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From the President’s Desk 

by Mary Lou Ambrose

The Republican 
Party has worked 
for years to create 
the Republican 
i s s u e - d r i v e n 
country we now 
live in. Driven by 
the John Birch 
Society, and car-
ried on by peo-

ple like the Koch Brothers who were 
children of prominent John Birch 
members, they put together a Plan. 
Over time, they put people in place to 
carry out that plan and they funded it 
well. Carl Rove and his Americans for 
Prosperity PAC have been following 
through and implementing the Plan. 
As a result, we now have a Republican 
House and Senate as well as the major-
ity of Governors and State Legislature.  
They have convinced half the elector-
ate that “Liberal” and “Government” 
are dirty words. They idealize gun 
ownership while ignoring the results 
of their outrageous laws.  They enrich 
the wealthy while forcing the poor fur-
ther into poverty, and then condemn-
ing them for it. In a nutshell, they 
are carrying us back to the late �800s 
through �929. Immensely wealthy 
men rule the country. As laid out by 
Ayn Rand, the mighty dollar rules.

I have been thinking about what 
could be accomplished if progres-
sive Democrats were to implement 
over time a Plan of our own using 
real Democratic values. We would 
then elect not only a Democratic 
President, but also take a majority of 
real Democrats in the Senate and the 
House. In the States, we would elect 
more real Democratic Governors and 
Legislatures.

 The most important task would be 
liberating the Supreme Court from 

ultraconservative politicians. No 
more Scalia or Alito majority opin-
ions in cases written to build the 
fallacy that corporations are people, 
and  favoring then over real people. 
If you have any doubts about that, 
read Alito’s Majority Opinion in the 
Ledbetter case and Justice Ginsburg’s 
Dissent. I ask you, if corporations 
are people, how do we send them to 
prison?

As to prisons, we would stop priva-
tizing them. There is an immense 
business based on housing and con-
trolling the huge prison population. 
It starts with laws which require 
Judges to sentence according to the 
will of the lawmakers. There is little 
or no room in our prisons for reha-
bilitation. Black and brown people are 
represented far out of proportion. We 
would pass realistic, humane prison 
reform and private prisons must be 
closed or replaced.

Our next club meeting
Please mark your calendars for 

our next meeting, Monday, April 
18 at 7:15 P.M. at the  Acropol 
Restaurant 1170 Starkey Rd., 
Largo.

Our featured speaker will be Chief 
Economist, Senior Vice President, 
Raymond James & Associates   Dr. Scott 
Brown, who serves on the Economic 
Advisory Committee of the American 
Bankers Association. He is also a 
member of The Securities Industry 
and Financial Markets Association’s 
Economic Advisory Roundtable and 
has previously served as a member of 
the Governor’s Council of Economic 
Advisors for the state of Florida. 

➢ Next page
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Sen. Bill Nelson  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco Rubio  (R)
 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

Rep. David Jolly (R)

(727) 392-4100  or (727) 823-
8900 or  (202) 225-5961
Email: https://jolly.house.gov/contact/

email-me

Rep. Cathy Castor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R)

(727) 940-5860 or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.
house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 
Delegation

Next Meeting, Apr. 18  Please join us . Our featured speaker will be 
Chief Economist, Senior Vice President, Raymond James & Associates Dr. 
Scott Brown, who will share his insight on the economic outlook for 20�6. 

  The meeting will be at 7:15 P.M. At the  

Acropol Restaurant  

      1170 Starkey Rd., Largo

➢from previous page

We would pass laws which tax 
corporate interests for moving their 
businesses out of the country, and 
giving a one-time reasonable tax cut 
for returning to do business in the 
USA and hiring American work-
ers. Regarding workers, we would 
strengthen Unions which are the 
foundation of the American middle 
class, resulting in better paid jobs 
with benefits.

It is time to get rid of the tax breaks 
Congress and State Legislatures 
have bestowed on the most wealthy. 
Congress would restructure the tax 
code, removing the loopholes which 
allow huge corporations to pay little 
or no tax, at all while bemoaning 
the high tax rate corporations are 
“forced” to pay. Having the wealthy 
corporations pay their fair share 
could also result in a lowering the 
corporate tax rate.

What is good for corporate inter-
ests should be good for the wealthy 
among us. Mitt Romney, and 
those equally wealthy, should not 
be paying �3% 
tax on their vast 
incomes. When 
untaxed money 
is found hidden 
in foreign venues, 
it should be sub-
ject to a, say, 50% 
tax. Among the 
loopholes which 
would disap-
pear are the legal 
loopholes where 
the American 
wealthy often hide 
their money.  A 
fair tax rate with 
no loopholes but 

reasonable deductions, evenly distributed 
over the full population could result in 
our being able to rebuild roads, bridges, 
and other infrastructure improvements, 
as well as implement the needed changes 
in our laws.

