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From the President’s Desk 

by Mary Lou Ambrose

So, I guess 
you believed 
that Florida’s 
R e p u b l i c a n 
Senators would 
all get together 
and draw maps 
that would com-
ply with the 
Fair Districts 

Act which is now a part of the 
Constitution. If so, I have this bridge 
in Brooklyn you can buy at a new low 
price. Seriously, considering all the 
tax money our Legislators have frit-
tered away on fighting among them-
selves over District lines which should 
be contiguous and should not benefit 
any party or incumbent, this whole 
mess should have gone directly to the 
Courts.  I remind everyone that these 
are the same Legislators who continue 
to refuse Federal funds in order to deny 
Medicaid expansion because of the 
“costs” and continue to cut benefits to 
the poor, the elderly, the disabled and 
students because the “costs”.

Instead, for three weeks our Senators 
bickered like children, selfishly put-
ting their individual and party priori-
ties ahead of the Florida Constitution. 
Senator Galvano (parts of Hillsboro 
and Manatee) actually said that, even 
if Districts changed so that many vot-
ers in a District never had a chance to 
vote for or against the sitting Senator, 
that Senator had the right to stay in 
the seat until the end of the original 
term, because that Senator “owned” 
the seat. You will not be surprised to 
learn that Senator Galvano is one of 
the Senators who could be subject to 
running earlier than he expected since 
he was elected in an illegal district. 
This is right up there with the group 
of Representatives who, when faced 
with discussing redistricting in the 

Sunshine, believed that their right 
to negotiate in the proverbial smoke-
filled rooms was being denied them. 
Their right? Have these people ever 
heard of Sunshine Laws? Do these 
people realize that they were elected 
to represent the people of their dis-
tricts, not to do the bidding of the 
NRA, the Koch Brothers, and other 
Big Money interests, in exchange 
for huge contributions to their cam-
paigns and their PACS? 

So, millions of tax-payer dollars 
later, the decision on redistricting is 
in the hands of the Florida Supreme 
Court where we all knew it would 
end up. I personally feel a lot bet-
ter considering that the Center for 
Public Integrity recently found the 
Florida Judicial Branch was the only 
one of the three which is not corrupt. 
It is time that we changed the every 
decade redistricting over to a non-
partisan Commission. Other states 
have done this and it has worked for 
them. Representative Dwight Dudley 
is working on legislation to put a 
redistricting Commission in place. 
Dwight will be addressing our Club 
next March when the session ends. 
It will be interesting to find out the 
status of that legislation.

Our next club meeting

Please mark your calendars 
for our next meeting, Monday, 
November 16  at 7:15 P.M. at the  
Acropol Restaurant 1170 Starkey 
Rd., Largo.

Our esteemed Pinellas County 
Commissioner Charlie Justice, will 
be our featured speaker!  

 Please bring a friend or two!

➢ Next page
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Sen. Bill nelSon  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco ruBio  (r)
 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

rep. DaviD Jolly (r)

(727) 392-4100  or (727) 823-
8900 or  (202) 225-5961
Email: https://jolly.house.gov/contact/

email-me

rep. cathy caStor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov

rep. GuS BilirakiS (r)

(727) 940-5860 or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.
house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 
Delegation

Next Meeting, Nov 16   PC BOCC Commissioner Charlie 

Justice will be our featured speaker.     The meeting will be at 7:15 P.M. 

At the Acropol Restaurant 1170 Starkey Rd., Largo

➢from previous page

On other fronts, the clown car 
of Republican candidates had 
another debate. While watching 
the debate it becomes clear that 
not one of them has the ability to 
be President of the United States. 
One wonders what the Republican 
electorate is thinking. Are they 
thinking at all beyond the circus 
of their primary election process? 
Ben Carson thinks that the United 
States should be financed by tithing 
and that the pyramids were built 
by Joseph to store grain. He claims 
that he has as much experience as 
our Founding Fathers, since they 
had no prior government experi-
ence. When faced with the fact 
that a majority of the Founding 
Fathers actually had been elected 
to various offices before travel-
ing to Philadelphia, he changed 
that to “Federal” office. I have to 
agree with him there, since there 
were no Federal offices until the 
Founding Fathers got together and 
founded the United States. What 
planet does this guy come from? 
Meanwhile, Donald Trump is still 

entertaining the troops, Jeb! is looking 
hopelessly lost and confused, Rubio can’t 
even run his household or be trusted with 
a credit card that does not belong to him, 
Huckabee is still defending the right of 
an elected official to refuse to do her job, 
and Paul is trying to ignore the fact that 
he had better concentrate on his Senate 
campaign. It seems a long, long way to 
the Republication convention.

