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Germans felt as they watched Hitler’s 
rise. (I do wish, however, that our pol-
iticians were “conjoined.”)

Unfortunately, Trump is at least 
as bad as we feared, possibly worse, 
and he has a lot of help. He has a sig-
nificant number of Americans who 
believe all his lies. He has a Republican 
Congress without the guts to stand up 
to him, regardless of what he says or 
does. They are putting lobbyist money 
and fear of Donald Trump ahead of 
the country. The Republican Party 
in the �970s had a moral and patri-
otic Attorney General and Senators 
who went to Nixon and told him it 
was time to resign. They put country 
above Party. I do not see that happen-
ing here, except for a couple of women 
Senators who at least said, “No” to 
Trump. 

Several months ago, NPR did a 
story on the Mercers, a very wealthy 
Long Island family. Chris Hayes 
recently did a segment about Steve 
Bannon and Robert Mercer. It made 

Our next club meeting
Please mark your calendars 

for our next meeting, Monday, 
October 16 at 7:00 P.M. at the  
Acropol Restaurant 1170 Starkey 
Rd., Largo.

  Our speaker will be Rev. 
Andy Oliver, Pastor of Allendale 
Methodest Church.  Rev. Oliver 
is an advocate with those who 
have been marginalized. United 
Methodist Elder from the Florida 
Conference. Pastor of Allendale 
United Methodist Church, St. 
Petersburg, Florida.

  All through-
out the prima-
ries I, like many 
others, kept 
panicking that 
Donald Trump 
might just win. 
He was a Fascist. 
I could compare 
him to Hitler in 
so many ways. 

Trump does so many of the things 
done by Hitler in the early stages of his 
rise to power. I wondered how German 
people felt about the rise of Hitler as it 
was happening. When I saw men on 
TV in the red MAGA shirts push-
ing people around at Trump rallies, 
I saw Brown Shirts. I found a quote 
on-line which was said to have been 
written by a German woman named 
Lizette Huber in �929. According to 
her grandson, the quote may or may 
not be precisely what she said, if she 
said it at all. No one knows for certain. 
However, she was in fact a German 
who spoke out against Hitler and is 
said to have spent 2 years in a concen-
tration camp,

My fellow citizens, the rise of 
this blusterous man bewilders 
the educated among us, con-
joins opposing politicians, ago-
nizes our international allies, 
threatens minorities, spits on 
the disabled, and touches the 
hearts of those who just don’t 
know any better.

Let us stop propounding how 
mad this all is, but instead, do 
something.

Lizette Hubner, Germany �929

I don’t know if Lizette Hubner, or 
any other German, said this during 
the rise of the Nazis, but it certainly 
says what I had been feeling about 
Trump, and how I supposed ordinary 
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Sen. Bill Nelson  (D)

(813) 225-7040 or  (202)  
224-5274  

Email: http://billnelson.sen-
ate.gov/contact/index.cfm  

Sen. Marco Rubio  (R)
 (813) 287-5035 or  (202) 

224-3041 
Email: http://rubio.senate.

gov/contact_form.cfm 

Rep. Charlie Crist (D)

Washington, DC Office
Phone: (202) 225-5961
Fax: (202) 225-9764

District Office
Phone: (727) 318-6770
Fax: (727) 623-0619

Email: https://crist.house.gov/contact/
email

Rep. Cathy Castor (D) 

(813) 871-2871 or (202) 
(225-3376   

Email: www.Castor.house.
gov

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R)

Federal 
Congressional 
Delegation
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me go back to what I had read about 
Mercer. He was a computer scientist 
who worked on the early development 
of artificial Intelligence. Mercer is said 
to have put together a program which 
calculated the way to buy and sell stocks 
with precision. He then began a hedge 
fund allegedly using this program and 
made himself extraordinarily wealthy. 

He and his daughter Rebekah, who 
is the front person for the family, are 
extremely conservative and extremely 
wealthy. Their goal is to defeat and 
destroy government, nothing less. They 
state repeatedly that Blacks were better 
off before the Civil rights movement. 
They also believe that there is no racial 
prejudice against Blacks and, in fact, 
they believe that the only discrimina-
tion by is blacks against whites. They 
seriously believe that Bill and Hillary 
Clinton actually murder people who 
cross them. The Mercers funded Steve 
Bannon’s Breitbart News, the Trump 
Campaign, and Brexit with tens of mil-
lions of dollars. Do you see a pattern 
here? 

