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a burden on the States subject to pre-
clearance. *

While I will admit that day to day 
racial discrimination or even murder 
of Black people by law enforcement 
who are not punished for their acts, is 
not covered under the Voting Rights 
Act directly. I believe that voter dis-
crimination is a basis for much of the 
discrimination Blacks are subject to. 
What the Voting Rights Act has done 
through the years is give Blacks the 
right to choose those who represent 
them – those who make the laws and 
those who enforce those laws. It has 
allowed Blacks to Vote.

Section 4 of the Voting Rights Act 
required selected States (all south-
ern) with a history of discrimina-
tory voting laws, to preclear any new 
law with the Justice Department. In 
other words, if a voting rights law that 
could be discriminatory was passed 
in those States, it had to be reviewed 
by the US Justice Department before 

Our next club meeting
Please mark your calendars for 

our next meeting, Monday, June. 
19 at 7:00 P.M. at the  Acropol 
Restaurant 1170 Starkey Rd., 
Largo.

  Our speaker will be John 
Romano of the Tampa Bay Times.

John spoke to the club previously, 
in October 20�5.  His presentation 
was at once entertaining, insight-
ful and somewhat disturbing in his 
analysis of State and Federal poli-
tics.  John is a registered Republican, 
although none of us could under-
stand why.

I recently 
read about situ-
ations of mul-
tiple blatant 
racial discrimi-
nation in a way 
that really hit 
home with me. 
The first was an 
article about a 

school in Texas where a young African-
American student was regularly bul-
lied. At one point a teacher accepted 
an excuse from a white student that 
he had a right to take food from the 
Black student because he was white. It 
was his right. According to the article, 
the white teacher did nothing. In a 
matter closer to me, a Facebook friend 
who is Black told of being in a check-
out line when a white couple told him 
they were going to move in front of 
him because they were white and as 
such had that right. In another local 
situation, a beautiful young woman of 
color has regularly been bullied and 
told by white classmates to “go back 
where you came from.” I understand 
from Black friends that this kind of 
racism is part of their daily lives. This 
kind of assumed superiority of whites 
is in many ways the most detrimental 
because it goes to the very core of the 
person of color. In the age of Donald 
Trump, these people feel emboldened. 
This is not to mention the lengthy list 
of violent crimes of whites against 
Blacks that we see so often on the 
news. Clearly racism is alive and well 
in the USA.

In 20�3 the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, John Roberts, wrote 
the opinion in Shelby County v 
Holder which decided that Section 4 
of the Voting Rights Act was uncon-
stitutional because it was based on dis-
criminatory conduct which took place 
in the �960s. He also felt that there was 
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going into effect. If the law was found to 
be unconstitutional, it was not permitted 
to be put into effect.  The Voting Rights 
Law was based on the actions in those 
states in circa �965. 

The Civil Rights Act has not remained 
in a time warp since �965.  It has been 
renewed by the Congress of the United 
States multiple times through the years. 
In fact, Congress, after long and hard dis-
cussion, renewed it in 2006 for 25 years. 
Through all this discussion, Congress 
did not replace the discriminatory con-
duct reference because it was based on 
�965 conduct. Possibly they saw no real 
difference. Justice Roberts acknowledged 
this, but ignored it in his decision. In the 
Decision, he concentrated on how many 
Blacks have been elected to office in the 
intervening years. What he ignored is 
that things had changed and Blacks  
were able to run for office and win, pre-
cisely because Section 4 of the Voting 
Rights Act was in effect. It was working, 
so he decided it was not needed. He also 
felt that the States subject to preclearance 
were being treated unfairly. *

Justice Ginsburg wrote the Dissent.  
She not only wrote a Dissent, she read it 
aloud from the bench. Something that is 
rarely done. She pointed out that remov-
ing the preclearance when it was work-
ing was like throwing out your umbrella 
in a rain storm because it had kept you 

from getting wet. She also addressed the 
so-called burden on the States subject to 
preclearance, saying that as California 
needed protection against earthquakes, 
States with a history of substantial racial 
discrimination in voting need measures 
to protect it against racial discrimination. 
* 

Justice Ginsburg has been proven cor-
rect in her analysis. Many of the States 
which had been subject to preclearance 
had new voting laws ready and waiting 
for this decision of the Supreme Court. 
There has been an influx of discrimina-
tory legislation passed in many of these 
States which has gone into effect imme-
diately and will effect the upcoming elec-
tions. The ACLU or others will file peti-
tions, and after the matters have worked 
their way through the system, many will 
be found to be unconstitutional. The 
enormous difference is, of course, when 
these states were subject to preclearance, 
they never went into effect. Damage to 
the Voting Rights of Blacks in those States 
will be irreparable. In the age of Donald 
Trump, expect the damage to be severe.

