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concentrate on what we can do to elect 
Democrats/Progressives in the various 
upcoming elections. 20�7 will be a quiet 
election year with most of the focus on 
Municipal elections. While local elec-
tions do not engender the same excite-
ment as State and federal elections, they 
have a more significant influence on our 
day to day lives than the bigger, more 
publicized, elections. In 20�8 we have 
several significant elections. Senator 
Nelson has already filed to run for 
reelection to his Senate seat. Since the 
often-absent Marco Rubio was reelected, 
it is even more important that we reelect 
Senator Nelson. Also Governor Scott 
will be termed out and is expected to 
use his possibly ill-gotten fortune to run 
against Senator Nelson. Historically, 
Democrats do not come out to vote in 
off-year elections. That is something we 
need to change. While I admit that get-

Our next club meeting
Please mark your calendars for 

our next meeting, Monday, Nov 
21 at 7:15 P.M. at the  Acropol 
Restaurant 1170 Starkey Rd., 
Largo.

  Our speaker will be our founder, 
former president, and Professor-
emeritus Dr. Rich Piper, with 
an analysis of the 20�6 elections. 

  This is 
clearly not 
the letter I 
had expected 
to write this 
month. I 
had actually 
made some 
notes which 
a s s u m e d 

Hillary’s win in 
a close race. My thoughts were from 
two points of view; first, whether 
she would be able to circumvent 
Trump’s outrage at the “rigged” 
election and the threats against 
our Representative Democracy 
his followers would be making, 
and second, how she would gov-
ern, giving the unbridled hate they 
seem to feel for her. Elections cer-
tainly have consequences and we 
should not be so ready to assume 
the results or believe the pollsters. 

There is no point in my trying to 
explain what happened and why it 
happened because, like you, I have 
my ideas but am not an expert. 
Instead, as this month’s meeting, 
I have asked Dr. John Richard 
Piper (better known as Rich Piper, 
former President of the Largo/
MidPinellas Democratic Club), 
who taught Political Science at the 
University of Tampa for 32 years, 
and, in January,  Dr Michael Allen, 
Professor of Constitutional Law at 
Stetson Law School in Gulfport. 
I have asked two experts because 
Rich Piper will give us the perspec-
tive as an academic and politician. 
Mike Allen will talk to us about the 
possible long term implications of 
this election on our Constitution.

Once we have heard from both 
of these experts I believe we need 
to put the election itself aside and 
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Sen. Bill Nelson  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  
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 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.
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(727) 392-4100  or (727) 823-
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email-me
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(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov
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(727) 940-5860 or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.
house.gov
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Delegation
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ting Democrats all on the same page 
is a bit like herding cats, we need to 
learn to, when necessary, get in line 
and speak with one voice. In addition 
to Senator and Governor, there will 
be State and Federal Representatives, 
Senators and additional Municipal 
races. While the Presidency is critical, 
it is not the only race in town. We have 
a lot to do. 

Let’s not forget that we had some 
wins in this election. District �3 
elected Charlie Crist to the House of 
Representatives. Charlie is the first 
Democrat to win that seat on over 50 
years. It’s about time. Charlie Justice 
was elected to the Pinellas County 
Commission when it turned Blue 
in 20�2 and has been working hard 
for the people of the County.  Last 
year he was the Commission Chair. 
The Republicans found a well-heeled 
businessman who, with a large pot 
of money, was ready to take the 
Commission backwards. The margin 
was small but Charlie was reelected. 

In House District 68, Ben Diamond won 
easily. He will be able to “hit the ground 
running” because he has prior experi-
ence in Tallahassee when he was an aide 
to Alex Sink. We also picked up a seat on 
the School Board when Joanne Lentino, 
a member of this Club, won the County-
wide seat. We also have wins for Darryl 
Rouson for State Senate and Wengay 
Newton in House District 70.

On a happy note, please join us on 
December 10th for our Holiday dinner 
at the Randolph Farms Clubhouse (�3300 
Indian Rocks Road in Largo.) There is no 
cost except bringing your favorite dish to 
share. If you have friends who would like 
to join us, please invite them. Just email 
Bob Glass at dynamo980�@yahoo.com to 
let him know you’re coming, what food 
you are bringing and how many people 
will be with you.

