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were 5 other seats which were close 
enough to require a recount     and we 
should get at least some of them. As 
of my writing this, the worst possible 
outcome for Democrats is a tie! Even 
if they do not get the actual majority, 
the Lt. Governor, who would decide 
the outcome in a party line vote, is a 
Democrat. Therefore, in a party line 
vote, Dems win.

There were some remarkable sto-
ries in that race. The jerk who intro-
duced the “bathroom bill” was beaten 
by a trans woman! As a hopeful sign 
of things to come, when reporters 
attempted to get her to say some-
thing negative about her opponent, 
she would not because she said that 
in a short time he would be one of her 
constituents and she would not speak 
badly about one of her constituents.

Another female candidate found 
out that she was pregnant with twins 

Our next club meeting
Please mark your calendars 

for our next meeting, Monday, 
November 20 at 7:00 P.M. at the  
Acropol Restaurant 1170 Starkey 
Rd., Largo.

  Our speaker will be Dr. Susan 
MacManus.  The venerable USF 
political scientist is retiring from 
teaching next year, but you can 
count on her remaining a go-to 
quote and source for reporters 
eager to understand Florida politics. 
Come hear her take on the 20�7 & 
November elections in Florida and 
Nationwide. The event is free, but 
come early to get a good seat and 
order dinner.

By Mary Lou Ambrose

We Democrats 
did well on 
Election Day 
20�7. Hopefully 
it was a sign of 
things to come.

Across the 
country State 
e l e c t i o n s 

were held in this off-year election. 
Traditionally, Democrats haven’t 
turned out well to vote in these elec-
tions. But Donald Trump or any-
one like him had never been elected 
President before. He provided a lot 
of motivation. After the 20�6 elec-
tion, both Bernie Sanders and Hillary 
Clinton encouraged people to get 
involved, to run for office. Groups 
like “Run for Something” exploded. 
Thousands of Democrats all over the 
country stood up and changed their 
lives to run for office. It worked! The 
results of the election were amazing. 
I know that most of you are aware of 
all this, but putting it together can be 
helpful.

The fight for the Virginia House 
of Delegates is a notable example. 
That House was similar to our own 
House in Tallahassee. There were 66 
Republicans and 34 Democrats in 
their very gerrymandered districts. As 
happens here, Dems could do nothing. 
As an example, in the election in 20�5  
Virginia had �00 House seats availa-
ble. Democrats ran only 29 people. In 
20�7, Democrats ran 90 people in the 
same �00 districts and changed the 
make-up of the House of Delegates. 
On election night, Democrats needed 
to win as they never had before, largely 
against incumbents. In fact, that night 
Dems took �5 House of Delegates seats! 
Even more amazing is the fact that, in 
�� of the �5 seats, women won. There 
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Sen. Bill Nelson  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco Rubio  (R)
 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

Rep. Charlie Crist (D)

Washington, DC Office
Phone: (202) 225-5961
Fax: (202) 225-9764

District Office
Phone: (727) 318-6770
Fax: (727) 623-0619

Email: https://crist.house.gov/contact/
email

Rep. Cathy Castor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R)

Federal 
Congressional 
Delegation
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three weeks after she signed up to run. 
She ran anyway. When she was ordered 
to bed rest at the time of the Primary, 
her husband worked the polls for her. 
She won. The babies were born early 
but are doing well in the NICU unit.

We all remember the young TV 
reporter who was killed on live TV. 
Her boyfriend gave up his work at the 
TV station to run for the House of 
Delegates because her death changed 
him. He won.

Across the country Dems won and 
they were a divergent group. The win-
ners were men and women, black, 
white, Latino, trans, Christian, Jewish, 
Muslim, and LGBT. Several were immi-
grants. The wonderful thing is that, at 
least on a state level, we the people are 
beginning to be represented by people 
who look like us.

Here in St.  Petersburg, Mayor 
Kriseman won a significant victory 
against a well-funded Republican. 
Darden Rice was reelected. Gina 
Driscoll was elected in a district which 
initially had �� candidates. Brandi 
Gabbard also carried her district. They 
are Democrats all.