Please join us on November �6th when 
our speaker will be Commissioner 
Charlie Justice who was elected in 20�2. 
If you remember, the big issue then was 
the commission’s having removed fluo-
ride from the County water supply. Now 
he is facing a very well-funded opponent. 
The Republicans want to take the major-
ity on the Commission back and Charlie 
is their prime target. Please join us on the 
�6th to find out how we can help to keep 
the Commission Blue.

•
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PC DEC  News

Things
To
Do

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
 
LARGO/MID-PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB
7:15 -8:45 P.M.

Acropol Restaurant 
��70 Starkey Rd., Largo, 
FL United States

Greater Tarpon Springs 
Democratic Club 

7:00 - 9:00 PM 

Walton Community Center
400 Walton Ave
Tarpon Springs

TUESDAY , NOVEMBER 17 

PALM HARBOR 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

The Center of Palm Harbor 
�500 �6th Street (Meeting Room B)  
Palm Harbor, FL

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER  30

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’ S 
CLUBS OF UPPER PINELLAS

Safety Harbor Library
�0� 2nd Street 
Safety Harbor , FL

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2

 
ST. PETE DEMS CLUB

6:�0 pm - 8:00 pm

St. Pete Hilton Restaurant
�� �st St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL   

MONDAY , DECEMBER 7

GULFPORT DEMOCRATIC CLUB

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Neptune Grill 
500� Shore Blvd S 
Gulfport, FL ��797

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’ S 
CLUBS OF UPPER PINELLAS 
HOLIDAY PARTY 

��:00 - �:00 P.M.

The Royal Palms of Largo
200 Lake Avenue NE 
Largo, FL United States

ThuRSDAY, NOVEMBER  24 
PINELLAS COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
HISPANIC CAUCUS

6:00 - 7:00 P.M.

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, 

�2600 Roosevelt Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg

DEC – PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
MEETING

7;00 - 9:00 P.M.

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, 

�2600 Roosevelt Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER  18
DEMOCRATIC ENVIRON-
MENTAL CAUCUS (WEST 
CENTRAL CHAPTER)

6:�0 - 8:�0 P.M.

PINELLAS COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC HEADqUARTERS

2250 First Avenue North, 
St. Petersburg, FL ��7��

ThuRSDAY, NOvEMBER 19 

STONEWALL DEMOCRATS 
OF PINELLAS COUNTY

7:00  -- 8:�0 PM

PINELLAS COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC 
HEADqUARTERS

2250 First Avenue North,  
St. Petersburg, FL ��7�� l

fRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20

6:00 PM -10:OO PM

2015 KENNEDY-KING DINNER

FEATURED SPEAKER: 
   GWEN GRAHAM

RUTH ECKERD HALL
���� McMULLEN BOOTH RD
CLEARWATER, FL

Contact:  Mary Ann Renfrow
727-42�-�4�6



Page 4   Volume 7 Number ��  November , 20�5



Page 5   Volume 7 Number ��  November , 20�5

     Club News
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     Club News - 2

Former Club President, Dr. Rich Piper 
poses with Wanda Schwerer, Judy Sellers, 
Karen Sherrets and Susan McCormack at 
the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
6th Annual Picnic at Taylor Park on Oct. 
24.

Wanda and Karen wore the new Largo/
Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club Polo Shirts.   

A few shirts are still available for $�5.  
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A few photos from our Largo/Mid-Pinellas 
Democratic Club 6th annual Picnic - October 24.

All Photos courtesy 
of Jessie Forcan
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Gun Control News

Citizens for Responsible Gun Laws

by Rodney and Elizabeth Snekeker

Our program currently is in three directions. We are 
actively seeking opportunities for showing our BeSMART 
for Kids programs, seeking signatures of those who are 
opposed to current “open carry” and “guns on campuses” 
bills and planning for a December vigil in remembrance 
of all those who have been shot since Sandy Hook.  Rod 
Snedeker collected signatures and represented the group 
at a workshop on Human Trafficking held at Church of 
the Isles on Saturday, October ��.  He also continued col-
lecting signatures following Sunday Services at Church 
of the Isles, Indian Rocks Beach.  Diane Guthrie has col-
lected signatures also.  Diane with support from Elizabeth 
Snedeker presented a statement to the Pinellas County 
Legislative Delegation in opposition to the proposed laws 
on Tuesday, November  �0 at the Student Center, USF St. 
Petersburg.  The photo is of her before the delegation.  We 
expect to hold our vigil on Indian Rocks Beach December 
�2, 20�5.•
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State &  County RepReSentativeS

For the most up-to-date information on your Federal, 
State, and County representatives  including all contact 
information, Go to :

http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

 Ed note:  The Florida legislature has dis-
missed the citizens it is supposed to rep-
resent again.  Although we have passed 
Amendment � by a 78% majority, its intent 
is ignored.  Fair districts were to be enacted 
4 years ago, but they remain in the courts 
today.  What are the costs to us?  This is 
through July!

