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From the President’s Desk 

by Mary Lou Ambrose

Happy New 
Year! The 
Holidays are 
over and 20�6 
has begun. 
Every time we 
elect a President, 
we are told that 
we are facing 
the most impor-

tant election of our lifetime. It cannot 
always be true. But this year it could 
well be true.

In 20�2 we had Michelle Bachmann, 
the “Pizza Guy”, Mike Huckabee and 
other crazies land at the top of the polls 
then fall back in the ratings. While it 
was somewhat scary, it was also enter-
tainment because we were all sure that 
in the end the nomination would go 
to Mitt Romney. While he was not a 
candidate most of us could vote for, 
he was the best of a group of terrible 
candidates.

In 20�6 we can’t be sure of anything. 
There is no one in the Republican 
Clown Car who should be President. 
In my book, Governor Kasich is the 
only sane person there, but he is 
not someone I would like to see as 
President. The obsession with Donald 
Trump is beyond crazy. He spews hate 
and bigotry. He defies the truth, mak-
ing up accusation and offering sim-
plistic remedies which cannot possibly 
work. His favorite line is “I’m good at 
this.” The really terrifying thing is the 
masses of people who not only show 
up for his rallies, but say they would 
vote for this egocentric bully. I talk to 
people who are Republicans and some 
who are Democrats, who have favor-
able things to say about him. These 
people are certainly not Progressive, 
but they are people whom I thought 
were intelligent and knowledgeable. 

Donald Trump has found the least 
common denominator in the vot-
ing public. He exposes and expands 
the hate and bigotry hidden in some 
average citizens who buy into his 
rants and who accepts his lies and 
baseless promises without question. 
The really unbelievable thing is the 
constant free press which enables 
this multimillionaire to carry his 
message far and wide. MSNBC which 
used to espouse Progressive beliefs 
recently covered a predictably hate-
filled Trump speech and ignored the 
Town Hall Meeting where President 
Obama was taking on questions. 
They played a tape of the President’s 
Town Hall after the main viewing 
hours. I expect Fox to carry the lies 
Trump spews, but MSNBC is not a 
lot better. New ownership has turned 
it quite Conservative. (As an aside, 
in an earlier letter I said the MSNBC 
was owned by Murdock, but I mis-
spoke. I apologize for my error and 

Our next club meeting
Please mark your calendars 

for our next meeting, Monday, 
January 18 at 7:15 P.M. at the  
Acropol Restaurant 1170 Starkey 
Rd., Largo.

Dr. Larry FLoriani will be our fea-
tured speaker.  Dr. Floriani is a board 
certified Orthopedic Surgeon in clini-
cal practice for 36 years.  He is cur-
rently Florida Deputy State Director 
for Doctors for America as well as 
Vice Chair of the Pinellas County 
Democratic Party.  As an expert on 
the Affordable Care Act including 
Medicaid expansion he is also a lead-
ing advocate for affordable health care 
for all and has lectured extensively on 
these two programs over the past five 
years.

➢ Next page
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Sen. Bill Nelson  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco Rubio  (R)
 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

Rep. David Jolly (R)

(727) 392-4100  or (727) 823-
8900 or  (202) 225-5961
Email: https://jolly.house.gov/contact/

email-me

Rep. Cathy Castor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R)

(727) 940-5860 or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.
house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 
Delegation

Next Meeting, Jan 18  Please join us to hear to hear Dr. Larry Floriani 
talk about Medicaid Expansion in Florida:

   What it is.
   Why we don’t have it.
   Ideas for how we can get it!

     The meeting will be at 7:15 P.M. At the Acropol Restaurant  
      1170 Starkey Rd., Largo

➢from previous page

appreciate Heidi Sanchez bringing it 
to my attention.)

Then there is Senator Cruz, the man 
who most people believe was the force 
behind the government closing down 
as well as other bills damaging the 
American people. Under the guidance 
of his ultra right wing father, Rafael, 
who calls Ted an “Anointed One”, he has 
taken the religious right to a new level. 
Ted has been labeled as a believer in 
Dominionism, a sector of Christianity 
which preaches that Christians should 
accrue as much wealth as possible, and 
that Christians should take dominion 
over the earth. I don’t know about 
you, but this scares the heck out of 
me. The Crusades come to mind. 
Cruz clearly has a right to follow the 
religion of his personal choice, but he 
does not have the right to require oth-
ers to be ruled by his choice. He con-
stantly talks about acting under the 
Constitution, completely forgetting 
that the Forefathers, having largely left 
England because the Church and the 
State were one, they were strong sup-
porters of the Separation of Church 
and State.  While Trump would be 
a disaster as President, Cruz is even 
more frightening.

