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an “R” after his name. No conduct 
is deemed unacceptable, no lie is 
criticized, since they all seem to 
either agree with Trump or fear 
him. As the members of the House 
who passed the “American Health 
Care Act,” robbing millions of 
people of their health insurance 
and possibly their lives, return to 
their districts, they are bombarded 
by angry constituents who refuse 
to listen to their lies. They con-
vince themselves that Democrats 
are paying millions of people to 
protest, but even these sheep must 
surely know that is untrue. When 
will they open their eyes and see 
the truth? Donald Trump is a 
wanna-be Dictator who has abso-
lutely no idea what he is doing and 
has no care that it hurts the people 
he promised to represent.

Beyond the firing of Director 
Comey and the constant excuses 
for that firing, I am most con-
cerned with Trump’s treatment 

Our next club meeting
Please mark your calendars for 

our next meeting, Monday, June. 
19 at 7:00 P.M. at the  Acropol 
Restaurant 1170 Starkey Rd., 
Largo.

  Our speaker will be John 
Romano of the Tampa Bay Times.

John spoke to the club previously, 
in October 20�5.  His presentation 
was at once entertaining, insight-
ful and somewhat disturbing in his 
analysis of State and Federal poli-
tics.  John is a registered Republican, 
although none of us could under-
stand why.

It is a bit dif-
ficult to decide 
what to write 
about in my 
monthly letter 
when we are 
all inundated 
with one crazy 
Trump action 
after another. 

Each action is more unrealistic 
than the one before. The constants 
seem to be the increasingly outra-
geous conduct of the President of 
the United States and his ability to 
lie, changing his story from what he 
or his minions said a day, a month, 
or an hour before. I, like most of 
you, question the mental stability 
of Donald Trump. Is he insane, as 
many people think? Is he a very 
rich, spoiled sociopath who has 
always been the center of his own 
universe and able to bully others 
to get what he wants regardless of 
circumstances? 

One thing is becoming clearer 
each day. Trump ran for and won 
an office he does not understand 
as the head of a government about 
which he has no clue. He believes all 
power rests with the President and 
has no concept that we have three 
equal branches of government and 
that he is only one of the three. His 
anger and disbelief when Federal 
Judges from various parts of the 
country stopped his Muslim bans 
as unconstitutional, was beyond 
belief. He really did not understand 
that a Judge or a panel of Judges 
could stop the President of the 
United States from acting unilater-
ally. Unfortunately, our Republican 
majority in Congress has not shown 
Trump that they, too, are supposed 
to belong to a co-equal branch. 
Instead, they reinforce Trump’s 
outrageous behavior because he has 
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Sen. Bill Nelson  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco Rubio  (R)
 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

Rep. Charlie Crist(D)

local offices still establishing  
(202) 225-5961
Email:https://crist.house.gov/contact/

email

Rep. Cathy Castor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R)

(727) 940-5860 or (202) 225-
5755 Email: www.bilirakis.
house.gov

Federal 
Congressional 
Delegation
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of the heads of the world’s govern-
ments. His treatment of Germany’s 
Angela Merkel was well beyond rude. 
He reportedly screamed at Australia’s 
Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull, 
by phone, but he accepted England’s 
Mrs. May because she seemed to defer 
to him. The frightening thing is that 
he gives great credence to dictators 
like the Presidents of China, Turkey, 
and the Philippines, even saying 
some positive things about North 
Korea’s insane leader. His respect for 
the brutal Vladimir Putin continues 
to be obscene. Trump loves Dictators 
because he believes he is one. I saw 
this clearly when I learned that he 
had planned to include a procession 
of American weapons in his inaugu-
ral parade! Just as the Dictators of the 
world do. Fortunately, the Military 
leaders dissuaded him from follow-
ing through. 

We go from one crisis to another. 
Each day brings more chaos and more 
embarrassment to this country. If the 
answer is impeachment, what then? 
VP Pence is, in his own way, just as 
bad. His agenda in Indiana was so far 
right that it destroyed civil rights for 
women, for LGBT people, for anyone 
who is not white, for those who are 
not members of his distorted version 
of Christianity. But by-pass Pence and 
we get Paul Ryan, the Ayn Rand of the 
2�st century who worships only the 
Almighty Dollar.

The one positive result is the response 
of many Democrats. Activism has 
become popular and people under-
stand the danger to our Democracy. 
Hopefully, the 20�8 elections will give 
us the power we need to oppose what-
ever Republican is President at that 
time.•
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Our guest speaker for the June meet-
ing will be John Romano, who writes 
the Metro Column for the Tampa Bay 
Times.  As a sample of the treat we will 
be in for, here is the biography John sub-
mitted for us to publish:

Here’s a bio that’s practically true:

Florida was a land of tropical beauty, naive innocence and wide-open spaces 
when John Romano was born in Mound Park Hospital (now Bayfront Medical) 
in the early �960s. Today, Florida is a paved-over, corruption factory of a rat race 
that has nearly quadrupled in population since his birth. Romano maintains he is 
partially responsible for only two of those changes.