*All references to the wording in the 
Decision and the Dissent are paraphrased 
from Shelby County, Alabama, Petitioner 
v. Eric H Holder, Jr, Attorney General, et 
al 570 US ___, 20�3. •
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Our guest speaker for the June meet-
ing will be John Romano, who writes 
the Metro Column for the Tampa Bay 
Times.  As a sample of the treat we will 
be in for, here is the biography John sub-
mitted for us to publish:

Here’s a bio that’s practically true:

Florida was a land of tropical beauty, naive innocence and wide-open spaces 
when John Romano was born in Mound Park Hospital (now Bayfront Medical) 
in the early �960s. Today, Florida is a paved-over, corruption factory of a rat race 
that has nearly quadrupled in population since his birth. Romano maintains he is 
partially responsible for only two of those changes.

 Reared on the west side of the county where Kenneth City and Pinellas Park meet 
to form a more imperfect union, Romano began his journalism career as a sports 
correspondent at the now-defunct Evening Independent while a college student at 
the University of South Florida. He briefly took his skills and Bob Dylan record 
collection to the Palm Beach Post before returning to the St. Petersburg Times in 
�985. He spent 26 years covering USF, UF, the Buccaneers, the Magic, the Rays and 
the Lightning before running out of people to annoy in the sports department. He 
became the metro columnist to virtually no acclaim in 20�2. • 

John Romano will be our 
featured speaker in June!  
Return engagement!

Trump Resistance!
By Ginny Nelson, founding member of the Tuesday Morning Game Changers

By January, the shock of the election was turning into an acknowledged reality.  We were struggling with:  why? 
how? what now?

Some of us answered those questions by meeting to talk politics, discuss issues, and to decide together what actions 
could possibly make a difference in this new Trump world.  Without a doubt each of us felt fear, depression, and anger 
at that time.  Positive ACTION of some kind was our chosen solution to overcome the feeling of defeat.

Over the last 2�/2 months here are some of the things we have been doing:
  joined as many as 250 people sign-waiving in front of Sen Rubio’s office;
  wrote and mailed out or hand delivered over 50 letters and  postcards to all our legislators;
  pledged to make daily calls on state and federal bills/issues;
  met 3 times to discuss issues with Sen Rubio’s staff;
  met 2 times with Sen Nelson’s staff;
 met � time with Rep Larry Ahern (himself);
 delivered letters in person to Rep Charlie Crist’s new office in St Petersburg;
 helped to organize/anchor 3 Healthcare ;demonstrations with PDA; and
 meet weekly to encourage and share in our efforts.

Sound interesting?  Just start meeting with a friend and spread the word about what you are doing. Or you could 
volunteer to join club members who are registering voters (Ask any club Board member about how to get involved). 
Voter Registration classes are being scheduled regularly.  

Or you could help in the effort to recruit volunteers to be precinct workers or you could learn to be one yourself 
(Call Deb Anderson 727-432-7737).  • 

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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 Club News

Upcoming speakers! 2017   

July

August  
   

   

Updoming   
 Renee Flowers, member of Pinellas County School Board

Sylvia Acevedo
Director at Florida Center for Survivors of Torture & Refugee Resettlement 
Programs ; Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services. Under 
my leadership I am responsible for overseeing the delivery of service, pro-
gram implementation and direction of the agency’s Refugee Programs, which 
includes the only torture rehabilitation center in the state of Florida.