On the Democratic side, there are no 
offices for Hillary, Bernie or O’Malley 
here in the Tampa Bay area that I can 
find, even though the Primary elec-
tion is on March �5th. The debates are 
minimal and scheduled at times that 
many people are not at home to watch. 
Every candidate is working on Iowa, 
New Hampshire, and South Carolina. 
(I simply do not understand why those 
States are so powerful in choosing 
presidential candidates that candi-
dates spend months trying to appeal 

to the people there, generally ignoring 
the other 47 states until those votes are 
counted. These are not exactly states 
made up of a cross section of America.) 
The Republican Party of Florida also 
made what many now be considered a 
massive blunder. Assuming that Jeb! 
would take the state in the Primary, 
they changed the rule that candidates 
would win delegates proportionately 
to a winner take all primary. Well, the 
odds against Jeb! winning the Florida 
Primary are small and none. According 
to the news, Trump is trending in 
Florida. Is it actually possible that we 
could hand him a huge part of the votes 
needed in the Electoral College? I hope 
not, but fear so.

There is obviously a lot of work 
for Democrats between now and 
November. We simply cannot allow 
whomever the Republican nominee 
turns out to be win the general elec-
tion. Because of the redistricting deci-
sion here in Florida, we have the first 
chance in many years to even up the 
balance of power in Tallahassee. It 
is my hope that the State Party will 
encourage good candidates to run in 
all the Florida Districts and back them 
financially. We must get behind every 
Democratic candidate from President 
to County and City offices, whether or 
not they are our first choice. I hear a lot 
of rumbling about Hillary proponents 
saying they will not vote for Bernie, 
much less work for him and vice versa. 
We cannot do that. I can’t think of a 
Republican who would be a better can-
didate than a Democrat. We must get 
as many Democrats elected as possible. 
At least we will not be bored in 20�6.  
•
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PC DEC  News

Things
To
Do

MONDAY, JANuArY 18 
 
LARGO/MID-PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB
7:15 -8:45 P.M.

Acropol Restaurant 
��70 Starkey Rd., Largo, 
FL United States

Greater Tarpon Springs 
Democratic Club 

7:00 - 9:00 PM 

Walton Community Center
400 Walton Ave
Tarpon Springs

TUESDAY , JANUARY 19 

PALM HArBOr 
DEMOCrATIC CLuB

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

The Center of Palm Harbor 
�500 �6th Street (Meeting Room B)  
Palm Harbor, FL

DISTrICT 69 MEETING

7:00 PM- 8:30 PM

Neptune’s Grill 
   500� Shore Blvd S 
   Gulfport, FL

 

mONDAY , FEBRUARY 1

GuLFPOrT DEMOCrATIC CLuB

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Neptune Grill 
500� Shore Blvd S 
Gulfport, FL 33797

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3

 
ST. PETE DEMS CLuB

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

St. Pete Hilton Restaurant
33 �st St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL   

wEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10

PC DEC ExECuTIvE 
BOArD MEETING

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

PINELLAS COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC HEADqUARTERS

2250 First Avenue North,  
St. Petersburg, FL 337�3 l

ThurSDAY, JANUARY 28 

PINELLAS COuNTY DEMOCrATIC 
PArTY HISPANIC CAuCuS

6:00 - 7:00 P.M.

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, �2600 Roosevelt 
Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg

DEC – PINELLAS DEMOCrATIC 
PArTY MEETING

7;00 - 9:00 P.M.

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, �2600 Roosevelt 
Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg

wEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20

DEMOCrATIC ENvIrON-
MENTAL CAuCuS (wEST 
CENTrAL CHAPTEr)

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, St. 
Petersburg, FL 337�3

mONDAY, JANUARY 25
DEMOCrATIC wOMEN’ S 
CLuBS OF uPPEr PINELLAS 

11:00 - 1:00 P.M.

Safety Harbor Library 
  �0� 2nd Street 
  Safety Harbor, FL 34695 

ThurSDAY, JANUARY 21 

STONEwALL DEMOCrATS 
OF PINELLAS COuNTY

7:00  -- 8:30 PM

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North,  
St. Petersburg, FL 337�3 l
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     Club News
 

Pinellas County Commissioner Charlie Justice was the featured speaker at our November meeting.   See article under 
Political News for the message Chairman Justice left with us.

