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From the President’s Desk 

by Mary Lou Ambrose

 It is about time 
that we start real-
izing that, although 
the election of the 
President is impor-
tant, the elections 
which mean the most 
to the daily life of the 
average person are at 
the local level. The 

representative in your City or town, the 
School Board, State House and Senate and 
the County Commission  are the people 
who affect your day to day life. The next 
level of importance is the people who rep-
resent Florida in Congress. 

So this month I decided to discuss 
the other elections which are important 
to Floridians. Up to date information 
is available on the Florida Division of 
Elections website and www.votepinellas.
com.  Any comments about any candi-
date are my own and you are welcome to 
completely ignore them.

For the Senate, Alan Grayson, the 
wealthy Liberal who carries a lot of 
“baggage” but who warms the heart of 
Florida Progressives is running against 
the wealthy former Republican, Patrick 
Murphy. Patrick has the backing of the 
DC Democratic establishment but car-
ries his own “baggage.”  Also running is 
a former Veteran, Pamela Keith. Pam is 
well spoken and knows the issues, com-
ing down on the correct side in most 
cases. Unfortunately, few people know 
she exists.

The D�3 House race has gotten public-
ity from the start. This was David Jolly’s 
seat, but when the District changed 
to +Democrat, he ran to the Senate 
seat. That is getting tough now, so he is 
rumored to be moving back to the House 
seat. Eric Lynn, a former Obama White 
House staffer and St. Petersburg native, 

filed to run against Jolly many months 
ago. When Jolly ran to the Senate, for-
mer Governor Charlie Crist filed to run 
against Lynn. Very recently, Lynn left 
the race. To complicate things further, 
Dwight Dudley, our very successful D68 
Representative, decided not to run for 
the House but for Judge. Ben Diamond, 
a young upcoming Dem, with recom-
mendations from former Governor Bob 
Graham and Alex Sink filed immedi-
ately. When Lynn left the Federal House 
race, he too filed for the D68 slot. Now 
we have two good young Democrats 
running in a primary against each other 
for D68. To make this a bit more com-
plicated in the D �3 race for the House 
of Representatives, Donald Hackett, is 
also running for the seat. If he becomes 
certified, he will be a primary candidate 
against Charlie Crist.

For State Senate, both Jack Latvala 
and Jeff Brandes are unopposed. Latvala 
is unlikely to have an opponent, more 
because of his persona than his voting 
record. Brandes, with his Koch Brothers 
backing (A+), and his personal inherited 
wealth, has no opponent, but hopefully 
may have one before the cutoff date.

Our next club meeting
Please mark your calendars for 

our next meeting, Monday, May 
16 at 7:15 P.M. at the  Acropol 
Restaurant 1170 Starkey Rd., 
Largo.

Our featured speaker will be Bob 
Dillinger Public Defender, 6th Judicial 
Circuit of Florida since January �997; 
Adjunct Professor, Stetson College of 
Law. Dillinger was a top litigator for 
the public defender from �976 to �98� 
who then went into private practice 
and became a high-profile criminal-
defense attorney. 

➢ Next page
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Sen. Bill Nelson  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco Rubio  (R)
 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

Rep. David Jolly (R)

(727) 392-4100  or (727) 823-
8900 or  (202) 225-5961
Email: https://jolly.house.gov/contact/

email-me

Rep. Cathy Castor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R)

(727) 940-5860 or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.
house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 
Delegation

Next Meeting, May 16  Please join us . Our featured speaker will be 
Bob Dillinger, Public Defender, 6th Judicial Circuit of Florida. This is the 
Pasco-Pinellas circuit.

  The meeting will be at 7:15 P.M. At the  
Acropol Restaurant  

      1170 Starkey Rd., Largo

➢from previous page

D�9 has multiple candidates. Former 
State Representative Ed Narain will 
run against Darryl Rouson and Betty 
Reed. Betty is a longtime political force. 
Ed was at our picnic, and the feedback 
I got was that he made a really good 
impression.

As far as the State House is concerned, 
in D66, Lorena Grizzle, a public school 
teacher, is running against the Tea 
Party empty suit, Larry Ahern. She is 
running a good race and it would be a 
wonderful thing to have her elected.

David Vogel, a newcomer, is running 
against Latvala the younger. David 
entered only recently but will not have 
a primary opponent so we will learn 
more as the general unfolds.