Pam Keith
Attorney Pam Keith, whose low-budget 2016 bid for U.S. Senate got nearly as many 

primary votes as Alan Grayson‘s high-profile campaign, has formed an exploratory 
committee for a potential run for the U.S. House seat of Rep. Brian Mast, R-Palm City.
Rep. Brian Mast, R-Palm City

“I have announced an exploratory committee to run against Mast, and if the support 
is there, I will. So far, the response has been over-the-moon positive,” Keith said in a 
text message this morning. She said Mast’s vote Thursday for a health care overhaul 
supported by President Donald Trump “most certainly did not endear him to many.”

 Keith, who served in the U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General’s Corps and then worked 
as an attorney for Juno Beach-based NextEra Energy, raised and spent about $250,000 
last year on a Democratic Senate campaign that got �5.4 percent of the vote. Former 
Rep. and liberal celebrity Grayson spent about $5 million and got �7.7 percent in a pri-
mary that former Rep. Patrick Murphy easily won with 58.9 percent. Murphy went on 
to lose in the general election against Republican Sen. Marco Rubio.
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May Highlights

Due to a scheduling conflict, our scheduled speaker, Pinellas 
Dounty Commissioner Janet Long, was delayed .  Commissioner 
Pat Gerard, filled in.  Pat is alwasy informative and presnts the 
information with wry humor.  It is always great to hear from 
Pat - who IS running for re-election now.    Janet joined us 
and added what information she could, within the bounds of 
the Sunshine Law (We do care about that, even if our Florida 
Legislature choses ot ignore it).  We love the energy Janet bring 
to her job and to any room when she speaks.  Janet, you are 
always welcome.

What are Our Members Doing
Several of our members participated in the “Hands Across The Sand” event in 

Indian Rocks Beach on May 20.  What a perfect day for standing on the beach.  We 
were represented by Ginny Nelson, Judy Sellers, Kathleen & Chris Jamison, Susan 
McCormack, and Wanda Schwerer.  IRB Commissioner Cookie Kennedy spoke on 
the need to protect our beaches from oil spills.  If others were there, they chose a dif-
fernt section of the beach.    Here are a few photos of the event.

Democratic Party - May, 2017 Executive Committee Meeitng
The Pinellas County Democratic Executive Committee is growing at a 

remarkable rate adding many new members at each monthly meeting,. 
This mean we have to increase the size of the rooms we need for the meet-
ings.  In May, the Marriott moved us to one of the ballrooms to accom-
modte the enthusiastic crowd who heard from Gubernatorial Candidate 
Chris King.
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      EVENTS
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 Save the Date

The Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club Holiday Pot 
Luck is tentatively planned for Saturday, December 2, 
at Randolph Farms Community Center. 
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Heads Up! Senate ObamaCare Vote 
Could Pop Up Unexpectedly
Text in quotes excerpted from Bloomberg, June 13, 2017

The Florida Legislature stooped to new lows in non-
transparency when top leaders met behind closed doors 
to create budget and education legislation which they 
then presented to members of the Florida House and 
Senate to accept or reject with no changes allowed. 
(Note: to avoid Florida Sunshine laws, they were in 
separate rooms and talked by phone with aides run-
ning back and forth between them!)

Leaders of the U.S. Senate seem to be taking the same 
approach (without the Sunshine Law limitations) in 
crafting their version of legislation to repeal Obamacare. 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell reportedly is 
trying to bring the bill to a vote on the full Senate floor, 
without going through any committees, before the July 
4 holiday. We must not be distracted by the other she-
nanigans in Washington and must stay focused on 
letting our Senators, Bill Nelson and Marco Rubio, 
know how we feel about this secretive process.

An article published by Bloomberg says, “Senate 
Republican leaders drafting a measure to revamp U.S. 
health-care policy appear to be following the same path 
as their House counterparts – writing a bill behind 
closed doors before springing it on other lawmakers 
and the public close to a vote.”

“Rank and file Republicans, including Lindsey 
Graham of South Caroline and Jeff Flake of Arizona, 
say they don’t know what’s in an emerging Obamacare 
replacement that’s been under negotiation since the 
House passed its version in early May. Even lawmakers 
who have attended small-group sessions to help draft it 
say they aren’t sure how Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell maybe resolving areas of disagreement.”

“Democrats say the process is blatantly hypocritical 
because Republicans complained before Obamacare 
passed in 20�0 that it was largely written behind closed 
doors. Democrats point out the landmark health law 
was debated and voted upon by three House commit-

tees and two in the Senate, with opportunities to amend it. 
This time, neither chamber has held even one hearing.”