Some of our members attended a campaign kick-off for April Thanos, running for a Gulfport Commission Seat : 
below are Judy Sellers, Wanda Schwerer, April Thanos, Raemona Mae Clark, Ginny Nelson and Kathleen Jamison.
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 Political News

Recent Accomplishments of the Pinellas County Board of County 
Commissioners
 As provided by Commission Chair Charlie Justice:

Fluoride returned to public drinking water
Domestic Partnership policy implemented countywide
Gender expression protections added to human rights ordinance
Recycling rates in Pinellas increased �5%
Expansion of Mobile Medical Unit to provide care for homeless
Begin construction of health clinic to serve homeless/indigent at Safe Harbor
Secured grants to implement traffic timing devices to improve traffic flow
Opened new affordable senior housing facility
Balanced Budget. Staffing levels maintained at same levels as late �980’s.
Animal Services improved. Better operations. Higher adoption rate
5 Year contracts signed with �8 Fire/EMS providers resolving years of disputes
Improved staffing at Veterans services office providing better response for local veterans
Used some bed tax dollars to nourish Treasure Island & Upham beaches
Transferred 24,000 tons of landfill to the Waste to Energy Plant
Tourism rates increased resulting in $9 bilion economic impact for Pinellas
Ft. Desoto batteries and buildings designated Places of Historical Significance
Pinellas designated as Certified Local Government by Department of State for Historic 
Preservation
Opened Public Safety Complex. Built to withstand CAT 5 hurricanes - keeps commitment of Penny 
promise
Launched updated “Doing things for you App” to provide better constituent services
Pinellas maintains the lowest per capita bond debt of all large FL counties
Planted over 60,000 sea oats at Ft Desoto dunes
Partner with Tampa Bay Estuary Program to improve quality of Tampa Bay to �950’s levels
Created the Lealman Community Redvelopment Area - first of its kind in unincorporated county 
to tackle poverty zone
Partnering with MEOW NOW, Humane Society to improve quality of life for Pinellas pets
Initiating Wage Theft ordinance to add protections for employees
Utilizing state law to implement additional warnings/protections for victims of human trafficking
Land purchased to expand Joe’s Creek Park in Lealman
And we’re just getting started. 

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Commissioners Pat Gerard, 
Janet Long and Charlie Justice 

at the kick-off for Charlie’s 
3016 re-election campaign

Judy Sellers, Wanda Schwerer, Ginny 
Nelson and Kathleen Jamison 

Commissioner Justice speaking to the attendees
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Why are some Americans 
dying young, and who are 
they?
By Fareed Zakaria Opinion writer Decem-
ber 31, 2015, 

submitted by Bob Glass 

Why is Middle America killing itself? 
The fact itself is probably the most impor-
tant social science finding in years. It is 
already reshaping American politics. The 
Post’s Jeff Guo notes that the people who 
make up this cohort are “largely respon-
sible for Donald Trump’s lead in the 
race for the Republican nomination for 
president.” The key question is why, and 
exploring it provides answers that sug-
gest that the rage dominating U.S. poli-
tics will only get worse.

For decades, people in rich countries 
have lived longer. But in a well-known 
paper, economists Angus Deaton and 
Anne Case found that over the past �5 
years, one group — middle-age whites in 
the United States — constitutes an alarm-
ing trend. They are dying in increasing 
numbers. And things look much worse 
for those with just a high school diploma 
or less. There are concerns about the 
calculations, but even a leading critic of 
the paper has acknowledged that, how-
ever measured, “the change compared to 
other countries and groups is huge.” 

The main causes of death are as strik-
ing as the fact itself: suicide, alcohol-
ism, and overdoses of prescription and 
illegal drugs. “People seem to be killing 
themselves, slowly or quickly,” Deaton 
told me. These circumstances are usually 
caused by stress, depression and despair. 
The only comparable spike in deaths in 
an industrialized country took place 
among Russian males after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, when rates of alco-
holism skyrocketed.

A conventional explanation for this 
middle-class stress and anxiety is that 
globalization and technological change 
have placed increasing pressures on the 
average worker in industrialized nations. ➢ Next page

      ISSuES

But the trend is absent in any other 
Western country — it’s an exclusively 
American phenomenon. And the United 
States is actually relatively insulated from 
the pressures of globalization, having 
a vast, self-contained internal market. 
Trade makes up only 23 percent of the 
U.S. economy, compared with 7� percent 
in Germany and 45 percent in France. 

Deaton speculated to me that perhaps 
Europe’s more generous welfare state 
might ease some of the fears associated 
with the rapid change. Certainly he 
believes that in the United States, doctors 
and drug companies are far too eager to 
deal with physical and psychological pain 
by prescribing drugs, including powerful 
and addictive opioids. The introduction 
of drugs such as Oxycontin, a heroin-like 
prescription painkiller, coincides with 
the rise in deaths.

But why don’t we see the trend among 
other American ethnic groups? While 
mortality rates for middle-age whites 
have stayed flat or risen, the rates for 
Hispanics and blacks have continued to 
decline significantly. These groups live in 
the same country and face greater eco-
nomic pressures than whites. Why are 
they not in similar despair?

