
Page �   Volume 9 Number 7    July  20�7

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Lois Fries
Loisfries@gmail.com

LAYOUT EDITOR
Wanda Schwerer
admin@largodemocrats.com 

PHOTO EDITOR
Heidi Sanchez

BOARD Of  
DIREcTORS

Mary Lou Ambrose, President
Bill Walker, Vice-President
Becky Heeren, Secretary
Linda Veronich, Corresponding Secretary
Charlie Tucker, Treasurer
Lorena Grizzle 
Bob Glass
Charlotte Maas
Ginny Nelson
Heidi Sanchez
Wanda Schwerer (Webmaster) 

      Elizabeth Snedeker
Lodewijk van den Berg 

     Peggy Tucker

All of the officers were elected March, 2075.  
Next election is March, 20�9

Additional contact information is available on 
www.largodemocrats.com – click on Opin-
ions and Letters 

From the President’s Desk 

➢ Next page

pay means she was lazy and did not 
earn enough to care for herself and 
her family.

We have a history of walking all over 
the underdog. We started with the 
indigenous people whom we found 
here. We renamed them “Indians”, 
and those we did not kill with diseases, 
we drove into segregated camps. We 
signed treaties that we broke indis-
criminately. We destroyed a culture 
because it was different from ours.

Then, there was, of course, slavery. 
The framers of the Declaration of 
Independence brokered a deal that 
Donald Trump would be proud of. 
These good Christian men decided 
that a black slave was equal to 3/5 
of a person. This kept the southern 
colonies in the deal. The current 
rage against immigrants was fore-
shadowed by the boatload of Jewish 
refugees we refused to allow to enter 
the country. Also, let’s not forget the 
Japanese American families who were 
imprisoned because their heritage 
was Japanese.

Our next club meeting
Please mark your calendars for 

our next meeting, Monday, July. 
17 at 7:00 P.M. at the  Acropol 
Restaurant 1170 Starkey Rd., 
Largo.

  Our speaker will be Sylvia 
Acevedo. Director at Florida Center 
for Survivors of Torture & Refugee 
Resettlement Programs; Gulf Coast 
Jewish Family and Community 
Services. .

We Americans 
think of our-
selves as good 
people. We are 
always ready to 
contribute to 
the underdog. 
U FUND ME 
websites often 
bring in consid-
erable money for 

people who seem to have had bad luck 
or who have been taken advantage of 
in a distressful situation. We do have 
heroes – usually individuals who put 
themselves in a dangerous situation 
in order to help another person. Who 
could possibly forget the firefight-
ers who ran toward the Towers when 
everyone else was running away. In our 
grandest moment, we saved Europe 
with the Marshall Plan. Rather than 
watch our allies and our enemies fall, 
we reached out with aid that allowed 
them to flourish. 

But there is also another side to us, 
a side we are seeing a lot of right now. 
We watch our Republican Senators 
claim to be putting together a Health 
Care bill with the sole purpose of cut-
ting out the taxes on the rich which 
fund the subsidies in Obama Care. 
To make themselves feel better about 
it they convince themselves that the 
people who are getting the tax funded 
subsidies for health care are lazy bums 
who get sick because they drink too 
much and smoke a lot. They man-
age to ignore the fact that the elderly, 
the disabled, and children benefit the 
most from the Medicaid Program they 
are trying to destroy. Paul Ryan tells 
us that their plan is better because it 
gives everyone “access” to whatever 
treatment or medication they want. A 
person does not have access to a treat-
ment or a medication that costs more 
than she earns in a year. His reason-
ing is irrational but others nod and 
agree.  In Ryan World that inability to 
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Sen. Bill Nelson  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco Rubio  (R)
 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

Rep. Charlie Crist(D)

local offices still establishing  
(202) 225-5961
Email:https://crist.house.gov/contact/

email

Rep. Cathy Castor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R)

(727) 940-5860 or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.
house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 
Delegation

