s 
session.

Last year’s regular legislative ses-
sion ended in a stalemate after legis-
lators could not agree on whether to 
take the federal money.

Instead of expanding coverage, law-
makers and the governor are looking 
at ways to control health costs, such 
as telemedicine, alternative payments 
and closer fiscal scrutiny.
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With his own concerns about growth 
in Medicaid spending, Gov. Rick Scott 
created a commission to study the way 
hospitals use Medicaid money, and has 
ordered audits of more than �00 hospi-
tals in the state to determine if they are 
getting paid more by Medicaid insurance 
companies than is legally allowed.

Managed care concerns

Legislators on the committee were 
concerned that the rising Medicaid costs 
come just one year after Florida rolled its 
millions of Medicaid members into pri-
vate insurance plans, and paid a flat rate 
to insurance companies, to control state 
spending on Medicaid.

But those insurance companies lost 
money this year and secured a 7.7 percent 
rate increase from the Florida Agency for 
Healthcare Administration last month. 
The increase was cited by Baker as one 
of the reasons for anticipated Medicaid 
cost increases next year.

That left Rep. Janet Cruz, D-Tampa, to 
question the logic of managed care in the 
first place during Tuesday’s hearing.

“I continually heard that we could 
contain costs with managed care, but 
I’m not seeing it,” Cruz said. “I’m very 
concerned that we were sold a bill of 
goods when we were told that moving 
Medicaid members into managed care 
would contain costs.”

Baker cautioned that since the state-
wide managed care transition is only one 
year old, companies needed more time 
to work out the kinks in the program.

Enrollment increases will also likely 
strain health care providers, who say 
they are already struggling to keep up 
with the growing caseloads and declin-
ing reimbursement from Medicaid 
insurance companies.

In a �0-year lawsuit still working its 
way through the Southern District Court 
of Florida in Miami, pediatricians and 
parents are fighting the state for higher 
reimbursement rates from insurance 

companies and higher standards of care 
for kids.

The case’s judge recently determined 
that Florida’s Medicaid program had 
failed to provide adequate preventive 
and routine care to children, as more 
than one-third of Florida children on 
Medicaid are not receiving the preventa-
tive medical care they are supposed to.

Judge Adlabetro Jordan also found 
that Florida’s Medicaid program was in 
violation of federal law for the way it set 
its physician reimbursement rates.

The state is appealing the determina-
tion, and litigation is ongoing. •

Florida Governor 
Tricked Obama On 
Medicaid Expansion 

from Think Progress BY IGOR VOLSKY 
MAY 9, 2015

Lawmakers in Florida are accusing 
Gov. Rick Scott (R), a former health care 
executive, of exploiting his mother’s 
death to trick the Obama administra-
tion into allowing private companies to 
manage the state’s Medicaid program.

The charge stems from Scott’s sud-
den decision, in 20��, to embrace the 
Medicaid expansion provision con-
tained in President Barack Obama’s sig-
nature health care reform law, after years 
of vehemently opposing it, only to pull 
back his support once the administra-
tion approved the governor’s Medicaid 
reform proposal.

“A few months ago, my mother passed 
away, and I lost one of the only constants 
in my life,” Scottsaid during a Feb. 20, 
20�� press conference announcing that 
he will accept Obamacare funding to 
extend Medicaid coverage to 800,000 
low-income people in the state. “As I 
wrestled with this decision, I thought 
about my Mom’s struggles raising five 
kids with very little money,” he con-
tinued. “It was my Mom – the wife of a 
WWII veteran – who taught me some-

thing I still believe today: this country 
is the greatest in the world. America’s 
greatness is largely because of how we 
value the weakest among us.”

Four months after Scott publicly backed 
expansion, the Obama administration 
officially approved a waiver allowing the 
state to shift hundreds of thousands of 
low-income and elderly Florida Medicaid 
recipients into private managed-care 
plans. Scott had championed this kind of 
Medicaid reform during his first guber-
natorial campaign, even though an ini-
tial pilot program in five Florida coun-
ties had mixed results. Critics also raised 
concerns about a conflict of interest, not-
ing that the plan could benefit a chain 
of urgent care clinics Scott founded and 
transferred to his wife upon becoming 
Florida’s governor.

Soon after securing approval of his ini-
tiative, Scott began to withdraw his sup-
port for accepting Obamacare funding 
and never advocated for it in the state 
legislature. He now opposes Medicaid 
expansion.