The answer might lie in expectations. 
Princeton anthropologist Carolyn Rouse 
suggested, in an email exchange, that 
other groups might not expect that their 
income, standard of living and social 
status are destined to steadily improve. 
They don’t have the same confidence 
that if they work hard, they will surely 
get ahead. In fact, Rouse said that after 
hundreds of years of slavery, segregation 
and racism, blacks have developed ways 
to cope with disappointment and the 
unfairness of life: through family, art, 
protest speech and, above all, religion.

“You have been the veterans of cre-
ative suffering,” Martin Luther King Jr. 
told African Americans in his “I Have 
a Dream” speech in �963: “Continue to 
work with the faith that unearned suf-
fering is redemptive.” Writing in �960, 

King explained the issue in personal 
terms: “As my sufferings mounted I soon 
realized that there were two ways that I 
could respond to my situation: either to 
react with bitterness or seek to transform 
the suffering into a creative force. . . . So 
like the Apostle Paul I can now humbly 
yet proudly say, ‘I bear in my body the 
marks of the Lord Jesus.’ ” The Hispanic 
and immigrant experiences in the United 
States are different, of course. But again, 
few in these groups have believed that their 
place in society is assured. Minorities, by 
definition, are on the margins. They do 
not assume that the system is set up for 
them. They try hard and hope to succeed, 
but they do not expect it as the norm. The 
United States is going through a great 
power shift. Working-class whites don’t 
think of themselves as an elite group. 
But, in a sense, they have been, certainly 
compared with blacks, Hispanics, Native 
Americans and most immigrants. They 
were central to America’s economy, its 
society, indeed its very identity. They are 
not anymore. Donald Trump has prom-
ised that he will change this and make 
them win again. But he can’t. No one can. 
And deep down, they know it.   •

What is the TPP?  Do 
your own evaluation.  
(Ed. Note:  Obama and most Republicans 
favor it, most Democrats are opposed.  Here 
are some facts.)

The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is a 
free-trade agreement between the United 
States and �� other trading partners bor-
dering the Pacific Ocean. On October 4, 
20�5, negotiations between the countries 
were successfully concluded. It now has 
to go to each country’s legislature for 
approval.

The TPP is between Australia, Brunei 
Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, 
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➢ Next page
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Singapore, the United States, and 
Vietnam.

The TPP trade area is bigger than 
the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), currently the 
world’s largest. Current trade between 
the countries is $�.5 trillion in goods 
(20�2 estimate) and $242 billion in ser-
vices (20�� estimate).

 It would be slightly smaller than the 
other large regional trade agreement 
being negotiated, the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP) between the United States and 
the European Union.

Notably, the agreement excludes 
China. That’s deliberate. It’s meant to 
balance the trade dominance of both 
China and India in East Asia. It also 
provides a trade alliance that gives the 
United States an excuse to intervene 
in trade disputes in the oil-rich South 
China Sea. China has been beefing up 
its military to back its incursions in the 
area.

However, all parties have signaled 
that other members can join in the 
future. So far, the Philippines and 
China have indicated an interest.

Like most other trade agreements, it 
removes tariffs on goods and services 
and sets reciprocal trade quotas.

Unlike most agreements, but like the 
TTIP, it removes non-tariff blocks to 
trade and harmonizes regulations and 
statutes.

The TPP covers a broad range of 
goods and services, including finan-
cial services, telecommunications, and 
even food safety standards. In this way, 
it affects foreign policy and even laws 
within countries.

For example, it suggests that coun-
tries set up an agency like the U.S. 
Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs to analyze the costs and ben-
efits of new regulations.

PRoS 

The TPP boosts exports and economic 
growth, creating more jobs and prosperity 
for the �2 countries involved. It increases 
exports by $305 billion per year by 2025. 
U.S. exports would increase by $�23.5 bil-
lion, focusing on machinery, especially 
electrical, autos, plastics and agriculture 
industries.

It does this by removing �8,000 tar-
iffs placed on U.S. exports to the other 
countries. The United States has already 
removed 80% of these tariffs on foreign 
imports. The TPP evens the playing field.

The agreement adds $223 billion a year 
to incomes of workers in all the countries, 
with $77 billion of that going to U.S. work-
ers. (Source: US Trade Representative, 
TPP Fact Sheet)

All countries agreed to cut down on 
wildlife trafficking, especially elephants, 
rhinoceroses, and marine species. It 
prevents environmental abuses, such as 
unsustainable logging and fishing. Those 
that don’t will face trade penalties. 

