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From the President’s Desk 

I have often been accused of not 
being able to think or write anything 
non-political and this letter which 
started out to be a simple wish for 
happy holidays proves that point. I 
do wish every one of you a wonder-
ful holiday and a happy and healthy 
New Year.

Sincerely,

Mary Lou •

Our next club meeting
Please mark your calendars 

for our next meeting, Monday, 
January  22 at 7:00 P.M. at the  
Acropol Restaurant 1170 Starkey 
Rd., Largo.

  In January we will welcome back 
our Founder and former President, 
Dr. Rich Piper. Rich will give us his 
perspective  on effects of the 20�6 
election one-year out, and a preview 
of the 20�8 mid-term elections.

It’s always good to have Rich drive 
across the Bay to join us, so please 
don’t miss this opportunity. 

By Mary Lou Ambrose

H a p p y 
Holidays to all.

Thank you for 
being members 
of the Largo 
Club. It is won-
derful to know 
so many good 
Democrats who 

are willing to work to change the 
damage being done by the destructive 
Administration in Washington.

We all know that 20�8 will be a turn-
ing point for this country. Will the 
country remain under the regressive 
leadership we are watching unfold? 
Or will good people of all Parties, eth-
nicities and Religion stand up and say 
“NO?”

There have been some positive signs. 
Starting with the Women’s March, 
many Americans have stood up and 
had their voices heard. Virginia’s 
Special election, especially for the 
House of Delegates’ addition of �5 
Democrats (and �� of them women) 
was a huge step forward. The best 
vote of that election was when the 
“bathroom bill” guy was beaten by 
the Trans woman. The Blacks and 
the millennials knocked out the child 
molester in Alabama. However, we 
need to pick up every purple state elec-
tion in 20�8 and fill the seats of those 
Republicans who are refusing to run 
again. We must convince Indepedents 
and rational Republicans to vote out 
anyone who voted for the bill to get 
rid of Obama Care or the “Tax Cut 
Bill To Make Billionaires Richer.”  We 
must choose an outstanding person to 
be our Presidential candidate in 2020 
and we all must work hard to get that 
Candidate as well as all down ballot 
Democrats elected.
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•

Our featured speaker 
for Janaury is Largo/
Mid-Pinellas Democratic 
Club founder and 
President emeritus,  Dr. 
John Richard Piper.

Rich received his PhD in Political 
Science and Government from Cornell University, where he met his wife, Theresa.  
He taught Political Science at the University of Tampa for 32 years.  He was an 
early supporter of then-Senator Barack Obama and was instrumental in organ-
izing Obama for America in both 
Tampa and Pinellas County.

Rich, along with a few individu-
als who comprised the core of the OFA Pinellas group, came together in 
Janaury, 2009 to continue the community outreach efforts and to promote 
the Democratic Values embodied in our then new US President.  Thus was 
born the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club,.  Which, for the first year 
or so, met in Rich & Theresa’s Dining Room (much to Theresa’s chagrin), 
until a larger venue was needed.  

The Club which was chartered with less than 25 members, now has 106 
paid members.  •

How better can we honor the Founder of this club than to have over 100 members show up to 
hear him speak in January?
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Sen. Bill Nelson  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.senate.
gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco Rubio  (R)
 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.gov/

contact_form.cfm 

Rep. Charlie Crist (D)

Washington, DC Office
Phone: (202) 225-5961
Fax: (202) 225-9764

District Office
Phone: (727) 318-6770
Fax: (727) 623-0619

Email: https://crist.house.gov/contact/email

Rep. Cathy Castor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) (225-3376   
Email: www.Castor.house.gov

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R)

(727) 940-5860 or (202) 225-5755 Email: www.
bilirakis.house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 
Delegation

Food items go to the :

      HIGHLIGHTS from Nov.

Dr. Susan MacManus, who recently announced her 
retirement from teaching, brings to us knowledge and 
experience from her 30 years teaching political science 
as a distinguished professor at the University of South 
Florida. She began her presentation with the question, 
“will 20�8 be a wave for the Democrats?”

