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From the President’s Desk 

by Mary Lou Ambrose Our next club meeting
Please mark your calendars for 

our next meeting, Monday, July 
18 at 7:15 P.M. at the  Acropol 
Restaurant 1170 Starkey Rd., 
Largo.

We are awiating confirmation from 
our invited speaker. 

➢ Next page

Eighteen Times! 
�8 Times since he 
took office in 2009, 
President Obama 
has stood in front of 
the American People 
and mourned the 
deaths of Americans 
who were massacred 
while going about 

their daily lives. Those Americans had been 
killed in schools, all kinds of schools: gram-
mar Schools, high schools, and colleges. 
They died in movie theaters, churches, 
mosques, shopping centers, night clubs, 
Planned Parenthood offices, and military 
bases. They were killed by hand guns and 
rifles, but mostly they were killed by semi 
automatic weapons, often enhanced with 
“Gun Kits” they purchased on e-bay which 
did away with the “semi” part.

Each time President Obama asked 
Congress for stricter gun safety laws. When 
20 first graders were practically obliterated 
by an AK�5 machine gun, the grieving par-
ents took pictures of their beautiful chil-
dren, with their big smiles, and their freck-
les and missing front teeth, with them when 
they walked the corridors of Congress beg-
ging Senators and Representatives for mod-
est changes. They asked for security checks 
and waiting periods for buying a gun. They 
wanted a ban on the huge clips which had 
allowed the killer to spray death rapidly on 
their innocent children. Those parents did 
not get even those simple laws. They did not 
get anything from our Republican (and a 
few Democratic) law makers. That’s not 
fully true. The Parents received the condo-
lences of the lawmakers who promised to 
keep them in their thoughts and prayers. 
I have often wondered if those lawmak-
ers  were thinking of and praying for these 
grieving parents and their dead first graders 
as they took contributions from the NRA 

or when they were reciting the rhetoric  
which the NRA required them to recite 
about mental health and their beloved, 
but misinterpreted, Second Amendment. 
I doubt it.

Once again we argue about which 
phrase in the Second Amendment con-
trols. Does it simply protect the right of 
the States to raise a National Guard, or 
does it give everyone the right to own and 
carry as many guns as he or she desires? 
Right now the latter group has the bless-
ing and their preferred interpretation by 
the Supreme Court, but what will happen 
if a Democratic President is elected and 
attempts to nominate more liberal Judges 
to the Court? I do not see the NRA and 
its minions simply giving up.

Each time one of these massacres hap-
pens, the NRA waits a few days and 
then Wayne LaPierre, the NRA puppet, 
makes a statement bemoaning the fact 
that there weren’t “good guys with guns” 
to bring down the “bad guys with guns”. 
Really?  The Pulse night club was dark 
with colored strobe lights, The people in 
the club had been dancing and drinking, 
probably not at their sharpest. People 
start running and screaming, panic is all 
around and Wayne LaPierre wants the 
good guys to whip out their own AK�5s 
and take down the shooter. He says this 
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Sen. Bill Nelson  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco Rubio  (R)
 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

Rep. David Jolly (R)

(727) 392-4100  or (727) 823-
8900 or  (202) 225-5961
Email: https://jolly.house.gov/contact/

email-me

Rep. Cathy Castor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R)

(727) 940-5860 or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.
house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 
Delegation

Next Meeting, July 18  Please join us . Our featured speaker is to be 
announced.  We all love surprises, don’t we?    

The meeting will be at 7:15 P.M. At the  
Acropol Restaurant  

      1170 Starkey Rd., Largo

➢from previous page

with a straight face and our Republican Congressional contingent nod wisely as 
they pick up their “Donations.”. •
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PC DEC  News

Things
To
Do

WEDNESDAY, julY 6 
St. Pete DemS Club

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

St. Pete Hilton Restaurant
�� �st St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL

Pinellas County Democratic 
Party Hispanic Caucus

6:00 - 7:00 P.m.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North,  
St. Petersburg, FL ��7��g

tHuRSDAY, julY 21 

Stonewall DemoCratS 
of PinellaS County

7:00  -- 8:30 Pm

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North,  
St. Petersburg, FL ��7�� l

WEDNESDAY, julY 20

DemoCratiC environ-
mental CauCuS (weSt 
Central CHaPter)

6:30 - 8:30 P.m.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, 
St. Petersburg, FL ��7��

tHuRSDAY, juNE 23
DeC – PinellaS 
DemoCratiC Party 
meeting

7;00 - 9:00 P.m.

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, �2600 
Roosevelt Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg

SAtuRDAY, julY 9

SoutH St. Pete Dem-
oCratiC Club

12:00 - 1:30 P.m.