A Supreme Court with a sane major-
ity would set a precedent properly inter-
preting the Second Amendment and 
considering the rights of those endan-
gered by guns in the hands of everyone. 
Imagine the first section of the Second 
Amendment, rather than being ignored, 
would actually be considered the impor-
tant section. 

Then we have healthcare. Democratic 
Governors and Legislatures would all 
expand Medicaid. Congress should fix 
the problems with ObamaCare and 
Americans would be healthier. In the US, 
pharmaceutical companies set the price 
on medications. In Europe the countries 
themselves set the cost. Congress should 
pass a law allowing Americans to buy 
from Canada or Europe within private 
health plans. 

This letter does not even touch on so 
many things, like education policy, but I 

have long-since run 
out of space. The 
fact is, Democrats 
must act more like 
Republicans, not 
in their priorities 
but in their resolve 
to move this coun-
try away from what 
has become the 
status quo, toward 
“a more perfect 
Union,” where all 
people are  “created 
equal” with a right 
to “Life, Liberty, 
and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”   •
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PC DEC  News

Things
To
Do

MONDAY, April  18 
 
LARGO/MID-PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB
7:15 -8:45 p.M.

Acropol Restaurant 
��70 Starkey Rd., Largo, 
FL United States

TUESDAY , APRIL 19 

pAlM HArBOr 
DEMOCrATiC ClUB

7:00 pM - 8:30 pM

The Center of Palm Harbor 
�500 �6th Street (Meeting Room B)  
Palm Harbor, FL

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20

DEMOCrATiC ENvirON-
MENTAl CAUCUs (wEsT 
CENTrAl CHApTEr)

6:30 - 8:30 p.M.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, 
St. Petersburg, FL 337�3

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4

 
sT. pETE DEMs ClUB

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

St. Pete Hilton Restaurant
33 �st St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11

pC DEC ExECUTivE 
BOArD MEETiNg

7:00 pM - 9:00 pM

PINELLAS COUNTy 
DEMOCRATIC HEADqUARTERS

2250 First Avenue North,  
St. Petersburg, FL 337�3 l

ThurSDAY, APRIL 28
piNEllAs COUNTY DEMOCrATiC 
pArTY HispANiC CAUCUs

6:00 - 7:00 p.M.

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, �2600 Roosevelt 
Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg

DEC – piNEllAs DEMOCrATiC 
pArTY MEETiNg

7;00 - 9:00 p.M.

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, �2600 Roosevelt 
Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg

ThurSDAY, APRIL 21 

sTONEwAll DEMOCrATs 
Of piNEllAs COUNTY

7:00  -- 8:30 pM

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North,  
St. Petersburg, FL 337�3 l

sATUrDAY, April 28
 
LARGO/MID-PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB 
7th ANNUAL PICNIC 
IN THE PARK

11:00 A.M -3:00 p.M.

Shelter #4 Taylor Park., 
Largo, FL United States

Tickets available at the door - $�0 each

mONDAY , MAY 2

gUlfpOrT 
DEMOCrATiC ClUB

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Neptune Grill 
500� Shore Blvd S 
Gulfport, FL 33797
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     Club News

Pinellas County Commission Chairman Charlie Justice and 
Commissioner Janet Long at the fruit and vegetable giveaway 
in Lealman on April 4.  

Charlie Justice and Largo Democratic Club mem-
bers, l to r,  Sue McCormack, Becky Heeren, Kath-
leen Jamison and  Judy Sellers just before getting 
to work sorting produce at 8 a.m. Several hundred 
appreciative area residents lined up at 11 a.m. to 
receive bags of yellow squash, cucumbers, green 
beans, bananas,  bread and sweet treats.  The event 
was coordinated with Farm Share by Commission-
er Justice’s office.
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Highlights from our March meeting

President Mary Lou Ambrose welcomes our featured 
speaker, Representative Dwight Dudley, who represents St. 
Petersburg’s Houst District 68.  Rep. Dudley  informed us 
of and entertained us with the accomplishments, or lack 
thereof, of the recent Legislative Session in Tallahassee. 

Pinellas County Commission Chairman 
Charlie Justice faces a determined Repub-
lican opponent in this years election.  The 
Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political 
Committee donated $500 to Chairman 
Justice’s campaign.

Ou Political Committee was formed to al-
low us to make generous donation to can-
didates we support and endorse.     http://
lmp-progressivecommittee.ruck.us/

Jennifer Webb recently announced her candidacy for 
Florida House District 69. She will be running against 
incumbent Kathleen Peters.  Jennifer has exceptional 
credentials and serious local support in this race, but 
one can never have enough support when running 
against an incumbent.  Please donate your time and 
dollars to help us turn this seat Democratic.  