ConS 

Most of the gains in income would go 
to workers making more than $88,000 a 
year. Free trade agreements contribute to 
income inequality in high-wage countries 
by promoting cheaper goods from low-
wage countries. 

That would be especially true of the 
TPP because it protects patents and copy-
rights. Therefore, the higher-paid owners 
of the intellectual property would receive 
more of the income gains.

The agreement regarding patents will 
reduce the availability of cheap gener-
ics, making many drugs more expen-
sive. Competitive business pressures will 
reduce the incentives in Asia to protect 
the environment. Last but not least, the 
trade agreement could supersede finan-
cial regulations. (Source: Public Citizen, 
Eyes on Trade, September �2, 20�3)

The Negotiators Overcame These 
Obstacles

There were five major areas that were 
sticking points that stood in the way of the 
deal. Here’s how they were overcome.

The United States agreed to shorter 
patents, especially for biologic drugs. 
Pharmaceutical companies can keep 
their formulas secret for five to seven 
years instead of �2 years.

All stated-owned enterprises must 
comply with global trade standards that 
protect their workers and the environ-
ment.  The United States had to overcome 
objections from Vietnam, Singapore, and 
Malaysia.  Those countries must now 
allow labor unions or face penalties.

The United States, Japan, and Canada 
will lose some tariff protection for dairy, 
beef and poultry producers. Farming 
subsidies received by U.S. and EU com-
panies prevented the success of the Doha 
round of trade talks held by the World 
Trade Organization.  

These countries also agreed to open up 
their automotive industries. That could 
cost local jobs while lowering the price of 
cars and trucks. (Source: Tokyo Offers to 
Cut Tariffs, Japan Times News, February 
2, 20�5)

The United States won the battle over 
the Investor-State Dispute Settlement 
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Mechanism. That gives foreign compa-
nies more rights to sue the government 
than their domestic companies have.  In 
return, the U.S. agreed to restrictions 
on the trade of tobacco. Cigarette com-
panies will no longer be allowed to use 
arbitration panels to sue countries that 
tax or otherwise restrict cigarette adver-
tising. (Source: “Sticking Points in the 
TPP Negotiations” Peterson Institute. 
“Trans-Pacific Partnership Trade Deal Is 
Reached,” The New York Times, October 
5, 20�5. “Negotiators Strike Pacific Trade 
Deal,” Financial Times , October 5, 
20�5)

Next Steps Each country’s legislature 
must ratify the agreement before it can 
go into effect. The U.S. Congress has 90 
days to review and debate the agreement. 
It can only vote “yes” or “no” on the deal. 
It cannot change any of the terms of the 
agreement. That’s because Congress gave 
the President the fast-track trade promo-
tion authority on June 29, 20�5.  •

➢from previous page

“Soto-my-ear.” At one point he quipped 
that he has a First Amendment right not 
to join the American Bar Association, 
“because virtually every word out of their 
mouth I disagree with.” Justice Samuel 
Alito guffawed. 

The argument was mostly for show, 
because there was little doubt the �977 
Abood decision will go down. This will 
make it easier for public-sector workers 
who benefit from collective bargaining but 
who don’t want to be in unions to avoid 
paying fees to the union, even for nonpo-
litical functions. Union finances will be 
further drained at a time when labor is 
historically weak.

Carvin spent his morning affirming the 
conservative justices. To Antonin Scalia: 
“You’re a thousand percent right, Your 
Honor.” To Anthony Kennedy: “Exactly, 
Your Honor.” To Alito: “Your recollection 
of history is correct.” 

And these conservative justices left no 
doubt where they stood. Chief Justice 
John Roberts dismissed as “really insig-
nificant” the unions’ argument about free 
riders. Scalia informed the union’s lawyer 
that his argument “doesn’t mean anything 
to me.” 

Breyer reminded his colleagues that 
when the court jettisons precedent, it’s 
usually to right an egregious or basic 
wrong, such as the Plessy v. Ferguson 
precedent justifying segregation. “I don’t 
see anything too basic in the lines you’re 
drawing,” he told Carvin.

Carvin invoked Thomas Jefferson, say-
ing the third president thought it “sinful 
and tyrannical” to require “people to give 
money which they don’t wish to give.”

It’s not known how Jefferson would have 
felt about public-sector unions. But what’s 
sinful and tyrannical is for billionaires 
to take over the electoral process and the 
government — and for the highest court 
in the land to take aim at the last remain-
ing counterweight. •

only real counterweight to Republican 
super PACs in this new era is union 
money. And the Supreme Court is about 
to attack that, too. 