➢from previous page

Who are we? Are we the sponsors of 
the Marshall Plan or are we the firefight-
ers who ran toward the collapsing tow-
ers? Are we those who turned away the 
Jews and the Syrian immigrants or the 
people who reach out to those in need 
and give them help and support? Are 
we Elliott Richardson who stood up to a 
President who defied the Constitution, 
or Paul Ryan who allowed a different 
President to destroy the fundamental 
basics of our democracy without a chal-
lenge? Our history says we are all these 
things. Which will we be this time? 
•

In Memorian:

Philip Lerner, MD

Sometimes we don’t recognize the Heroes among us. A week or so ago I 
received a note from Betty Morgenstein that Philip Lerner, MD had died. 
At first, I thought she had made a mistake telling me since I did not know a 
Dr. Lerner. Then I realized that Dr. Phillip Lerner was Phil Lerner, husband 
of long time School Board Member, Linda Lerner. I didn’t even know he was 
a doctor! In fact Phil and Linda are customers of our Insurance Agency. I 
remembered that Phil was always nice but quiet, usually turning the phone 
over to Linda if I called about a policy.

Phil and Linda had been married for 47 years when he died. An amazing 
thing.

A day or two later I read his Obituary and I was blown away. After Medical 
School, Phil’s residency was through the US Public Health Service, treating 
needy patients on Staten Island and in Anchorage Alaska. After moving to 
Pinellas in �975 he practiced medicine for 30 years. But he did not simply have 
a money making practice. He worked with the Clearwater Free Clinic for years, 
often treating Free Clinic Patients in his personal office.

After he “Retired” Phil made 5 trips to Haiti as a volunteer surgeon largely 
working from the Albert Schweitzer Hospital there. He cared about the people 
he treated so much that he learned to speak Haitian Creole so that he could 
communicate with them and understand their medical issues as well as their 
culture. I have heard, although have not verified, that he went to extreme mea-
sures to get medical supplies to Haitian hospitals and treatment centers. He 
went back to Haiti again and again to help people who needed him.

And so, the quiet man I kind of knew was a hero. We need more people like 
him. In this time when medical care is being taken from United States citizens 
who need help by the President and elected officials who care only to enrich 
those already too rich, this Doctor’s care for people in need stands out.  There 
are others like him. Why don’t we know about them?

Donations can be made in his name at hashaiti.org. •
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Sylvia Acevedo, 
Director at Florida 
Center for Survivors 
of Torture & 
Refugee Resettlement 
Programs; Gulf 
Coast Jewish Family 
and Community 
Services will �e our fea� will �e our fea�
tured speaker in July!  

Ms. Acevedo sserves as the Senior Director 
at Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community 
Services. She is  responsible for overseeing 
the delivery of service, program implemen-
tation and direction of the agency’s Refugee 
& Employment Programs, which includes 
the only torture rehabilitation center in 
the state of Florida and the Non Custodial 
Parent Employmenl programs.

The agency has a full complement of refu-
gee programs, such as refugee resettlement 
and employment (match grant) , survivor 
of torture, refugee youth service, refugee 

micro enterprise, intensive casemanagement, and in-house 
interpreter services. The department also serves as a place-
ment site for AmeriCorps members through a partnership 
with CNCS for who work to help the volunteer capacity.

Much of her focus is trained on supporting the successful 
integration of refugees through direct services, community 
capacity building activities, research, legislative advocacy 
and leveraging of social capital. Additionally, I provide pro-
gram managers with supervision, guidance and training, 
while identifying unmet needs for program improvements 
and expansion opportunities. Administrative responsibili-
ties include program and content planning, writing grants 
proposals, deliverable reports, amicus briefs, blogs, and social 
media content. 

Ms. acevedo has  25+ years of experience specifically with 
individuals who have been victimized, either on an interper-
sonal level or through systems and entities acting under the 
color of law. She has worked with victims of domestic and 
sexual violence, human trafficking victims, and refugees, 
survivors of torture, LGBTQI individuals and marginalized 
populations. Most recently she has been working on building 
capacity around working with LGBTI refugees/Asylees.