The cost to Florida taxpayers for failed 
redistricting maps? $8.� million, and 
counting.

According to the latest tally by the Florida 
House and Senate, the cost to taxpayers for 
the Legislature’s defense of the redistrict-
ing maps that the Florida Supreme Court 
ruled invalid last week is $8.� million.

With a trial scheduled to begin in 
September over the challenge from 
Democrat-leaning voter groups to the 
state Senate map, the cost to the taxpayers 
is mounting. 

The House, which doesn’t face a legal 
challenge to its own maps, has spent the 
most -- $4.2 million, through July �0. The 
Senate has spent $�.9 million -- so far.

What could that money be used for had 
lawmakers not relied on political opera-
tives and illegally created a map with the 
intent to protect incumbents? It would 
be enough to pay $�0,000 bonuses to 8�0 
high-performing teachers. It’s enough to 
pay the average hospital stay for 4,050 
uninsured. It’s even enough to expand the 
tax free back-to-school holiday another 
day. 

Issue of the Month

The Florida Supreme Court ruled 
last week that eight of the 27 con-
gressional districts drawn by the 
GOP-led Legislature violates the 
anti-gerrymandering provisions of 
the Florida Constitution and must be 
redrawn by Oct. �7. That means that 
at least 25 districts aligned next to 
them will likely have to be changed 
as well. 

Lawmakers are expected to 
announce this week the dates of the 
special session to redraw the new dis-
tricts but, with so much at stake over 
the state now-challenge Senate maps, 
will they decide to save taxpayers the 
cost of defending them and revise 
the Senate maps as well? 

David King, the lead attorney for 
the League of Women Voters and 
other plaintiffs in the case, notes 
that there are similarities between 
the way the Senate and congressional 
maps were adopted. 

“The Senate map and the congres-
sional map are two different maps,’’ 
he said during a conference call with 
reporters last week. “But they were 
enacted pursuant to pretty much 
that same procedure and they were 
impacted by the same political oper-
atives who had the same partisan 
intent.”

He concluded that the court’s rul-
ing on the Senate map “will be highly 
significant on the Senate case.”

Posted by Mary Ellen Klas on 
Monday, Jul. ��, 20�5 at �2:2� PM 
in 20�5 Florida Legislature, Florida 
Redistricting,

Ed note:  The most recent sessions, 
also failures have cost millions more.  
Tally coming soon.  •
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➢ Next page

➢ Next page

Failing Schools

The best way to help schools fail is to allow politicians to stick their mostly ignorant noses into the curriculum and 
teacher supervision.

Thanks to Lorena Grizzle for this pictorial representation!
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Letters and OpinionsLetters and Opinions
Scott missing in action

by member Guy Hancock

Published in the Tampa Bay Times November 
10

Gov. Rick Scott prides himself on being a 
business leader, yet as the chief executive of 
Florida he is missing in action.

What kind of job is he doing leading the pris-
ons, the state mental hospitals, health care for 
all of Florida’s citizens, unemployment, protect-
ing our environment and following the Florida 
Constitution? Instead of directing money to 
chronically underfunded and underperform-
ing state agencies, he is looking for more tax 
breaks for his big-business buddies.

His idea of governing is to run the agencies 
he is responsible for into the ground while 
directing state resources to private business 
and political cronies. His failure to lead is 
taking Florida backward, and the Times has 
pointed out a long list of state funding needs 
that should take priority over more tax cuts. 
•

 

Medicaid costs balloon•

by Frank Lupo, St. Petersburg, FL 

Published in the Tampa Bay Times 

Your page one headline that Medicaid costs 
balloon but not for Florida because we haven’t 
expanded Medicaid is deficient in the facts and 
misleading.

How can the states be “stressed” financially 
when the Feds pick up �00% of the increased cost 
for multiple years while the states enjoy savings 
formerly paid by the states, and increased reve-
nues from economic growth of tens of thousands 
of new medically related jobs. The savings and 
economic growth continues as the Feds cost pick-
up is reduced to 97.5%, 95%, 92.5 and 90% where 
it remains permanently.