The worst-case scenario, now that 
Bannon is free to do whatever he wants 
to do, and has easy access directly to both 
Trump and the Mercer family money, he 
will be in a position to pick and choose 
ultra conservative candidates to “pri-
mary” many Republicans in the 20�8 
elections. His goal, obviously, is to build 
a Republican Party so conservative and 
so well-funded that they will change the 
face of politics in the U.S. The Bannon/
Trump/Mercer plan, if successful, will 
destroy our Democracy. Do we have a 
Democratic Party ready to stand up to 
this onslaught? I wish I thought so.

So now, to echo Lizette Hubner, “Let us 
stop propounding how mad this all is, but 
instead, do something. •
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In describing Rev. Oliver, I defer 
to the words of Creative Loafing 
reporter, Dinorah Prevost: 

“In quest to revital-
ize its image, St. Pete 
church becomes the 
center of local activ-
ist movement
How a dwindling congrega-
tion on St. Pete’s 38th Avenue 
N. became a burgeoning 
hub for progressive activ-
ity in the age of Trump.”

“Pastor Andy Oliver felt the world 
needed some reassurance the day 
after Election Day in 20�6. He cre-
ated a sign, donned his pastor col-
lar and stood in front of Allendale 
United Methodist Church, where he 
began preaching in January.

His message, “we choose love,” 
resonated with passersby of his 
place of worship on St. Petersburg’s 
�8th Avenue N. just west of Dr. 
MLK. Jr. Street — so much so that 
some joined him with their own 
signs. All of the enthusiasm over the 
message gave Oliver an idea... He 
knew that the church was no longer 
connecting well with its commu-
nity and needed to start fresh. He 

wrote his aim into a new mission state-
ment for Allendale, which he wants to be 
“a place without barriers, a sanctuary for 
all.” When I spoke to him in the lobby 
of the church’s sanctuary, he repeatedly 
banged his hand against a paper copy of 
that statement on the wall behind him to 
refer to certain points. That’s how much 
he abides by it.

“I began to have a vision that we would 
grow as a church from the outside and 
from having partnerships and relation-
ships with people in the community,” 
Oliver said.

And now with a presidential adminis-
tration that’s hostile to the demograph-
ics he wants to welcome, he knew that 
that work included fighting its policy 
changes. If he didn’t, well, he would be 
breaking the vow of United Methodists 
that he’s taken to “resist evil, injustice 
and oppression.

It was apparent to me that as the rhet-
oric of the [Trump] campaign started 
becoming reality in the [Trump] admin-
istration, that we had real work to do,” 
Oliver said.

Part of that “real work” was calling 
in the support of community activist 
groups with a simple proposition: “If 
you are doing social justice work, you 
have free meeting space here.””

The Rev. Andy Oliver is the Pastor at 
the Allendale United Methodist Church 
on Haines Road in St Petersburg. He and 
his congregation have taken the Church 
in the direction of Social Justice. All those 
who are looking for space to have meet-
ings or holding Social Justice Programs 
are welcome at the Allendale Church. 

The church has given space to so many 
of the people who work for the greater 
good. We have seen Nina Turner, the 
head of Our Revolution. Ben of Ben 
and Jerry’s Ice Cream who spoke and 
brought Ice Cream was a speaker there. 
The League of Women Voters has held 
many programs at the Church. There 
will be a showing of the movie, Hidden 
Figures, the story of three very bright  
Black women who saved a NASA space 
program. In November, along with Karen 
Lieberman and Bruce Nissen there will 
be a Jewish Sabbat followed by a Speaker 
who has studied and written about White 
Supremacy and related subjects. 

The Church has become a meeting 
place for so many who fight for Social 
Justice.•
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Food items go to the :

     Highlights from July Meeting
Pam Keith, with her usual energy,  reminded us why we so enjoy having her speak.  Pam 

ran for US Senate in 20�6, and is 
no running for US Congress, CD 
�8.    

She responded to questions and 
possed for photos.  

If you would like to support 
her run fro CD �8 go to www. 
http://electpamkeith.com/.

Carl Zimmermann, former Representative for 
FL HD 65, is running for Pinellas County School 
Board.  Carl taught for nearly �2 years in Pinellas 
County schools, mostly at Countryside High in 
Clearwater.  