Our next meeting will be on November 
2�st beginning at 7:�5. Come earlier for 
dinner or dessert as well as spending 
time with other good Democrats. Hope 
to see you there.  •

Rich Piper 
will be our 
speaker 
at our 
November 
Meeting.

Dr. John Richard  
(Rich) Piper was 
the founder of 
the Largo/Mid-

Pinellas Democratic Club back in 2009.  

The club was founded to carry on the 
organizing and community service prin-
ciples espoused by President Obama. 

Dr. Piper has a Ph.D in Political Science 
from Cornell University.  He was Professor 
of Political Science for 36 years (32 at the 
University of Tampa).  Author of two 
books and numerous scholarly articles on 
US and European politics.    He brings a 
very learned perspective to the  discussion 

➢ Next page
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of this election.  (As opposed to ill- or mis-
informed opinion that we too often hear)

Rich was intimately involved in both of 
President Obama’s campaigns, and was an 
early supporter of Secretary Clinton.  

He described his topic for this month’s 
meeting as  “I am going to try to put the 
election in historical and comparative 
perspective, rather than discuss details of 
a likely Trump Presidency. I am going to 
discuss three possibilities:  

�)  This was a realigning election that will 
lead to long-term victories for a national-
ist/pseudo-populist Republican Party.

2)  This was a deviating election, and the 
Trump coalition will soon fragment when 
his public policies fail to bring desired 
results.

3)  This was an election like that of Hitler 
in �933 and Peron in �946 that will usher 
in authoritarian rule..  

I hope that 2) is correct but am not really 
confident.  

Of course, there must be some policy dis-
cussion related to each of these options.”

Many Democrats are puzzling over what 
happened, and where we go from here.  I 
think Rich will help us with some of the 
“what and how this happened”, and in 
January, we can continue the discussion 

with Dr. Michael Allen.    Where we go 
from here, is forward; we keep fighting 
to elect Democrats with a focus on elect-
ing strong Progressive Democrats who 
will advance our issues and agenda.

Please join us for what is sure to be a 
very enlightening presentation and dis-
cussion.  And we are ALWAYS glad to 
have Rich drive across the Bay to join 
us. •

➢from previous page
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Mark your calendar!  Plan to attend!   As usual, this is a potluck, so 
think about what side-dish you will bring. The club will provide Turkey and Ham. 
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 Club News

.

Upcoming speakers! 2016 and 2017

  November   Dr. Rich Piper
Professor Emeritus of Political Science; he will 
give us an analysis of the 20�6 elections and 
where we go from here.

January   Dr. Michael Allen
Dr. Allen Professor of Law at Stetson University 
College of Law in Gulfport, Florida.  He will give 
us an update on the outlook for the Supreme 
Court  under the new Administration.

February   Dr. Charles McKenzie
Topic to be announced

March   Darden Rice and Rae Claire
Darden is a Council Member in St. Petersburg, 
and Rae Claire has been leading the Repeal 
Citizens United movement.  They will discuss the 
St. Petersburg ordinance banning foreign money 
in municipal races.

Please note:
In January, 20�7 the Nominating 
Committee will present a slate of rec-
ommended Officer/Board Candidates,  
the Election will be held in March.  
Nominations for all offices  may be made 
from the floor. 
  
The positions to be elected are:

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Board of Directors (5)

•
•
•
•
•
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     Election News
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In October Rob Lorei, Managing Editor of Florida This Week 
on WEDU-TV (PBS) and a co-founder of WMNF Radio., was our 
featured speaker   As usual his perspective on politics and in par-
ticular the current state of affairs for the 20�6 election were insight-
ful and prophetic.  He talked about the blue-collar vote and the 
candidate’s use of “hypnotic’ words.  Most importantly, he stressed 
a greater awareness of the real danger of gerrymandering and vote 
suppression.  