 Reared on the west side of the county where Kenneth City and Pinellas Park meet 
to form a more imperfect union, Romano began his journalism career as a sports 
correspondent at the now-defunct Evening Independent while a college student at 
the University of South Florida. He briefly took his skills and Bob Dylan record 
collection to the Palm Beach Post before returning to the St. Petersburg Times in 
�985. He spent 26 years covering USF, UF, the Buccaneers, the Magic, the Rays and 
the Lightning before running out of people to annoy in the sports department. He 
became the metro columnist to virtually no acclaim in 20�2. • 

John Romano will be our 
featured speaker in June!  
Return engagement!

Trump Resistance!
By Ginny Nelson, founding member of the Tuesday Morning Game Changers

By January, the shock of the election was turning into an acknowledged reality.  We were struggling with:  why? 
how? what now?

Some of us answered those questions by meeting to talk politics, discuss issues, and to decide together what actions 
could possibly make a difference in this new Trump world.  Without a doubt each of us felt fear, depression, and anger 
at that time.  Positive ACTION of some kind was our chosen solution to overcome the feeling of defeat.

Over the last 2�/2 months here are some of the things we have been doing:
  joined as many as 250 people sign-waiving in front of Sen Rubio’s office;
  wrote and mailed out or hand delivered over 50 letters and  postcards to all our legislators;
  pledged to make daily calls on state and federal bills/issues;
  met � times to discuss issues with Sen Rubio’s staff;
  met 2 times with Sen Nelson’s staff;
 met � time with Rep Larry Ahern (himself);
 delivered letters in person to Rep Charlie Crist’s new office in St Petersburg;
 helped to organize/anchor � Healthcare ;demonstrations with PDA; and
 meet weekly to encourage and share in our efforts.

Sound interesting?  Just start meeting with a friend and spread the word about what you are doing. Or you could 
volunteer to join club members who are registering voters (Ask any club Board member about how to get involved).  
Or you could help in the effort to recruit volunteers to be precinct workers or you could learn to be one yourself (Call 
Deb Anderson 727-4�2-77�7).  

Or you could join Mike Fox(727-�20-4502) on Sunday April 2� 4:�0 pm to 6:�0 pm at the Democratic Headquarters 
2250 �st Avenue N St Pete ��7��.  Mike will be talking about upcoming events and how to help.  Call him to 
RSVP.• 

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•



Page 4   Volume 9 Number 5    May  20�7

We want to start collecting food for the local Food Panries again.  Please bring any nonperish-
able food items to the club meeting.  We will have a box near the entrance to our meeting toom.  
Please drop your contributions into the box, and one of our members, who volunteers at the Beach 
Community Food Pantry in IRB, will deliver the donations. • 
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 Club News

Upcoming speakers! 2017   

June

July

August  
   

   

Updoming    Renee Flowers, member of Pinellas County School Board

John Romano of the Tampa Bay Times
John spoke to us in October of 20�5.  While his columns are often enter-
taining, John can find and delve into more serious subjects.    Expect an 
enlightening and enjoyable evening with John Romano. He spent 26 years 
covering USF, UF, the Buccaneers, the Magic, the Rays and the Lightning 
before running out of people to annoy in the sports department. He became 
the metro columnist to virtually no acclaim in 20�2.

Sylvia Acevedo
Director at Florida Center for Survivors of Torture & Refugee Resettlement 
Programs ; Gulf Coast Jewish Family and Community Services. Under 
my leadership I am responsible for overseeing the delivery of service, pro-
gram implementation and direction of the agency’s Refugee Programs, which 
includes the only torture rehabilitation center in the state of Florida.

Pam Keith
Attorney Pam Keith, whose low-budget 2016 bid for U.S. Senate got nearly as many 

primary votes as Alan Grayson‘s high-profile campaign, has formed an exploratory 
committee for a potential run for the U.S. House seat of Rep. Brian Mast, R-Palm City.
Rep. Brian Mast, R-Palm City

“I have announced an exploratory committee to run against Mast, and if the support 
is there, I will. So far, the response has been over-the-moon positive,” Keith said in a 
text message this morning. She said Mast’s vote Thursday for a health care overhaul 
supported by President Donald Trump “most certainly did not endear him to many.”