As Rep. Dudley will tell you, the Democratic minority 
in the State Legislature, needs more members to coun-
terbalance the extreme right-wing agenda of the Rep-
blicans in our Legislature.

Speakers for our upcoming meetings
May 16, 2016 BOB Dillinger, JD 

Assistant Public Defender, 6th Judicial Circuit  of Florida, 
�976-�98�; Private Practice �982-�997; Public Defender, 
6th Judicial Circuit of Florida since January �997; Adjunct 
Professor, Stetson College of Law. Dillinger was a top litigator 
for the public defender from �976 to �98� who then went into 
private practice and became a high-profile criminal-defense 
attorney. 

June 20, 2016 Dr. Michael allen 
Michael Allen is a Professor of Law at Stetson University College 
of Law in Gulfport, Florida.  He also is the Director of Stetson’s 
Veterans Law Institute and the College of Law’s Associate Dean 
for Academic Affairs.  He teaches courses in Civil Procedure, 
Remedies, Complex Litigation, Constitutional Law, Veterans 
Benefits Law, Practice, and Policy, and the Federal Courts and 
the Federal System.  
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 Gun Control News

Moms Demand action Marches 
by Rod and Elizabeth Snedeker

Citizens for Responsible Gun Laws/Moms Demand Action staffed a 
booth and the Indian Rock Beach Greenfest on Saturday, April 9.
The Greenfest celebrates the efforts of people to make our environ-
ment safer for human habitation -- clean energy, efficient use of natu-
ral resources, healing oils for the body, earth friendly clothes, along 
with food and live music.  About �500 people came through the
gates.  Over 50 vendors and non-profits were present, including 
Moms Demand Action.  We had many opportunities to share our 
vision of a community and nation that is free of the epidemic of gun 
violence.  We offered people brochures on our BeSmart Program for 
Gun Safety.  They picked up fliers describing a strategy to end gun 
violence.  We had sample gun locks on hand.  Seventy people signed 
their support for our goals and we had many opportunities for con-
versations with men and women on the issue of gun violence prevention.

Our next project is cel-
ebrating Gun Violence 
Prevention Awareness 
Day, a national day of 
concern when the whole 
issue of gun violence will 
be raised throughout our 
nation.  It will be June 2, 
and we invite everyone to 
stand with us and wear 
orange as a sign of our 
desire to do something to 
end this epidemic which 
takes so many lives and 
causes so much suffering.

The idea of wearing orange comes from the experience of teen-agers in 
Chicago.  Their friend had walked in the Inaugural Parade in 20�2.   Only a few days later she was shot and killed 
in Chicago, her home town.  Her friends decided to honor her and, remembering that orange is used by hunters 
to protect them from being shot, they all decided to wear orange.  Moms Demand Action has chosen that color to 
continue their wish to protect one another from more gun deaths.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday evening, April 27, at 7 p.m. at the home of Elizabeth and Rod Snedeker, 
��479 Oakhurst Rd., Largo.  Tel. 7�7-596-78�3.  We will discuss what we will do on June 2.

Partners in Death:  the gOP and the nra
A summary of an article from THE HuFFiNgTON POST
By Richard North Patterson, novelist and contributing opinion writer
Summary by Rod Snedeker

Patterson begins his article by marshalling the staggering, stunning figures of our losses in life to our nation’s wars.  
Through our history nearly �.4 million Americans have died fighting on our behalf.
He then points out that in the last half century over �.5 million citizens have died to gun violence. year after year 
we lose roughly 30,000 people.  “Here there is no nobility, no consolation, no parades or speeches or monuments 

➢ Next page
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haMMering DOWn On 
The nra,  
by League of Women Voters Newsletter, 

submitted by glenn Paul.

What began as an onslaught of danger-
ous gun bills moving rapidly through the 
House and Senate Committee meetings 
ended with not one successful outcome. 
National Rifle Association (NRA) repre-
sentative Marion Hammer, the powerful 
icon of the gun lobby, ended the session 
with not one gun bill passed through the 
Legislature. 

Special thanks go to the diligent and 
committed work of the League’s Gun 
Safety Committee, chaired by our First 
Vice-President, Patti Brigham. Bills were 
introduced allowing guns on college 
campuses, the public carrying of guns 
openly, and adding more damaging pro-
visions to the current Stand your Ground 
law while placing greater burdens on our 
law enforcement officials charged with 
protecting the public. 