Sanderlin Center
2��5 22nd Ave S
St. Petersburg, FL

Prelude to Victory 
Dinner ft Governor 
jennifer Granholm

6:00 Pm - 10:00 Pm

Ruth Eckerd Hall
���� McMullen Booth Rd
Clearwater, FL

 for tickets:  
ht tp://www.pinel la sdemocrats .org/

event/1931/ 

mONDAY , julY 4

gulfPort 
DemoCratiC Club

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Neptune Grill 
500� Shore Blvd S 
Gulfport, FL ��797

monDay, June 20 
lARGO/mID-PINEllAS 
DEmOCRAtIC CluB
7:15 -8:45 P.m.

Acropol Restaurant 
��70 Starkey Rd., Largo, FL United States

Greater Tarpon Springs 
Democratic Club
7:00 - 9:00 Pm

Walton Community Center
500 S. Walton Ave
Tarpon Springs, FL

tuESDAY , juNE 21
Palm Harbor 
DemoCratiC Club

7:00 Pm - 8:30 Pm

The Center of Palm Harbor 
�500 �6th Street (Meeting Room B)  
Palm Harbor, FL 

WEDNESDAY, juNE 22

PinellaS County 
DemoCratiC blaCK CauCuS

6:30  -- 8:00 Pm

Pinellas County Democratic Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North,  
St. Petersburg, FL ��7�� l
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 Gun Control News

Moms Demand Action 
Teeshirt Article by Jon Robinson who is associated with Elizabeth 
and Rod Snedeker

As a resident of Orlando, I live a mile and half, and work 
less than a mile from the shootings that occurred last week-
end. I pass Pulse every day on my way to & from work.

On Monday, my company Launch That was asked by the 
City of Orlando to design and launch the OneOrlando Fund 
website, oneorlando.org. 

We also designed T-shirts, with �00% of the profit donated 
to the OneOrlando Fund, available at http://shop.spread-
shirt.com/oneorlando/ 

I would greatly appreciate it if you could please share the 
links above with your networks. Thank you.  OneOrlando

�00 of profit donated to the OneOrlando Fund at www.
oneorlando.org

shop.spreadshirt.com  •

on June 2 we wore orange.   

Moms Demand Action set up a table at the Largo Public Library complete with signs that announced that we can 
end gun violence.  This is our goal—to reduce and prevent gun violence in our nation.  The regular members of our 
chapter were joined with some additional volunteers who 
had discovered our event through the mailing list that has 
been created from earlier events.  It was exciting to watch 
these new volunteers engage in conversation with patrons 
who approached our table and also walked through the 
Central Park inviting people to join with us as volunteers.  
Almost fifty people added their names in support of the 
goals of Moms Demand Action.  Even the security guard 
carried on a long and fruitful discussion with us.  It was our 
way of joining with over 200 events across the nation that 
celebrated “Wear Orange” to raise awareness of the epidemic 
of gun violence and what we need to do through legislation, 
gun safety and cultural change to reduce/end gun violence. 
• 

(left to right)  Elizabeth Snedeker, Joanne Johnson, Gary 
and Liz Cole, Judy Sellers, Seated, Ginny Nelson
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Reflections on the 
Orlando shooting

It was a terrible event.  The impact 
on those who lost loved ones, on 
those who endured the shooting, will 
remain for a long time.  The tragedy is 
not only in the primary event but also 
in the hundreds of lives that will be 
affected by the trauma.  Grief, pain, 
suffering may go on for years for some 
of those who were close to the event.  
When will the nation understand the 
evil which all of this represents.  Omar 
Mateen was a victim of a culture that 
has for long years taught that hatred 
of gays was good; he was a victim 
of a religious literalism that labeled 
and demonized gays—Christian 
and Muslim alike were a source of 
hatred.  He was a victim of a culture 
of violence that is uniquely American.  
Terrorists use violence.  But America 
is the only nation that makes it easy, 
even defends the right, to purchase 
an AR-�5 military style gun.  Please 
note here that the name of the 
manufacturer to my knowledge 
has not been named.  Maybe it 
was a Bushmaster, which was 
the gun that Adam Lanza used 
in Newtown.  But we carefully 
shield the manufacturer.  We 
also have made it impossible 
to gather accurate data at a 
national, governmental level, 
so those of us concerned with 
gun violence have had to follow 
sketchy newspaper reports to 
get info.  