Ms. Acevedo holds a Mater of Laws, LL.M from St. Thomasholds a Mater of Laws, LL.M from St. Thomas 
University School of Law in Human Rights and a BS/MS in 
Psychology from Lynn University. •
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Gulf Coast JFCS helps Syrian families 
find new life here after fleeing from 
civil war
By THAIS LEON-MILLER

Jewish Press ,  Oct. 9 2015

The news is saturated with stories of Syrian refugees fleeing 
their country, most times by sailing in poorly constructed boats 
or walking long distances just to find a place that will shelter 
them and their families. The stories seem a world away, but Gulf 
Coast Jewish Family & Community Services has been doing its 
part to help right here in the Tampa Bay area.

Gulf Coast is currently working with two Syrian families, 
said Sylvia Acevedo, director of Gulf Coast’s Florida Center for 
Survivors of Torture.

The two families each have young children with them: one 
couple has one son and one daughter, both under the age of �0. 
The second family has four children, ranging in age from �2 
years to �6 months.

Both families are considered “survivors of torture,” Acevedo 
said. “They are receiving intensive case management through 
our program.”

With Secretary of State John Kerry’s recent announcement 
that the U.S. will increase the number of Syrian refugees taken 
in, Acevedo said the staff is prepared to house even more people 
and ensure they are able to transition into life in the United 
States.

Through a partnership with the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society 
(HIAS), Gulf Coast has established a history of providing safe 
harbor for those who are displaced. HIAS works with organiza-
tions around the country such as Gulf Coast that are best able 
to accommodate a refugee’s language abilities, religious beliefs, 
housing and employment needs.

Before refugees can be considered for relocation, they must 
have fled their home country and sought asylum in another 
country before coming to the U.S.

Acevedo said there is a common misconception of what it 
means for people to be a refugee, especially since “refugee” and 
“immigrant” seemed to be used interchangeably in the media.

“A refugee doesn’t choose to leave their country, their belong-
ings, their house and their schools,” said Acevedo. “They are 
persecuted and often tortured. They’ve left everything behind. 
They are not economic immigrants. They are fleeing their home 
and losing everything.”

Coming to the states doesn’t seem to alleviate refugee fears 
either. Acevedo said the two Syrian families weren’t willing to 
be interviewed by a reporter the previous day because of their 
concern for family members still in harm’s way.

One of the fathers, who is already working, speaks English 
and is well educated, was terrified at the prospect of show-
ing his face on television, she said.

There are bright notes that play after the heartache, though. 
Acevedo spoke about a Cuban refugee named Aida. She had 
been a practicing psychologist when she and her husband 
fled and had to leave their two daughters and her career that 
spanned 25 years behind. Immediately after entering Gulf 
Coast’s program, she began studying at the University of 
South Florida to get her U.S. license. Temple Beth-El in St. 
Petersburg assisted by donating a computer that Aida used 
for school.

“This is an example of the resilience, the desire to get 
ahead that refugees come with,” said Acevedo.

Recently Aida learned that she would be able to bring her 
two daughters over to the U.S. as well.

Among the services provided by Gulf Coast are child-
care, housing, job placement, English training and medical 
screening for the first 90 days. They also partner with the 
Clearwater Police Department and, quarterly, they teach 
the refugees about local and state laws.

For more information on Gulf Coast’s refugee resettle-
ment and Survivors of Torture programs, call (727) 450-
7273 or visit gulfcoastjewishfamilyandcommunityservices.
org.  • 
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  If you have a pressing issue or one of general inter-
est, send it to Peggy Tucker.

Turn Up the Heat on GOP over 
Healthcare!

As of this writing, the new version of the 
Republicans’ Obamacare repeal bill is due to be 
released in the Senate on Thursday (July �3) with 
a vote planned for some time the week of July �7. 
Who knows what “tweaks” will have been made 
to the original version, but it remains uncertain 
that enough GOP Senators can be enticed to sup-
port it.

Could it even be possible that some of the more 
moderate (and sensible?) GOP Senators will 
find a way to actually include their Democratic 
counterparts in the process? Who knows? There 
could even be hope that a reworked version of 
ObamaCare could emerge that would actually be 
good for all of us.