“Senate Republicans face tougher challenges to pass a 
measure that has no Democratic support in either cham-
ber. Senate Republicans hold a razor-thin 52-48 majority 
and plan to use an expedited procedure to pass a health 
plan with as few as 50 votes, plus a tie-breaker from Vice 
President Mike Pence. That would bypass the usual 60-
vote threshold and keep Democrats from blocking the 
measure.”

“That leaves little margin for error, and many of the poli-
cies Republicans are looking at could lose support of mod-
erates or conservatives.”

“Many Republicans say the closed-door negotiation pro-
cess is necessary to find the right balance to get the needed 
votes. Republicans are weighing changes to the House plan 
that include a slower phase-out of Obamacare’s Medicaid 
expansion, better protection for people with pre-existing 
conditions, and tax credits based on income as well as 
age.”

“Some Republicans who have largely been left outside the 
deliberations say they can’t predict what they’ll do.”

“’The emerging bill is considerably better than the House 
bill,’ said Senator Susan Collins, a moderate Republican 
from Maine who’s seen as a tough vote to get. ‘But say-
ing that it’s better doesn’t mean that it’s acceptable to me’” 
•
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Letters and Opinions

What is the Way 
Forward for 
Democrats? 
by J.D. Leonhardt, Washington Post

 Franklin Roosevelt made gener-
ations of Americans Democrats by 
creating the New Deal and show-
ing even the country’s right wing 
that government can play the role 
of protector, guaranteeing dignity 
and safety for the   most vulner-
able. Sanders and his acolytes now 
carry that torch, fighting for a des-
perately-needed social safety net 
that other first-world democracies 
guaranteed to their citizens long 
ago.

Not every Sanders-backed candi-
date wins. That misses the point. 
If the Democrats want to build a 
serious, dominant party in the 
years to come, they must speak to 
the overwhelming anxieties of the 
working class and poor and proffer 
more than Clinton-era platitudes 
and neoliberal gut-punches.

Globalization, automation and 
the decline of organized labor has 
permanently eviscerated a crucial 
layer of the safety net already. To 
not have an answer to this suf-
fering is to backslide further into 
irrelevance, which the Democrats 
already know something about.

 None of this necessarily means 
Democrats will be able to build 
up enough power to meaningfully 
scuttle Trump’s agenda before 
2020, however. In the House, ger-
rymandered districts and the con-
centration of Democrats in urban 
seats means a Republican majority 
will still be very tough to crack in 
the short term.

While Trump lost the popular 
vote by three million, he carried 
230 congressional seats to Hillary 

Clinton’s to 205. Actually seiz-
ing control of the House next year 
would mean taking the 23 seats 
held by Republicans that Clinton 
won, defending the �2 seats held by 
Democrats that Trump won, and 
making several more pick-ups.

In the Senate, the outlook is even 
bleaker. Democrats next year need 
to defend seats in �0 states where 
Trump won and have few obvious 
opportunities to unseat vulner-
able Republicans. The backlash 
against Trump will probably help 
the Democrats avoid a bloodbath 
and lead to a few surprising wins, 
but the hard truth is that Trump 
may well get an opportunity to 
ram another supreme court justice 
nominee through a Republican-
held Senate.

If Democrats recruit compelling 
candidates and trust the grassroots 
of their party, they will pull closer 
to real power again, electing the 
governors, state representatives and 
members of Congress who can safe-
guard an eroding social safety net 
and protect the rights of the vulner-
able people the Republican party 
has no use for.

Democrats can further separate 
themselves from the disaster that 
was 20�6, when party elites coa-
lesced around a flawed nominee 
with a murky political vision and 
too many controversies to count. 
Regardless of what happens to 
Ossoff in June, it appears Democrats 
are finally beginning to learn the 
lessons of their failure. •

➢ Next page

America’s Position in the 
World
Trump’s Incredible 
Shrinking America 

June 5, 2017

By Charles M. Blow 

My whole life I have taken for granted 
America’s leadership in the world. 
America’s might and majesty were 
cornerstones of international relations, 
cooperation and diplomacy. We were 
a beacon and balance to the world. 
America has been imperfect — some-
times disastrously so — but it always 
seemed to me bent toward the belief 
that America and the world could be 
made more perfect.