Scott “engaged in a deceitful plan to 
privatize Medicaid, all while pretending 
to embrace an expansion of the program 
that would help his constituents,” Rep. 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) told 
the AP on Friday. Republican State Sen. 
Joe Negron agreed, saying, “In his mind 
those two policy items were linked.”

Ironically, Scott is now suing the fed-
eral government for failing to expand a 
different temporary Medicaid pilot proj-
ect that helps support hospitals serv-
ing low-income and uninsured patients. 
Federal officials won’t renew the pro-
gram, claiming that they warned Scott of 
its expiration. They argue that expand-
ing Medicaid would expand coverage to 
more Floridians and do more to boost the 
finances of Florida hospitals.  •

Associated Press Sept. 16, 
2015
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State &  County RepReSentativeS

For the most up-to-date information on your Federal, 
State, and County representatives  including all contact 
information, Go to :

http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

gun Control News
From Citizens for Responsible Gun laws

by Rodney and Elizabeth Snedeker

 At the August meeting our group responded to a request from Moms Demand 
Action to create “Care Cards” for victims of gun violence and their families.   Through 
the evening, Charlotte Maas, Judy Sellers, Elena Kourchenka, Elizabeth Snedeker cre-
ated more than twenty-five cards.  Rod Snedeker refreshed them with homemade 
pizza. The cards were mailed to Everytown for Gun Safety which is promoting the 
project.   The cards with appropriate messages of consolation and sympathy will be 
sent to families all over the nation who know firsthand the suffering that gun violence 
causes.  We want to reach out to them and let them know we care.

Everytown is the advocacy group which is the result of Mayors Against Illegal 
Violence and Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense Laws combining their resources 
to advocate for a nation free of gun violence.  On September �0 they called for a day 
of action.  Members of our group called all the legislators in our area with the fol-
lowing message:

“We want to express to [name of elected official] our desire to have [congress, the 
legislature] quit stalling and take action--and get some responsible gun laws passed.  
We want them to know that we want background checks on all gun sales, wherever 
they take place.  We want them to know we don’t want guns on campuses or in school 
districts and we want gun violence treated as a public health issue.”

Everytown reports that there were fifty events 
nationwide, including press advised events at 
Senators district offices in 5 targeted states.  There 
were over 5,��5 calls into members of Congress.  
In 24hours there were ��,66� #Whateverittakes 
tweets into NY/DC.  In Congress’s backyard 
Shannon Watts, Andy Parker, and Richard 
Martinez of Moms Demand Action were joined 
by Indiana mom & survivor DeAndra Yates, 
Reverend Sharon Risher and Virginia Governor 
Terry McAuliffe, and Senators Warner and 
Kaine along with 50 survivors from all over the 
country who read the names of people lost to 
gun violence this summer.  There were over 200 
people there to demand more from  their elected 
officials.

Maybe some of you noted the article in 
Sunday’s Tampabay Times that stated �45 per-
sons were killed over Labor Day Weekend, five 
of them were �� years or younger.  507 children 
of that age have been killed so far this year.   
•

➢from previous page

The rate of Floridians without health 
insurance dropped to �6.6 percent last 
year.

Figures released Wednesday by the U.S. 
Census Bureau shows that represents a 
drop of �.4 percentage points from a rate 
of 20 percent in 20��.

Despite the drop, Florida still had the 
third highest rate of residents without 
health insurance. Only Texas and Alaska 
had higher rates.

The national rate was �0.4 percent.  (Ed 
note: Shame on Florida.)

Officials attribute the decrease in 
Florida and around the country to pas-
sage of the Affordable Care Act, which 
expanded health insurance to millions of 
Americans.

The act gave states the option of expand-
ing Medicaid. Some did so, and others like 
Florida chose not to do so.  •
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 Political News

Member Raemona Mae Clark working with Chad Maxey of the 
Lynn team.

Political News from eric lynn

I have some fantastic news.  We’ve added a highly qualified and essential member to our organization here at Team Lynn.

Major Chad Maxey served our country with honor and distinction in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  When his service concluded and he came home, 
we worked together to find Chad a job so he could continue being a 
leader and serving his community.

Now, Chad has accepted a position as our Veterans Outreach Director.  
He’s helping us coordinate our communications and voter outreach pro-
grams to make sure we’re sharing my message with our veterans and 
including them in this campaign.