To that end, we need to keep calling/emailing 
the following U.S. Senators to keep up the pres-
sure on them. Thank them for being conscien-
tious (well, maybe not Rubio!) and willing to lis-
ten. Ask them to agree that both Democrats and 
Republicans need to be involved in the process of 
compromise on healthcare so that the best legis-
lation possible can be passed.

Here are the names along with contact information 
including twitter handle: 

Sen. Bill Nelson (D-FL)
(202) 224-5274
@BillSenatorNels

www.billnelson.senate.gov/contact-bill

Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL)
(202) 224-304� 
@MarcoRubioCAP

www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact

Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)
(202) 224-6665
@lisamurkowski

www.murkowski.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact

Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine)
(202) 224-2523  
@SenatorCollins 

www.collins.senate.gov/contact

Sen. Dean Heller (R-Nevada)
(202) 224-6244
@SenDeanHeller 

www.heller.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact-form

Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio)
(202) 224-3353 
@senrobportman

www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact

Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R-West Virginia)
(202) 224-6472 
@CapitoforWV

www.capito.senate.gov/contact/contact-shelley

 •

➢ Next page
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 Club News

Upcoming speakers! 2017   

August 
  
  

September

October

November

Updoming   
 Renee Flowers, member of Pinellas County School Board

Pam Keith
Attorney Pam Keith, whose low-budget 2016 bid for U.S. Senate got nearly as many 

primary votes as Alan Grayson‘s high-profile campaign, has formed an exploratory com-
mittee for a potential run for the U.S. House seat of Rep. Brian Mast, R-Palm City.

To Be Finalized

Dr Susan MacManus
Distinguished University Professo Dept. of Government & International Affairs, USF,  

is also a well-known Political Analyst on Florida radio and television.  She has served 
on many State, National and International Advisory Boards on Election Reform and 
Economics. Dr. MacManus has spoken to us before on the results of National Elections,  
and we are honored to have her return to give us an update on our elections and what 
we can expect in 20�8.

To be determined

Juneteenth Voter Registration Event
by Ginny Nelson

On Saturday June �7th, members of the local Democratic group, 
the Tuesday Morning Game Changers, joined with the residents of 
Ridgecrest in the celebration of Juneteenth. Juneteenth is the day of 
celebration of freedom from slavery.  Juneteenth is the day to com-
memorate all the contributions made to American life by its black 
citizens. We heard a lengthy list of important people, known to all 
of us, who have contributed in many different ways to the history of 
America. 

Our part in the celebration was to register voters and get petitions 
signed.  The petition drive is to gather 700,000 signatures in support 
of placing the restoration of the felon voting rights issue on the 20�8 
ballot.  The goal is to   give Florida voters the option to vote for a legal system that makes it easier for felons, once 
they have completed the terms of their sentence, to be able to vote.

We registered five new voters and collected about twenty-five signed petitions.

Calvary Episcopal Church Food Bank Voter Registration Event 

On Wednesday July �2th the Tuesday Morning Game Changers spent two hours registering voters and collecting 
signed petitions.  It was a very busy morning for the food bank staff.  While patrons waited outside for their turn 
inside the church, we  used that time to update voter registration forms as needed and to collect signatures for 
restoration of felon voting rights.  •
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 The Florida Democrati Party will hold it’s biennuel State Convention this fall in Orlando.  Each county must elect delegates 
to attend this convention.  Pinellas County has a total of over �30 delegates allotted.  We must elect 67 delegates to supplement 
our 60+ automatic delegates (elected officers, Elected officials  - Federal, State, County and local), and other appointed delegates. 
Our FDP State Chair, Stephen Bittel has mandated that all such state-wide meeting have meaningful substance, in terms of 
training or panels.  The first two quarterly meeting have shown that he is serious about improving the quality and substance 
of these meetings.  The new President of the Florida Democratic Party, Salley Boynton Brown hit the ground at full speed, and 
promises to bring us more results this fall, in term of fleshing out the details of the 20�8 Election Plan.  Please take the time to 
browse this doeucment at: http://www.floridadems.org/get-involved/2018-FDP-Election-Plan.