The amazing thing about all of this 
is that across the country Democrats 
came out and worked hard for their 
Democratic candidates. They put in 
hours knocking on doors and making 
phone calls. The gave money. Here in 
St. Pete, President Obama, VP Biden 
and other prominent Democrats 
endorsed Rick Kriseman. There was 
a lot of static about bringing Parties 
into non-partisan elections and the 
Tampa Bay Times not only endorsed 
the Republican but for all intents and 
purposes, they campaigned for him by 
publishing almost daily negative stories 
about Mayor Kriseman and positive 
ones about his opponent.  We had a lot 
of help. People from other counties got 
on the phone for Mayor Kriseman. At 
the Democratic Convention a room was 
put aside and was open each day where 
we could call for Mayor Kriseman and 
other Dems across the state. When Joe 
and I were there, many were calling for 
the St. Pete Mayor. After they worked 

long and hard, Dems came out and voted 
in historic numbers. 

As an aside, the Florida Democratic 
Convention was a significantly different 
one from past conventions. It was much 
more open. The major change was that all 
participants were able to vote on resolu-
tions which made up the platform. This 
never happened before. In previous years, 
the reception on Friday evening was only 
high-priced drinks. This year excellent, 
free food was added. Traditionally, the 
Saturday evening dinner which is a fund 
raiser was outrageously expensive but 
people attend to hear the speaker. This 
year it cost $270.00 a plate. Added this 
year was a room with projection screens 
for hearing and seeing the speakers. The 
new party chair, Steven Bittel and his 
newly appointed President (new title) 
Sally Boynton Brown made significant 
changes, as promised. Hopefully this 
will continue. Just about everyone was 
impressed by Ms. Boynton Brown.

Now, all we must do is keep up the 
momentum. 20�8 will be the year when 
we can take back our government or we 
can lose it for decades. With a little help 
from the completely dangerous and cor-
rupt Trump administration, we have no 
choice but to do what has been done this 
year, but on a larger scale. 20�8 will be 
our turning point and it still could go 
either way.

Are we ready? •
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We enjoy having Dr. MacManus visit us 
after an election to provide  analysis of the 
results, and of the voters.

Join us for an insightful review of this 
month’s elections, and perhaps a preview 
of what we can expect from our 20�8 
elections.  

Dr. Susan A. MacManus, who received 
her M.A. from the University of Michigan 
and Ph.D. from Florida State University, 
is a Distinguished University Professor at 
USF in the Department of Government 
and International Affairs. For the last six 
election cycles, she has served as political 
analyst for WFLA NewsChannel 8 (Tampa 
NBC affiliate).  Since 2008, she has been a 
featured columnist on sayfiereview.com—a 
widely-read Florida-based political website. 
WFLA TV’s weekly Road to the White House 
program on which MacManus appeared as 
a panelist was nominated for a Suncoast 
Emmy award in 2008. She has appeared on 
every major broadcast and cable television 
and radio network and been interviewed by 
major newspapers in Florida, the U.S., and 
abroad. She is Florida’s most-quoted politi-
cal scientist. 

MacManus is the co-author of Politics in 
States and Communities, �3th ed., with 
Thomas R. Dye (Prentice Hall 2009), 
Florida’s Politics, 2nd ed., with Thomas 
R. Dye and Aubrey Jewett (Florida 
Institute of Government, 2007) and 
Florida’s Politics: Ten Media Markets, 
One Powerful State with Kevin Hill 
and Dario Moreno (Florida Institute of 
Government, 2004). She is also the author 
of Young v. Old: Generational Combat 
in the 2�st Century? (Westview, �996) 
and Targeting Senior Voters (Rowman 
& Littlefield, 2004). MacManus and her 
mother, Elizabeth, are the authors of two 
local Florida history books published by 
the University of Tampa Press: Citrus, 
Sawmills, Critters & Crackers (�998) 
and Going, Going, Almost Gone: Lutz-
Land O’ Lakes Pioneers Share Their 
Precious Memories (20�0). MacManus 
is from a citrus-growing family in Pasco 
County.•

Our featured speaker for November is 
Dr. Susan Macmanus.  During election 
years, the longtime University of South 
Florida political science professor is a 
familiar face on Florida news shows and 
in guest newspaper columns. 
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Food items go to the :

Rev. Andy Oliver, pastor of Allendale  United 
Methodist Church was our speaker in October.