Another bright light in the 
Democratic Party is Jennifer Webb 
who is running against the infamous 
Kathleen Peters. Kathleen is not even 
popular among many Republicans, but 
the R Party will fund her anyhow espe-
cially since Jack Latvala is on her side. 
Jennifer has started out as an excel-
lent fund raiser which should make 
the Democratic powers in Tallahassee 
happy. Hopefully they will invest in 
such a great candidate with so much 
potential. 

In D70 newcomer Dan Floriani is 
running in the primary against “Newt 
Newton” the former St. Petersburg 
Council member. 

We have two good candidates in 
the all-important School Board race. 
Joanne Lentino is a Largo Club mem-
ber who has taught in Pinellas County 
schools, and Matt Stewart, an adminis-
trator, with excellent credentials. There 

are also two Rs. The Primary will move the 
top two candidates to run in the general.

Charlie Justice is running against a 
very well-funded R for Pinellas County 
Commission. Charlie is a great candidate 
and needs our help. After more than 40 
years, we finally have a Progressive County 
Commission with a Democratic majority. 
The progress there has been exceptional. The 
Rs want a seat back, so they decided to go 
after Charlie’s seat. It is extremely important 
that we retain all seats on the Commission. 
So far, Janet Long has no opponent.

People have asked me about Judicial can-
didates. The only one I really know anything 
about is Dwight Dudley who would make a 
great Judge. It is hard to get even the political 
leanings of Judicial candidates since they are 
NPA registered. I have reached out to Susan 
McGrath, the President of the Stonewall 
Dems, since that group has, in the past, put 
out an evaluation of judicial candidates.

Most of the Municipal candidates locally 
were elected in March. Joe Barkley (Belleair 
Bluffs), Wanda Schwerer (Belleair Beach) and 
Cookie Kennedy (Indian Rocks Beach) were 
all elected without opposition. (All are Club 
members.) Neil McMullen will run in Largo 
against the Tea Party favorite Curtis Holmes 
. Neil has visited the Club and, hopefully, will 
rid the Largo Council of Mr. Holmes. Since 
the certification period for Municipal can-
didates is shorter and later than other posi-
tions, there could be more Democrats run-
ning in that or other races. 

The certification period has not been 
reached so all or any of the above could 
change any time before that.

I hope what I know about the races and 
candidates is helpful to you. •
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PC DEC  News

Things
To
Do

MONDAY, MAY  16 
 
LARGO/MID-PINELLAS 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB
7:15 -8:45 P.M.

Acropol Restaurant 
��70 Starkey Rd., Largo, 
FL United States

Greater Tarpon Springs 
Democratic Club
7:00 - 9:00 PM

Walton Community Center
500 S. Walton Ave
Tarpon Springs, FL

TUESDAY , MAY 17 

PALM HARBOR 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

The Center of Palm Harbor 
�500 �6th Street (Meeting Room B)  
Palm Harbor, FL

WEDNESDAY, jUNE 1

 
ST. PETE DEMS CLUB

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

St. Pete Hilton Restaurant
33 �st St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL

ThursDay, MAY 26

PINELLAS COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
HISPANIC CAUCUS

6:00 - 7:00 P.M.

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, �2600 Roosevelt 
Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg

DEC – PINELLAS DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY MEETINg

7;00 - 9:00 P.M.

St. Pete Marriott Hotel, �2600 Roosevelt 
Blvd. N.,  
St. Petersburg

THURSDAY, MAY 19 

STONEwALL DEMOCRATS 
Of PINELLAS COUNTY

7:00  -- 8:30 PM

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North,  
St. Petersburg, FL 337�3 l

 
WEDNESDAY, May 25 

PINELLAS COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC BLACK CAUCUS

6:30  -- 8:00 PM

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North,  
St. Petersburg, FL 337�3 l

MONDAY , jUNE 6
gULfPORT 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Neptune Grill 
500� Shore Blvd S 
Gulfport, FL 33797

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18

DEMOCRATIC ENvIRON-
MENTAL CAUCUS (wEST 
CENTRAL CHAPTER)

6:30 - 8:30 P.M.

Pinellas County Democratic 
Headquarters

2250 First Avenue North, 
St. Petersburg, FL 337�3
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     Club News

S a t u r d a y , 
May 7 was a 
busy day for 
Tampa Bay 
D e m o c r a t s .  