While some of these bills would already 
face resistance from powerful Senate 
members (Judiciary Chair Senator 
Miguel Diaz de la Portilla refused to 
hear two of the bills), there is no ques-

tion that the Courts’ determination to 
adopt the League Senate districts map for 
implementation in the upcoming election 
shined a bright light on the importance 
of public opposition. A clean sweep -- 
Campus Carry: dead, Open Carry: dead, 
SyG amendments: dead.  And the lesson: 
Voters are more valuable than campaign 
contributions. Congratulations to Patti 
Brigham and all of our League advocates. 
Well Done!

But apart from what the NRA preaches 
and the GOP believes, Patterson says the 
changes don’t come because the GOP is 
the NRA’s legislative arm.  And the NRA 
is the servant of the gun lobby—their ser-
vices bought and paid for at whatever the 
cost in human lives.

Since 20�0 the NRA and its allies have 
spent more than $46 million dollars in 
soft money to influence federal elections.   
In 20�5 it spent $32.5 million in lobbying.  
Most all of it went to Republicans.  And 
in return the NRA has gotten anything 
it wants.

The Republicans opposed strength-
ening the laws on background checks.  
Current laws exempts gun shows and 
internet sales—roughly 40% of gun sales.  
That’s millions of gun sales every year.  
Rubio and Cruz were against strengthen-
ing background checks.  Shamefully only 
days after the San Bernadino shooting 
killed �4 people, the House and Senate 
considered a bill that would have blocked 
the sale of guns to persons on the terrorist 
list.  After the NRA announced its oppo-
sition to the bill, 24� Republicans in the 
House and 53 of 54 Republicans in the 
Senate opposed the bill.

As part of his program to reduce gun 
violence President Obama suggested an 
increase in the funding for mental health 
programs designed to identify and help 
people who were potentially dangerous.  
The Republicans in the Senate killed it.

For over twenty years Republicans have 
banned the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention from conducting basic 
research into gun violence and its impact 
on Public Health.  They extended the ban 
in December, 20�5. 

or national days of remembrance; 
nothing but the indelible stain of 
mindless butchery and private 
sorrow.”

In the first months of 20�6 we 
have already had 28 mass shoot-
ings where four or more persons 
have died and added Kalamazoo 
and Hesston, Kansas to our litany 
of shame.  And nothing changes.

yet the majority of Americans 
want this carnage to stop.  90% of 
Americans support background 
checks.
So why no change?

Patterson continues with a look 
at Republican Party presiden-
tial candidates.  He quotes Cruz 
as saying that we don’t stop bad 
guys by taking away our guns; you 
stop them by using our guns.  A 
free and armed citizenry is how 
we keep America safe.  Rubio 
asserted that gun laws fail every-
where they’re tried. And Trump 
suggests that the only solution to 
gun violence is for Americans to 
carry guns wherever they go.   And 
they mean it.  Cruz and Rubio 
both voted against expanded 
background checks. Both opposed 
banning high-capacity magazines.  
There is not a single measure to 
reduce the toll of death that they 
support.  Patterson suggests they 
hide behind excuses that do not 
stand up under scrutiny.

For instance: for every justifiable 
homicide (in self-defense) there are 
32 criminal gun deaths, leading 
the Violence Policy Center to con-
clude “The reality of self-defense 
gun use bears no resemblance to 
the exaggerated claims of the gun 
lobby and the gun industry.”  And 
further, a Boston University study 
concluded “in states where gun 
ownership is higher, more women 
are killed by people they know.

Patterson then notes that while 
the proposed legislation seeks to 
follow the patterns used to reduce 
smoking and to make driving an 

➢from previous page

automobile safer, that is, to keep guns 
out of the hands of the sick and the 
dangerous, to make guns safer to own 
and use, to collect data on gun deaths 
in order to create proper safeguards, 
and he says accurately no proposed 
legislation seeks to take away the right 
to bear arms.

Again and again the NRA and the 
GOP use a “slippery slope” notion to 
fight against legislation.  Any legisla-
tion, they argue, moves us once step 
more towards banning ownership of 
guns.  He states: “Bereft of rational 
arguments and terrified of fact, they 
traffic in demagoguery and para-
noia.  The NRA’s propaganda marks 
the absolute bottom of American 
discourse.—rooted in fear, fomented 
by hysteria, dependent on lies and, 
in some cases, fueled by fantasies of 
blowing away ‘the other’  •

➢ Next page
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In 2004 Republicans allowed the ban on the 
sale of assault weapons to expire.  As a result 
gun manufacturers are aggressively pushing 
military-style weapons. “As close as you can 
get without enlisting.”  

When President Obama proposed through 
executive order to strengthen background 
checks, Rubio announced that Obama was 
obsessed with gun control.  Families have a 
“God-given right” to protect themselves, he 
said.  On his first day in office he promised 
these orders would be gone.