Well, that time has come to a 
close. America is exiting the world 
stage. Donald Trump is drawing the 
curtains.

On Trump’s first full weekday in 
office, he, and thus America, aban-
doned the Trans-Pacific Partnership. 
As The New York Times reported it:

“President Trump upended America’s 
traditional, bipartisan trade policy on 
Monday as he formally abandoned 
the ambitious, �2-nation Trans-Pacific 
Partnership brokered by his predeces-
sor and declared an end to the era of 
multinational trade agreements that 
defined global economics for decades.”

Trump has had, and continues to 
have, an unhealthy and inexplicable 
admiration for the world’s strongmen, 
dictators and authoritarian regimes 
— Russia and Vladimir Putin stand 
out among the rest — while simultane-
ously chiding and chastising America’s 
traditional allies and those countries’ 
leaders.
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Indeed, the mayor of Pittsburgh, 
Bill Peduto, told CNN after the 
speech: “The city of Pittsburgh 
voted for Hillary Clinton with 
nearly 80 percent of the vote.” 
Later on CNN, Peduto was asked 
if he had a message for Trump. 
Peduto responded: “What you did 
was not only bad for the economy 
of this country, but also weakened 
America in this world.”

Trump is pulling America back 
and pulling America down. We 
are now witnessing the incredible 
shrinking America, and it’s a sad 
sight to behold. •

➢ Next page

From the way Trump has treated 
America’s neighbors — Mexico about 
immigrants and the financing of his 
ridiculous wall, Canada over trade 
practices on energy, lumber and dairy 
(he called policies surrounding dairy 
trade “a disgrace”) — to the way he 
has treated our friends in Europe, 
Trump is singlehandedly ushering in 
a new era of American decline.

Last month in Europe, Trump 
was as boorish and belligerent as 
it was possible to be, lashing out at 
our NATO allies about their defense 
spending just after having been gra-
cious and magnanimous to leaders in 
the Middle East.

Then last week Trump thumbed 
his nose at the world and the planet 
by announcing that he would pull 
America out of the Paris climate 
accord, even though a Yale survey 
found the agreement was popular 
and a majority of Americans in every 
state — including those that Trump 
won — wanted the United States to 
stay in the agreement.

This is not putting America first, 
this is putting America on a path of 
regression and isolationism. This is 
putting our future and the future of 
the planet in peril. This is dumb, haz-
ardous and shortsighted.

Trump justified his move using 
faulty information, citing issues that 
are not even in the agreement and flat-
out lying. What else is new? Perhaps 
his most memorable line from his 
speech about the withdrawal was:

“I was elected to represent the citi-
zens of Pittsburgh, not Paris. I prom-
ised I would exit or renegotiate any 
deal which fails to serve America’s 
interests.”

The problem is that, as PolitiFact 
pointed out:

“Clinton won almost 60 percent of 
the vote in Allegheny County, which 
includes Pittsburgh. The percentage 
was even higher in many precincts 
within the city of Pittsburgh itself.  

Undoing All the Good 
Work on Cuba
By THE EDITORIAL BOARD, NY-
Times 

June 2017

To the long list of Barack 
Obama’s major initiatives that 
President Trump is obsessed 
with reversing, we may soon be 
able to add Cuba. In 20�4, Mr. 
Obama opened a dialogue with 
Cuba after more than a half-
century of unyielding hostility, 
leading to an easing of sanc-
tions. Mr. Trump promised in 
his campaign to return to a more 
hard-line approach. If he does, 
as seems likely, he will further 
isolate America, hurt American 
business interests and, quite pos-
sibly, impede the push for greater 
democracy on the Caribbean 
island.

Mr. Obama’s opening to Havana 
has enabled the freer flow of 
people, goods and information 
between the two countries, even 
as significant differences remain 
over human rights. It has pro-
duced bilateral agreements on 
health care cooperation, joint 
planning to mitigate oil spills, 
coordination on counter-nar-
cotics efforts and intelligence-
sharing. In April, Google’s serv-

ers went live in Cuba and thus it 
became the first foreign internet 
company to host content in one 
of the most unplugged nations 
on earth. Mr. Obama’s approach 
also encouraged Latin American 
countries to be more receptive to 
the United States as a partner in 
regional problem-solving.  •

D-Days Secret Weapon, 
by J.D. Alexander

 On D-Day, and throughout 
WW2, one out of six soldiers, 
airmen, sailors and marines who 
fought had been in the United 
States Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC). 