Those whose lives were cut short, 
sadly will not live out the hopes and 
dreams and loves that they had pur-
sued up till then.  Whatever signifi-
cant contributions they might have 
made to our society It is time to call 
out the insanity of those who love their 
guns more than their neighbor.  It is 
time to call out the NRA.  They foster 
a culture of fear with guns the only 
defense.  They give voice to what gun 
manufacturers need to keep their sales 
up.  They obscure the realities of life 
by dividing up our world up betweenk 
bad guys with guns “stopped” only by 
good guys with guns.  People are much 
more complex—“good guys” with 
guns can become frightened, furious, 
abusive, gun users and kill people.  

“Bad guys” without guns can begin to 
choose other solutions to their lives 
than intimidation and threat.  They 
can begin to realize—why should they 
become murder-
ers because they 
are disturbed or 
irritated by some-
one else’s behav-
ior.  We are para-
doxical, complex 
creatures who 
need support and 
love.  No infant 
is born with the 
idea that he/she will grow up to kill.  
It takes a culture to do that. •

Filibuster and Firearms 
Reprinted from Demlist

Senator Chris Murphy was a 
Congressman representing the 5th CD 

of Connecticut 
when the mass 
shooting at 
Sandy Hook 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School took 
place, claiming 
the lives of 27 of 

his youngest 
constituents.

The trag-
edy thrust 
M u r p h y 

into the center of the national debate 
on gun violence and, at ��:2�am 
Wednesday morning, he took it a 
step further.

With the support of �8 of his 
fellow Senate Democrats, Murphy 
launched what ended up to be a 
�5-hour filibuster to force a vote 
on legislation that would keep 
guns out of the hands of suspected 
terrorists and require comprehen-
sive background checks for gun 
purchases. 

The filibuster was motivated by 
last Sunday’s shooting rampage at 
the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando, 
Florida, which claimed more lives 

SenatorChris Murphy D-CT

“I’VE HAD ENOuGH. I’VE HAD ENOuGH 
Of tHE ONGOING SlAuGHtER Of INNO-
CENtS, AND I’VE HAD ENOuGH Of 
INACtION IN tHIS BODY... fOR YEARS, 
CONGRESS HAS fAIlED tHOSE fAmIlIES 
AND tHE VICtImS Of GuN VIOlENCE All 
ACROSS tHE COuNtRY.”    -- SenaTor 
ChriS Murphy

than any single-gunman shooting in 
United States history.

Murphy stood his ground until 2:��am 
Thursday 
morning, 
r e f u s i n g 
to cede the 
floor until 
S e n a t e 
leadership 
c om m it-
ted to hold 
a vote on 
key gun 

safety measures this coming Monday, 
June 20th.

The move was praised by President 
Obama and Vice President Biden, who 
issued an appeal for Americans to  

Sign the We The People Petition ban-
ning AR-�5-type assault weapons from 
civilian ownership.  •

President Obama & VP Joe Biden 
at memorial service in Orlando on 
Thursday

“tODAY mARkS tHE mOSt DEADlY 
SHOOtING IN AmERICAN HIStORY. tHE 
SHOOtER WAS APPARENtlY ARmED 
WItH A HANDGuN AND A POWERful 
ASSAult RIflE. tHIS mASSACRE IS 
tHEREfORE A fuRtHER REmINDER 
Of HOW EASY It IS fOR SOmEONE 
tO GEt tHEIR HANDS ON A WEAPON 
tHAt lEtS tHEm SHOOt PEOPlE IN 
A SCHOOl, OR IN A HOuSE Of WOR-
SHIP, OR A mOVIE tHEAtER, OR IN A 
NIGHtCluB. AND WE HAVE tO DECIDE 
If tHAt’S tHE kIND Of COuNtRY WE 
WANt tO tO BE. AND tO ACtIVElY DO 
NOtHING IS A DECISION AS WEll.” -
- PRESIDENt BARACk OBAmA BE. AND 
tO ACtIVElY DO NOtHING IS A DECI-
SION AS WEll.” -- preSiDenT BaraCk 
oBaMa
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Highlights from our May meeting

Speakers for our upcoming meetings
JULY 18, 2016  - To  Be Determined
AUGUST 15, 2016  MITCH PERRY
SEPTEMBER 19, 2016  RICK BOYLAN
OCTOBER 17, 2016  ROB LOREI
NOVEMBER 21, 2016 DR. RICH PIPER 

Post election analysis from our founder and former President, Dr. 
Piper is Professor Emeritus  of Political Science at Tampa University.

Dr. Scott Brown, Raymond Janes 
Financial filled us in on the 2016 
economic outlook. 