Mitch McConnell when asked if he would 
permit a vote on the Supreme Court nomi-
nee, Merrick Garland, he responded: “I can’t 
imagine that a Republican majority in the 
United States Senate would want to confirm, 
in a lame duck session, a nominee opposed by 
the National Rifle Association.”

Patterson concludes: “The annals of 
American politics are rife with self-serving 
hypocrisy.  But the Republicans’ cowardly and 
contemptible servitude to the NRA stands 
alone in its cravenness and in its costs: the 
death and maiming of so many thousands of 
Americans, year after year, shattering fami-
lies and inflicting the stain of violence on our 
country.  And the GOP’s only answer is to 
promise us more.” •

Sen. Tom Lee (left) asks that sup-
porters of this year’s fracking bill do 
so on the public record, rather than 
in private meetings.  (Ed note: Sorry 
for the arrow on Sen. Lee.)

FRACKING IN FLORIDA from 
League of Women Voters Newsletter 
(submitted by Glenn Paul)

A bill allowing the establishment of 
fracking regulations and overriding local bans or prohibition, was slated to be 
voted on in the Senate in the waning days of the 20�5 regular session. 

Senator Garrett Richter’s fracking bill was one of those that were caught in the 
broken cycle. Senator Richter stated during numerous committee presentations 
this session that the bill would be law if not for the aborted end of the 20�5 ses-
sion, implying there should be no reasonable resistance this time around. And 
indeed, the bill was moving through committee after committee hearing filled 
with standing-room-only opposition, passing along party lines. Then, shortly 
after new Senate voting district maps were adopted by the Court, something 
unexpected happened:

The final committee stop was Senator Tom Lee’s Appropriations Committee, 
where the bill stalled, was heard, was defeated, was called back for reconsidera-
tion, and finally, recognizing the waning desire to have a vote for fracking on 
Senator’s records, withdrawn and declared dead for the 20�6 session.  •

➢from previous page       Environmental News

from Union of Concerned scientists

Our forests are disappearing. year after year bulldozers, chainsaws, and 
manmade fires destroy tropical forests, releasing suffocating smog and 
massive amounts of global warming emissions into the air. The destruction 
relentlessly encroaches on the homes of endangered species and vulnerable 
local communities.

To get to the bottom of this devastation, we pulled together the latest 
science to uncover the primary drivers of tropical forest destruction. Our 
research shows that the production of just four goods—beef, soy, palm 
oil, and wood products—causes the majority of tropical deforestation 
today.

In a single decade, the tropical countries that produce most of these items 
cut down enough forest to fill the state of Montana. This is inexcusable. All 
four of these goods are possible to produce without deforestation. We can 
stop the destruction, but first we need as many people as possible to join 
the fight.

Companies using these goods in their products have the power to stop the devastation. In the last few years, we’ve joined hun-
dreds of thousands of customers to convince more than 20 companies to commit to buy only deforestation-free palm oil. However, 
too many companies still cannot ensure that none of their products are causing deforestation.

Ed. Note: Sometime take a look at ingredients of products you purchase and see PALM OIL. •
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    In most respects, the meaning of the “Advice and 
Consent” clause is obvious. The Senate can always grant 
or withhold consent by voting on the nominee. The nar-

rower question, starkly presented by the 
Garland nomination, is what to make of 
things when the Senate simply fails to per-
form its constitutional duty. 

    It is altogether proper to view a deci-
sion by the Senate not to act, as a waiver 
of its right to provide advice and consent. 
(Ed. Note: Is it??) As the Supreme Court 
has said, “ ‘No procedural principle is more 
familiar to this Court than that a constitu-
tional right, ‘may be forfeited in criminal 
as well as civil cases by the failure to make 
timely assertion of the right before a tribu-

nal having jurisdiction to determine it.’ ” 

    It is in full accord with traditional notions of waiver 
to say that the Senate, having been given a reasonable 
opportunity to provide advice and consent to the presi-
dent with respect to the nomination of Garland, and hav-
ing failed to do so, can fairly be deemed to have waived 
its right. 

    The president should advise the Senate that he will 
deem its failure to act by a specified reasonable date in 
the future to constitute a deliberate waiver of its right to 
give advice and consent. What date? The historical aver-
age between nomination and confirmation is 25 days; the 
longest wait has been �25 days. That suggests that 90 days 
is a perfectly reasonable amount of time.  Obama could 
then conclude that it has waived its right to participate 
in the process, and he could exercise his appointment 
power by naming Garland to the Supreme Court.