Chad is going to do some fantastic work, but we need the funding 
to support his outreach.  Can you welcome Chad and help fund our 
Veterans•

Val Demings Announces Candidacy for Congress

Aug 18, 2015 Frank Butler Local, Politics0

(For those of you who enjoyed Val Deming’s vibrant talk to our club earlier this year, I want to share the news that she will be running 
for Congress. We all wish her the best. She will make a wonderful Congressperson.  Shared by MaryLou Ambrose.)

 As effective public servant and results-oriented consensus builder, Demings is right for FL�0

(Orlando, FL) – Today, Val Demings announced her candidacy for Florida’s �0th Congressional district.  As Orlando’s former 
Chief of Police and long-time community leader, Val Demings has a proven record of building consensus and getting results. 
Bolstered by her success as one of the most effective police chiefs in Florida’s history, Demings will bring effective leadership to 
Congress with a focus on solving real issues with direct community involvement.

She made the following statement:

“I love Florida, and my life has been committed to public service. I grew up in Jacksonville and watched both of my parents 
work low paying jobs as a maid and janitor to provide for me and my six siblings.  My parents sacrificed dearly so that we would 
have a chance at the American dream.

“The shot at the American dream that my parents worked hard to provide for their children is getting slimmer especially for 
people who grew up like me. The current leadership in Washington and Congressman Dan Webster are failing to provide the 
opportunities and support to working families in Florida and across the country.

“I hear from people everywhere, who are struggling to make ends meet, who fear injustice in the criminal justice system, and 
who want to be able to afford college for their kids. They want someone who won’t shy away from addressing these issues head 
on.  Just as I took on crime in Orlando by straight talk and bringing people together, I will work to move our state and country 
forward in Congress. ”

 Val Demings has led a life of public service. She worked as a social worker after graduating from Florida State University and went on 
to become a police officer and then Orlando’s Chief of Police.  Val is married to Jerry Demings who is Sheriff of Orange County and they 
have three children. •
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Letters and OpinionsLetters and Opinions
Re: Commuting In tampa bay 

by member Joe Barclay III

In addition to being a City Commissioner, I 
also represent six small Pinellas County cities 
(Belleair, Belleair Bluffs, Gulfport, Kenneth 
City, Seminole, and South Pasadena) on the 
PSTA Board of Directors. I read with interest 
your article, on “Commuting In Tampa Bay”. 
It demonstrates in quantifiable detail why 
Pinellas County needed Greenlight Pinellas 
so desperately in order to move into the 2�st 
century. During the campaign, the Times’ 
Robert Trigaux wrote on several occasions 
that he was very concerned about the future 
outlook for Pinellas if Greenlight were to 
fail. Unfortunately, as we all know, a small, 
negative, and highly vocal minority under 
the moniker of “No Tax For Trax” success-
fully duped the Times’ Tony Marrero and 
the uninformed Pinellas populace into say-
ing “What’s In It For Me?” and voting against 
Greenlight Pinellas. The result of that fiasco 
is that Pinellas County residents now face 25-
�0 years of being uncompetitive with other 
regions. Unless we take immediate action, we 
risk regression and becoming an economic 
backwater – an also-ran in Florida’s desire 
to become an employer of highly- paid work-
ers rather than phone bankers, retail clerks, 
restaurant and hotel workers, and lawn care 
entrepreneurs. If only this report had come 
out before November!

The solution, in my opinion, lies in a 
regional approach, similar to BART in the 
San Francisco Bay area, the Maryland Transit 
Authority, or the Hampton Roads Transit 
System. All three of these systems have tran-
sit crossing bodies of water. Under a regional 
approach, Pinellas, Hillsborough, and, to a 
lesser extent, Pasco, and possibly Polk and 
Manatee Counties would give up autonomy 
for a transportation network to a regional 
transportation oversight board. Using this 
type of arrangement, the planning of routes, 
funding, and administration would be cen-
tralized and apolitical, which should insulate 
the regional entity from the power of nega-
tive publicity as much as possible, so that 
something positive can be accomplished for 
our region. While in theory TBARTA has the 
potential for this type of oversight board, its 
master plan is focused on autos and roads 
rather than regional transit, and it currently 
has no taxing authority or powers to oversee 

first time since launching her 20�6 
campaign. “Schools have an obli-
gation — a legal obligation and a 
moral obligation — to protect every 
student’s right to get an education 
free from discrimination, free from 
fear.”