 Keith, who served in the U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General’s Corps and then worked 
as an attorney for Juno Beach-based NextEra Energy, raised and spent about $250,000 
last year on a Democratic Senate campaign that got �5.4 percent of the vote. Former 
Rep. and liberal celebrity Grayson spent about $5 million and got �7.7 percent in a pri-
mary that former Rep. Patrick Murphy easily won with 58.9 percent. Murphy went on 
to lose in the general election against Republican Sen. Marco Rubio.
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March Highlights

We had 8 visitors in April and one new 
member.  There were 6� attendees in total 
to hear April Freeman who is again a 
candidate for Congress in Florida’s 17th 
congressional district.   We are proud to 
be able to bring wonderful candidates to 
speak, giving you the information on what 
is imortant in Florida politics.

What are Our Members Doing
Our club members are participating in several activities.  Ginny Nelson and a large group of “Resist” citizens 

meet every Tuesday at Panera bread to address issues and send letters/postcards about things we are concerned 
with.  Here are Judy Sellers, Ginny Pearcy and Ginny Nelson with 650 others demanding release of Trump’s 
income tax returns.
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Our picnic on Saturday, April 22, was a success, raising over $�,800 for our Political Committee.  Many thanks to 
our sponsors, who contributed a combined total of over $�,000, ensuring that we have a good start on building our 
coffers for contributions to our candidates when the election season kicks off.

JoAnne LenTino, Big Ben ReALTy, gReAT FLoRidA downTown, democRATi 
womenS cLUB oF UppeR pineLLAS, diScoUnT med. co, LoiS FRieS, JUdy SeLLeRS, 

wiLLiAm wALkeR, SHARon cLiFFoRd, LodewiJk VAndenBeRg, wAndA ScHweReR. 
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 Save the Date

The Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club Holiday Pot 
Luck is tentatively planned for Saturday, December 2, at 
Randolph Farms Community Center. 

Welcome to this new section which will appear ev-
ery month thanks to Peggy Tucker.  If you have a 
pressing issue or one of general interest, send it to 
Peggy.

One More Reason to Yell at 
Marco!

Sen. Marco Rubio finally will be in Pinellas 
County on Friday, May �9, speaking at the 
Pinellas GOP Lincoln Day Dinner at the 
Hilton St Petersburg in Carillon Park. This is 
just one of many issues we should be raising 
with him. – Peggy Tucker, Issues Chairman

With President Trump’s Executive Order in 
late April requiring the Interior Department 
to reconsider the federal offshore drilling 
plan, opponents in Florida are gearing up 
for a fight with the oil industry over drill-
ing off Florida’s western coast (eastern Gulf 
of Mexico). Those opponents are supposed 
to include the Florida Congressional delega-
tion. Republican Sen. Marco Rubio, however, 
seems to have come up with an alarming 
twist (wonder whose idea this was!!).

Rubio filed legislation in early May to extend 
the ban on eastern Gulf drilling until 2027, 
seeming to join an effort already proposed by 
Democratic Sen. Bill Nelson and a bipartisan 
group of House members, and also endorsed 
by the military, which uses the eastern Gulf 
as a training ground. Rubio, however, added 
a new layer, according to an article published 
May 9 in the Tampa Bay Times, by propos-
ing that Florida actually make money off of 
drilling in the Gulf – a stunning new position 
that would appear to be aimed at encourag-
ing drilling rather than discouraging it! 

“This would give Florida a new source of 
funding and recognize that as long as our 

➢ Next page
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shores shoulder some of the risk, it’s only fair that Floridians share in some of the benefit,” Rubio wrote May 
4 in an op-ed piece in the Pensacola News Journal. He noted in that piece that oil revenue could be used for 
coastal restoration, hurricane protection, flood control and so on.

You can already count U.S. Rep. Gus Bilirakis, Republican from Palm Harbor, as being interested in the 
plan. Democrats Kathy Castor and Bill Nelson are, as one would expect, adamantly opposed.

The current ban, which is set to expire in 2022, prohibits drilling within at least �25 miles off the Florida 
coast. Other states, such as Louisiana, Texas, Mississippi and Alabama, currently split �7.5% of offshore rev-
enue, but that has been capped at $500 million annually, according to the TB Times article.

Commenting on Rubio’s proposal, Richard Charter, a senior fellow at the Ocean Foundation, an antidrill-
ing group, said in the article that this is the first time he has seen a Florida politician bring up the revenue 
option. “It’s a poison pill,” he asserted.  •

Florida Legislative Aftermath

The 20�7 Florida Legislative 
Session started off in March with 
vows to be the most open ever and 
ended on May 8 after a drama-filled 
last few days that included top lead-
ers from both houses meeting for 
hours behind closed doors to craft 
legislation that they didn’t seem to 
want to share even with their fellow 
lawmakers let alone Florida’s vot-
ers. Here’s a quick look at how some 
things we supported and some things 
we opposed ended up – all with the 
caveat that Gov. Scott’s veto pen or 
a call for a special session could still 
change what we think we know at 
this point.