    Presumably the Senate would then bring suit chal-
lenging the appointment. This should not be viewed as 
a constitutional crisis but rather as a healthy dispute 
between the president and the Senate. This kind of thing 
has happened before. In �932, the Supreme Court ruled 
that the Senate did not have the power to rescind a con-
firmation vote after the nominee had already taken office. 
More recently, the court determined that recess appoint-
ments by the president were no longer proper because 
the Senate no longer took recesses.  It would break the 
logjam in our system to have this dispute decided by the 
Supreme Court (presumably with Garland recusing him-
self). We could restore a sensible system of government if 
it were accepted that the Senate has an obligation to act 
on nominations in a reasonable period of time.  •

Obama can appoint Merrick garland 
to the Supreme court if the Senate 
does nothing•

Supreme Court nominee Merrick 
garland, left, meets with Sen. Rich-
ard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), a mem-
ber of the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee. (Associated Press) 

By gregory L. Diskant April 8 

gregory L. Diskant is a senior partner 
at the law firm of Patterson Belknap 
Webb & Tyler and a member of the 
national governing board of Common 
Cause. 

On Nov. �2, �975, while I was serving as a clerk to Supreme 
Court Justice Thurgood Marshall, Justice William O. Douglas 
resigned. On Nov. 28, President Gerald R. Ford nominated 
John Paul Stevens for the vacant seat. Nineteen days after 
receiving the nomination, the Senate voted 98 to 0 to confirm 
the president’s choice. Two days later, I had the pleasure of 
seeing Ford present Stevens to the court for his swearing-in. 
The business of the court continued unabated. There were no 
4-to-4 decisions that term. 

    Today, the system seems to be broken. Both parties are 
at fault, seemingly locked in a death spiral to outdo the other 
in outrageous behavior. Now, the Senate has simply refused 
to consider President Obama’s nomination of Judge Merrick 
Garland to the Supreme Court. Meanwhile, dozens of nomi-
nations to federal judgeships and executive offices are pend-
ing before the Senate, many for more than a year. Our system 
prides itself on its checks and balances, but there seems to 
be no balance to the Senate’s refusal to perform its constitu-
tional duty. 

    The Constitution glories in its ambiguities however, and 
it is possible to read its language to deny the Senate the right 
to pocket veto the president’s nominations. Start with the 
appointments clause of the Constitution. It provides that the 
president “shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Senate, shall appoint . . . Judges of the Supreme 
Court, and all other Officers of the United States.” Note that 
the president has two powers: the power to “nominate” and 
the separate power to “appoint.” In between the nomination 
and the appointment, the president must seek the “Advice 
and Consent of the Senate.” What does that mean, and what 
happens when the Senate does nothing? 

      ISSuES



Page ��   Volume 8 Number 4    April, 20�6

State &  County 

For the most up-to-date information on your Federal, State, and county 
representatives  including all contact information, go to :
http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

“Six amendments:  how and 
Why We Should change the 
constitution.” 
A Book review 

by Heidi Sanchez 

John Paul Stevens, 
appointed to the 
Supreme Court by 
President Ford in 
�975, has remained 
active since his 
retirement at the 
end of the Court’s 
term in June 20�0.  
He frequently gives 
speeches, and has 
written two books.  I recently read the sec-
ond one, published in 20�4, entitled “Six 
Amendments:  How and Why We Should 
Change the Constitution.”

The book proposes three new amend-
ments and changes to one provision in the 
Constitution and to two existing amend-
ments.  He offers solutions to what he 
believes are significant problems in our 
society, including gun ownership, financ-
ing of elections, gerrymandering and the 
death penalty.

The book’s preface gives an overview of 
the Constitution and Amendments (and 
an Appendix, 32 of the book’s total of �66 
pages, contains the complete text for easy 
reference), and describes the cumbersome 
process of proposing and adopting amend-
ments.  Stevens believes that the changes he 
proposes are so critical that the difficulties 
of the amendment process can and should 
be overcome.

His first suggested change, to 
Article VI of the Constitution, is a response 
to a �997 decision by the Court, Printz v 
US, which announced a rule prohibiting 
Congress from requiring state officials 

other than judges to perform 
federal duties.  The case dealt 
with the Brady Act’s require-
ment that a national instant 
background check system 
(for gun purchases) be estab-
lished including grants to the 
states for their assistance.  The 
Supreme Court struck down 
that requirement as a viola-
tion of the Supremacy Clause 
of Article VI which states:  
“This Constitution, and the 
Laws of the United States, … 

shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and 
the Judges in every State shall be bound 
thereby, any Thing in the Constitution 
or Laws of any State to the Contrary not-
withstanding.”  Stevens proposes adding, 
after the word “Judges,” “and other public 
officials.”  

He argues that this change would enable 
the federal government to mandate coop-
eration of the states (not just Judges, but 
other public officials) to protect the public 
welfare, including background checks of 
prospective gun purchasers, mandatory 
inoculations of children, and respond-
ing to national emergencies and natural 
disasters.