He referred us to the book Ratf**ked: The True Story Behind the 
Secret Plan to Steal Americas’s Democracy by David Daley. •

 Highlights of October Meeting

Environmental News
Dear Mr. Trump,

Nothing would get the attention of your opponents more than if you declared your intent to take a fresh look at the 
climate issue. It would force many of them to give you a second look — and virtually none of your supporters would 
care, because few voted for you on this issue and they all know that their kids understand the climate is changing 
and would be heartened if you did, too.

Speaking of kids, Mr. Trump, yours run your golf course business. Surely they’ve mentioned that Doral will be your 
first course threatened by global warming, because parts of Miami are already flooding due to sea-level rise from 
melting ice. According to The Real Deal, which 
covers South Florida real estate news, “Parts of 
Miami Beach could be inundated with floodwa-
ters in as little as �5 years.” That would make your 
oceanside courses into ocean-floor courses.

This is no hoax. The U.S. just experienced its 
third-warmest October on record, and, as The 
Washington Post noted on Thursday, “North 
America’s most astonishing warmth this week 
has focused in Canada, where temperatures have 
been up to 30 degrees warmer than normal.” 
That’s unprecedented.  . •
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 Gun Control News
Citizens for Responsible Gun Laws/Moms Demand Action 
by Rod  & Elizabeth Snedeker

 Report of Citizens for Responsible Gun Laws/Moms Demand Action-Pinellas 
County

This month Rod and Elizabeth Snedeker conducted a class at the Church of the Isles, Indian Rocks Beach on gun 
violence using a program produced by the United Church of Christ titled “Faith vs. Fear”

Out of the discussion in the five sessions came the following ideas worth considering as we contemplate what we can 
expect from the upcoming federal and state legislatures.

Carla Bailey, a lawyer who has worked on legislation to curb violence in Minnesota, posed the questions we should 
be seeking to answer:  “What will it take for us to transcend the individual experience to a more community based 
approach.  How will ever rise above the individual entitlement to bear arms to a cultural concern for the safety of 
others?”

Matthew Cribbin, the pastor of the Newtown Congregational Church, who lost some of the children of parishioners 
at Sandy Hook, suggested that the gun in our culture is a kind of idol for many people. Specifically the god, Moloch, 
who in Old Testament scripture was source of child sacrifice.  Today children are sacrifice to the the gun protected and 
defended by the Second Amendment “right.”

Rev. Cribbin writes that the gun promises, according to its worshippers, to provide safety.  It is believed by its acolytes 
to do only good things.  It guarantees life and freedom.  It is the source and guarantee of law.  It is not a mere tool; it is 
an object of devotion.  People “love” their guns. Guns don’t kill, people kill.   “The answer to problems caused by guns 
is more guns, millions of guns, guns everywhere, carried openly, carried secretly, in bars, in churches, in offices, in 
government buildings.  Only the lack of guns can be a curse, not their beneficent omnipresence….One cannot question 
his rite, even when blood gushes from his teeth.”   These sentences were in part adapted from an article by Gary Wills 
in the New York Review of Books, December �5, 20�2, immediately after the Sandy Hook shooting.

Finally, the class explored the fact that violence creates more violence.  It does not matter who uses violence and for 
what reason; the use of violence will escalate the violence.  The class discussed the “Good Samaritan” experience that 
happened on November �6th on the Florida interstate.  The violence it is said began with a driver driving aggressively 
on I-75.  Who knows what violence preceded his hostile driving.   Stopped by a police officer, the driver attacked the 
policeman.  A passing motorist saw the policeman being beaten badly and shot and killed the man.  Violence, led to 
more violence, led to more violence, even though this violence probably saved the life of the policeman.  But now this 
act of gun violence will be picked up by the NRA and used to further justify and promote the purchase and use of 
guns, thus escalating even greater violence.  Violence begets violence.

Discussion was often vigorous but also insightful.  