The good …

Ballot Signatures: Canvassing of 
Vote-by-Mail Ballots (HB �05), spon-
sored by Tampa Dem. Janet Cruz, 
was finalized on Wednesday, May 
�. Senate bill (SB 954) was tabled in 
favor of the House bill. The bill pro-
vides a solution if a voter’s signature 
does not match the signature in the 
registration books and requires the 

supervisor of elections to immedi-
ately notify a voter if a signature is 
missing or does not match.

Florida Utilities charging custom-
ers up front for natural gas explora-
tion (fracking) in Oklahoma: Utility 
Investments in Gas Reserves (SB 
�2�8) finally died on Calendar on 
Monday, May 8. A shout-out to State 
Sen. Jack Latvala (R-Clearwater) for 
vigorously opposing this bill. House 
version, Prudent Utility Investments 
in Natural Gas Reserves (HB �04�), 
died in Government Operations & 
Technology Appropriations sub-
committee on Friday, May 5.

Term Limits for Florida Supreme 
Court Justices: Proposed amend-
ment to Florida constitution died 
in Judiciary on Monday, May 8. 
Look for this one to show up again 
either in the Legislature or from the 
Constitutional Review Commission 
(CRC).

The Bad …

K-12 Public Schools Bill: The every-
thing-but-the kitchen-sink HB 7069 
barely passed the Florida Senate (20-
�8 vote) on Monday evening, May 

8. The bill was crafted in secret the 
previous Friday, upsetting lawmak-
ers of both parties who, in some 
cases, found out what it included 
from upset educators and non-stop 
phone calls over the weekend. It 
remains to be seen whether Gov. 
Scott will sign it, veto it, or let it 
happen without his signature.

Fracking Ban in Florida: In spite 
of bipartisan support, bills to ban 
fracking in Florida died in both 
houses of the legislature. 

Stand Your Ground: Self-defense 
Immunity (SB �28) shifts the burden 
of proof in Stand Your Ground cases 
from the defense to the prosecution 
as the party seeking to overcome 
the immunity claim. The bill passed 
both houses of the Legislature. The 
good news is that this bill is the only 
piece of gun related legislation that 
was passed in this session despite 
numerous other bills that were filed. 
•

➢from previous page
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Here are some activities that may 
interest you. The list comes from 
the LwV / Fired up pinellas.

 ADVOCATE and 
ADVANCE the 
RESISTANCE THIS WEEK!!!
 Every Tuesday – Resist 
Trump Tuesdays

�0:�0 am, Corner of Kennedy and 
Dale Mabry Blvd, Tampa

Sponsored by Indivisible Tampa 
– Join us every Tues for our ongoing 
show of dissent! Bring your favorite 
sign.

Dmand an Independent 
Special Investigation of 
Trump/Russia ties

Weds, May �7, �2:00 - �:�0 PM, 
Judicial Building, 545 �st Ave N in St 
Pete

In the days since President Trump 
fired the head of the FBI, Congress has 
not moved toward launching a public, 
independent investigation into the 
Russian attacks on our election or the 
Trump campaign’s collusion in those 
attacks. Our Republican Congress has 
proven they are too hobbled by con-
flicts of interest and ethics violations 
to do this investigation themselves. 
They haven’t funded, staffed or other-
wise shown that they are addressing 
this crisis as an attack on our govern-
ment by a hostile foreign government 
- a hostile foreign government that is 
now welcomed into the White House 
with their own state news services as 
American journalists are forbidden.

This is a crisis. Only massive public 
outcry will cause our House and/or 
Senate to launch the public, indepen-
dent investigation that is necessary.

Constitution Revision 
Commission Hearings 
– “Floridians Speak, We 
Listen” Statewide Tour

      EVENTS

Weds, May �7, 5:00 – 8:00pm, 
Hillsborough Community College, 
Dale Mabry Campus, DSTU 
Auditorium, Room ��� (Student 
Services Building), 400� W. Tampa 
Bay Blvd., Tampa

This commission comprises 
appointees selected by Scott and 
Corcoran so is stacked with people 
who likely do not share your values. 
E.g. Carlos Beruff is the commission 
chair. This group is shaping the con-
stitution under which you will live 
for the next 20 years. Study, under-
stand and ACT when necessary!

The Constitution Revision 
Commission (CRC) is one of five 
ways that Floridians can amend 

the state constitution. The Florida 
Constitution dictates the creation 
of a CRC every 20 years for the pur-
pose of reviewing the state constitu-
tion and proposing changes for voter 
consideration.

what is the role of citizens?