The only question is how big a loss 
Friedrichs v. California Teachers 
Association will be for the unions. It’s vir-
tually certain to be another step toward 
American oligarchy. The court’s conser-
vative majority, setting aside a professed 
respect for precedent and states’ author-
ity, is putting a thumb on the scale of jus-
tice in favor of the wealthy donors who 
have purchased the GOP and much of 
the government.

Justice Stephen Breyer, one of the 
Democratic appointees, argued that 
there were good arguments on both sides 
of the case, but no compelling reason to 
“overrule a compromise that was worked 
out over 40 years and has lasted reason-
ably well.” Said Breyer: “I guess people 
could overrule our decisions just as eas-
ily. And you start overruling things, what 
happens to the country thinking of us as 
a kind of stability in a world that is tough 
because it changes a lot?”

The answer, of course, is Americans 
have already come to see the court as 
another political branch of government. 
Lawyer Michael Carvin, leading the 
anti-union side Monday, gave further 
justification for that impression. In front 
of the justices, he dismissed the notion 
“that anything could happen adversely” 
to unions as a result of the case. But then 
he went out to the Supreme Court plaza 
and, in front of a cheering crowd, told the 
truth: “It may limit their revenue some-
what, but of course they can compensate 
for that by being less involved in things 
like politics.”

And that’s exactly the goal. 

The huge political consequences of the 
case were unstated in the chamber, but 
the argument was at times as partisan as 
a debate on the House floor. Carvin fre-
quently interrupted and talked over the 
three female justices — classic “mans-
plaining,” as Slate’s Dahlia Lithwick 
observed from the press seats. Carvin 
referred to the other side’s argument as the 
“so-called opposition” and pronounced 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor’s surname as 

Citizen’s United
The roberts Court finds 
a new way to stack the 
deck in favor of the rich

Just in time for the 20�6 election, the 
Roberts Court has found yet another way 
to stack the deck in favor of the rich. 

By all appearances at Monday’s argu-
ment, the five Republican-appointed jus-
tices are ready to upend a 40-year prec-
edent guiding labor relations in favor of 
a new approach that will deplete public-
sector unions’ finances and reduce their 
political clout. The case, from California, 
involves arcane issues of “agency fees” 
and member opt-outs, but make no mis-
take: This is about campaign finance, 
and, in particular, propping up the 
Republican Party. 

Citizens United and other recent rul-
ings created the modern era of super 
PACs and unlimited political contribu-
tions by the wealthy. Because there are 
fewer liberal billionaires (and those who 
are politically active, such as George 
Soros and Tom Steyer, tend to shun super 
PACs in favor of their own projects) the 
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State &  County 

For the most up-to-date information on your Federal, State, and County 
representatives  including all contact information, Go to :
http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

Why Poor Areas 
Vote For Politicians 
Who Want To Slash 
The Safety Net 
by Alec MacGillis, Pro-
Publica, 11/20/2015, 

submitted by Frank Prahl  

(Ed. Note: This article is much longer 
than this reprint.  If you would like to see 
the whole article, see the source and date 
above.)

It is one of the central political puzzles 
of our time: Parts of the country that 
depend on the safety-net programs sup-
ported by Democrats are increasingly 
voting for Republicans who favor shred-
ding that net.

In his successful bid for the Senate in 
20�0, the libertarian Rand Paul railed 
against “intergenerational welfare” and 
said that “the culture of dependency 
on government destroys people’s spir-
its,” yet racked up winning margins in 
eastern Kentucky, a former Democratic 
stronghold that is heavily dependent on 
public benefits. Last year, Paul R. LePage, 
the fiercely anti-welfare Republican gov-
ernor of Maine, was re-elected despite a 
highly erratic first term — with strong 
support in struggling towns where many 
rely on public assistance. And earlier 
this month, Kentucky elected as gover-
nor a conservative Republican who had 
vowed to largely undo the Medicaid 
expansion that had given the state the 
country’s largest decrease in the unin-
sured under Obamacare, with roughly 
one in �0 residents gaining coverage.

It’s enough to give Democrats the wil-
lies as they contemplate a map where the 

red keeps seeping outward, confining 
them to ever narrower redoubts of blue. 
The temptation for coastal liberals is to 
shake their heads over those godforsaken 
white-working-class provincials who are 
voting against their own interests.

But this reaction misses the complex-
ity of the political dynamic that’s taken 
hold in these parts of the country. It 
misdiagnoses the Democratic Party’s 
growing conundrum with working-class 
white voters. And it also keeps us from 
fully grasping what’s going on in com-
munities where conditions have dete-
riorated to the point where researchers 
have detected alarming trends in their 
mortality rates.

In eastern Kentucky and other former 
Democratic bastions that have swung 
Republican in the past several decades, 
the people who most rely on the safety-
net programs secured by Democrats are, 
by and large, not voting against their own 
interests by electing Republicans. Rather, 
they are not voting, period. They have, as 
voting data, surveys and my own report-
ing suggest, become profoundly discon-
nected from the political process.