Eric Lynn updated us on the latest 
in his campaign, now for FL HD 68 
to replace Rep. Dwight Dudley

Toni Walker and Lois Fries sport-
ing new fashion accessories follow-
ing their respective surgeries. 
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for more information     ContaCt:                    
                                     Susan Smith, 813-390-3616 

Dear Friends and Supporters:

Many of us (me included) frequently express frustration with the Democratic Party. We think the party 
utilizes a top-down organizational model, fails to represent our interests, and puts a thumb on the scale 
to control elections. 

That’s mostly true, but for a variety of reasons. Sadly, the need for money is chief among them. Without 
lots of money, our party wouldn’t be able to function. But there is a way to counter the need for ever-
larger war chests, and that is to build a massive grassroots army. We’ve gotten glimpses into how this can 
work over the past �2 years with the Dean campaign in 200�, the Obama campaigns of 2008 and 20�2, 
but also through efforts like the economic justice and environmental battles taking place throughout 
Florida today. People are rising up to oppose policies that harm our families.

How do progressives continue the revolution from within the Democratic Party? How do we build that 
grassroots army? Caucuses are definitely a critical element of that revolution, so please join the DPCF if 
you aren’t already a member, but the traditional party organizing structure is also vital.

We actually have an opportunity to build power within that structure now.

Every four years following the presidential election, the Democratic Party is dissolved and reorganized. 
New leaders are elected at all levels of the party. Elected Precinct Committeemen and Committeewomen 
vote for local leadership -- Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, State Committeeman and State 
Committeewoman. Then State Committeemen and Committeewomen vote for state leadership -- Chair, 
Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and DNC members. DNC members then vote at the national level for 
DNC leadership. 

Unless you are elected as a Precinct Committeeman or Committeewoman this August �0, 20�6 in 
the Primary, you cannot participate in that first election. How do you become an Elected Precinct 
Committeeman or Committeewoman? You must file notarized paperwork with your county’s Supervisor 
of Elections by this Friday, June 2�, 20�6 at �2:00 Noon.

This requirement is written into Florida Statute. Each precinct can elect one man and one woman. If 
you have more than �000 Democrats in your precinct, you can elect two men and two women. If no one 
else from your precinct qualifies, you will automatically be elected on Friday. If not, you and the other 
person(s) will be on the August primary ballot. If you win, you will be an elected official!!!

Being a Precinct Committeeman or Committeewoman comes with responsibilities. Please don’t take 
it lightly. You will be required to attend monthly Democratic Executive Committee meetings, and you 
will be in charge of organizing and getting the Democrats in your precinct out to vote at election time. 
This is how business is conducted in the Democratic Party.

Please consider becoming involved at the precinct level. Again, here’s the link. Needless to say, you must 
be a registered Democrat to serve.

➢ Next page
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LEADERSHIP BLUE - We had a great panel on Saturday at Leadership Blue! Caucus member Senator 
Dwight Bullard (He needs your help in a tough primary against a former Republican!) moderated the 
phenomenal panel on Building the Democratic Bench. Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum, Miami Shores 
Councilwoman Ivonne Ledesma and Blue Ticket Consulting Co-Founder Tom Alte were an inspiration and 
gave us some very helpful information! It was also nice to hear confirmation that our caucus is on the right 
track in our ideas about how to win in the future! Thank you to our panelists, our moderator, the candi-
dates, board member Michael Calderin, who handled the candidate introductions, and to all who attended 
the meeting.

POLK COUNTY PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS - The Florida Democratic Party Executive 
and Central Committees approved our fourth chapter on Sunday! Congratulations to President OnDrew 
Hartigan and the Polk County Progressives! 

Stay tuned and stay active! 

Thank you! 

Susan 

Susan Smith

stsmith222@aol.com

8��-�90-�6�6 

   

The Democratic Progressive Caucus of Florida is an official charter of the Florida Democratic Party and has not endorsed 
a candidate in the U.S. Senate race. 

•

➢from previous page
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     Club News

➢ Next page

Continued from May’s 
Newsletter - late arriv-
ing photos!
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➢ Next page
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FUNDRAISER for Lorena Grizzle held at TJ’s in Indian Rocks Beach
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MEET & GREET AND FUNDRAISER JUNE 17 FOR LORENA GRIZZLE CANDIDATE FOR FL 
HD 66 AT THE CLUBHOUSE
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St. Pete Democratic Club
Annual Memorial Day Picnic at War Veterans park

Some of the Pinellas delegates going to the 2016 Democratic 
National Convention in Philadelphia.
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      environmental news

Despite longstanding claims that it 
wants to improve its customer service, 
Duke Energy continues to show declines 
in ratepayer satisfaction. In a recent sur-
vey, it ranks among the lowest in the 
country in that category among large 
power companies.