It was Delegate Selection Day.   On 
March �4, you voted in the Presidential 
Preference Primary.  The result of your 
primary votes determined the propor-
tion of delegates to be awarded to each 
candidate.  These delegates will now 
go on to the Nominating Convention 
in Philadelphia in July, to Nominate 
and elect our Democratic Presidential 
Candidate.  

The propor-
tion of dele-
gates was deter-
mined by the 
votes in each 
Congressional 
District.  The 
votes were 
mostly con-
sistent across 
Tampa Bay.  
S e c r e t a r y 
Clinton got 60%, Senator Sanders got 
40% (rounded).  Since Florida is allot-
ted �40 District Level Delegates, those 
are divided among the various Districts 
based on the number of Registered 
Democrats.  

Congressional District (CD) �3, which 
covers the bulk of Pinellas County, 
was allotted 6 Congressional District 
Delegates. CD -�2, which is Pasco, parts of 
Hillsborough and North Pinellas County 
was allotted 5 delegates; CD-�4 which is 

FOUR CLUB MEMBERS ARE GOING TO 
PHILADELPHIA AS DELEGATES TO THE 2016 
DNCC

Hillsborough and South-eastern Pinellas 
County was allotted 6.  There was split 
between Clinton and Sanders.

Alan Clendenin, First Vice-Chair of 
the FDP wrote: “Wow what an amazing 
day.  We thought it would be good if we 
were all on the same page as we shared 
information and consolidated the excite-
ment around what happened.

Yesterday 2,467 Tampa Bay area 
Democrats turned out in 4 hours to cast 
ballots for delegates. Over 600 an hour!”

For CD-�3 (which 
I had the honor of 
organizing and ‘chair-
ing’), we had over 
450 voters turn out 
in a 4-hour window.   
Club Member Heidi 
Sanchez assisted in 
the process to check-
in and verify voters, 
and we were joined by 
Deborah Anderson 
and Everett Paul.  At 

the end of the voting period, we were 
joined by Club Members Barbara Bowen 
and Donna Lukas to tally the votes.  Billy 
Walker, Mike Fox and other helped to 
keep the process flowing, and the del-
egate candidates kept the voters enter-
tained and engaged while they waited 
in line outside the NALC Union Hall, to 
come in and vote.  One candidate brought 
snacks and treats for the voters.

Club Members running for CD-�3 
Delegate slots were:

For Hilary Clinton:

Cora Kostka
Peggy Tucker
Toni Walker
Billy Walker
Charlie Tucker

For Bernie Sanders:

Mary Lou Ambrose
Joe Barkley

There were many other names on the 
ballots running for limited delegate slots 
(2 male and 2 female for Clinton; � male 
and � female for Sanders; for a total of 
6 delegates).  It was a very competitive 
race.  

So it is with great JOY that I congratu-
late the following who were selected to 
go to Philadelphia to cast votes for their 
Presidential Candidate choice:

For Clinton:   Cora Kostka, Billy 
and Toni Walker

For Sanders:  Mary Lou Ambrose

In addition, Ramsay McLauchlan was 
selected as a Clinton delegate.  And Mike 
Fox was selected as a Sanders delegate. 
•
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2016

➢ Next page



Page 6   Volume 8 Number 5    May, 20�6

We had a beautiful day for a Picnic!  The 
turnout was comfortably large, the food 
was plentiful, as were the candidates and 
those wishing to speak to the attend-
ees.  This was a perfect way to kick-off a 
very busy election season.  If you joined 
us, Thank You!  The proceeds of the pic-
nic will go into our Political Committee 
funds that are used to finance candidates.  
If you were a sponsor, we salute you, and 
are grateful for your generosity. 

A good time was had by all! •

➢ Next page
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Highlights from our April meeting

Speakers for our upcoming meetings

June 20, 2016 Dr. MiChael allen 
Michael Allen is a Professor of Law at Stetson University College 
of Law in Gulfport, Florida.  He also is the Director of Stetson’s 
Veterans Law Institute and the College of Law’s Associate Dean 
for Academic Affairs.  He teaches courses in Civil Procedure, 
Remedies, Complex Litigation, Constitutional Law, Veterans 
Benefits Law, Practice, and Policy, and the Federal Courts and 
the Federal System.  