He’s running for Schoold Board District �.   
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“Well as a Victim’s Rights advo-
cate I feel we need to be protect-
ing all of our citizens from this Pro 
Shooter agenda.”•

      LETTERS & OPINIONS

From Vallen Tucker,

(Son of Charlie Y Peggy Tucker)

Democrats need to start taking 
a page out of the Republican play-
book and control the language of 
debates. Republicans always win 
on gun control because their case 
is already made in the language. 
We’re debating whether to control 
people’s guns by the very label. 
That’s positioning the debate in a 
way where people’s freedoms are 
being put at risk and there is some-
thing inherently anti-American 
about that. Every time a pundit, 
anchor, newsperson, or politi-
cian labels it “Gun Control” the 
Democrat has already lost. Here 
are some ideas on ways to change 
the vocabulary we use in order to 
reshape the debate:

Instead of “Gun Control” say 
“Murder Control”.

Instead of “Gun Rights” say 
“Victim’s Rights”.

Instead of “Pro Gun” say “Pro 
Mass Shooter” or “Pro Shooter”.

Instead of “Anti Gun” say “Anti 
Mass Shooter” or Anti Shooter”.

Instead of “Pro Gun Registration” 
say “Pro Gun Education” or “Pro 
Gun Enforcement”.

This will require planned rollout 
and discipline by Democrats and 
will be a hard process. Whenever 
a pundit says one thing we must 
not correct but rather include the 
alternative in the response. 

“How do you respond to Gun 
Rights advocates who feel this is 
a Constitutional protection?”

➢ Next page➢ 

Sherry Kinder posted this on Face-
book. It came from a friend of hers. 
I believe it is one of the best descrip-
tions of American prejudice I have 
ever read. Thank you to Sherry for 
posting it. - Submitted by Lois Fries

“When black Americans pro-
tested injustice in Ferguson, many 
condemned them because a minor-
ity of protestors engaged in violence 
with others. They were told if they 
wanted to make their voices heard, 
they needed to do so peacefully.

When black Americans protested 
injustice by peacefully blocking 
roadways and airports they were 
again condemned by many. Their 
form of protest was again inap-
propriate because though they 
were peaceful, they inconsiderately 
inconvenienced others. They were 
told if they wanted to make their 
voices heard, they needed to do so 
without any disruption.

When black Americans protested 
injustice by making a speech after 
performing the musical Hamilton 
their protest was again condemned. 
Their form of protest was again 
inappropriate because though 
guests paid to see a show about poli-
tics, they did not expect to hear the 
politics of the cast performing. They 
were told if they wanted to make 
their voices heard, they needed to 
do so without imposing on anyone.

And now, when black Americans 
protest injustice by silently kneel-
ing- a gesture which is in most 
situations considered deferential 
and meek (genuflecting is by defi-

nition a show of respect) - they are 
again condemned. One could hardly 
imagine a more unobtrusive form 
of protest- and to me, this raises a 
question. When is it appropriate to 
protest injustice? It seems to me that 
it is never quite the time or place for 
black Americans to speak out, and 
that anything beyond impotently 
picketing in a closet behind a locked 
door is too much and too far.

“Stay in your lane,” they are told, 
without remembering that America 
was founded by and upon protest. 
Without remembering that politics- 
by virtue of living in a democracy- 
is a lane big enough for everyone. 
Without remembering that we don’t 
exist to stand for a flag or anthem’s 
rights, the flag and anthem exist to 
stand for our rights.”

- Ryan Ackett •

Harvey shows the anti-
government crowd’s 
utter hypocrisy
By Jennifer Rubin August 28 
The Washington Post)

Submitted by Lois Fries 

The Freedom Caucus, like-minded 
GOP senators and right-wing Beltway 
groups see government as the enemy 
— all public spending as suspect, all 
tax cuts positive, all deregulation 
good — with little nuance or under-
standing of the essential role gov-
ernment can play in the lives of not 
only the most vulnerable but also the 
middle-class people they might actu-
ally know.

...............................................................
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•
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Part of the anomaly is surely 
attributable to jaw-dropping lack of 
empathy for people who do not look 
like them (e.g. poor immigrants, 
minorities) and to rank partisanship 
(President Barack Obama’s support 
for Solyndra is bad, but Big Ag sub-
sidies are fine). The anti-government 
syndrome is fueled by a refusal to 
look at the particular beneficiaries 
of government help and the obses-
sion with generalized, usually grossly 
inaccurate data. Illegal immigrants 
are stealing our jobs! (They’re not.)