One part of that plan is articulating our Values and our message.  Pleae join us this fall for a full examination of this Plan, 
and how we will use this information to mobile and energize the Florida Democratic Party.

   Our Values
Florida Democrats believe in effective and efficient government that prioritizes quality education, affordable health care, 
and an economy in which anyone who works hard can succeed.

Most importantly, we believe that we are stronger together. We believe the fundamental American promise — that you can 
go as far as your own hard work will take you — should shine brightest in Florida.

That is why we champion the middle class and cherish the principle that all Floridians should have the opportunity to work 
hard and succeed. That is why we will never stop fighting for better public schools, because education is the surest path to 
a better life for millions.

From standing for affordable health care and better schools to fighting for civil rights and access to the ballot box, Florida 
Democrats are leading every day to move our state forward.

 Education

Democrats believe that to build the economy of the future and attract lasting jobs that pay well, Florida needs an educated 
workforce. 

Jobs

Florida Democrats believe that Florida prospers when we all pull together. We see a future where everyone who works hard 
and plays by the rules can succeed. 

Health Care

Democrats believe affordable, high quality health care is part of the American promise, that everyone should have the secu-
rity that comes with good health care, and that no one should go broke because they get sick. Women and Families

We understand that women’s issues are economic issues, and that is why creating jobs that pay well is so important to Florida 
Democrats. We understand that women’s rights are civil rights, and that is why Democrats fight against wage discrimination 
and violence against women. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

➢ Next page
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Civil Rights

Democrats have a long and proud history of defend-
ing civil rights and expanding opportunity for all 
Americans. 

Voting Rights

Democrats will never stop fighting attempts to sup-
press our votes, and will work for reform that creates 
accessible, open, and fair elections — a system that 
ensures that every eligible person can cast a vote and 
that every lawfully cast vote is counted.  

Protecting Our Land and Water

Democrats will stand firm against efforts to weaken 
Florida’s protection of our land and water. We reject 
the false choice between economic prosperity and a 
healthy environment. In Florida, economic strength 
and environmental health go hand-in-hand.  

Immigration

Florida Democrats are working with both parties in Washington, D.C. to pass comprehensive immigration 
reform that will protect our national security, secure our economic future, and allow hundreds of thousands 
to step out of the shadows. 

Accountability in Government

Democrats are committed to enact-
ing sweeping ethics reform to limit the 
influence of special interests and lob-
byists and ensure that government is 
accountable to the people — and only to 
the people.  

On the Floridadems.org website, each of 
these bullet points has additional detail.  
Please take the time to browse the site.•

•

•

•

•

➢from previous page
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June Highlights

In June, John Romano, Metro Columnist for the Tampa Bay Times, 
once again gave us his very unfiltered insight into today’s political envi-
ronment.  His candid comments were 
heart-felt and unexpected in line with 
how many of us have been feeling and 
thinking.  

I wish I coud say that John had a reas-
suring message for us, but he is as scep-
tical as we are about the direction our 
political universe is heading.  At any 
rete, it is good to hear  a professional 
jornalist’s take on the situation we find 
ourselves in on a daily basis.

Alex Heeren, candidate for FL HD 
66, is an employee of the Pinellas 
County School Board. Having been a 
middle school teacher for seven years, 
he is now instructing Pinellas County 
teachers on how to best use the techno-
logical tools they have been provided/ 
At right, Alex is pictured with his class, 
getting started early teaching the next 
generation of coders at Girls Inc. of 
Pinellas

 Save the Date

At the RAndolph Farms Club House, 13300 Indian 
Rocks Road, Largo.  Largo?Mid-Pinellas Democratic 
Club Annual Holiday Potluck.  Please plan to attend, 
and bring your favorite dish or beverage to share. 
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 Environmental News :

The majority-Republican House of 
Representatives declared Friday that climate 
change is a national security threat while 
passing a defense spending bill, according to 
reports. It’s a stunning turn for a party that 
has for a long time distanced itself from cli-
mate science in favor of business interests.