The people of Florida play a 
critical role in the CRC. Citizens 
are involved in the appointment 
of commissioners by suggesting 
appointees and monitoring the pro-
cess to ensure there are qualified, 
bi-partisan and forward-thinking 
individuals selected to serve in this 
important role. Once the commis-
sion is formed, they look to citizens 
for direction and suggestions. The 
CRC meets for approximately one 
year, traveling the state, identify-
ing issues, performing research and 
gathering public input. Citizens can 
attend and participate in these state-
wide public hearings to make sure 
the issues they care about are care-
fully considered by the CRC. Most 

importantly, citizens can vote on the 
proposals on the 20�8 ballot.

Rally: HEY MARCO 
(RUBIO), WE NEED to 
TALK

Fri, May �9, 5:00 – 9:00pm, 
Hilton – 950 Lake Carillon Park, St. 
Petersburg

Sponsored by indivisible FL-13

Marco Rubio is coming to St. Pete 
for a partisan fundraiser — but he 
still hasn’t done any town halls with 
constituents! Rubio is headlining the 
Pinellas County Republican Party 
Lincoln Day Dinner at the Hilton St. 
Petersburg Carillon Park. Let’s show 
up and DEMAND A TOWN HALL! 

We have questions and WE NEED 
TO TALK! Since he won’t hold a 
town hall and come to us, we’ll have 
to show up where he is! Please keep 
your signs respectful and substan-
tive. The purpose of this event is to 
get his attention, demand a real town 
hall, and maybe even ask him some 
questions about his voting record!

Plan to arrive early. The Hilton is 
located in a corporate area which 
will have heavy rush-hour traffic. 
Stand only on sidewalks. Do not 
stand in the road. Do not block side-
walks, roadways, or entrances. Obey 
all traffic rules. Remain in public 
areas. Our demonstration will be 
confined to the public areas along 
Lake Carillon Drive, outside the pri-
vate property of the Hilton.

We recommend no sticks, lumber, 
metal poles or other objects to be 
used to display signs or banners, as 
they may be considered a threat to 

➢ Next page

Check out the Environmental News for announce-
ments about two HANDS ACROSS THE SANDS 
events in Pinellas County this coming Saturday, 
May 20!
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public safety. We recommend no bullhorns as they can lead to noise complaints. Respect law enforcement 
officers, city officials, and property officers.

We need marshal volunteers to help answer questions, remind attendees to avoid blocking sidewalks/road-
ways, help to keep a positive & respectful atmosphere, etc.

If you are planning to help, please click the below link to add your name to the list. I will be providing 
detailed information and assignments for you on Thursday via conference call and email. I won’t know to 
provide you with information if you do not sign-up.  •

➢from previous page
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Letters and Opinions

Political chaos in 
Washington is a 
return on invest-
ment for Moscow
Greg Miller – Washington Post  
Submitted by: Bob Glass, edited by 
Lois Fries

Russia has yet to collect much of 
what it hoped for from the Trump 
administration, including the lift-
ing of U.S. sanctions and recogni-
tion of its annexation of Crimea.

But the Kremlin has collected 
a different return on its effort to 
help elect Trump in last year’s 
election: chaos in Washington.

The president’s decision to fire 
FBI Director James B. Comey last 
week was the latest destabilizing 
jolt to a core institution of the 
U.S. government.  Russia’s “active 
measures” campaign ended with 
the election last year. But Comey’s 
firing on Tuesday triggered a 
new wave of ¬Russia-related 
turbulence.

His removal was perceived as a 
blow to the independence of the 
bureau’s ongoing investigation 
of possible collusion between the 
Trump campaign and Russia. 

“They feel pretty good over-
all because that’s a further sign 
that our political system is in a 
real crisis,” said Eugene Rumer, a 
former State Department official 
who served as the top intelligence 
officer on Russia issues from 20�0 
to 20�4. “The firing of Comey only 
aggravates this crisis. 

 James R. Clapper Jr., the for-
mer director of national intel-
ligence said, “The Russians have 
to be celebrating the success of . . . 
what they set out do with rather 
minimal resource expenditure.”   

Clapper went further in interviews on 
Sunday, saying that U.S. institutions 
are “under assault” from Trump. 

 If Russia’s most specific priorities 
have proved elusive, it may be partly 
because Moscow overachieved in 
its effort to cultivate ties to Trump.  
In a late December phone call that 
was intercepted by U.S. intelligence, 
Michael Flynn assured Ambassador 
Kislyak that Trump planned to revisit 
the sanctions issue shortly after taking 
office. 

Trump’s defenders acknowledge 
that he seeks improved relations with 
Moscow but insist that his goals are 
designed entirely to advance U.S. 
interests.