So says the recent American Customer 
Satisfaction Index survey of 26 major 
utility companies. The ACSI results 
show consumer satisfaction is falling 
for the entire industry, whose index fell 
2.7 percent from last year. Duke’s 20�6 
score fell to 70, down from an already 
low 72 last year, placing Duke near the 
bottom and well below its main compet-
itors serving electric customers in other 
parts of Florida.

“Customer satisfaction is waning for 
most of the large investor-owned utili-
ties,” ACSI said of its survey results. But 
they are waning for Duke more than 
most.

On average, the utilities this year 
scored a 72 on ACSI’s �00-point scale for 
customer satisfaction, the lowest level 
reported since the survey started mea-
suring an average industry performance 
in 20��. Duke’s two chief competitors 
in Florida included in the survey both 
scored well above the industry average.

Florida-based Next Era Energy, 
whose Florida Power & Light utility 
serves most of southern and east coast 
Florida, scored a 76. And Georgia-based 
Southern Co., whose Gulf Power pro-
vides electricity to much of the Florida 
Panhandle, also scored a 76. The highest 
score of an individual utility surveyed in 
the country was 77.

Duke’s drop in customer satisfaction 
in the latest survey is part of a more 
alarming, long-term decline in the com-
pany’s consumer service. ACSI began 
surveying utilities, including Duke, in 
�995 when the Charlotte, N.C.-based 
company recorded top-of-the-industry 
scores in the low 80s year after year. 
Since then, the ACSI scores have drifted 
considerably lower.

The decline to 70 this year represents 
a ��.6 percent drop in customer satisfac-
tion ratings on the ACSI index since the 
first year Duke’s performance was sur-
veyed. No other major utility surveyed by 
ACSI has suffered such a sharp decline 
over that time.

The ACSI survey reflects customer sat-
isfaction for Duke Energy as a whole and 
does not separate the company’s perfor-
mance by states. Nor does the ACSI sur-
vey break out reasons for the individual 
company performances. ACSI chairman 
Claes Fornell says utility customers are 
sensitive to two things: the price they 

must pay for electricity and how often 
they face service disruption.

However, Duke’s low ratings in this 
survey are consistent with another prom-
inent survey of electric utility customer 
satisfaction conducted annually by J.D. 
Power, which does look at Duke’s perfor-
mance by state. In those surveys, Duke 
Energy Florida for years has been the 
provider of worst customer satisfaction 
among major utilities serving Florida.

Duke leaders on multiple occasions 
have responded to such surveys, say-
ing they are trying to improve customer 
satisfaction.

“We are listening to what customers are 
telling us and moving in that direction,” 
Duke Energy spokeswoman Paige Layne 
told the Charlotte Observer in response 

to the latest ACSI findings. The remark 
is an oft-repeated statement that Duke 
gives when asked for comment about its 
lagging service performance.

Yet ACSI results suggest Duke’s only 
recent direction in satisfying custom-
ers has been down. The survey marks 
an ongoing failure to approach even the 
industry’s mediocre average.

Duke Energy Florida customers will 
see a new charge on their monthly bill 
starting in July — an “asset securitiza-
tion charge” of $2.87 for the average 
home.

Translation: That’s the 
charge customers must pay 
to cover Duke’s costs for 
the closure of the Crystal 
River nuclear power plant 
in Citrus County.

The state Public Service 
Commission on Thursday 
gave its final approval on 
a bond issuance to pay 
nearly $�.� billion over 
the next 20 years. In 
March 20�7, the monthly 
charge is expected to fall 
slightly to $2.7� per �,000 

kilowatt hours of electric 
usage, according to Duke.

Duke could have decided to finance 
the cost of the Crystal River closure 
itself, forcing customers to pay a higher 
finance charge for up to 20 years. But 
under the bond plan, the utility will sell 
the $�.� billion in debt to investors who 
get a lower return on their money.

If Duke had financed the cost itself, 
customers would have had to pay about 
�0 percent more, or an additional $2.08 
per month, Duke said. The net present 
value of those savings over 20 years is 
nearly $700 million.

“We’ve worked hard on our custom-
ers’ behalf to help save them money,” 
said Duke spokeswoman Suzanne Barr 
Grant.

➢ Next page
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Duke announced the closing of the Crystal River nuclear plant in February 20��. That decision came after a botched upgrade 
and maintenance project by Duke’s predecessor, Progress Energy, cracked the reactor’s �2-inch-thick concrete containment 
building. Attempts to repair the building and bring it back online led to more cracks.

Duke, which bought Progress in 20�2, initially considered repairing the plant, but ultimately decided that would be too 
expensive.