JulY 182 2016  - To  Be Determined
auGuST 15, 2016  MiTCh PerrY
SePTeMBer 19, 2016  riCK BOYlan
OCTOBer 17, 2016  rOB lOrei
nOVeMBer 21, 2016 Dr. riCh PiPer 

Post election analysis from our founder and for-
mer President, Dr. Piper is Professor Emeritus  of 
Political Science at Tampa University.

Chief Economist and Senior Vice 
President at Raymond James’ Eq-
uity Research department, Dr. 
Scott Brown spoke on his outlook 
for our economy in 2016,, and 
some of the influencing factors.  He 
took quite a few questions from the 
audience.

Eric Lynn is a familiar face to the 
Largo Club members.  As a mem-
ber, and as a candidate Eric at-
tends quite a few of our meetings.  
Eric surprised us when he decided 
to withdraw from the Congressio-
nal Race, instead running now for 
FL House District 68.

Toni Walker shows off her cast fol-
lowing foot surgery, Lois Fries is 
sporting quite a new fashion acces-
sory, post surgery.  Both are recov-
ering, and keeping busy.
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 Gun Control News

Moms Demand action Marches 
by Rod and Elizabeth Snedeker

Everyone wear Orange on June 2

Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America/ Citizens for Responsible Gun Laws, Pinellas are sponsoring a “Gun 
Violence Awareness Day”, June 2, 20�6.  We are encour-
aging everyone to wear something orange that day to 
celebrate what would have been the �9th birthday of 
Hadiyah Pendleton who at age �5, shortly after march-
ing in the Presidential Inaugural Parade in 20�2,  was 
struck down by a bullet in her hometown, Chicago.  
Her friends, wearing orange,  marched in honor of her.  
They knew that orange was the color hunters use to keep 
themselves safe.  In honor of Hadiyah they wanted to 
create a safe community.   We want to make our com-
munities safe. We want to remind our nation that we 
need to honor with action the over 30,000 people each 
year who are killed because of gun violence.  This is 
a nationwide celebration sponsored by Moms Demand 
Action.  Our local group will have a table that day at 
the Largo Public Library from �0 a.m. to 4 p.m. with 
more information about what we can do to reduce gun 

violence.  We will be wearing orange.  Join us—wear Orange on June 2.  •

Here is a victory in georgia we can all celebrate.

There won’t be any guns carried on campuses in Georgia.  It wasn’t easy but here is what happened.
Moms Demand Action fought the bill from day one.  During the Georgia legislative session Moms organized the base with 

Orange Walks all through December.  They showed up for a massive Lobby Day in February.  They held four tabling days 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the capitol and talked to anyone and everyone who walked through the rotunda.  They attended 
all the hearings, tweeted and called, then, called again.  They lost the votes in the house and senate.  But they knew it 
wasn’t over.  On the last day of the session they held a press conference at the Capitol and delivered 30,000 petitions to the 
Governor.  And they tweeted and called his office.

Then, Moms turned to Facebook and to the campuses.  In 
coalition with the Campaign to Keep Guns off Campus, faculty 
and students, they worked to mobilize in universities across the 
state and got hundreds of Tweets on their #VetoGunsonCampus 
and VetoHB859 hashtags.

The National Gun Sense Action Network patched  through 
�,370 calls from Georgia voters to the Governor’s office. 

The Veto came at the very last minute on the very last day, day 
40, of the governor’s deadline to sign or veto legislation before 
it becomes a law.   He vetoed it.   This was a national effort and 
we should view it as a national victory.  So even though at times 
it may look bleak, let us never give in.

Information from Dotan Harpak, regional organizing manager for Georgia, Alabama and Florida for Moms Demand 
Action for gun sense  in America.  •
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Our Own State House Candidate, member Lorena Grizzle

SUPPORT & CELEBRATE

Lorena Grizzle
for

STaTe hOuSe rePreSenTaTiVe
DiSTriCT 66

 sponsors

gOvENOR CHARLIE CRIST 

JOE BARKLEY & MARYLOU AMBROSE

MARY & SHELBY fREEMAN

gORDON CHERNECKY 

TONI vANPELT      LOIS fRIES

TueSDaY MaY 24Th, 2016 @ 5:30-7:30 PM
TJ iTalian CaFÉ

1515 GulF BlVD, inDian rOCKS BeaCh 

CONTRIBUTIONS: $25 - $1000
  

Lorena Grizzle Campaign

PO BOX 700

Largo Fl 33779-0700

 www.GrizzleforPinellas.com
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      Environmental news

FPl faces lawsuit over contamination

Conservation groups plan to sue Florida Power & Light after the discovery of a radioactive isotope in Biscayne Bay 
linked to a nuclear power plant in southeast Miami-Dade County.