When something like Harvey 
comes along, however, the light ever 
so briefly goes on (sometimes) for the 
anti-government types. Suffering is 
visible, the need impossible to ignore. 
And when the tragedy is in deep-red 
Texas, not deep-blue New Jersey or 
New Orleans, suddenly the wonders 
of government become clear to them. 
(Then-Rep. Mick Mulvaney, who 
now heads the Office of Management 
and Budget, opposed a large Sandy 
relief package without outsets, while 
both Texas senators tried to block 
the Sandy relief bill on the grounds 
that it was extraneous spending.) The 
crew that cheered Trump’s proposed 
�� percent cut to FEMA (government 
is bad!) will support billions of dol-
lars in Harvey relief (my people are 
suffering!). •

Gary Cohn and Steven 
Mnuchin Risk Their 
Reputations
David Leonhardt , New York TImes

OCT. 9, 2017, Submitted by Lois FriesSubmitted by Lois Fries

Within the administration, there 
are real differences among how top 
officials have behaved and how they 
are perceived. Several — Tom Price, 
Reince Priebus, Sean Spicer and Rex 
Tillerson — have badly sullied their 
standing with virtually everyone out-
side the administration. After long 

careers, they have turned them-
selves into punch lines.

The clearest exception is Jim 
Mattis, the defense secretary. Mattis 
has done so partly by avoiding scan-
dal and minimizing conflicts with 
Trump. But he has also been careful 
to set his own ethical boundaries. 
Can you recall a single time when 
Mattis has said something outright 
untrue? I can’t. That’s how he has 
retained his dignity in the eyes of 
so many people.

Cohn and Mnuchin have started 
to risk theirs. This column is a plea 
to them: Please stop, for everyone’s 
sake, including yours.

In the early stages of promoting 
Trump’s tax cut, they have made 
a series of statements that are bla-
tantly false — not merely shadings 
of truth or questionable claims but 
outright up-is-down falsehoods 
mocked by various fact-checkers. 
The statements make the two look 
more like Trump press secretaries 
than serious business executives 
whom members of Congress can 
trust.

They fall into two main categories. 
The first is who benefits from the 
tax plan. “Wealthy Americans are 
not getting a tax cut,” Cohn said on 
“Good Morning America.” He was 
echoing a promise that Mnuchin 
had made before the inauguration: 
“Any reductions we have in upper-
income taxes will be offset by less 
deductions, so that there will be 
no absolute tax cut for the upper 
class.”

No one needs to read a sophisti-
cated analysis (although you can do 
that, as well) to know these claims 
are ridiculous. Trump’s tax plan is 
reducing the top income-tax rate 
to �5 percent, from �9.6 percent. It 
is deeply cutting corporate taxes, 
which benefits people who own a lot 
of stock. It is eliminating the estate 
tax.

Want to guess how many families 
in New York State — population 20 
million — are wealthy enough that 
they’re likely to pay any estate tax next 
year, according to an estimate based 
on I.R.S. data? Just �70. The number 
is so low in Montana, Vermont, West 
Virginia and four other states — likely 
fewer than �0 families in each — that 
the I.R.S. doesn’t provide details, to 
avoid privacy concerns.

There is no way to make up for tax 
cuts this large by eliminating deduc-
tions, as Mnuchin claimed. The 
administration isn’t trying very hard, 
anyway. The deductions for chari-
table donations and mortgage inter-
est, including on second homes, will 
remain.

Then there are the two men’s defi-
cit claims. “This tax plan will cut 
down the deficits by a trillion dol-
lars,” Mnuchin said. Cohn claimed 
that “we can pay for the entire tax cut 
through growth.” These may seem 
marginally more defensible, because 
they’re predictions. But they’re silly 
predictions, not so different from my 
vowing to lose weight by eating more 
ice cream.

The Harvard economist Greg 
Mankiw coined the phrase “char-
latans and cranks” specifically to 
describe people who claim that tax 
cuts pay for themselves. And Mankiw 
is a conservative who’s worked for 
George W. Bush and Mitt Romney.

It is not too late for Cohn and 
Mnuchin to take a different approach. 
Doing so still won’t win over many 
people to their tax plan (including 
me). But they can make a free-mar-
ket case for lower taxes that is based 
on something other than lies.