But critics argue that many of Trump’s 
foreign policy positions undercut U.S. 
influence overseas and, as a result, 
strengthen Moscow — his effective 
endorsement of nationalist candidates 
including Marine Le Pen in France; his 
effort to impose an immigration ban 
on Muslim-majority countries; and his 
threats, since softened, to restructure 
NATO.

Trump has repeatedly dismissed 
allegations of ties between his cam-
paign and Russia as “fake news.” The 
White House insisted that Comey’s fir-
ing was based solely on his handling 
of the investigation of Clinton’s emails. 
But Trump’s own later statements 
made clear the decision was linked to 
his frustration that the Russia inquiry 
was expanding under Comey, a direc-
tor whom Trump viewed as disloyal. 
U.S. intelligence officials said such 
comments bolster the case that Putin 
makes against Western democracies.

“It plays into the idea that we are as 
corrupt as anybody else, that what the 
United States is exporting isn’t some-
thing you want,” 

With sanctions still in place, Russia 
may think that the election interfer-

ence “didn’t pan out the way they 
expected,” an official said. “But what 
they’re getting now is more positive 
than what they had under President 
Obama and what they feared under 
Clinton. It’s not pro-Russia, but it’s 
certainly not anti-Russia. It’s more a 
kind of chaos. And that does benefit 
them.” •  

Trump and Integrity
David Leonhardt

Op-Ed Columnist NY Times

Until two days ago, Rod Rosenstein, 
the deputy attorney general, had an 
enviable reputation as a straight-
shooting law-enforcement official 
respected by members of both parties. 
Then he decided that he was willing 
to help President Trump tamper with 
an investigation into his presidential 
campaign.

Now Rosenstein’s reputation is per-
manently damaged, as it deserves to 
be. In that damage is a lesson for other 
subordinates and allies of Trump.

When Rosenstein accepted his job at 
the Justice Department, many observ-
ers hoped he would be the adult who 
would moderate the excesses of Trump 
and Jeff Sessions, the attorney general. 
But it is enormously difficult to resist 
pressure, persuasion and incentives 
from one’s bosses, especially when 
those bosses are running the country.

Rosenstein’s moral test arrived after 
just a couple of weeks on the job. He 
failed it, evidently without putting up 
much of a struggle.

He was willing to be “exactly the 
mouthpiece Trump needed,” as Slate’s 
Leon Neyfakh put it. Rosenstein wrote 
a memo that claimed James Comey, 
the former F.B.I. director, was fired for 

➢ Next page
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his handling of the Hillary Clinton inquiry that 
Trump and Sessions had once praised fulsomely. 
And Rosenstein, who was supervising the probe 
into the Trump campaign’s Russian ties, wrote 
the memo only a few days after Comey had come 
to him and requested more money for it, The 
Times reported.

Rosenstein has also enabled Sessions to violate 
his own recusal from that Russia investigation. 
Throughout the rushed process of firing Comey 
and looking for his replacement, Sessions has 
remained central — as if the Russia inquiry and 
Comey’s status were separate issues. The notion 
that Rosenstein is overseeing that investigation 
has become laughable. He now should appoint 
an independent prosecutor, as a Times editorial 
urges in an open letter to him this morning.

I’ve said previously I hope that good peo-
ple already working in the executive branch 
remain in their jobs and that smart, principled 
Republicans come to staff many jobs in the 
Trump administration. I still hope so.

But Rosenstein’s abandonment of the basic 
principles of ethical government should remind 
everyone of the risks of joining Team Trump. 
Once you do, avoiding Trumpian behavior 
becomes very hard. Adopting it starts to seem 
normal, even honorable.

Remember, though: There is no job, not even 
at the highest levels of government, that is worth 
your reputation.

As Peter Wehner, a longtime Republican aide, 
writes in The Times: “The Republicans who have 
so far stood in lock step with Mr. Trump, defend-
ing him at every turn, need to ask themselves 
whether they want to continue to be complicit 
in this institutional assault. By now it should be 
clear to them that having Donald Trump’s back 
will cost them their integrity.” •

➢from previous page

excerpted from ncBnews.com

submitted by Wanda Schwerer

What is obstruction of justice?
There are a variety of federal crimes related to obstruction of justice, 

from threatening jury members to lying to investigators. In Trump’s 
case, reports surrounding his behavior toward former FBI Director 
James Comey could feed into a broad statute targeting anyone who 
intentionally “obstructs, influences, or impedes any official proceed-
ing, or attempts to do so.”

The latest allegations around Trump set off alarm bells because they 
could potentially be construed as Trump attempting to push Comey 
away from an investigation into his former National Security Adviser 
Michael Flynn.

What happens if it is found the president broke the law?

Charging the president with a crime is not like charging the average 
citizen with a crime, or even other top White House officials.