Over the past couple of years, a 
number of high-profile cases have 
made campus sexual assault the sub-
ject of unprecedented media atten-
tion, revealing a widespread, deeply 
complicated issue and prompting 
a variety of responses from school 
administrators and state lawmakers 
to Congress and the White House. 

The proposals Clinton outlined 
— including more comprehensive 
on-campus resources for survivors, 
fairer investigative and disciplin-
ary processes for both accusers and 
the accused, and increased preven-
tive education — echo those out-
lined by President Obama as well as 
Senators Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.), 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) and 
others who support the bipartisan 
Campus Accountability and Safety 
Act (CASA).

CASA supporters, such as the 
nonprofit Rape, Abuse and Incest 
National Network, praised Clinton’s 
commitment to the kinds of policy 
changes included in the pending 
legislation.

“We are pleased that Secretary 
Clinton also supports increasing 
survivors’ access to care, requir-
ing fair campus adjudication, and 
strengthening programs that edu-
cate students and prevent violence 
on campuses,” Rebecca O’Connor, 
RAINN’s Vice President for Public 
Policy, said in a statement Monday 
afternoon. “We encourage Congress 
to pass CASA and to help ensure 
that survivors of sexual assault find 
justice.”

One man’s Opinion of trump

by member Frank Prahl

Fascism, control of government by 
an industrial elite, is alive and well in 
America.  Fascism got a substantial foot-
hold with the election of Ronald Reagan, 
who turned much of his decision mak-
ing over to his industrial supporters.  His 
“trickle-down” economic scheme was 
anything but.  Since �980, average work-
er’s income has almost stagnated while 
income of CEO’s of industry has skyrock-
eted to over �00 times worker’s income.  

It was the Supreme Court appointees of 
George W. Bush that created the “Citizen’s 
United” gift to fascism that we may not be 
able to reverse.  Government is now for 
sale to the highest bidder and the indus-
trial elite have the most money.

Hitler was a great orator and came to 
power by promising greatness, without 
giving details about how he would achieve 
it.  The crowning achievement of the fas-
cist movement in America would be the 
election of Donald Trump as president, 
another orator promoting greatness with 
no details.  Heil Trump!   •

Campus Rape 

by Caitlin Dickson 

Yahoo Politics, Submitted by bob glass

Hillary Clinton pledged to tackle cam-
pus sexual assault during a speech at the 
University of Northern Iowa on Monday.

“Rape is a crime wherever it happens,” 
Clinton said, addressing the issue for the 

the type of regional transportation net-
work we need in order to compete in 
today’s marketplace. That is where our 
region needs to focus if it is to excel in 
the years ahead.   •

➢ Next page
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Clinton is the first 20�6 contender 
to talk about the issue on the cam-
paign trail, but she might not be the 
only one for long. Vice President Joe 
Biden, who has recently been teasing 
a last-minute run for the Democratic 
nomination, joined President Obama 
last year in calling for increased 
awareness and condemnation of cam-
pus sexual assault with the “It’s On 
Us” campaign. The author of the �994 
Violence Against Women Act, Biden 
has long been an outspoken advo-
cate for better practices in investi-
gating and prosecuting cases of rape 
and sexual assault. Last week, he 
and Attorney General Loretta Lynch 
announced a $79 million collabora-
tion between the federal government 
and New York City to process untested 
rape kits nationwide, and he’s slated to 
talk about the “It’s On Us” campaign 
at an upcoming event in Ohio. 

Clinton was scheduled to attend 
two Iowa events on Monday given by 
“Women for Hillary,” billed as a grass-
roots organization of female support-
ers representing each of the state’s 99 
counties. 

The campus sexual assault pledge 
follows the unveiling of Clinton’s $�0 
billion plan to combat drug and, spe-
cifically, heroin abuse — another wide-
spread problem that impacts families 
but is often considered uncomfortable 
and even painful to discuss.