Neither one of them has yet turned 
60 years old. These won’t be their 
last jobs. In the daily scrum, I’m 

➢ Next page
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The State of America’s Middle Class 
in Eight Charts •
by JASON M. BRESLOW
Frontline - PBS 

To better read the charts, go to:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/the-state-of-

americas-middle-class-in-eight-charts/

In �992, both Tony and Claude had recently lost their 
manufacturing jobs. For the next 20 years, our cameras 
followed them and their families as they struggled to 
avoid poverty. When they could find work, it was often 
for longer hours, less pay and no benefits. Bills piled 
up, tensions rose and relationships became strained.

Of course, their story is far from unique. Over the 
last several decades, the middle class has struggled to 
keep pace with smaller paychecks, mounting debt and 
shrinking opportunities for steady work. The follow-
ing eight charts offer a brief snapshot:

#1: Wages are down

Middle class incomes have shrunk 8.5 percent since 
2000, after enjoying mostly steady growth during the 
previous decade. In 20��, the average income for the 
middle 60 percent of households stood at $5�,0�2, 

down from $58,009 at the start of the millennium.

#2: Less income for the middle class

Partly as a result of lower pay, the middle class’s share of 
the nation’s total income has been falling. In �980, the middle 
60 percent of households accounted for 5�.7 of the country’s 
income. By 20��, they were less than half. Meanwhile, the top 
fifth of households saw their slice of the national income grow 
�6 percent, to 5�.� percent from ��.� percent.

#3: Union positions are shrinking

One factor behind the decline in income has been a drop-
off in the number of workers earning union salaries. In 20�2, 
the median salary for a unionized worker stood at roughly 
$�9,000. The median pay for their non-union counterparts 
was just shy of $�9,000. Since �98�, however, the share of the 
population belonging to a labor union has gone from one-in-
five workers to just over one-in-ten.

➢from previous page

sure that pleasing their boss must seem like the most 
important possible thing. But their reputation and their 
personal code of ethics deserve some consideration too. 
The Jim Mattis route is a lot better than the punch line 
route.•

➢ Next page
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#7: Families are saving less

The rise in debt has meant fewer families have the 
ability to put away money for things like retirement or 
a child’s tuition bills. In 200�, more than two-thirds of 
middle class families said they were able to save money 
in the preceding year. By 20�0, that figure was below 55 
percent.

#8: Net worth has plunged

The impact on family net worth — the amount by 
which assets exceed liabilities — has been painful. In 
2007, median net worth peaked at $�20, 600. Then came 
the financial crisis, which pushed millions of Americans 
into joblessness and home foreclosure. By 20�0, net worth 
had plummeted �6 percent, to $77,�00.

#4: More workers stuck in part-time jobs

A second factor weighing down pay is the rise in the number 
of Americans stuck in part-time jobs. In 20�2, more than 2.5 
million Americans worked part-time jobs because they could 
not find a full-time position, the most since �99�.

#5: Fewer jobs from U.S.-based multinationals

Part of the challenge for job seekers is that U.S. multinational 
corporations having been hiring less at home. These large, 
brand-name firms employ roughly a fifth of American work-
ers, but from �999 to 2008 they shed 2.� million jobs in the U.S. 
while adding more than 2.2 million positions abroad.

#6: Rising debt

Predictably, the economic pressures facing the middle class 
have left families deeper in debt. . In �992, the median level of 
debt for the middle third of families stood at $�2,200. By 20�0, 
that figure had swelled to $8�,000, an increase of �6� percent.

➢from previous page
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Monday, Oct. 16

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Dems Club Meeting

Greater Tarpon Springs Democratic Club 
meeting

Monday, Oct. 23 – Friday, Oct. 27

Legislative Committee Meetings
Tallahassee

Friday, Oct. 27 – Sunday, Oct. 29

Florida Democratic Party 
Convention in Orlando

Tuesday, Nov. 7
Election Day

St. Petersburg Mayor and City Council
Penny-for-Pinellas countywide

Monday, Nov. 6 – Thursday, Nov. 9

Legislative Committee Meetings
Tallahassee

MONdAy, NOv. 13 – FRidAy, NOv. 17

Legislative Committee Meetings
Tallahassee

MONdAy, NOv. 20

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Dems Club Meeting

•
•

MONdAy, dec. 4 – FRidAy, dec. 8

Legislative Committee Meetings
Tallahassee

SATURdAy, dec. 2

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Dems Club Holiday 
Potluck

TUeSdAy, JAN. 9, 2018

Florida Legislative Session convenes
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 Club News

Upcoming speakers! 2017   

October

November

december

Updoming   
 Renee Flowers, member of Pinellas County School Board

Rev. Andy Oliver - Pastor of Allendale Methodist Church
An advocate with those who have been marginalized. United Methodist Elder from 

the Florida Conference. Pastor of Allendale United Methodist Church, St. Petersburg, 
Florida.