“Whether or not one can indict criminally a sitting president is an 
unanswered question,” Susan Bloch, a constitutional law professor at 
Georgetown, told NBC News. “It’s never happened and people are not 
sure whether it can.”

While it’s never been tested in court, many legal scholars, includ-
ing Bloch, argue that the president is constitutionally protected from 
criminal prosecution as long as they occupy the White House. The pre-
vailing opinion was expressed in a �97� memo by President Richard 
Nixon’s Solicitor General, Robert Bork, who argued that then-Vice 
President Spiro Agnew could face charges stemming from his time 
as governor of Maryland, but that a president could only be charged 
after leaving office.

Instead, the job of prosecuting a president would likely be left to 
Congress. If investigations into Trump’s conduct turned up strong 
evidence of wrongdoing, the House could vote to impeach. The Senate 
would then try the president and, if two-thirds of members agreed, 
remove him from office.

But Congress is not a normal jury and the process could turn on 
political considerations as well as legal ones.

For one, the president’s party currently controls both the House and 
Senate, which sets the bar high for any move toward impeachment. 
But even if Democrats were to take over, there could be factors that 
cause them to hesitate as well.

Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA), the ranking Democrat on the House 
Intelligence Committee, suggested on Wednesday that Congress 
would consider the national mood toward Trump along with any 
hypothetical charges.

➢ Next page
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 Environmental News :

Suncoast Group Newsletter 
- May 20�7

suncoastsierra.org

Hands Across the 
Sand
Saturday, May 20    
11 am 
   Bilmar Beach Resort
 10650 Gulf Blvd. ,Treasure 
Island

Join hundreds from across Tampa Bay 
as we gather for this year’s Hands Across 
the Sand event to oppose offshore drill-
ing and call for commitments to clean, 
renewable energy. This gathering of par-
ents, children, businesses, public officials, 
organizations and civic clubs will show 
our desire to protect our environment, 
economy and coastal communities from 
the effects of offshore oil drilling and seis-
mic testing. 

JOIN US AT 11 AM BEHIND THE 
BILMAR FOR A PRESS CONFERENCE 
WITH LOCAL LEADERS AND JOIN 
HANDS ON THE BEACH AT NOON

 SPEAKERS (MORE TBA):

St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman

State Rep. Kathleen Peters

Frank Jackalone, Florida Director, Sierra 
Club

Clyde Smith, Bilmar Beach Resort 

Please bring signs and a reusable water 
bottle: water and Gatorade will be avail-
able for refills. Wear a blue t-shirt if you 
can!

 or 
Hands Across the Sand 
Indian Rocks Beach
1800 Gulf Blvd, Indian 
Rocks Beach

Please join us May 20, 20�7 on 
Indian Rocks Beach at the County 
Park between �7th and �8th Ave., 
across from Guppy’s for an aerial 
photo. We will join hands along the 
shore at �2:00 pm, noon, registra-
tion starts at ��:�0. The line we form 
symbolizes our communities resolve 
to fight the ever-present possibility 
of offshore oil drilling in our gulf 
waters and the more immediate fight 
to keep fracking out of Florida. 

Please come help us create IRB’s 
longest line yet. Hands Across the 
Sand is a movement made up of 
people from all walks of life. We are 
parents, friends, neighbors, small 
business owners, and sportsmen. 
We span political lines, geographic 
boundaries, and socioeconomic 
groups. We are united by the desire 
to protect our coastal economies, 
oceans, wildlife, fisheries, our envi-
ronment and our way of life.•

“Would the country, would the 
Congress, both Democrats and 
Republicans, view the president’s 
conduct so serious as to be disquali-
fying? Or would it be viewed as just 
a way to nullify the election by other 
means?” Schiff said on MSNBC’s 
“Morning Joe.” “That’s the ultimate 
test.”

Has anything like this happened 
before?

The last two presidents threatened 
with impeachment, Bill Clinton and 
Richard Nixon, both faced charges 
of obstruction of justice along with 
other accusations.

In Clinton’s case, he was found not 
guilty. Nixon resigned before the 
process could play out, but the House 
Judiciary Committee had already 
advanced articles of impeachment 
with bipartisan support. President 
Gerald Ford, who took over, subse-
quently pardoned Nixon.

It’s notable that in Nixon’s case, the 
“smoking gun” recording that pre-
ceded his resignation included audio 
in which the president appeared 
to order an aide to convince the 
FBI to drop its investigation of the 
Watergate break-in.

Michael Gerhardt, a law professor at 
the University of North Carolina who 
has written a book on the impeach-
ment process, said there could be 
parallels between Nixon and Trump, 
but it was too early to know for sure. 
The charges against Nixon were far 
more extensive and included accusa-
tions of abuse of power.