On November 29 Rod and Elizabeth Snedeker will be doing a presentation of the program, BeSmart for Gun Safety 
in the Home at the South Branch Library on Roy Hanna Blvd. in South St. Petersburg at 6:30 p.m.  Ellen Moses, St. 
Pete lead for Moms Demand Action, will be hosting the program. •

A Candlelight Vigil will be held on Friday, December 9th at 5 
p.m. on the beach at the 25th Ave. beach access Indian Rocks Beach.   
We will be remembering those who lost their lives at the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School, Newtown, Ct. and the thousands who 
have lost their lives to gun violence since then.   Wanda Schwerer, 
Vice Mayor of Belleair Beach, will be speaking.  An acapella  choir 
from St. Jerome Catholic Church will be singing.

Bring a folding chair and, if needed, a blanket.•
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National Debt: 
Something that 
Doesn’t Exist
  by Mike Norman of Real Money 
      Submitted by: Bob Glass

The public is lied to when it comes 
to the so-called national debt. They’re 
clueless about it, as are most, if not all, 
of our lawmakers. 

First off, there is no debt. The debt 
is dollars. The government spent $20 
trillion more than it took away in 
taxes over the last 240 years, and those 
dollars, held by the non-government, 
comprise a big portion of the non-gov-
ernment’s wealth. Nothing is “owed.” 
It’s owned, by us, the people. 

Second, there is nothing to pay back. 
The money was paid, ended up in 
someone’s bank account and now it’s 
being held in the form of Treasuries. 
What’s a Treasury? A Treasury is a dol-
lar, the only difference being it’s a dol-
lar with a term (duration) and a coupon 
(interest payment). Why would people 
hold dollars in the form of Treasuries? 
To earn some interest, that’s all. It’s 
like saying, why would you put your 
money in a savings account as opposed 
to a checking account?  Same reason, to 
earn interest. 

That’s how it works with the govern-
ment, too. It “pays back” holders of 
Treasuries all the time. That’s called 
a redemption and when Treasuries 
are redeemed, the government simply 
instructs its bank, the Fed, to take back 
the securities and credit the individu-
al’s (or firm’s or foreign government’s or 
whoever’s) bank account and, voila, it 
happens. Paid back. In fact, it happens 
so regularly and on such a big scale that 
it will totally blow your mind.  I am 
about to give you some numbers. Mind 
you, these are not numbers I made up 
or to which had some kind of top-secret 
access. Nor is this inside information 
that I am exposing. Rather, these are 

publicly available figures that you 
can get -- free -- right off the U.S. 
Treasury Department’s website. 

The resource is called the Daily 
Treasury Statement and it’s really a 
fascinating document. It is posted 
daily on the Treasury’s website 
and it’s literally like looking at the 
checkbook of the federal govern-
ment. Just like your checkbook, 
it has all the deposits and all the 
withdrawals, among other things. 
You can see everything. Every line 
item of spending (withdrawals) and 
every item of revenue (deposits) 
that runs through the government’s 
accounts daily, monthly and yearly.  
Please note: All figures on the daily 
Treasury statement are in millions, 
so don’t come back to me and say 
it was only $94.2 million. It’s $94.2 
million million. That’s $94.2 trillion.  
Ninety-four point two trillion! In a 
single year. And nobody knew about 
this. Furthermore, the world didn’t 
fall apart, the dollar didn’t collapse, 
interest rates didn’t spike, we had no 
inflation and everything was fine. 

There is the proof, right in front of 
our noses, that the debt is meaning-
less. It’s just a bunch of bookkeep-
ing entries. Keystrokes. It’s time we 
stop fretting over this. People need 
to educate themselves about what 
this debt is and how they are being 
manipulated and propagandized 
about it.  The debt is not a bad thing, 
it is an asset of the non-government; 
however, ignorant, cynical, corrupt, 
dogmatic and self-serving groups 
like the Pete Peterson Foundation 
and organizations like Fix the 
Debt are in the business of keeping 
Americans misinformed and getting 
them to act against their own inter-
ests. These groups are bad and need 
to be stopped. 

There is no debt! Please share.  
•

      Letters & Opinions

Citizen’s United 
– Important – 
Please read ****

Last month’s article about this bill 
is in quotes below.  Now that Trump 
will be able to appoint at least one, 
and possibly four justices, our hopes 
for this terrible ruling may be gone.  
(Ginsberg is 83, Breyer is 80, and 
Kennedy is 78.)  As America becomes 
an oligarchy, with unlimited money 
going into campaigns, we must be 
aware that the vote of a poor man 
counts as much as one from a billion-
aire.  As this administration evolves, 
please keep up the fight against 
unfair, bigoted, and other acts by the 
government we have elected.  See the 
article below about how to contact 
your lawmakers.  