The people in these communities who 
are voting Republican in larger propor-
tions are those who are a notch or two 
up the economic ladder — the sheriff’s 
deputy, the teacher, the highway worker, 
the motel clerk, the gas station owner 
and the coal miner. And their growing 
allegiance to the Republicans is, in part, 
a reaction against what they perceive, 
among those below them on the eco-
nomic ladder, as a growing dependency 
on the safety net, the most visible mani-
festation of downward mobility in their 
declining towns.

These are voters like Pamela Dougherty, 
a 43-year-old nurse I encountered at 

a restaurant across from a Walmart in 
Marshalltown, Iowa, where she’d come 
to hear Rick Santorum, the conserva-
tive former Pennsylvania senator with a 
working-class pitch, just before the 20�2 
Iowa caucuses. In a lengthy conversa-
tion, Dougherty talked candidly about 
how she had benefited from government 
support. After having her first child as a 
teenager, marrying young and divorcing, 
Dougherty had faced bleak prospects. But 

she had gotten safety-net support — most 
crucially, taxpayer-funded tuition breaks 
to attend community college, where she’d 
earned her nursing degree.

She landed a steady job at a nearby dial-
ysis center and remarried. But this didn’t 
make her a lasting supporter of safety-
net programs like those that helped 
her. Instead, Dougherty had become a 
staunch opponent of them. She was react-
ing, she said, against the sense of entitle-
ment she saw on display at the dialysis 
center. The federal government has for 
years covered kidney dialysis treatment 
in outpatient centers through Medicare, 
regardless of patients’ age, partly on the 
logic that treatment allows people with 
kidney disease to remain productive. But, 

➢ Next page
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Dougherty said, only a small fraction of 
the 54 people getting dialysis at her center 
had regular jobs.

“People waltz in when they want to,” 
she said, explaining that, in her opin-
ion, there was too little asked of patients. 
There was nothing that said “‘You’re get-
ting a great benefit here, why not put in 
a little bit yourself.’” At least when she 
got her tuition help, she said, she had to 
keep up her grades. “When you’re getting 
assistance, there should be hoops to jump 
through so that you’re paying a price for 
your behavior,” she said. “What’s wrong 
with that?”

Yes, citizens like Dougherty are at 
one level voting against their own eco-
nomic self-interest, to the extent that 
the Republican approach on taxes is 
slanted more to the wealthy than that 
of the Democrats. This was the thesis of 
Thomas Frank’s 2004 best seller, “What’s 
the Matter With Kansas,” which argued 
that these voters had been distracted by 
social issues like guns and abortion. But 
on another level, these voters are con-
sciously opting against a Democratic 
economic agenda that they see as bad for 
them and good for other people — specifi-
cally, those undeserving benefit-recipients 
in their midst. •

➢from previous page
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  VOTE SPOTTER SmartPhone Application•

 By Wanda Schwerer

If you have ever wanted to know how your State and Federal Senators and Representatives voted on an Bill or 
Resolution, there is a new Android application that will let you do just that.  It is called “VoteSpotter”.   It will alert 
you when new votes have been posted, and you can see how they voted.  You can then indicate if you agree or disagree 
with their vote.  You can also email or call them directly from the application via your smartphone. 

 •
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Gun Control News
GUN SENSE ADVOCATES RALLY AT INDIAN ROCKS 
BEACH

Local Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America sup-
porters marched down Indian Rocks Beach at sunset on Dec. �3 
to mark the third anniversary of the Sandy Hook shooting and 
continue the fight to stop gun violence in our communities.

The rally, one of more than �00 Orange Walks held in 43 states, 
was coordinated by Largo residents Rod and Elizabeth Snedeker 
and Diane Guthrie. Participants, most wearing orange in soli-
darity, spoke about the need for better background checks  and 
the role voters can play in electing officials who will advocate 
for reform.  Most participants were wearing something orange 
in solidarity with the families of Newtown and the 90,000 oth-
ers who have been killed by guns since Newtown.

“We wear orange for the same reason hunters wear orange, 
to remind people not to shoot,”  Guthrie explained. “We don’t 
want to take away guns.  We want common sense solutions like 
comprehensive background checks and keeping guns off col-
lege campuses.”