 FDR said, “We cannot always 
build a future for our youth, but 
we can build them for the future.”  
The CCC’s gave us a rich legacy of 
forests and parks across America 
and victory in war. This popular 
all-public sector government pro-
gram was also their most lasting 
environmental effort as well.  

 There is legislation in 
Washington to re-establish the 
CCC in the 2�st Century, spon-
sored by US Representative 
Marcy Kaptur of Toledo, Ohio. 
Investment in a 2�st Century 
CCC will again give direction to 
our young men and women liv-
ing lives of quiet desperation, a 
second chance for our homeless 
veterans, and hope to our forgot-
ten Native Americans. The CCC 
would teach Democracy and save 
our Environment as they perform 
duties from reforestation to disas-
ter relief.

 It is time to Make Earth Great 
Again! As Will Rogers said to 
America, “Remember, write to 
your Congressman. Even if he 
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 Environmental News :

Why are Republicans 
against science?

A big question which should con-
cern all residents of the world is why 
the Republican Party has adopted a 
position at odds with science and with 
every other major country (including 
those run by conservatives).

The basic answer is that the party 
has become radicalized over the last 
generation.  Its denial of climate sci-
ence is of a piece with its shutdown 
of the government; an unprecedented 
refusal to fill a Supreme Court seat; 
efforts to prevent American citizens 
from voting; abandonment of fiscal 
conservatism; attempts to take health 
insurance away; and the nomination 
of Donald Trump, among many other 
things.

Exactly why the party has been 
radicalized — rather than remaining 
a conservative governing party — is 
not a simple story.  But it is the cen-
tral answer to the climate question, 
undramatic as it may be. There was 
no aha! moment on climate that, if 
only it had gone a little differently, 
would have meant that the Republican 
Party would have a different position 
on climate change today.

Its opposition to action on cli-
mate change stretches back decades. 

George W. Bush’s administration 
was aggressively anti-climate, allow-
ing energy lobbyists to shape pol-
icy and refusing to implement the 
Kyoto Protocol. Republican lead-
ers in Congress through the �990s 
and since have staked out similar 
positions.

The one major exception was John 
McCain, including his 2008 presi-
dential campaign. But his position 
was never the dominant one within 
the Republican Party. And more 
recently, even McCain has largely 
stopped being a climate advocate.

Winning over Republicans to a 
different climate stance is one of the 
most urgent tasks in politics. As I 
wrote last week, Democrats, mod-
erates and other people concerned 
about the climate should ask them-
selves hard questions about what 
a more persuasive message might 
sound like.

But climate advocates shouldn’t 
distract themselves by thinking that 
the Republican position on climate 
change might be different if only 
recent history had taken a some-
what different turn. •

(Ed. Note:  Trace this back to 
Reagan and Gingrich, the two who 
divided America.)

➢from previous page

can’t read, write him.” So email 
and call them to become a 
co-sponsor of HR 2066 - 2�st 
Century CCC Act. FMI www.
goccci.org

 Honorable Jay D Alexander, 

President of Civilian 
Conservation Corps Initiative, 
Inc a 50�c4 non profit org

Lealman Special Fire District 
Commissioner, Seat 3

330� 58th Ave N L0t �02
St Petersburg, FL 337�4
727 324-3585
jayalexus@yahoo.com
•

Most Americans want ‘aggressive’ action on climate change: Reuters/Ipsos 
poll

Most Americans believe the U.S. should take “aggressive action” to 
fight climate change, according to a Reuters/Ipsos poll.

Few see climate change as a priority, however, when compared with the economy or security.

Americans rank the environment near the bottom of their list of priorities for the country.