Dr Susan MacManus
Distinguished University Professo Dept. of Government & International Affairs, USF,  

is also a well-known Political Analyst on Florida radio and television.  She has served 
on many State, National and International Advisory Boards on Election Reform and 
Economics. Dr. MacManus has spoken to us before on the results of National Elections,  
and we are honored to have her return to give us an update on our elections and what 
we can expect in 20�8.

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club Annual Holiday Potluck

 Save the Date

At the Randolph Farms club House, 13300 indian 
Rocks Road, Largo.  Largo/Mid-Pinellas democratic 
Club Annual Holiday Potluck.  Please plan to attend, 
and bring your favorite dish or beverage to share. 
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For those of you who are attending the FDP 2017 Conference in Orlando  

conference Transportation info

Parking for our group will be at ESPN Wide World of Sports. We have arranged for complimen-
tary bus transportation for taking guests to and from ESPN Wide World of Sports Touchdown Lot 
and Disney’s Coronado Springs Resort.

 Transportation Schedule:

Friday, October 27- 9:30AM to 11:00pm Round Trip Charter, ESPN WWOS to Coronado Springs 
Resort

Saturday, October 28 - 7:00AM to 1:00AM Round Trip Charter, ESPN WWOS to Coronado 
Springs Resort

Sunday, October 29 - 7:00AM to 1:00PM Round Trip Charter, ESPN WWOS to Coronado 
 disability Parking 
Only verified disabled drivers and Coronado hotel guests will be allowed to park on site the day 

of Conference. If you need disability arrangements, please contact our Disability Caucus chair Bill 
Rettinger at medicaidadvocates1@gmail.com.•

Some highlights from the schedule:

Friday, October 27
Time                      Event                                 Room
1:00pm–1:45pm       Legislative Committee           Yucatan
3:00pm–4:45pm       Get Out the Vote & WIN!        Veracruz B        
7:00pm–9:00pm       Welcome Reception               Monterrey

Saturday, October 28 th
7:30am–7:00pm        Credential & Ticket Pick Up        Coronado F & G
9:00am–9:45am Early Morning Fake News Dump         Coronado Ballroom
                       hosted by the Progressive Caucus
10:00am–11:30am      Deep Canvassing Training         Coronado Ballroom
1:45pm–3:15pm         Neighbor-to-Neighbor Training    Coronado Ballroom
3:30pm–5:30pm   2017 State Conference General Session Coronado        

                                                                                Ballroom
6:00pm–7:00pm       Raising the Stakes Reception          Fiesta Foyer
7:00pm–9:30pm       For A Better Florida - Gubernatorial Fiesta Ballroom
                           Candidate Forum & Dinner*
10:00pm–12:00am      Nasty Women and Bad Hombres     Veracruz B
                           Halloween Party*
* Ticketed

Sunday, October 29 th
Caucus meetings  8:00am-10:45am  Various
10:45am–11:15am State Central and Executive Committee    Monterrey
11:15am–12:30pm State Central and Executive Committee    Monterrey
                             Meeting
To purchase tickets to the breakfast, lunch or dinner events, go to : https://act.myngp.

com/Forms/5351002739055791616
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 Environmental News :

52 Environmental Rules on the 
Way Out Under Trump•

By NADJA POPOVICH and LIVIA AL-
BECK-RIPKA UPDATED Oct. 6, 2017

Since taking office in January, President 
Trump has made eliminating federal 
regulations a priority. His administra-
tion — with help from Republicans in 
Congress — has often targeted environ-
mental rules it sees as overly burden-
some to the fossil fuel industry, includ-
ing major Obama-era policies aimed at 
fighting climate change.

To date, the Trump administration 
has sought to reverse more than 50 
environmental rules, according to an 
analysis by The New York Times.