(Note from Rod Snedeker.) This article appeared in the 
Belleair Bluffs weekly.  It was sent in by Kathleen Jamison.  It 
gave publicity to what was for us our most successful Vigil.  
Thirty-five persons from all over the county gathered at the 
25th Ave. access for the walk and vigil.  Over 70,000 people 
nationwide participated in an “Orange Walk” that day.  Moms 
Demand Action grows stronger every day.  Its presence has 
been felt in the attention given to gun violence in the presi-
dential debates and from the Executive Actions by President 
Obama. Our next public activity is another Orange Walk as 
part of the Martin Luther King Jr. Parade in St. Petersburg.  We 
will be there marching to end gun violence.  •
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Letters and OpinionsLetters and Opinions
post from Johnny Bardine 
on Facebook
(reprinted by permission of author)

I just watched last night’s State of the 
Union address for the second time.

And these words struck me especially: 
“[O]ur collective futures depends on 
your willingness to uphold your duties 
as a citizen, to vote, to speak out, to 
stand up for others, especially the weak, 
especially the vulnerable, knowing that 
each of us is only here because somebody 
somewhere stood up for us.”

It made me think of February �0, 2007, 
just shortly after midnight. I was unem-
ployed and broke--having just returned 
from an unsuccessful stint at a law firm 
in Prague and studying for the Bar 
Exam. In �0 hours, then-Senator Barack 
Obama would announce his candidacy 
and I was in. I had been optimistically 
waiting months for this.

In those early hours that morning, I 
found the newly launched campaign web-
site and began -- I would later find out -
- the first grassroots group for Obama 
in the state. I didn’t exactly know what I 
was doing or why, but it felt important.

And that decision changed the trajec-
tory of my life.

Almost a year and a half later, after reg-
istering thousands of voters and knock-
ing on doors and organizing events 
and writing press releases no one read, 
the campaign offered me a job. So hon-
ored and so proud to play a small role 
in something so historic, we delivered 
Pinellas County, and with it, Florida and 
the election.

And that election change the trajectory 
of the nation.

Seven years later, we have achieved 
marriage equality and saved the auto 
industry, made health care accessible 
and affordable, killed Osama bin Laden, 
stabilized and strengthened relations 
with Cuban and Iran, and have worked 

lion for new companies is in the long 
run fiscally unsound.  The state has 
multiple unmet responsibilities, such 
mental health facilities, prisons, edu-
cation and pay raises for state work-
ers to name but a few.  These crying 
needs are ignored while the budget 
is slashed.  I suggest we will find 
our state in the same situation that 
Louisiana is in.  The public defender 
in New Orleans has stated that he 
does not have adequate funding so 
he can present a defense of clients 
referred to his office.  As a result his 
office will no longer accept major 
felony cases as his office can not pro-
vide adequate representation. The 
reason the state has cut funding for 
the office.  Should an individual be 
convicted the Public Defender has 
stated he is willing to state on appeal 
that the person did not receive an 
adequate defense.  Do we want that 
to play out here? 

 It is time for some serious soul 
searching.  •

to close the gender pay gap. We’ve done 
some stuff. In the face of incredible oppo-
sition, we’ve done some stuff. And it can 
all be traced to a frigid February day on 
the steps of the Illinois State Capitol. It 
can all be traced to those early supporters, 
who, bound by clear-eyed commitment 
and common resolve, fully understood 
our duties as citizens and the potential 
of working together toward our shared 
goals.

Like the President, I’ve never been more 
confident about our country’s future. 
And everything we’ve done to get here 
has been worth it.  •

 Letter to Sen. Jack Latvala 
and Rep. Chris Sprowls

(reprinted by permission of author)

by Torrey Craig

I suppose the Supreme Court has 
added yet another contentious topic 
to the all ready full agenda that you 
and fellow legislators have to deal 
with in the next two months.  What 
are you going to do regarding the 
death penalty?  Do we say that 
those who are convicted of crimes 
that could be eligible for the death 
are now sentenced to prison for life 
without the possibility of parole or 
a pardon?  Or do you attempt to 
retool the death penalty in a fashion 
that will pass constitutional mus-
ter?  Honestly the legislature’s track 
record in passing legislation that 
goes under extensive on going legal 
review has been poor and costly to 
the taxpayers of Florida.  Case in 
point the protracted and expensive 
battle fought over reapportionment 
or the death penalty.  

 I would strongly suggest that the 
proposed tax cuts of some one billion dol-
lars and the increase in funds apportioned 
and set aside of two hundred and fifty mil-
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club members 
are an interested, involved, informed - and opinionated - bunch.  
And providing a forum for all that “good stuff” is an important 
function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages articles and let-
ters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every attempt to 
publish factual information, and who encourage the free exchange 
of information and opinions. It should include input from all of us.  
However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by contributors 
may not necessarily reflect those of the club. Please send submis-
sions to newsletter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be inter-
ested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is:    loisfries@
gmail.com   •

 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

ChAnge, yeS We CAn

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