The $696 billion bill, which sets up the 
military’s 20�8 fiscal year budget, passed by 
a vote of 344-8�. It also includes provisions 
that call for better oversight of the military’s 
cyberoperations and knocks back President 
Donald Trump’s attempt to close military 
bases, the Associated Press reported.

The surprising section calls global warm-
ing “a direct threat to the national security” 
and instructs the Pentagon to create a report 
on how climate change could affect the mili-
tary. It asks for a list of �0 bases that could be 
susceptible to phenomena such as increased 
flooding and rising oceans.

Republicans did at one time appear ready 
to tackle the contentious issue of climate 
change, when Senator John McCain of 
Arizona secured the party’s presidential 
nomination in 2008, according to The New 
York Times. McCain’s support for doing so 
included an ad that quoted him calling out 
former President George W. Bush on the 
issue and saying he had “sounded the alarm 
on global warming.”

Since then, however, the party has scaled 
back such support—even if many Republicans 
privately say they believe climate change is 
real.

“Most Republicans still do not regard 
climate change as a hoax,” White Ayres, 
a Republican strategist, told the Times 
last month. “But the entire climate 
change debate has now been caught up 
in the broader polarization of American 
politics.

“In some ways,” Ayres continues, “it’s 
become yet another of the long list of lit-
mus-test issues that determine whether 
or not you’re a good Republican.” 

It’s become especially difficult for 
Republicans to budge on the issue due 
to President Donald Trump’s stance 
and recent decisions. The president 
put Scott Pruitt, who has long advo-
cated against climate scientists and 
environmentalists, in charge of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, and 
on June �, Trump withdrew the U.S. 
from the Paris climate accord, a mul-
tilateral effort meant to curb carbon 
emissions around the world.

But the defense bill could also, in part, 
be considered a win for the president, 
who has said he wants a strong military. 
The House approved a defense budget 
that is $30 billion more than Trump 
had originally asked for, but in order for 
it to pass, Congress will have to find a 
way around 20��’s Budget Control Act, 
which called for $487 billion in defense 
spending cuts over �0 years.  •

 Dont miss:
A PLAStIC OCEAN / 
2016 AWARD-WINNING 

DOCUMENtARy

PUBLIC · HOStED By 
yOLANDA ROMAN

tHURSDAy, JULy 27 
At 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

GULFPORt PUBLIC 
LIBRARy

5501 28tH AVE 
S, GULFPORt, 
FLORIDA 33707•

➢from previous page

CLIMATE CHANGE A ‘NATIONAL 
SECURITY THREAT,’ REPUBLICAN�
LED HOUSE DECLARES IN 
DEFENSE BILL VOTE

Newsweek � �y Greg price, 7/17/2017 read at:
http://www.newsweek.com/climate-change-national-security-republicans-

637174
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      LETTERS & OPINIONS

I Pledge Allegiance To 
The … Truth
by Ray Tampa

tO MID-tOWN RESIDENtS 
WHO ARE FOND OF RICK 
BAKER: “yOU HAVE BEEN 
HAD, HOODWINKED, 
BAMBOOZLED AND 
LED AStRAy.”

St PEtERSBURG, FL - 

TampaBay Times Political Editor 
Adam Smith wrote in an article 
dated June 30, 20�7 the follow-
ing statement: “The perception that 
Baker, mayor from 200� – 20�0, was 
more attentive to heavily African 
American neighborhoods is com-
mon among the city’s Black voters 
and could be fatal to Kriseman’s re-
election prospects.” In an effort to 
understand the relationship between 
former Mayor Rick Baker and many 
supporters in south St. Petersburg, 
particularly Midtown, I asked some 
pointed questions of police officers, 
business leaders and religious lead-
ers. Here is what I found out through 
a series of interviews:

• Al White, retired St. 
Petersburg Police Officers – I believe 
that Rick Baker genuinely cared for 
the community. He put people in 
place and resources in place to uplift 
the community.

• Major Matt McKinney, St. 
Petersburg Police Department – Rick 
Baker appointed Goliath Davis as 
Deputy Mayor over Midtown. He 
knew Go had a passion and skill set 
to get things done.