Rev. Andy Oliver’s attitude was quickly revealed to us at our 
October meeting.  He said, “Organize around Money or People.”  
His choice was clear!  Much, if not all, of his career has been an 
effort to make churches all-inclusive.  His Allendale Methodist 

church was failing when he came 
along and brought his inclusive atti-
tude to 40 members.  It now has over 
�00.  By including the LGBT commu-
nity and others who had been aban-
doned by other churches, he brought 
a dead church to life.  

At the beginning of every service, 
he says an all-inclusive prayer men-
tioning race, sexuality, and all diver-
sity.  He has succeeded in getting many organizations to work with him and adopt his philosophy.  
Above all, he says, “We choose love.” •

      HIGHLIGHTS FROM OCT MEETING
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of Virginia during that period. 
Hamilton married a wealthy woman 
from New York, and was at Yorktown 
at Cornwallis’ surrender. 

Both men served in various politi-
cal roles as 
the country 
developed. For 
the most part, 
Hamilton was a 
Federalist, and 
Jefferson was 
a Democratic 
R e p u b l i c a n . 
The nation’s 
initial govern-
ing structure, 
the Articles of 
Confederation 
were inef-
fective, and 
Hamilton was 

involved along with James Madison 
and John Jay in the writing of the 
Federalist Papers. During the writ-
ing of the Constitution, Jefferson 
was in France, but he was concerned 
that there should be a Bill of Rights. 
Hamilton laid out why a Bill of 
Rights was unnecessary in Federalist 
#84. The first ten Amendments to 
the Constitution, also known as the 
Bill of Rights, were largely written by 
James Madison and were added after 
Jefferson’s return to America. 

Soon after returning from France, 
Jefferson accepted Washington’s invi-
tation to serve as the first Secretary 
of State. Two key issues at this time 
were the national debt and the per-
manent location of the capital. Once 
again, the two men clashed on how to 
handle the matter. Jefferson opposed 
a national debt, preferring that each 
state retire its own wartime debt, but 
Hamilton, Washington’s Secretary 
of the Treasury, wanted to consoli-
date the wartime debt of the states. 
Hamilton also wanted national credit 
and a national bank, which Jefferson 

•

      LETTERS & OPINIONS

HAMILTON VS. JEFFERSON: 
THE RIVALRY THAT 
SHAPED AMERICA

Reviewed by Hon.. Joe Barkley

On Sunday, November 
�2th, Mary Lou Ambrose 
and I attended a “One Day 
University” class titled 
Hamilton vs. Jefferson: 
The Rivalry that Shaped 
America, taught by Rutgers 
University Professor Louis 
Masur. Although I am a 
Rutgers Alumnus, both 
Undergrad and Law, I had 
never seen Professor Masur 
in action. He teaches at the 
New Brunswick campus, 
and Mary Lou and I are 
graduates of Rutgers Law – 
Camden. He was outstand-
ing in terms of presentation skills, 
knowledge, and enthusiasm for his 
subject.

The backgrounds of Alexander 
Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson 
were very different. Hamilton was 
born to a single mother in the West 
Indies. He was well-read, and wrote 
a Letter To The Editor of a local 
newspaper after a Hurricane that 
was so well written that local land-
owners funded a trip to allow him to 
attend college at Kings College (later 
Columbia University) in New York. 
Jefferson was born to landed well off 
parents in Virginia, and he attended 
William and Mary in Williamsburg, 
Virginia. Both attended law school, 
and both became key players in the 
development of the colonies into a 
nation.