From Last Month:

“The St Petersburg Council is step-
ping up to challenge CITIZENS 
UNITED.  In what they hope will 
be a Landmark case and may go to 
the United States Supreme Court 
as a challenge to one of the worst 
decisions ever made by that Court - 
Citizens United. The issues that will 
be discussed will be banning foreign 
money in St Pete elections and ban-
ning Super PACS in St Pete elections. 
We do not have the exact time for 
the Council meeting, but will get it. 
Interested parties are welcome.

As part of that challenge, Ellen 
Weintraub who is a member of the U 
S Federal Election Commission will 
appear at the St Petersburg hearing as 
an expert witness. That same evening, 
Ms. Weintraub will speak at Temple 
Beth-El starting at 7:30. She will be 
explaining the background and the 
expectations in what St Petersburg 
is attempting to do. Temple Beth-El 
is at 400 South Pasadena Ave in St 
Petersburg 33707. For more informa-

➢ Next page
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tion you can reach Karen Lieberman 
at karenlieberman023�@gmail.
com.” •

How to Make Your 
Congressman 
Listen to You

A series of viral tweets by former 
Congressional staff member Emily 
Ellsworth who worked in the dis-
trict offices of Reps. Jason Chaffetz 
and Chris Stewart, both of whom 
represent the state of Utah.  Take a 
look at her tips for capturing your 
congressman or congresswoman’s 
attention, which also includes what 
doesn’t work.  

First, tweeting or writing on 
Facebook is largely ineffective. I 
never looked at those comments 
except to remove the harassing 
ones.

Second, writing a letter to the 
district office (state) is better than 
sending an email or writing a letter 
to DC.

But, the most effective thing is to 
actually call them on the phone. 
At their district (state) office. They 
have to talk to you there.

We repped half a million peo-
ple, it was impossible to read and 
respond personally to all letters. 
Impossible.

So, we batched them with com-
puter algorithms and sent out form 
letters based on topic and position. 
Regardless of method received.

But, phone calls! That was a thing 
that shook up our office. One time, 
a radio host gave out our district 
office phone # on air.

He was against our immigration 
policy and told our constituents to 
call. And they did. All. Day. Long. 
All I did all day was answer phones. 
It was exhausting and you can bet 
my bosses heard about it. We had 

discussions because of that call to 
action.

If you want to talk to your rep, 
show up at town hall meetings. Get 
a huge group that they can’t ignore. 
Pack that place and ask questions.  
We held town halls consistently that 
fewer than 50 people showed up for. 
And it was always the same people. 
So, shake it up.

Ellsworth also revealed how staff-
ers can be powerful allies.  

Be kind but firm with those staff-
ers. They will listen and talk to you. 
If you run an advocacy group, invite 
local staffers to show up to your 
events. Let them talk to people you 
work with and set up meetings.  I 
loved getting out of my office and 
meeting with advocates in immi-
gration, healthcare, education, sci-
ence, and every type of work.  Invite 
staffers on “field trips” and show 
them what it’s like in your com-
munities. Show them the work you 
are doing. It works.  Are you notic-
ing a pattern here? The staff are the 
ones who run the ground game for 
Congress. Work on helping them 
understand and learn.  Because, if 
the staff knows you, when they have 
a question about a piece of legisla-
tion or amendment, you will be the 
one they call. 

“Like a lot of people, I’ve been reel-
ing from the election,” Ellsworth, a 
registered Republican who cam-
paigned for Hillary Clinton, told 
CNN. “So I thought people might 

Rising European 
Fascists Welcome 
Trump Victory
Saturday, 12 November 2016 00:00
By Ryan Harvey, Truthout | Report, 
submitted by Kathleen Jamison

“Today the United States, 
tomorrow France,” former 
National Front leader Jean-Marie 

➢from previous page

Le Pen tweeted late Tuesday night, 
referencing the prophetic quote 
attributed to Adolph Hitler. This 
was as Donald Trump’s victory 
swept through the world’s head-
lines, exciting many a far-right 
activist within and outside of the 
United States.