• Unnamed, Businessman, (I 
know who he is but I want to keep 
his name to myself) – Rick Baker 
invested over fifteen million dollars 
in Midtown during his nine years as 
mayor.

• Pastor Wayne Thompson 
– Baker was accessible, visible in the 
community, and he promoted the 
delivery of seamless services in the 
city.

• Kevin Johnson – Baker is a 
personable man, you can sit down 
and talk with him. I like what he did 
for education.

After listening to the many com-
munity figures and having read 
Rick Baker’s book, “Seamless City,” 
I couldn’t help but reflect on a state-
ment in the movie about Malcolm X 
when Denzel Washington said, “You 
have been had, hoodwinked, bam-
boozled and led astray.” The facts are 
not on Rick Baker’s side. First, St. 
Petersburg is anything but a seam-
less city. It has never been seamless. 

Former St. Petersburg Times 
reporter, Christina Silva wrote in 
an extensive article dated December 
25, 2009, “Parts of Midtown are still 
among the city’s toughest streets, 
and its residents and businesses 
complain of economic barriers. 
Baker’s goal of a seamless city seems 
as distant today as when he first took 
office.” Mind you, this article was 
written one week before Baker was 
exiting his term as mayor. Secondly, 
appointing Go Davis to oversee the 
affairs of Midtown was an embar-
rassment to our community and it 
should have been an embarrassment 
to Goliath Davis. Taking the city’s 
first African American Police Chief 
from the department and giving him 
an impressive title, Deputy Mayor, 
but restricting him to a specific area 
on the southside was shameful. Can 
you imagine Freddie Crawford, one 
of the COURAGEOUS TWELVE, 
accepting a fancy title such as Deputy 
Chief of Police, while still being told 
that his work area was ONLY south 
St. Pete? None of

the people I questioned felt that 
Officer Crawford or any of the oth-
ers would have

accepted such an arrangement. 
Rick Baker didn’t do us any favors.

Rick Baker said, “I will make sure, 
in the model of Go Davis, that we do 
have accountability

with our police officers.” This was 
said while he was debating Mayor 
Kriseman at Mt. Zion Progressive 
Baptist Church. Baker needs to be 
reminded that he is the one who 
moved Goliath out of the police 
department due to all the turmoil. 
Furthermore, Assistant Chief Luke 
Williams, a highly respected veteran 
with about thirty years on the force is 
quoted in another community paper’s 
article as saying, “Chief Holloway is 
the absolute best chief I’ve worked 
with.” This is a powerful statement 

➢ Next page

A retired Lakewood 
Elementary school princi-
pal and lifelong educator, 
Tampa’s also is a business 
owner.  As a past-president 
of the NAACP’s St. Petersburg 
branch, Ray Tampa has made 
strides to pull government, 
education and community 
leaders together to address 
civil rights issues. The St. 
Petersburg native has pointed 
opinions about city leader-
ship, crime and education.



Page �3   Volume 9 Number 7    July  20�7

since Assistant Chief Williams has 
worked with seven different chiefs, 
including Go Davis.

Rick Baker, by his own admission, 
said the city was booming with devel-
opments to the tune of hundreds of 
millions of dollars. As a matter of 
fact, during Baker’s second term, 
economic growth was more than $� 
billion in downtown development. 
With this type of development you 
would think that the city was reaping 
a windfall of income from fees and 
taxes. That being said, fifteen million 
invested in Midtown over nine years 
is another embarrassment. This was 
peanuts. Weknow 2.3 million went 
into developing the Manhattan 
Casino. Another 7 million was spent 
on Tangerine Plaza. Other dol-
lars were spent buying property for 
other residential and commercial 
use. People, we need hundreds of 
million dollars to eradicate decades 
of neglect in our community. 

Poverty in St. Petersburg grew for 
whites and blacks during Baker’s ten-
ure as mayor. In south St. Petersburg 
there was a 2.4% increase in the rate 
of poverty. For African Americans 
in the city the poverty rate increased 
3.7%. Baker needs to answer the 
question – Why did poverty and 
homelessness increase so much dur-
ing your time in office in light of 
the fact that the city was booming 
economically?