The second proposed change 
would deal with gerrymandering which 
all too often has been conducted, as we 
have witnessed here in Florida, with polit-
ical objectives.  To remedy this problem, 
Justice Stevens proposes the adoption of a 
new amendment:

“Districts represented by members of 
Congress, or by members of any state 
legislative body, shall be compact and 
composed of contiguous territory.  The 
state shall have the burden of justifying 
any departures from this requirement 
by reference to neutral criteria such as 
natural, political, or historic boundaries 
or demographic changes.  The interest 
in enhancing or preserving the politi-
cal power of the party in control of the 
state government is not such a neutral 
criterion.”

(Ed. Note.  If you read this Newsletter, 
you know all about this problem in 
Florida.)

The third issue Stevens 
addresses, a current very hot topic in 
this year’s election, is campaign finance 
(Justice Stevens wrote an 86 page dis-
sent to the Court’s majority decision in 
Citizens United).  He opposes an outright 
ban on expenditures by corporations and 
foreign nationals in electoral contests, but 
argues for reasonable limitations, stating 
“it is unwise to allow persons who are 
not qualified to vote--whether they are 
corporations or nonresident individuals-
-to have a potentially greater power to 
affect the outcome of elections than eli-
gible voters have.”  He says that Justices 
past and present agree with him (nam-
ing Souter, Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor, 
and Kagan), and we know that President 
Obama does as well.  Some of us might 
prefer an outright ban, but at a minimum 
unlimited spending should be prohib-
ited.  His suggested amendment, which 
would also address spending by wealthy 
candidates themselves, is:

“Neither the First Amendment, nor any 
other provision of this Constitution shall 

be construed to prohibit the Congress 
or any state from imposing reasonable 

➢ Next page
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limits on the amount of money that candi-
dates for public office, nor their support-
ers, may spend in election campaigns.”

The next topic Justice Stevens 
addresses is Sovereign Immunity, 
which has been interpreted to protect 
the states (including their funded institu-
tions like hospitals and universities) and 
their employees, including state police, 
from private litigation.  He proposes 
the following amendment:  “Neither 
the Tenth Amendment, the Eleventh 
Amendment, nor any other provision of 
this Constitution, shall be construed to 
provide any state, state agency, or state 
officer with an immunity from liability 
for violating any act of Congress, or any 
provision of this Constitution.”

Justice Stevens opposes the 
death penalty, considering it immoral 
as well as not needed to prevent life-long 
incarcerated prisoners from committing 
additional acts or as a deterrent to oth-
ers.  He also believes that executing inno-
cents, no matter how few in number, can-
not be justified.  In response, he proposes 
amending the Eighth Amendment to add a 
phrase at the end: “Excessive bail shall not 
be required, nor excessive fines imposed, 
nor cruel and unusual punishments such 
as the death penalty inflicted.”

The final issue Justice Stevens 
addresses returns to the prob-
lem of gun violence.    

He dissented in the 2008 District of 
Columbia v Heller decision of the Court 
which recognized (or established) the 
right of private citizens to keep a hand-
gun at home for self-defense (even that 
decision did not suggest that the Second 
Amendment allows for unlimited gun 
ownership and carrying, as many on the 
extreme right of politics contend).  It did 
not allow for concealed carrying, carrying 
in sensitive places like schools, or licens-
ing of convicted felons or the mentally ill, 
for example.

Justice Stevens firmly believes that the 
Founding Fathers never intended a pri-
vate right of gun ownership and use, but 
rather that the intent was to protect the 
states’ ability to form a militia to protect 

themselves.  He proposes revising the 
Second Amendment to include the fol-
lowing highlighted wording, which he 
says would make it unambiguously con-
form to the original intent of its drafts-
men:  “A well-regulated Militia, being 
necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear 
Arms when serving in the Militia shall 
not be infringed.”

The amendment process does not 
have to be limited to one proposal at a 
time.  Just as the first ten Amendments 
were adopted (the Bill or Rights), all six 
of Stevens’ suggested changes could be 
considered simultaneously.  He main-
tains, at the end of his Prologue, “As 
time passes, I am confident that the 
soundness of each of my proposals will 
become more and more evident, and 
that ultimately each will be adopted.  
The purpose of this book is to expedite 
that process and to avoid future crises 
before they occur.”  •

➢from previous page

eDucaTiOn neWS,  
From the League of Women Voters News-
letter, 

submitted by glenn 
Paul

Is Florida’s public 
school system about edu-
cational competency, or 
corporate greed? The 
20�6 Legislative Session 
began with a continua-
tion of the decade-long 
attack on Florida’s pub-
lic school system. Last 
year saw the passage of 
the corporate tax diver-
sion to voucher schools 
of choice -- “schools” 
that are not held to the 
same teaching or assess-
ment standards, are 
often religious in nature, 
and do not require 
certified teachers in the classrooms. 
Meanwhile, our public schools suffer 
from underfunding.