Tuesday, 6 Jun 20�7 | 7:32 AM ET
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/06/06/most-americans-want-aggressive-action-on-climate-change-reutersipsos-poll.html

•

•

•
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 Gun Control News 

A Summary of Moms Demand Action Accomplishments Across the 
Nation on Gun Violence Awareness Day, June 2 and 3 
By Rod and Elizabeth Snedeker

Across the country, we demanded to be seen and demanded to see change. We were bright, bold, and loud in our 
orange shirts. Together, we called for a future free from gun violence. Here&#39;s what it looked like:

…Supporters came together for rallies and marches...

Wear Orange Events
Rhode Island; Illinois; Maine; Kentucky; District of Columbia; California; New York; Indiana; Iowa

...survivors of gun violence shared their stories...

Gun Violence Survivors
Natasha Christopher and Christopher Underwood; Aurora Vasquez; Nate and Cleo Pendleton; Uma Loganathan; 

Diana Alvarado; Ashley Cech; Lucy McBath; Cheryl Stumbo; Brooke Edwards

...skylines and landmarks across the country lit up orange...

Wear Orange Landmarks
Boathouse Row, Philadelphia; Curtis Hixon Park, Tampa; Empire State Building, New York City; Peace Bridge, 

Buffalo; City Hall, Los Angeles; Boulder Bandshell, Boulder; Skydance Bridge, Oklahoma City; National  Cathedral, 
Washington, D.C.; Duke Energy Convention Center, Cincinnati

...cultural influencers spoke up...

Cultural Influencers
Keegan-Michael Key; Amy Schumer; Lin Manuel-Miranda; Julianne Moore, Kim Kardashian; Emmitt Smith; 

Andy Richter; Judd Apatow; Ty Burrell

...elected leaders took a stand...

Elected Officials
President Obama; Senator Tammy Duckworth; Senator Kamala Harris; Attorney General Maura Healey; Mayor 

Jorge Elorza; Representative Michelle Lujan Grisham; Senator Chris Murphy; Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, Mayor 
Sly James

...and countless companies joined our fight...

Wear Orange Parners
Bad Robot; United Center; Penguin Books; Cosmopolitan; Good Housekeeping; Sassy Lips; Vogue; Univision; 

Pitchfork Festival

So, we just wanted to say THANK YOU. This weekend was a powerful reminder that the movement to end gun 
violence isn’t going away, and that with your help, we’re going to win. •
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We want to start collecting food for the local Food Panries again.  Please bring any nonperish-
able food items to the club meeting.  We will have a box near the entrance to our meeting room.  
Please drop your contributions into the box, and one of our members, who volunteers at the Beach 
Community Food Pantry in IRB, will deliver the donations. • 
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State &  County 
RepReSentativeS

For the most up-to-date information on your 
Federal, State, and County representatives  
including all contact information, Go to :
http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

HOW TO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE
Many of you expressed interest in making regular contributions to the LARgo/Mid-

PiNeLLAS PRogReSSiVe PoLiticAL coMMittee.  The Political Committee allows us 

to donate more to candidates or issue advocacy than our club bylaws and 

state statute allow from our General Funds.  
 
For example, many banks have repeating automated bill paying.  That makes contributing auto-
matic and easy each month.  Contact us for the Account number for the electronic deposit.

Or you can send a check to: 

The Payee Name must be:  Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political Committee.  OR LMPPPC

the mailing address is  
Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political committee.  or  

Largo/Mid-Pinellas democratic club 
P.o. Box 1242 

   LARgo, FL 33779

https://www.facebook.
com/Largodemocrats/
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national politi-
cal discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best candidates and 
getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write letters, make phone 
calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change to our communities, our 
county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and 
celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 
Meet other active Democrats 
Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential 
candidates 
Raise funds and work for candidates 
 Participate in community service projects 
 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national 
importance 
Attend special events and monthly meetings. 
For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

Stating in membership year 20�7  our dues will be $�5.00 per year.  This is the first increase in dues since 
our founding in 2009.

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
members are an interested, involved, informed - and 
opinionated - bunch.  And providing a forum for all that 
“good stuff” is an important function of our newsletter.  
The Board encourages articles and letters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every 
attempt to publish factual information, and who encourage 
the free exchange of information and opinions. It should 
include input from all of us.  However, the opinions and 
viewpoints expressed by contributors may not necessarily 
reflect those of the club. Please send submissions to news-
letter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

 •
 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

chANge, yeS We cAN

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