The Southern Alliance for Clean Energy and Tropical Audubon Society on Tuesday issued a 60-day notice of a pending 
federal lawsuit against the Juno Beach-based power giant.

 The notice calls on state and federal regulators to take action against FPL under the Clean Water Act because of dis-
charges going into ground water. If regulators do not take action within the 60-day notice period, the groups will sue 
for civil penalties and ask for an injunction against continued violations.

The lawsuit comes in reaction to the release of a study March 7 by Miami-Dade County that indicated tritium — a 
radioactive isotope of hydrogen — has leaked through groundwater from the FPL Turkey Point plant’s cooling canals 
toward Biscayne National Park and the Biscayne aquifer.

“Now we have undeniable evidence, a discernible fingerprint, that contamination, pollution from the cooling canals 
at that Turkey Point power complex, where there are two operating nuclear reactors and two other operating fossil 
fuel facilities, is actually getting into and having a direct connection with the surface water in Biscayne Bay,” Southern 
Alliance for Clean Energy Executive Director Stephen Smith said during a conference call with reporters.

The study, conducted by the University of Miami and the county Department of Environmental Resources Management, 
drew headlines for finding the level of radioactive tritium 2�5 times the amount found in normal ocean water.

FPL spokesman Rob Gould said that while utility officials continue to work with Miami-Dade County to address 
conditions of the 4-decade-old canals, the claims by conservation and anti-nuclear energy groups have been blown “out 
of proportion.” •

http://www.energytrendsinsider.com/2015/03/03/turkey-point-power-station-and-its-ecosystem/
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      opInIons

The Election
The likely Outcome of 2016 
by Paul Waldman, Submitted by: Bob Glass.  

Ed. Note: Let’s hope he’s right.

The general election between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump promises to be one of the weirdest, nastiest, and most 
fascinating cultural/political events of any of our lifetimes. So bear with me for a little while as I suck all the life out of it 
and explain why it’s actually going to be pretty simple: the Electoral College. The key fact about the college is that it makes 
the race matter only in those states where both sides have some chance of winning - the “battleground” states.  Even before 
the general election begins, the Democratic nominee has a serious advantage.

In the last four presidential elections there were �7 states (plus D.C.) that Democrats won in all: California, Oregon, and 
Washington in the West; Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Michigan in the Midwest; and everything in the Northeast 
from Maryland on up, with the exception of New Hampshire. Just those states give the Democrats 242 of the 270 electoral 
votes they need to take the White House.

The Republicans, on the other hand, won 22 states in all four of those elections, covering parts of the Deep South, the 
Midwest, and the Mountain West, plus Alaska. But those states only add up to �80 electoral votes.

While there are a few states in those two groups where things might become competitive — Republicans will contest 
Wisconsin, and Democrats think they have a chance in Arizona, for instance — the truth is that even in this unusual election 
year, none of them are likely to flip. Donald Trump could strangle a puppy on live television and he would still win Idaho and 
Mississippi; Hillary Clinton could make Martin Shkreli her running mate and she’d still win California and Massachusetts. 
But if any of those states do 
change, it’s likely to be in 
Clinton’s direction, given 
Trump’s unpopularity.

That Democratic advan-
tage, 242-�80 at the out-
set, may be the single most 
important pair of numbers 
to understand in determin-
ing the ultimate outcome 
of the race. What it means 
is that Donald Trump will 
have to not just do well in 
swing states, he’ll have to 
sweep almost all of them in 
order to win. 

If Hillary Clinton starts 
with those 242 electoral 
votes, she only needs 28 
more to win. As it hap-
pens, Florida has 29 elec-
toral votes, so she could win 
there, lose every other swing 

➢ Next page
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Dumb Trump Quotes  (How can 
anyone vote for a man who says these 
things?)

�) “(John McCain is) not a war hero…. He’s a war 
hero because he was captured. I like people that weren’t 

captured.”