At the time the bond issuance was proposed in 20�5, Sen. Jack Latvala, R-Clearwater, had said senior executives from Duke 
Energy’s corporate offices in Charlotte, N.C., met with him to discuss how the much-maligned utility can boost the low cus-
tomer satisfaction ratings it regularly receives.

“They’re tired of the bad press,” Latvala said at that time.

The bond issue was seen as one way to do that, though state lawmakers had to pass legislation to permit it. Duke’s decision 
was praised by the Office of Public Counsel, which represents consumer interests before the PSC.

Ed Note: Does that sound like anyone is invested in the consumer?    •

➢from previous page

      opinionS

Opinion from Patricia Plantamura After a Visit to Cuba
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 We need more pro-life Christians
Author: Kevin Wright    Submitted by: bob glass.

Yes, that’s right. We need more sign-waving, voice-raising, vote-casting pro-life Christians.

Sr. Simone Campbell, Executive Director of NETWORK, has pointed out that most of what passes for a pro-life stance 
among Christians today is actually a position of pro-birth. A pro-birth position argues for a baby to be born but demonstrates 
little concern for what happens to that infant after she exits the womb. 

The problem with a pro-birth position is that it is ill-equipped to help prevent a tragedy like the horrific hate-fueled mas-
sacre that took place in Orlando from happening A pro-birth position does not pause to consider what type of world we are 
forcing that child to enter.

Presently, we are forcing babies to enter into a world where if they are gay they might be targeted for slaughter. We are 
ushering infants into a society in which deadly assault weapons can legally make their way into almost anyone’s hands. We 
are dragging innocent young ones into a country in which the sanctity of their lives is outweighed by the sway of the gun 
lobby. 

It would be easy for Christians to say, “We weren’t the ones who stormed into that night club so this has nothing to do with 
us.” However, consider this:  The Rev. Rob Schenck, President of Faith and Action, echoes this notion through his call for 
Evangelical Christians (whom Rev. Schenck identifies as often being the biggest opponents to gun control legislation) to stop 
being pro-gun. “The American obsession with guns just doesn’t square with biblical teaching.” 

A pro-birth Christian might have little to say about guns. A pro-life Christian will say that no private citizen needs an 
assault rifle. Ever.

A pro-birth Christian might cause irreparable harm through discrimination. A pro-life Christian will do everything that he 
or she can to serve all members of the human race with dignity and respect.  This is why we need more pro-life Christians like 
the sign-waving ones who showed up to support the attendees of the 20�5 Gay Christian Network Conference in Portland, 
OR and shielded their LGBTQ brothers and sisters from the abusive and hateful speech of the Westboro Baptist Church; 
like the voice-raising ones who have attended various vigils across the country and unequivocally condemned the murder 
of LGBTQ individuals while calling for their greater acceptance; and like the vote-casting ones at the New York Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church who recently voted overwhelmingly to ordain four openly gay ministers despite 
their denomination’s policy against taking such actions. 

These are the types of pro-life Christians we desperately need in the wake of what happened in Orlando. These Christians 
help to create a world that honors and protects all lives one sensible gun law, one loving word, and one piece of cake at a 
time. •

The Politics of Religion
religion’s wicked neighbor

David Brooks

 JUNE 17, 2016

Barack Obama is clearly wrong when 
he refuses to use the word “Islam” in ref-
erence to Islamist terrorism. The people 
who commit these acts are inflamed by 
a version of an Islamist ideology. They 
claim an Islamist identity. They swear 
fealty to organizations like ISIS that gov-

ern themselves according to certain 
interpretations of the Quran.

As Peter Bergen writes in his 
book “The United States of Jihad,” 
“Assertions that Islamist terrorism 
has nothing to do with Islam are 
as nonsensical as claims that the 
Crusades had nothing to do with 
Christian beliefs about the sanctity 
of Jerusalem.”

On the other hand, Donald Trump 
is abhorrently wrong in implying 
that these attacks are central to 
Islam. His attempt to ban Muslim 

immigration is an act of bigotry 
(applying the sins of the few to 
the whole group), which is sure to 
incite more terrorism. His impli-
cation that we are in a clash of 
civilizations is an insult to those 
Muslims who have risked and lost 
their lives in the fight against ISIS 
and the Taliban.

The problem is that these two 
wrongs are feeding off each 
other. 

The fact is that �5 years after 
9/�� we still haven’t arrived at a 

➢ Next page
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rage that comes from the belief that 
my victimization is connected to the 
larger victimization of my group.