“It’s not enough to condemn cam-
pus sexual assault,” Clinton said 
Monday. “We need to end campus 
sexual assault.”  •

➢from previous page

Governor Scott and the nul-
lification of federal policy 
regarding Iran

September 9, 2015 · The Florida Squeeze, 

by Kartik Krishnaiyer,   
submitted by Wanda Schwerer

Governor Rick Scott continues to stick 
his nose in places where it does not belong. 
Under reactionary right-wing leadership 

the state of Florida has attempted to 
develop an alternative foreign policy in 
some areas to that which is undertaken 
by the United States Government.  Be 
it on issues of Cuba, Sudan, Iran or 
other matters, the State of Florida has 
at various times attempted to create an 
alternate view of foreign affairs specifi-
cally designed to embarrass the Obama 
Administration. It is worth noting 
that upon taking control of the leg-
islature in �996, the Florida House of 
Representatives  started passing House 
Memorials that condemned the poli-
cies of President Clinton. During the 
200�-2009 time period the legislature 
of course did not engage in any of this 
sort of gamesmanship while George W. 
Bush was the President.

Yesterday Scott along with several 
other Republican state governors stated 
that on the matter of Iran they will seek 
a form of interposition or nullification 
which would put state laws above fed-
eral ones.  Read below:

“Paragraph 25 of the Iran nuclear 
agreement provides that the federal 
government will “actively encour-
age” states to lif t state-level sanctions 
such as the divestment and contract-
ing restriction laws, While Secretary 
Kerry confirmed in testimony before 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee 
that the agreement will not preempt 
state law because it is not a treaty, we 
are concerned about what steps your 
Administration may take to attempt to 
implement paragraph 25. Therefore, we 
wish to make it clear to you in advance 
of any efforts to implement paragraph 
25 that we intend to ensure that the var-
ious state-level sanctions that are now 
in effect remain in effect. These state-
level sanctions are critically important 
and must be maintained.”

Much like the nullification crisis of 
the �8�0’s involving South Carolina and 
the desire of most Southern Democrats 
in the �950’s and early �960’s to avoid 
implementation of Federal civil rights 
laws and rulings, Scott and his cohorts 
have publicly stated that the will inter-
pose on this issue. The legal dodge that 
the Iran Nuclear Agreement is not a for-

mal treaty is simply that – an attempt 
to craft individual state policies that 
contradict the federal one and poten-
tially create international tensions that 
could platoon this landmark work of 
diplomacy by Secretary Kerry and 
President Obama.

Divestment and sanctions schemes 
would already put Florida at an eco-
nomic disadvantage versus states who 
have taken a different attitude toward 
Iran should the nuclear agreement 
be implemented. With this letter, 
Governor Scott and his Republican 
allies are attempting to dig in deeper, 
and circumvent American policy to 
create a separate foreign policy on the 
individual state level.

This represents a remarkably dan-
gerous precedent and wherever you sit 
on the Iran Nuclear Deal, Americans 
should work to speak with a single 
voice on serious foreign policy issues. 
Politics is supposed to stop at water’s 
edge, says the old adage but in the one-
party plutocracy that is Florida, an 
arrogant governing elite embodied by 
Governor Scott feels those logical rules 
don’t apply to them.  •
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We’re in a sorry state, 

By William Rivers Pitt, Columnist and Editor, 

submitted by Kathleen Jamison

So I sat through the first Republican debate on CNN on Wednesday night, and then sat through the mind-erasing eternity 
that was the three-hour-long second Republican debate that came hot on the ridiculous heels of the first, took voluminous 
notes, and then wrote about it for Truthout ... and I reached one utterly inescapable conclusion when all was said and 
done.

We are in deep trouble.

I’ve known this for a while, but it was reinforced during my long slog through Wednesday’s nonsense: In order to exist in 
that vapid atmosphere, one must accept - down through the bone and into the very marrow - a carefully concocted, vicious, 
violently delirious fiction of the world that has no contact whatsoever with reality. 

If this is the best we can do as far as assembling presidential candidates - and the Democratic side of the deal is no New 
Orleans parade, mind you - doom is tapping us on the shoulder and blowing sweet nothings in our ears. We can do better, 
we must do better, and information is how we will do better. •
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club members 
are an interested, involved, informed - and opinionated - bunch.  
And providing a forum for all that “good stuff” is an important 
function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages articles and let-
ters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every attempt to 
publish factual information, and who encourage the free exchange 
of information and opinions. It should include input from all of us.  
However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by contributors 
may not necessarily reflect those of the club. Please send submis-
sions to newsletter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be inter-
ested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is:    loisfries@
gmail.com   •

 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

cHange, yeS we can

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