Hamilton wanted to be involved 
in the military as a means of 
acquiring stature. He served as 
Washington’s Aid-De-Camp dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, while 
Jefferson, who was a few years 
older than Hamilton, was Governor 

opposed. Another point of conflict 
between Hamilton and Jefferson was 
the permanent location of the capi-
tal for the United States. Hamilton 
felt the capital should be in a major 
commercial center, but Washington, 
Jefferson, and others wanted the loca-
tion in the south part of the country. 
The result was the Compromise of 
�790. This agreement allowed for the 
permanent location of the capital on 
the Potomac River, and the federal 
government assumed the war debts 
of all thirteen states. The rivalry 
between Hamilton and Jefferson 
continued until Hamilton’s untimely 
death, when he was killed in a duel 
with former Vice President Aaron 
Burr July �2, �804. •

Alexander Hamilton

Thomas Jefferson
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Florida Forever (SB 370; no House 
yet):  Requires specified annual appropriation to the 
Florida Forever Trust Fund. On a side note, it’s interesting 
that Gov. Scott has suddenly taken an interest in fund-
ing Florida Forever after ignoring it for several years in 
violation of the Florida Constitutional Amendment over-
whelmingly passed by Florida voters.

Marriage Licenses (HB 335; SB 140): 
Provides that a marriage license cannot be issued to a per-
son under the age of �8. This legislation may get amended 
to exempt �6 and �7 year olds who are legally emanci-
pated. Florida NOW supports this bill.

High Speed Rail (HB 525; SB 572): 
The “Florida High-Speed Passenger Rail Safety Act.” This 
is shaping up as an interesting Home Rule (pre-emption) 
case. All Aboard Florida’s Bright Line is about to begin 
high speed rail service between West Palm and Miami 
and has individual agreements in place with those locali-
ties for service, maintenance, etc. Bright Line intends to 
extend northward to Orlando and possibly over to Tampa 
eventually. This legislation attempts to impose statewide 
rules over the rail corridor as opposed to allowing local 
determination, which already must meet federal stan-
dards. Some counties are in favor of this state legislation; 
others are opposed. The outcome will likely affect Tampa 
Bay area at some point in the future. •

Florida Legislature Preview
Hang on to your hats for what could be one of the most 

boisterous legislative sessions ever, but also one of the most 
impactful when it officially begins on January 9.

Of particular local interest is the question of whether Jack 
Latvala will still be a state senator when the session begins and/
or when it ends in the face of allegations of sexual harassment 
being leveled against him by thus far unidentified women. And 
on a wider field, how many other prominent Florida officials 
will be implicated in a year when many of them are running 
for election?

Add to this backdrop the effects that Hurricane Irma, the 
influx of Puerto Ricans after Hurricane Maria, and the opioid 
crises are having not only on the budget, but also on health-
care, education, utilities, law enforcement, etc., and the stage 
is set for an eventful session.

Here are a few pieces of legislation that look to play promi-
nent roles:

Sanctuary Cities (HB 9; SB 308): House 
speaker Richard Corcoran fast-tracked the House bill and it 
is already set for presentation on the House floor in January. 
The Senate version is moving at slower pace so far. Purpose 
of legislation is to force local city or county governments to 
comply with federal immigration policy, which essentially 
requires that immigrants held on minor offenses be kept in 
custody until federal agents can arrive to deport them. Also 
provides for cause of action for personal injury or wrongful 
death attributed to sanctuary policy. Democrats generally 
oppose this legislation because it removes local determination 
for law enforcement as to how best use personnel and resources 
such as jail space and can add to costs.