According the Dr. MacManus, the answer could be 
yes. There are large numbers of Democrats running for 
office. The president has a low approval rating. For 20�8 
in Florida there are US Senate and gubernatorial races. 
Dr. Mac Manus emphasized the importance of the race 
for governor for the Democrats. The winner will have veto power over redistricting 
and could reverse the loss of political influence in the state.

Dr. MacManus advised that 
Democrats’ emphasis must be on grass 
roots efforts vs. top-down politick-
ing. She stated that Democrats can-
not ignore state races. She felt that the 
party that is able to unite and come out 
running with the right messages after 
the primaries will likely win. A lively 
Q&A followed the presentation. •
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    Special Invitation from the Snedekers

Our grandson, Garrett Snedeker, will give a benefit piano recital on Saturday, December 
23, at 2:00 p.m. at the Church of the Isles, 200 2�th Ave. Indian Rocks Beach.  Donations 
will go towards hurricane relief in Puerto Rico.

Garrett Snedeker. �9,  is a Junior majoring in Piano Performance at Washington State University, and 
studies piano with Dr. Jeffrey Savage. Garrett is President of the WSU collegiate MTNA Chapter, Vice-
President of Allegro (WSU Association for Music Advocacy), and is part of the WSU Honors College. In 
high school, Garrett competed at State WMEA Solo/Ensemble Contest in piano, cello, and string quartet, 
and was selected for Washington Music Educators Association All State Honor groups on piano and cello. 
In 20�� and 20�5, he was chosen as winner for the Yakima/ Ellensburg MTNA Chapter for State Honors, 
and performed at the state conference. Last summer, he attended the Bowdoin International Music Festival 
in Maine, and recently traveled to Brazil to research the female Brazilian composer Chiquinha Gonzaga. 

Garrett was winner of the 20�6 and 20�7 Washington State Music Teachers National Association 
(MTNA) Young Artist Competition, and is preparing to compete in the regional competition in Portland, 
Oregon mid-January. He is excited to share his music in Florida while visiting his grandparents during 
the Christmas season. 

Rod Snedeker •

Extracted from:

Ellensburg pianist preparing for 
intense, regional competition
By Tammy Ayer 

The program was impressive, featuring pieces by J.S. Bach, 
Ludwig van Beethoven, Frederic Chopin, Domenico Scarlatti 
and modern Australian composer Carl Vine.

Banana in hand, Garrett Snedeker was ready. After he fin-
ished the banana and spoke briefly before his June recital in 
Yakima, he sat down at the grand piano and began to play.

“My mom always brings me a banana, even when I was in 
high school,” said Snedeker, a 20�5 graduate of Ellensburg High School. “Potassium is supposed to release certain 
chemicals; it’s supposed to help. Whether it’s the placebo effect, it seems to work.” 

Having performed and competed many times since lessons began at age �, the Washington State University 
sophomore has his preparatory routine down for his next contest Monday. ...

...He is competing against pianists representing Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon and Wyoming. The winner 
advances to the national finals in Baltimore in March.

“This particular one, the stakes are higher; I’m having to take extra steps to not think the stakes are higher because 
it’s a little bit more intense. Everyone else is a little bit more prepared,” said Snedeker, �9. •
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Florida Dems Continue Grassroots 
Momentum, Elect Terrie Rizzo as FDP 
Chair
Posted December 9, 2017

The party has the momentum and grass-
roots support that it takes to win in 2018

 Today, the members of the Florida Democratic Party used 
their grassroots power to elect Terrie Rizzo as the new chair of 
the Democratic Party. Chairwoman Rizzo is committed and 
ready to continue the string of victories seen by Democrats this 
year.