As numbers of education bills lined 
up for consideration in the ongoing 
battle between investing in Florida’s 
traditional public school system or 
privately operated but publicly funded 
alternatives, Senate President Andy 
Gardiner laid down the gauntlet on 
what the Senate would allow: President 
Gardner reported on Florida Face to 
Face that the Senate took a look at the 
charter school system and saw a grow-
ing business. He said the upper cham-
ber was interested in getting charter 
schools back to their roots of meeting 
the unmet needs of school districts.

However, the Education “train” 
took on a life of its own, disallowing 
public scrutiny, transparency, or hon-
est debate. Please read the following 
assessment of this bill provided by 
LWVF Board member and former 
Senator Paula Dockery:

“When bills are in danger of stall-
ing, they are often added (amended) 
to another bill (vehicle) that is mov-
ing. When that vehicle starts picking 
up numerous quasi-related issues, it 
becomes a train. Legislators use these 

trains to 
force the 
o t h e r 
c h a m b e r 
to accept 
something 
they don’t 
want by 
at taching 
it to some-
thing they 
do. These 
bills are 
d i f f i c u l t 
to follow 
and often 
c o l l a p s e 
u n d e r 
their own 

weight. For 
this tactic to 
be effective, 
it needs to 

be timed perfectly so that under the 
pressure of running out of time, one 
side caves.

LWVF Board member and former Sena-
tor Paula Dockery:

➢ Next page
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HB 7029 turned into the education train. It started in the 
House as a 57-page charter school bill - a priority of state Rep. 
Erik Fresen, who has close ties to charter school management 
and construction companies. It ended up as one of the most con-
troversial and one of the least transparent mega-                    bills 
of the session.

State Sen. Don Gaetz was the conductor loading it up. His 
original three-page bill grew to 89 pages when amended in a 
Senate committee, and then to �32 pages on the Senate floor. SB 
��66 - the Senate companion to the education train - absorbed 
education issues from perhaps 20 other bills.

How could legislators possibly know what they were voting 
for? The bill -- with its massive changes -- bounced back and 
forth between the two chambers three times over the session’s 
last three days.

It passed late on the last day of session without the public 
having a meaningful opportunity for comment. •

health news
Here’s How successful 
Obamacare Has Been 
in getting Americans 
insurance, in One Chart

by Cory Herro Apr 7, 2016 12:05 pm 
submitted by Bob glass

The uninsured rate has plunged to 
the lowest rate ever recorded by Gallup, 
thanks to the Affordable Care Act’s 
effort to expand coverage to additional 
Americans. 

Gallup has been track-
ing the uninsured rate since 
2008. Eight years later, the 
rate of Americans with-
out insurance now stands 
at �� percent — down 6.� 
points since early 20�4, when 
Obamacare’s individual man-
date that required Americans 
to to enroll in health insur-
ance first took effect.

Gallup researchers credit 
this first quarter drop to 
health insurance purchased 
through Obamacare’s gov-
ernment-run exchanges. 

These exchanges usually provide the cheapest plans, 
according to a 20�5 federal report.

According to Gallup, people of color and young adults 
have experienced the largest declines in their uninsured 
rates — a that trend researchers credit to the individual 
mandate, the expansion of Medicaid, and the provision 
allowing young adults to stay on their parents’ plan 
until age 26. young adults between the ages �8 of 34 
tend to be the healthiest age group, so their inclusion 
in insurance pools also helps offset the risk added by 
policyholders with preexisting conditions.

Since President Obama first signed his landmark 
health care reform law six years ago, researchers have 
observed a consistent decline in the rate of uninsured 
Americans, suggesting the law is succeeding in its main 
goal of expanding health care to people who didn’t 
previously have it. Last month, Obama announced 
that some 20 million Americans have gained coverage 
under the law.

There’s also evidence that Obamacare is helping the 
most vulnerable Americans gain access to 

health care. Now that the law provides more 
options for Americans to get insured, the 
number of poor people and sick people with-
out insurance has plummeted.  •

➢from previous page
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

•

•

•

•

•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club members 
are an interested, involved, informed - and opinionated - bunch.  
And providing a forum for all that “good stuff” is an important 
function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages articles and 
letters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every attempt 
to publish factual information, and who encourage the free 
exchange of information and opinions. It should include input 
from all of us.  However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed 
by contributors may not necessarily reflect those of the club. Please 
send submissions to newsletter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@
gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be inter-
ested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is:    loisfries@
gmail.com   •

What do we include in the Newsletter?

chAnge, yeS we cAn

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?

http://lmp-progressivecommittee.ruck.us/