2) “I get called by a 
guy that can’t buy a pair 
of pants, I get called 
names?” – Trump’s 
comment about para-
lyzed commentator 
Charles Krauthammer

3) “How stupid are 
the people of Iowa?” 

after talking about a poll showing Ben Carson was beating 
him in Iowa

4) “I’m not sure I have ever asked God’s forgiveness. I 
don’t bring God into that picture....When I go to church 
and when I drink my little wine and have my little cracker, 
I guess that is a form of forgiveness. I do that as often as I 
can because I feel cleansed.”

5) “I watched when the World Trade Center came tum-
bling down. And I watched  in Jersey City, New Jersey, 
where thousands and thousands of people were cheering 
as that building was coming down. Thousands of people 
were cheering.” VIEW CARTOON 

6) “(Obama) doesn’t have a birth certificate. He may have 
one, but there’s something on that, maybe religion, maybe 
it says he is a Muslim. I don’t know. Maybe he doesn’t want 
that.”

7) “An ‘extremely credible source’ has called my office and 
told me that @BarackObama’s birth certificate is a fraud.”

8) “I am embracing the issue, and I’m proud of the issue. 
I think somebody has to embrace it because, frankly, the 
people that are – and I don’t like the name ‘birther,’ because 
I think it’s very unfair and I think it’s very derogatory to a 
lot of very good people that happen to think that there’s a 
possibility that this man was not born in this country, and 
by the way, if that were true, you know it’s very interesting, 
if that were true, it’d be the greatest scam in the history of 
this country.”

9) “You know, when (Ben Carson) says he went after his 
mother and wanted to hit her in the head with a hammer. 

state, and still win. Or she could take Virginia (�3 EVs) 
and North Carolina (�5 EVs) and lose all the others. 
Or she could take Ohio (�8), New Hampshire (4), and 
Iowa (6) and lose all the others. Or...well, you get the 
idea. There are a whole variety of ways Clinton could 
win, while Trump has to run the table.   

That isn’t to say that the national result doesn’t mat-
ter; it’s only been in the rarest of circumstances (like 
2000) that the total vote and the electoral vote pointed 
in opposite directions. And you can forget about the 
momentary disgruntlement from supporters of Bernie 
Sanders playing a major role; in November, Clinton 
will retain the votes of nearly all Democrats. Barack 
Obama got the votes of 92 percent of Democrats in 
20�2, and she’ll be in the same neighborhood.

Looking at the election this way can make the daily 
back-and-forth of the campaign seem unimportant. 
But that’s true only if you think that the final outcome 
is all that matters. It isn’t; the campaign is an oppor-
tunity for us to discuss all kinds of issues and get to 
know ourselves as a country better, even if we don’t 
always like what we see. This election will by turns 
be fascinating, outrageous, appalling, disgusting, dis-
heartening, and perhaps even inspiring. But when it’s 
all over, the chances that anyone will be saying the 
words “President Trump” are pretty low.   •

➢from previous page

➢ Next page

From Garrison Kiellor: 
“The Obamas brought so much juice and style to the 

White House, and I will miss him in January, a cool 
president who could write a book and sing in public 
and show genuine emotion and speak for the nation at 
crucial times. And be genuinely funny.

As he winds up his presidency, people are thinking 
more highly of him, except for Republicans, only �� per-
cent of whom think he’s doing a good job compared to 
54 percent who look on Mr. Trump favorably. This tells 
you everything you need to know about the Republican 
Party. It has fought unceasingly on behalf of ignorance 
and superstition and Trump is its reward. It’s not easy 
to get people excited about fiscal sobriety, whereas two 
men arguing about their respective penises is some-
thing we can all respond to. Have mercy.

Good luck to the candidates and may the best woman 
win. She’s 68 but women age more gracefully. Just ask 
your mother.” •
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State &  County 

For the most up-to-date information on your Federal, State, and County 
representatives  including all contact information, Go to :
http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

A Crisis of Their Own Making 
by Max Steele,  (Florida Democratic Party)

submitted by Wanda Schwerer

 For years, GOP leaders have pushed a cynical and 
feckless political strategy that exploits unfounded 
fears of immigrants, minorities, the poor, the LGBT 
community and more, all for political gain. 

They have sold hardworking Americans the empty 
promise of trickle-down prosperity, while stran-
gling America’s middle class with backwards eco-
nomic policies that only enrich those already at the 
top. 