“It doesn’t mean what Trump did is 
not a problem, but the facts are dif-
ferent,” Gerhardt said.

For the full article go to :
http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-

house/obstruction-justice-what-it-why-
trump-should-care-n761246  •

➢from previous page
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 Gun Control News 

This letter was received and submitted by Elizabeth Snedeker

After months of heated debate in Tallahassee, we’re closing out the 20�7 legislative session with BIG wins 
for gun safety in Florida:

    open carry: deFeATed

    guns on campus: deFeATed

    guns at airports: deFeATed

    guns in elementary, middle, and high schools: deFeATed

Unfortunately, we also saw a dangerous “Stand Your Ground” expansion bill pass the legislature -- but 
with all of our victories, and with your help, we showed the gun lobby and extremist lawmakers just how 
strong our movement is.

This session we drove thousands of calls and messages to state lawmakers, organized an advocacy day 
with volunteers and gun violence survivors, visited with lawmakers to educate them about gun violence, 
testified before legislative committees, and so much more.

And we’re just getting started.

Next up is the largest national day of action in the fight to end gun violence, National Gun Violence 
Awareness Day on June 2.

There are Wear Orange (the color of gun violence prevention) events all over Florida that weekend, and 
I’d love to have you join us at this event near you:

    Event: St. Pete Wear Orange Party for Peace
    Saturday, June 3, 10:00 AM
    Gladden Park
    St. Petersburg, FL

RSVP to a Wear Orange event near you.   This is our chance to honor survivors of gun violence and show 
the strength of the gun violence prevention movement in our state.

RSVP now to save your spot.

Thank you.

Michelle Gajda
Florida Chapter Leader
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America
 •
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Website changes that may be of  
interest to you.

Tracking the Issues
The Florida Legislature is already hold-

ing committee meetings and filing bills to 

be considered during their upcoming ses-

sion. In Washington, Congress and the new 

administration have an ambitious (and dis-

turbing) agenda for the first 100 days. Peggy 

Tucker is putting together a small group to 

track the progress on key issues in areas such 

as healthcare, the environment, education, 

etc. and keep club members up to date on 

their status. If you are interested in helping 

with this initiative, please contact Peggy 

at peggytucker55@hotmail.com  or 727-

460-5345. Thank you!

Please note that two new blogs have been added to the 
Largodemocrats.com website, also a new Events widget.

The first blog you may want to investigate is the http://
largodemocrats.typepad.com/local_events_
meetings/.   This blog list meetings and events sched-
uled in the Tampa Bay area, including protests, and 
social events (of a political nature).  Also a new widget 
that pulls calendar information for Democratic Party 
meetings, including clubs and caucuses.   If you know 
of any events or meeting that should be added, please 
submit to Admin@largodemocrats.com

The second is http://largodemocrats.typepad.com/
issues_and_legislation/  This blog will track any cur-
rent issues or legislation that may required your action. 

Headlines of each blog will be highlighted on the lar-
godemocrats.com homepage, with links to the individual 
item for quick review. 
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State &  County 
RepReSentativeS

For the most up-to-date information on your 
Federal, State, and County representatives  
including all contact information, Go to :
http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

HOW TO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE
Many of you expressed interest in making regular contributions to the LARGO/MiD-

PinELLAS PROGRESSivE POLitiCAL COMMittEE.  The Political Committee allows us 

to donate more to candidates or issue advocacy than our club bylaws and 

state statute allow from our General Funds.  
 
For example, many banks have repeating automated bill paying.  That makes contributing auto-
matic and easy each month.  Contact us for the Account number for the electronic deposit.

Or you can send a check to: 

The Payee Name must be:  Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political Committee.  OR LMPPPC

the mailing address is  
Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political Committee.  or  

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
P.O. BOx 1242 

   LARGO, FL 33779

https://www.facebook.
com/Largodemocrats/
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national politi-
cal discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best candidates and 
getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write letters, make phone 
calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change to our communities, our 
county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and 
celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 
Meet other active Democrats 
Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential 
candidates 
Raise funds and work for candidates 
 Participate in community service projects 
 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national 
importance 
Attend special events and monthly meetings. 
For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

Stating in membership year 20�7  our dues will be $�5.00 per year.  This is the first increase in dues since 
our founding in 2009.

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
members are an interested, involved, informed - and 
opinionated - bunch.  And providing a forum for all that 
“good stuff” is an important function of our newsletter.  
The Board encourages articles and letters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every 
attempt to publish factual information, and who encourage 
the free exchange of information and opinions. It should 
include input from all of us.  However, the opinions and 
viewpoints expressed by contributors may not necessarily 
reflect those of the club. Please send submissions to news-
letter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 

 •
 

What do we include in the Newsletter?

CHAnGE, yES WE CAn

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