It’s only at this point in the path-
way that religion enters the picture, 
or rather an absolutist, all-explain-
ing political ideology that is the weed 

that grows up next to religion. Bin 
Ladinism explains all of history, and 
gives the injured a course of action 
that will make them feel grandiose 
and heroic. It is the human impulse 
for dominance and revenge that bor-
rows righteous garb.

For the religious 
person it’s about God. 
For the terrorist, it’s 
about himself.

 When Omar 
Mateen was in the 
midst of his rampage, 
he was posting on 
Facebook and call-
ing a TV station. His 
audience was us, not 
the Divine.  Omar 
Mateen wanted us to 
think he was mar-
tyring himself in the 
name of holiness. He 
was actually a sad loser obliterating 
himself for the sake of revenge. •

Constitution trumps all
by Frank Prahl, 

St. Petersburg  This letter from our mem-
ber was printed in the TBTimes on Mon-
day June 20.

“Cafeteria” brings thoughts of a 
lunchroom or restaurant that features 
a large selection of food as you walk 
down a serving line. “Cafeteria” can 
also be applied to selecting which 
parts of a holy book, such as the Bible 
or the Koran, one chooses to obey or 
reject. One reason so many people fol-
low these books is that both contain 
something for everyone, from a paci-
fist to a bloodthirsty dictator. Both 
books deny the concept of church-
state separation, Islam being more 
open about it.

Remember that religion controlled 
Europe during the Dark Ages, as 
religion controls much of the Middle 
East more recently. Learning from 
past religious domination in Europe, 
the authors of our Constitution wisely 
made it a secular document.

Muslim immigrants, as well as Bible 
literalists already living here, must 
understand the significance of church-
state separation. The Constitution 
trumps all religious interpretations in 
America.•

true understanding of our enemy. 
How much is religion involved in 
jihadism, or psychology, or politics?  
And the core of our confusion is that 
we are unclear about what a religion 
is, and how it might relate to violence 
sometimes carried out in its name.

In other words, there 
is the spirit of reli-
gion and, frequently 
accompanying it, its 
wicked neighbors, the 
spirit of political and 
intellectual dominion.  
It seems blindingly 
obvious to say, but 
the spirit of religion 
begins with a sense 
that God exists. God 
is the primary reality, 
and out of that flows a 
set of values and expe-
riences: prayer, praise, 
charity, contrition, 
grace and the desire to 
grow closer toward holi-
ness. Sincere faith begins 
with humility in relation 
to the Almighty and a 
sense of being strengthened by his 
infinite love.

In some sense the phrase “Islamic 
radicalism” is wrong because terror-
ism is not a radical extension of this 
kind of faith. People don’t start out 
with this kind of faith and then turn 
into terrorists because they became 
more faithful.  The spirit of domin-
ion, on the other hand, does not start 
with an awareness of God. It starts 
with a sense of injury and a desire 
to heal injury through revenge and 
domination.

For the terrorist, a sense of humilia-
tion is the primary reality. Terrorism 
emerges from a psychic state, not a 
spiritual one. This turns into a griev-
ance, the belief that some external 
enemy is the cause of this injury, 
rather than some internal weakness.

This then leads to what the forensic 
psychologist Reid Meloy calls “vicari-
ous identification” — the moral out-

Members of Congress show respect for the Orlando 
Victims
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State &  County 

For the most up-to-date information on your Federal, State, and County 
representatives  including all contact information, Go to :
http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

➢from previous page

Another Real American 
(an Immigrant) and club 
member

Local activist, Jasmina 
(Jessie) Forcan, of Clearwater, 
received the Humanitarian 
of the Year Award from the 
NFDW (National Federation 
of Democratic Women) at its 
national convention on June 
��, 20�6, in Charleston, SC.

Jessie is well known for her 
work on saving the environ-
ment. When you call her, 
instead of her name, you just 
hear “Save the Planet.” She has 
worked as a member of the local 
Sierra Club and received their 
Outstanding Service Award. 
Recently she has worked for 
the anti-fracking measure in 
Pinellas County, promotes solar 
energy, and routinely assists 
many groups in recycling efforts. She goes 
to Tallahassee frequently to lobby for the 
Land and Water Legacy. Her love of ani-
mals is demonstrated in her efforts 7-year 
volunteer at Moccasin Lake in Clearwater. 
Another of her efforts has been to save 
injured birds; she has gotten calls from 
the Audubon Society and driven many of 
them to the Maitland Audubon Society in 
Orlando for treatment. She gathered 700 
petitions for Amendment � and has been 
cleaning local beaches for years.