25 rules have been overturned

Flood building standards

Proposed ban on a potentially 
harmful pesticide

Freeze on new coal leases on 
public lands

Methane reporting requirement

Anti-dumping rule for coal 
companies

Decision on Keystone XL 
pipeline

Decision on Dakota Access 
pipeline

Third-party settlement funds

Offshore drilling ban in the 
Atlantic and Arctic

Ban on seismic air gun testing in 
the Atlantic

Northern Bering Sea climate 
resilience plan
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Royalty regulations for oil, 
gas and coal

Inclusion of greenhouse gas 
emissions in environmental 
reviews

Permit-issuing process for 
new infrastructure projects

Green Climate Fund 
contributions

Mining restrictions in Bristol 
Bay, Alaska

Grizzly bear listing as endan-
gered species

Hunting ban on wolves and 
grizzly bears in Alaska

Protection of whales and sea 
turtles

Reusable water bottles rule for 
national parks

National parks climate order

Environmental mitigation for 
federal projects

Calculation for “social cost” 
of carbon

Planning rule for public 
lands

Copper filter cake listing as 
hazardous waste

19 rollbacks are in progress

Clean Power Plan

Paris climate agreement

Wetland and tributary 
protections
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Car and truck fuel-efficiency 
standards

Status of �0 national monuments

Status of �2 marine areas

Limits on toxic discharge from 
power plants

Coal ash discharge regulations

Emissions standards for new, modi-
fied and reconstructed power plants

Emissions rules for power plant 
start-up and shutdown

Sage grouse habitat protections

Fracking regulations on public 
lands

Regulations on oil and gas drilling 
in some national parks

Oil rig safety regulations

Regulations for offshore oil and gas 
exploration by floating vessels

Exploratory drilling in the Arctic 
Wildlife Refuge

Hunting method regulations in 
Alaska

Requirement for tracking emissions 
on federal highways

Emissions standards for trailers and 
glider kits

Read the full article at 
https://www.nytimes.com/interac-

tive/2017/10/05/climate/trump-envi-
ronment-rules-reversed.html
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State &  County 
RepReSentativeS

For the most up-to-date information on your 
Federal, State, and County representatives  
including all contact information, Go to :
http://www.votepinellas.com/Portals/Pinellas/Documents/

files/2015_citizenguideupdate.pdf

HOW TO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE
Many of you expressed interest in making regular contributions to the LARgO/MID-

PIneLLAS PROgReSSIve POLItICAL COMMIttee.  The Political Committee allows us 

to donate more to candidates or issue advocacy than our club bylaws and 

state statute allow from our General Funds.  
 
For example, many banks have repeating automated bill paying.  That makes contributing auto-
matic and easy each month.  Contact us for the Account number for the electronic deposit.

Or you can send a check to: 

The Payee Name must be:  Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political Committee.  OR LMPPPC

the mailing address is  
Largo/Mid-Pinellas Progressive Political Committee.  or  

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
P.O. BOx 1242 

   LARgO, FL 33779

https://www.facebook.
com/Largodemocrats/
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The club provides a variety of ways to stay informed and involved in local, county, state and national politi-
cal discussions. But we‘re not just about talk. We will be part of the action in finding the best candidates and 
getting them elected, as well as supporting the most important causes. We will write letters, make phone 
calls, knock on doors, register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring change to our communities, our 
county and our state. But, just as important, we also want to make time to enjoy each other‘s c̀ompany and 
celebrate each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun! 

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club you can: 
Meet other active Democrats 
Meet and get to know your elected officials and potential 
candidates 
Raise funds and work for candidates 
 Participate in community service projects 
 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state and national 
importance 
Attend special events and monthly meetings. 
For membership information, email admin@largodemocrats.com 

Stating in membership year 20�7  our dues will be $�5.00 per year.  This is the first increase in dues since 
our founding in 2009.
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It’s clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club 
members are an interested, involved, informed - and 
opinionated - bunch.  And providing a forum for all that 
“good stuff” is an important function of our newsletter.  
The Board encourages articles and letters to the editor.  

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make every 
attempt to publish factual information, and who encourage 
the free exchange of information and opinions. It should 
include input from all of us.  However, the opinions and 
viewpoints expressed by contributors may not necessarily 
reflect those of the club. Please send submissions to news-
letter editor, Lois Fries, at   loisfries@gmail.com 
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What do we include in the Newsletter?

ChAnge, yeS we CAn

Why Join the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club?