 “Acting Chairwoman Judy Mount led the Florida Democratic 
Party in the lead-up to today’s election. Chairwoman Mount was 
the first African-American woman to lead the state’s Democrats 
and we are grateful for her dedication and leadership.” said FDP 
spokesperson Johanna Cervone. “Democrats around the coun-
try are resisting Donald Trump and the Republican party’s 
disastrous policies that only serve the wealthy few while leaving 
working families behind. Our state has seen a swell of momen-
tum that has resulted in major election wins for Democrats in 
20�7. Florida Democrats are organized, energized and taking on 
Donald Trump, Rick Scott and the GOP. Under Chairwoman 
Rizzo’s new leadership, FDP is ready to flip Florida blue in 20�8 
and begin creating an economy that works for everyone, not 
just those at the top.”

 Chairwoman Rizzo Bio:

 Terrie Heinrich Rizzo is the three-term Chairwoman of the 
Palm Beach County Democratic Party, the “Chair of Chairs” 
of the Florida Democratic County Chairs Association (DCCA), 
and one of Florida’s ten elected members of the Democratic 
National Committee. She is proud to be part of the Florida 
Democratic Party team that will Flip Florida Blue in 20�8 and 
retake the White House in 2020!

 DEMOCRATIC ACTIVISM AND 
PARTY MANAGEMENT:

Always an “engaged citizen and passionate Democrat”, Terrie 
first become politically active with Democrats Abroad while 
living in Europe during the 2000 Presidential Election, and 
vowed to “get involved and make a difference.” After moving 
back to the United States, she started her path to activism as 
a volunteer with the 200� John Kerry Campaign, then as DEC 
Committeewoman for her precinct in Boca Raton, and was 
elected to be Palm Beach County DEC Vice Chair in 2006. 

 Terrie assumed the position of the Palm Beach County 
Chairwoman in 20�2 and was unanimously re-elected with-
out opposition in December 20�� and 20�6. Under her lead-
ership, Palm Beach County Democrats have developed an 
organization which is widely regarded as one of the best 
county organizations in the state of Florida and nationally, 
focusing on year-round organizing, training and precinct 
development, and emphasis on voting by mail. 

 In January 20�7 she was elected by state Democrats as one 
of Florida’s ten representatives to the Democratic National 
Committee, and in April 20�7 she was elected by her fellow 
county chairs as “Chair of Chairs” of the Florida Democratic 
County Chairs Association. She also served as an elected 
Florida Delegate to both the 20�2 and 20�6 National 
Conventions.

 FUNDRAISING:

When Terrie’s team took the helm of the Palm Beach 
County Democratic Party, the organization was not self-
sufficient and in debt.  UnderTerrie’s leadership the Palm 
Beach DEC went from a negative operating budget to rais-
ing over $600,000 in the 20�6 cycle. Palm Beach DEC does 
not have paid staff or consultants, so �00% of those fund-
raising dollars went to support campaigns and grassroots 
organizing. Her team has developed the innovative Blue 
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Victory Precinct Leader’s Manual and Victory 
Express Precinct Newsletter, now used by over 
35 counties in Florida.

 PERSONAL:

Terrie is especially committed to the impor-
tance of grassroots involvement inclusion and 
diversity, and participation by all, and she is 
inspired by her favorite political quote: “One 
person can make a difference and everyone 
should try.” - John F. Kennedy.

 As a Navy brat, and later as an adult, Terrie 
has had the privilege of living in many areas of 
the United States and abroad. Terrie has over 
�0 years of experience in the fields of health 
& fitness education and communications. She 
is a specialist in adult exercise and ergonom-
ics. Since moving to Florida, she continues to 
instruct multiple fitness classes weekly and 
provides coaching & personal training for pri-
vate clients, specializing in “fitness over 50”. 
She says she has the best jobs in the world, 
helping people be fit and healthy and helping 
elect Democrats!