Born in Bosnia, Forcan moved here with 
her family decades ago to build a better life 
for all. Her first vote was for Al Gore for 
President, tho’ when she went to the polls, 
the name “George Bush” kept popping up 
instead. The poll worker told her she just 
wasn’t doing it right but Jessie thought the 
vote was rigged. She became an activist 

➢ Next page

on the spot. She gave up her own interior design business and became a full-time 
activist.

As a first generation immigrant, Forcan has supported 
Immigration Reform. She serves as a volunteer at the MLK 
Center in Clearwater, working with children there and pro-
moting its programs and activities throughout the commu-
nity. In conjunction with the Southern Poverty Law Center, 
she is working to end human sex trafficking and improve the 
juvenile justice system.

As a member of many local Democratic Clubs including 
the Largo Club, Jessie has worked tirelessly for local can-
didates, demonstrated for a higher minimum wage and is 
often seen carrying her “Moms for Peace” sign. On an aver-
age day, Jessie will take care of birds at Moccasin Lake Park, 
work with the children at the summer program at the MLK 
Center, demonstrate for green energy or any of a number 
of Democratic candidates, attend a Democratic       Club 
meeting and afterward, clean up and recycle every possible 
scrap.

For these efforts and so much more, the DWCUP 
(Democratic Women’s Club of Upper Pinellas) nominated 
Jessie Forcan for this significant award. She is the first 

Floridian to receive this award from the NFDW.

For further information, contact Donna Dennis, DWCUP President, 727-��7-
7�80. •
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Why We Should Politicize the 
Orlando Massacre
By GABRIEL ARANA

JUNE 16, 2016

CALLS to resist “politicizing” tragedy have 
become a standard feature of our political 
discourse following mass shootings. From 
Newtown, Conn., to Aurora, Colo., politicians 
and pundits have urged us to refrain from poli-
tics as predictably as they have offered hollow 
“thoughts and prayers” as a condolence to vic-
tims and their families.

The tragedy in Orlando that claimed the lives 
of �9 people at a gay nightclub has proved no 
different. When Senator Bernie Sanders used 
his time on NBC’s “Meet the Press” Sunday to 
call for a ban on automatic weapons, the host, 
Chuck Todd, asked pointedly whether it was 
possible to discuss the shooting “without try-
ing to politicize one version of events over the 
other?” Gary Johnson, the Libertarian presi-
dential candidate, sounded a similar note when 
he told The Washington Post that the current 
moment was “not a time to either politicize or 
jump to conclusions.”

But it is only the most privileged among us who 
have the luxury of divorcing politics from every-
day life. Those of us in the L.G.B.T. community 
know better. Politics is how we won the right to 
be free from discrimination in government jobs, 
to have sex without fear of criminal prosecution, 
to serve in the military, to get married and adopt 
children. In about 28 states, we are still fighting 
to outlaw discrimination in employment. And 
transgender Americans are still fighting for the 
right to pee in peace.

To think that a mass shooting at a gay nightclub 
filled with Latinos and committed by a Muslim-
American sympathetic to religious extremists is 
beyond the scope of politics is absurd on its face 
— you couldn’t dream up a scenario more rife 
with political implications. But it is especially 
absurd to those of us in the L.G.B.T. commu-
nity, whose very existence has been politicized 
for decades.  •

➢from previous page

Troubled. Quiet. Macho. Angry. The vola-
tile life of the Orlando shooter.

People who knew Orlando nightclub shooter Omar Mateen 
describe him as a man who had many demons and potentially 
led a double life.

Often, he was able to mask his internal turmoil well enough that 
some friends and neighbors are now stunned to learn that the 

person they knew 
became a killer.

 But over the years, 
Mateen’s inner 
conflict seemed to 
explode again and 
again — not only 
at the police train-
ing academy he 
attended, but also 
toward classmates, 
toward co-workers, 
toward his first wife 
and finally toward 
the �9 strangers he 
left massacred on 
the bloody floor of 

the Pulse nightclub.

State Department officials described Mateen as “delusional.”

“He has no coherent message,” Barnett said. “He represents 
nobody. He has no political significance in Afghanistan.” •
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

•

•

•

•

•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club members 
are an interested, involved, informed - and opinionated - bunch.  
And providing a forum for all that “good stuff” is an important 
function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages articles and 
letters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every attempt 
to publish factual information, and who encourage the free 
exchange of information and opinions. It should include input 
from all of us.  However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed 
by contributors may not necessarily reflect those of the club. Please 
send submissions to newsletter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@
gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be inter-
ested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is:    loisfries@
gmail.com   •

What do we include in the Newsletter?

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?

http://lmp-progressivecommittee.ruck.us/