Unfortunately, Le Pen is no lone 
Twitter-fascist, but a popular fig-
ure whose daughter and fellow 
far-right leader Marine Le Pen is 
expected to win the first round of 
French national elections in April. 
In the last elections, Le Pen swept 
large areas of the country in the 
first round before being defeated 
by large margins in the second.

France, the target of a number of 
attacks by Islamic State copycats 
and a battleground in the human-
itarian crisis facing refugees in 
Europe, is not alone in the predic-
ament of having far-right parties 
poised to make big gains in fast-
approaching elections. Austria, the 
first EU state to close its borders 
to refugees, votes December 4 in a 
highly contested race. 

In the Netherlands, holding its 
next election in March, the far-
right Geert Wilders is placed for 
a possible victory as well, repre-
senting the anti-Muslim, anti-EU 
Party for Freedom. In an echo 
of Trump’s situation, criminal 
charges Wilders is facing for hate 
speech may actually increase his 
likelihood to win.  “We are wit-
nessing the same uprising on both 
sides of the Atlantic,” Wilders 
wrote Wednesday morning in the 
conspiracy-site-turned-news-blog 
Breitbart. “The Patriotic Spring 
is sweeping the Western world.”  
•
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Letter to the Editor
from Frank Prahl

The Congress has earned the “Do 
Nothing” name Since 20�0, when 
the GOP took over.  It immediately 
vowed to not allow the first black 
President to succeed at anything, 
and largely succeeded at that effort.  
Hitler, Stalin and ISIS have all used 
the same tactic:  Destabilize the gov-
ernment enough to make any change 
look like a better choice.  

When will Americans realize that 
“Continuing the same Congress and 
expecting a different result” only 
destabilizes our government?  If they 
really want to drain the swamp, start 
by changing the Congress.  Vote the 
hard line “do nothing” rascals out!

Ed note:  In two years, we can take the 
Senate.  Are we up to it??    • 

Facebook vs. Thomas 
Jefferson,  

by David Leonhardt, Op-Ed Colum-
nist,

 NYTimes, Nov. 16

Many of the things that keep our 
democracy healthy don’t appear in 
the Constitution or any federal law. 
President Obama made this point 
Monday when talking about an 
orderly transition from one presi-
dency to the next: 

“It’s not something that the 
Constitution explicitly requires but it 
is one of those norms that are vital to 
a functioning democracy, similar to 
norms of civility and tolerance and a 
commitment to reason and facts and 
analysis.” 

The last few words of that sentence 
were the ones that caught my atten-
tion, and I started thinking about 
them again after reading an Op-Ed 
by Zeynep Tufekci. 

Tufekci, a University of North 
Carolina professor, makes the case 
that Facebook is in denial about its 
role in spreading misinformation. 
During the presidential campaign, 
Facebook helped spread falsehoods 
— the Pope endorsed Trump! — to 
millions of people. Those falsehoods 
appeared in fake news articles, and 
Facebook did nothing to inform 
their users that the material in them 
was simply made up. 

Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook’s chief 
executive, has said it’s “pretty crazy” 
to believe that fake news influences 
people in any significant way, but 
Tufekci persuasively lays out evi-
dence to the contrary. Multiple stud-
ies have shown — and common sense 
backs up — that Facebook influences 
opinions and behavior. 

“These are not easy problems to 
solve, but there is a lot Facebook 
could do,” Tufekci wrote. “When 
the company decided it wanted to 
reduce spam, it established a policy 
that limited its spread.” The step that 
Facebook announced Monday— 
refusing to display advertisements in 
fake stories — isn’t sufficient. 