 In addition to being a political junkie, Terrie 
enjoys traveling, dining, sports (especially 
football), and the theater, and she is a vora-
cious reader. She and her husband, Mike, an 
Information Technology executive and con-
sultant, have been married for over �5 years 
and have one son, Matthew, daughter-in law, 
Kate, and two grandchildren, Annika and Bo, 
who live in San Francisco -- Democrats (and 
future Democrats) all! •

Dear Democrats,

I would like to thank all those who participated in our party’s election 
for Chair this past Saturday.

This election was special for many reasons, but I am most proud to 
have been part of a historic, all-women slate of candidates. I would like 
to thank Alma Gonzalez   who has made great contributions to our party 
and put personal ambitions aside for the goal of party unity - we will 
need her continued leadership making our party stronger . I also want to 
thank  Stacey Patel  and Monica Russo for their passion for our principles 
and goals. They are an important part of our Democratic team and we 
need their voices and leadership at the table. It was an honor to have run 
alongside such incredible women leaders and I look forward to working 
with each of them as we build a better Florida.

I am humbled and honored that Florida Democrats chose me to lead 
our state party. As promised, I am committed to working throughout the 
state to continue the 67 county strategy and plan that was being imple-
mented. Thanks to our grassroots power, we have already won major elec-
tions in 20�7. Democrats will work in every corner of the state to elect 
progressive candidates up and down the ballot from city councils to the 
Governor’s Mansion. This year, an unprecedented momentum backed by 
a winning strategy resulted in big wins. Though we may have differences 
of opinions, our Democratic family always comes together to resolve our 
issues using the values and principles we all fight to uphold each and 
every day. The new year will be no different - we have the momentum, 
the passion and the strategy, and we will win in 20�8.

As I begin my tenure as your new Chair, I look forward to working with 
each and every one of you as we roll up our sleeves and get to work elect-
ing Democrats and reversing the harmful Republican policies that have 
ravaged our state for far too long. Working together all across the state 
-- in north, central, & south Florida, in small, medium, & large counties, 
in red & blue areas, and in unity with our Democratic coalition & allies 
-- together we will build a better Florida.

Thank you for your support and above all, thank you for fight-
ing for our party and our state. Let’s #FlipFloridaBlue in 20�8!

In Solidarity,

Terrie Rizzo

Chair

Florida Democratic Party •
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State &  County 
RepReSentativeS

For the most up-to-date information on your 
Federal, State, and County representatives  
including all contact information, Go to :
http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

HOW TO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE
Many of you expressed interest in making regular contributions to the Largo/

Mid-PineLLas Progressive PoLiticaL coMMittee.  The Political 

Committee allows us to donate more to candidates or issue 

advocacy than our club bylaws and state statute allow from our General Funds.  
 
For example, many banks have repeating automated bill paying.  That makes contributing auto-
matic and easy each month.  Contact us for the Account number for the electronic deposit.

Or you can send a check to: 

The Payee Name must be:  Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political Committee.  OR LMPPPC

the mailing address is  
Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political committee.  or  

Largo/Mid-Pinellas democratic club 
P.o. Box 1242 

   Largo, FL 33779

https://www.facebook.
com/Largodemocrats/
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national politi-
cal discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best candidates and 
getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write letters, make phone 
calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change to our communities, our 
county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and 
celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 
Meet other active Democrats 
Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential 
candidates 
Raise funds and work for candidates 
 Participate in community service projects 
 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national 
importance 
Attend special events and monthly meetings. 
For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

Stating in membership year 20�7  our dues will be $�5.00 per year.  This is the first increase in dues since 
our founding in 2009.

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club mem-
bers are an interested, involved, informed - and opinionated 
- bunch.  And providing a forum for all that “good stuff” is an 
important function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages 
articles and letters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every 
attempt to publish factual information, and who encourage 
the free exchange of information and opinions. It should 
include input from all of us.  However, the opinions and view-
points expressed by contributors may not necessarily reflect 
those of the club. Please send submissions to newsletter edi-
tor, Wanda Schwerer @wschwerer@gmail.com •

What do we include in the Newsletter?

change, yes we can

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