Donald Trump’s impending nomination after 
Tuesday’s results is the ultimate, sad culmination 
of the success of that strategy. Trump is the modern 
Republican Party.

 Trump’s Republican opponents didn’t stand up to 
him because after years of elevating extreme voices 
in their party, they didn’t want to alienate them. 
Democrats won’t hesitate to fight for the vast major-
ity of the American people, who share our values of 
inclusion, hard work, dignity and opportunity for 
all, and we’ll hold Republicans on the ballot at every 
level accountable for their standard bearer.

the Republican establishment is having trouble com-
ing to terms with their nominee, and even some of 
them are acknowledging Trump is dangerous and 
lacks the judgment to be Commander in Chief. 

Former Secretary of Defense Robert Gates on 
Sunday said that he’s troubled by the fact that 
Donald Trump doesn’t listen to anyone, and raised 
serious questions about Trump on foreign policy. 
Between his contradictions and threatening our 
most important alliances, Donald Trump would 
put our country on a dangerous path. •

•

•

•

•

•

•

That bothers me. I mean, that’s pretty bad. I’m not saying 
anything other than pathological is a very serious disease. 
And he said he’s pathological, somebody said he has path-
ological disease. It’s in the book that he’s got a pathologi-
cal temper. That’s a big problem because you don’t cure 
that. You don’t cure these people. You don’t cure a child 
molester. There’s no cure for it. Pathological, there’s no 
cure for that.”

�0) “Look at that face! Would anyone vote for that? Can 
you imagine that, the face of our next president?! I mean, 
(Carly Fiorina’s) a woman, and I’m not supposed to say 
bad things, but really, folks, come on. Are we serious?”

��) “You know, it really doesn’t matter what they write 
as long as you’ve got a young and beautiful piece of ass.”

�2) “You could see there was blood coming out of (Megyn 
Kelly’s) eyes, blood coming out of her whatever” •

➢from previous page
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Local News

Pinellas County Commissioners approve new precinct lines --  Suzette 
Porter
Submitted by: Robert Glass

CLEARWATER – Pinellas County Commissioners gave unanimous approval April 26 to newly drawn precinct 
lines special redistricting process.

Pinellas County now has only two U.S. Congressional districts. The former Congressional Districts �2, �3 and �4 
are now Districts �2 and �3. Additionally, all three State Senate district boundaries changed and all State Senate 
districts have new numbers. Former State Senate Districts �6, �9 and 24 are now Districts �9, 20 and 22.

“We don’t normally do this two times in a decade and it is not ideal to do so,” Supervisor of Elections Deborah 
Clark told commissioners. “We’ve been working on this for months to comply with the law, but it was very impor-
tant to make as few changes as possible for our voters.”

She said 89 percent of current precincts had no boundary changes and 98.6 percent of voters will cast their ballots 
at their current polling place. Clark said about 8,000 voters would be affected by the change.

As part of the process, the county gained two new precincts, going from 299 to 30�. New precinct �07 is located 
at the southern tip of the county, and new precinct 600 is just west of where the Courtney Campbell Causeway 
meets the land and the Bayside Bridge.

New voter information cards will be mailed to all 630,000 registered voters after staff has finished updating the 
database with the new information. The card will include information about voting districts, precinct numbers 
and polling places.

Clarks said voters should check the postcard to make sure all the information was correct, including name, 
address and party affiliation. Cost for the mailing is about $400,000.

A copy of the new precinct map is available at votepinellas.com. •
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national 
political discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best 
candidates and getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write 
letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change 
to our communities, our county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to 
enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. 
Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 

Meet other active Democrats 

Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential candidates 

Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national importance 

•

•

•

•

•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club members 
are an interested, involved, informed - and opinionated - bunch.  
And providing a forum for all that “good stuff” is an important 
function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages articles and 
letters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every attempt 
to publish factual information, and who encourage the free 
exchange of information and opinions. It should include input 
from all of us.  However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed 
by contributors may not necessarily reflect those of the club. Please 
send submissions to newsletter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@
gmail.com 

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor Lois Fries 
know. She will also be happy to add more folks to our newsletter 
email list. (Please forward to anyone you know who may be inter-
ested in what we do and how to join.)  Her address is:    loisfries@
gmail.com   •

What do we include in the Newsletter?

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?

http://lmp-progressivecommittee.ruck.us/