The media is in the midst of a his-
torical transition right now. Some 
old news sources are shrinking or 
disappearing, and others — many of 
which rely on Facebook — are ris-
ing. There is nothing wrong with this 
change. Our country has survived 
the fading of news powerhouses, 
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THE NATIONAL INTEREST 
November 10, 2016, 
By Jonathan Chait, 
submitted by Wanda Schwerer

Paul Ryan 
Says Medicare 
Privatization Is On

During the campaign, coverage 
of the issues was blotted out by cov-
erage of Hillary Clinton’s emails 
and Donald Trump’s broad suite 
of sociopathic tendencies. And 
of the issues that did receive any 
attention, a conspicuously missing 
one was Paul Ryan’s plan to push 
Medicare beneficiaries into pri-
vate health insurance. Reporters 
just assumed that, since Trump 
never talked about it, it won’t hap-
pen. But Paul Ryan still wants it to 
happen. And in a Fox News inter-
view with Bret Baier, Ryan said 
Medicare privatization is on.

“Your solution has always been 
to put things together, including 
entitlement reform,” says Baier, 
using Republican code for priva-
tizing Medicare. Ryan replies, 
“If you’re going to repeal and 
replace Obamacare, you have to 
address those issues as well. … 
Medicare has got some serious 
issues because of Obamacare. So 
those things are part of our plan 
to replace Obamacare.”

Ryan tells Baier, “Because of 
Obamacare, Medicare is going 
broke.” This is false. In fact, it’s 
the complete opposite of the truth. 
The Medicare trust fund has been 
extended �� years as a result of 
the passage of Obamacare, whose 
cost reforms have helped bring 
health care inflation to historic 
lows. It is also untrue that repeal-
ing Obamacare requires changing 
traditional Medicare. But Ryan 
clearly believes he needs to make 
this claim in order to sell his plan, 
or probably even to convince fel-
low Republicans to support it.

(Ed. Note: It has always been my belief 
that tampering with Medicare or So-
cial Security would be the death knell 
for whichever politicians call for it.  
The old folks in Florida will wonder 
what happened, but voted for Trump, 
nevertheless.  Something so much more 
visceral must have driven their votes.  
I hesitate to call it racism, but what 
else?????  Opinions welcome.) •
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State &  County 

For the most up-to-date information on your 
Federal, State, and County representatives  
including all contact information, Go to :
http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

like the Saturday Evening Post, Life 
magazine and live radio broadcasts, 
before. 

But whatever forms the new infor-
mation sources take, they do need 
to provide “reason and facts,” nei-
ther of which is partisan. A healthy 
democracy depends on it. As Thomas 
Jefferson said, the people need 
“full information of their affairs.” 
Zuckerberg, by believing that 
Facebook is staying neutral, has in 
fact made a damaging choice.  •

➢from previous page

HOW TO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE
Many of you expressed interest in making regular contributions to the LaRgo/MiD-PineLLaS 

PRogReSSive PoLiticaL coMMittee.  The Political Committee allows us to 

donate more to candidates or issue advocacy than our club bylaws and 

state statute allow from our General Funds.  
 
For example, many banks have repeating automated bill paying.  That makes contributing auto-
matic and easy each month.  Contact us for the Account number for the electronic deposit.

Or you can send a check to: 

The Payee Name must be:  Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political Committee.  OR LMPPPC

the mailing address is  
Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political committee.  or  

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic club 
P.o. Box 1242 

   LaRgo, FL 33779
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national politi-
cal discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best candidates and 
getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write letters, make phone 
calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change to our communities, our 
county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to enjoy 
each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events through-

out the year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 
Meet other active Democrats 
Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 
Raise funds and work for candidates 
 Participate in community service projects 
 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 
Attend special events and monthly meetings. 
For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

Stating in membership year 20�7  our dues will be $�5.00 per year.  This is the first increase in dues since 
our founding in 2009.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
members are an interested, involved, informed - and 
opinionated - bunch.  And providing a forum for all that 
“good stuff” is an important function of our newsletter.  
The Board encourages articles and letters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every 
attempt to publish factual information, and who encourage 
the free exchange of information and opinions. It should 
include input from all of us.  However, the opinions and 
viewpoints expressed by contributors may not necessarily 
reflect those of the club. Please send submissions to news-
letter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

 •
 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

cHange, yeS we can

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