Florida has become financially stressed because 
it refused to expand Medicaid, having to reduce 
funds for other services in its current budget. We 
also have shown a callous disregard for the health 
of over 800,000 low wage workers in our State. 
•

And we have a Democratic Pope!

by accumbens’s

reprinted from Daily Kos, rom 6/13/2015

June �8 was launch day for Pope Francis’s historic anticapitalist revolution, a mul-
titargeted global revolution against out-of-control free-market capitalism driven 
by consumerism, against destruction of the planet’s environment, climate and 
natural resources for personal profits and against the greediest science deniers. 

Translated bluntly, stripped of all the euphemisms and his charm, that will be 
the loud-and-clear message of Pope Francis’ historic encyclical delivered on June 
�8. Pope Francis has a grand mission here on Earth, and he gives no quarter, ham-
mering home a very simple message with no wiggle room for compromise of his 
principles: ‘If we destroy God’s Creation, it will destroy us,” our human civiliza-
tion here on Planet Earth.

The fact is the pontiff is already building an army of billions, in the same spirit 
as Gandhi, King and Marx. These are revolutionary times. Deny it all you want, 
but the global zeitgeist has thrust the pope in front of a global movement, focus-
ing, inspiring, leading billions. Future historians will call Pope Francis the “Great 
2�st Century Revolutionary.”

Yes, our upbeat, ever-smiling Pope Francis. As a former boxer, he loves a good 
match. And he’s going to get one. He is encouraging rebellion against super-rich 
capitalists, against fossil-fuel power-players, conservative politicians and the 67 
billionaires who already own more than half the assets of the planet.

That’s the biggest reason Pope Francis is scaring the hell out of the GOP, Big 
Oil, the Koch Empire, Massey Coal, every other fossil-fuel billionaire and more 
than a hundred million climate-denying capitalists and conservatives. Their big-
gest fear: They’re deeply afraid the pope has started the ball rolling and they can’t 
stop it.

He then lists eight of “pope’s key warning punches edited in the Catholic 
Climate Covenant, from his “Apostolic Exhortation,” and in London’s Guardian 
and other news sources ...”  I’ll just list the headers, but it’s the detailed quotes 
here that is most interesting: 

�. Capitalism is threatening the survival of human civilization

2. Capitalism is destroying nonrenewable resources for personal gain

�. Capitalism has lost its ethical code, has no moral compass

4. Capitalists worship the golden calf of a money god

5. Capitalists pursuit of personal wealth destroys the common good

6. Capitalism has no respect for Earth’s natural environment

7. Capitalists only see the working class as consumers and machine tools

8. Capitalism is killing our planet, our civilization and the people •
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Below is an excerpt from the Tampa Bay Times St. Pete Times Neighborhood section on Friday November 

��, 20�5.  This piece is authored by the one and only Daniel Ruth.     I encourage you to read the article in 
its entirety   it is at 

http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/columns/ruth-council-election-a-win-for-kriseman/2253581

Excerpt:

And quite possibly because 82.7 percent of registered voters didn’t vote  ...  Because of mail ballots there 
is absolutely no reason for anyone to skip voting. True, the city elections were conducted in an off-year cycle, 
when interest among people may not be great. If you don’t bother to inform yourself and take an interest in a 
local election, you have no one else to blame but yourself. It’s not as if these events are conducted in secret.

And while many people are preoccupied with the intense presidential campaigns, the jockeying to succeed 
Marco Rubio in the U.S. Senate and even former Gov. Charlie Crist’s effort to win a congressional seat, a mayor 
and/or a city council has more direct influence — for better or for worse — over daily lives than almost any 
other governmental institution.

Voting cannot remotely equate any inconvenience it might entail compared to the sacrifices of the nation’s 
men and women in uniform who have fought to preserve the right to cast a ballot. And yet, only �7.� percent 
of registered voters in the city felt it was important enough to honor that service by simply participating in 
democracy.

There are some people who disingenuously sniff that it matters little if they go to the polls because their vote 
doesn’t count, doesn’t make a difference. If you really believe that piffle to justify being too lazy to get to the 
polls, there’s another axiom to keep in mind: The citizenry, one way or the other, inevitably gets the govern-
ment it deserves.    •

 Political News
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club members 
are an interested, involved, informed - and opinionated - bunch.  
And providing a forum for all that “good stuff” is an important 
function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages articles and let-
ters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every attempt to 
publish factual information, and who encourage the free exchange 
of information and opinions. It should include input from all of us.  
However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by contributors 
may not necessarily reflect those of the club. Please send submis-
sions to newsletter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be inter-
ested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is:    loisfries@
gmail.com   •

 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

chAnge, yes we cAn

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