Throughout Rick Baker’s tenure 
as mayor St. Petersburg’s crime sta-
tistics outpaced every other munic-
ipality in the Tampa Bay Area as 
well as the state’s overall data. In 
20�3, former Mayor Bill Foster 
said St. Petersburg crime statis-
tics were at their lowest in over a 
decade since his election in 2009. 
Politifact rated this claim as mostly 
true. My own review of the crime 
statistics confirmed Mayor Foster’s 
statement as well.

Baker suggested that the quality of 
life worsened in St. Petersburg due 
to Mayor Rick Kriseman’s spend-

ing per an article written by Charlie 
Frago of the Tampa Bay Times. This 
is a very disingenuous claim because 
a large part of the quality of life issue 
involves people feeling safe in their 
neighborhoods, homes and busi-
nesses. Too often, residents felt like 
prisoners in their own homes due 
to the exploding crime rates dur-
ing Rick Baker’s term as mayor. For 
example, every year during Baker’s 
nine year term, St. Petersburg’s vio-
lent crime rate far exceeded that of 
the municipalities in the area. As 
a result, St. Petersburg was identi-
fied as far more dangerous. Take 
note, the police union is backing 
Mayor Kriseman is this election due 
to Baker’s mismanagement of law 
enforcement services.

Rick Baker knows quite well that 
his political star, legitimately earned 
or not, has dimmed. People who have 
heaped lavish praise on him after 
receiving his cherished endorse-
ments lost their elections. Just ask 
Winthrop Newton what value he 
received. Just ask David Jolly what 
help was Baker’s endorsement. As 
a matter of fact, I believe that Jolly 
may have lost because he made this 
ridiculous statement: “It is a tremen-
dous honor to have the support and 
endorsement of a leader who trans-
formed St. Petersburg by creating 
a seamless city where everyone has 
pulled together.” People in the know 
probably said, this Jolly guy is full of 

➢from previous page

s—t and decided to vote for Charlie 
Crist.

VOTE RICK, NO, HELL NO, 
NOT BAKER. VOTE RICK 
KRISEMAN!!!

(Please google – crime statistics for 
St. Petersburg FL for 2000 to 20�0. 
Then click on Crime in St. Petersburg, 
Fl: murders, rapes, robberies … You 
will be able to clearly see how bad the 
crime data was during Baker’s term.) 
•
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StatE &  County 
REPRESEntativES

For the most up-to-date information on your 
Federal, State, and County representatives  
including all contact information, Go to :
http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

HOW TO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE
Many of you expressed interest in making regular contributions to the LARgo/MiD-

PineLLAS PRogReSSive PoLiticAL coMMittee.  The Political Committee allows us 

to donate more to candidates or issue advocacy than our club bylaws and 

state statute allow from our General Funds.  
 
For example, many banks have repeating automated bill paying.  That makes contributing auto-
matic and easy each month.  Contact us for the Account number for the electronic deposit.

Or you can send a check to: 

The Payee Name must be:  Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political Committee.  OR LMPPPC

the mailing address is  
Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political committee.  or  

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic club 
P.o. Box 1242 

   LARgo, FL 33779

https://www.face�ook.
com/Largodemocrats/
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national politi-
cal discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best candidates and 
getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write letters, make phone 
calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change to our communities, our 
county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and 
celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 
Meet other active Democrats 
Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential 
candidates 
Raise funds and work for candidates 
 Participate in community service projects 
 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national 
importance 
Attend special events and monthly meetings. 
For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

Stating in membership year 20�7  our dues will be $�5.00 per year.  This is the first increase in dues since 
our founding in 2009.

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
members are an interested, involved, informed - and 
opinionated - bunch.  And providing a forum for all that 
“good stuff” is an important function of our newsletter.  
The Board encourages articles and letters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every 
attempt to publish factual information, and who encourage 
the free exchange of information and opinions. It should 
include input from all of us.  However, the opinions and 
viewpoints expressed by contributors may not necessarily 
reflect those of the club. Please send submissions to news-
letter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

 •
 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

chAnge, yeS we cAn

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