Ban on Bump Stocks (HB 321;SB 456): 
Prohibits importation, transfer, distribution, transport, sale, 
or possession of a bump-fire stock in Florida; authorizes a per-
son to relinquish a bump-fire stock to law enforcement agency. 
Democrats support and Ben Diamond is a co-sponsor.
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November 20

Democratic Women’s Club of Upper Pinellas (DWCUP) 

Meets at the Clearwater Main Library, 100 
Osceola Ave, Clearwater, FL 33755

11:30 AM Social *Meeting 12:00 PM – 1:30 PM

light lunch for $5

November 20

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club
With Special Guest - Dr. Susan MacManus

7:00PM
Acropol Family Restaurant
1135 Starkey Rd, Largo, Florida 33771

November 21

North Pinellas County Democratic Club 
November Meeting
With Special Guest - Commissioner Pat Gerard

6:00 PM
Foundation for Scottish Arts
1134 N. Douglas Ave
Dunedin, FL 34698
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 Club News

 Save the Date

At the Randolph Farms Club House, 13300 Indian Rocks Road, Largo.  
Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club Annual Holiday Potluck.  Please 
plan to attend, and bring your favorite dish or beverage to share. 

 FL HD 66 & 67
On Thusday, November �5, at a joint meeting of  District 66 and 67 Precinct committeemember, Brooke Errett and 

Deborah Anderson presented a very helpful training session on Deep Canvassing.  “How to build our community 
networks and win elections”.  •
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 Environmental News :

In August, a panel of judges ruled to invalidate the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission’s (FERC) approval of the 5�5-mile, fracked gas Sabal Trail pipeline already 
running from Alabama to Florida. The court found that FERC failed to consider the 
greenhouse gas pollution from burning fracked gas delivered via the pipeline. 

Act now to demand that FERC consider the true costs of Sabal Trail and deny approval 
of this pipeline until alternatives are given a fair shake.

In response to the court’s ruling, FERC rushed to produce a woefully inadequate sup-
plemental environmental impact statement (SEIS)-- it skated over the fact that the pipe-
line will have an enormous negative impact. FERC estimates the increase in greenhouse 
gases could be nearly �0%. This is more than 22 million metric tons of CO2 or CO2e, 
which is equal to the greenhouse gas emissions from 4,732,334 passenger vehicles driven 
for one year or the CO2 emissions from 5.5 coal-fired power plants in one year.  That’s 
a threat to our climate that we just can’t stand for. •

The Sabal Trail pipeline is a dangerous dirty fuel project that got its day in court. Tell Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission it’s time to admit this pipeline is too big of a threat to our air 
and water → http://sc.org/2zqFoKv
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State &  County 
RepReSentativeS

For the most up-to-date information on your 
Federal, State, and County representatives  
including all contact information, Go to :
http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

HOW TO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE
Many of you expressed interest in making regular contributions to the Largo/

MiD-PineLLaS ProgreSSive PoLiticaL coMMittee.  The Political 

Committee allows us to donate more to candidates or issue 

advocacy than our club bylaws and state statute allow from our General Funds.  
 
For example, many banks have repeating automated bill paying.  That makes contributing auto-
matic and easy each month.  Contact us for the Account number for the electronic deposit.

Or you can send a check to: 

The Payee Name must be:  Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political Committee.  OR LMPPPC

the mailing address is  
Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political committee.  or  

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic club 
P.o. Box 1242 

   Largo, FL 33779

https://www.facebook.
com/Largodemocrats/
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national politi-
cal discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best candidates and 
getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write letters, make phone 
calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change to our communities, our 
county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and 
celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 
Meet other active Democrats 
Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential 
candidates 
Raise funds and work for candidates 
 Participate in community service projects 
 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national 
importance 
Attend special events and monthly meetings. 
For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

Stating in membership year 20�7  our dues will be $�5.00 per year.  This is the first increase in dues since 
our founding in 2009.

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club mem-
bers are an interested, involved, informed - and opinionated 
- bunch.  And providing a forum for all that “good stuff” is an 
important function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages 
articles and letters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every 
attempt to publish factual information, and who encourage 
the free exchange of information and opinions. It should 
include input from all of us.  However, the opinions and view-
points expressed by contributors may not necessarily reflect 
those of the club. Please send submissions to newsletter edi-
tor, Wanda Schwerer @wschwerer@gmail.com •

What do we include in the Newsletter?

change, yeS we can

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


