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From the President’s Desk  

By Rich Piper 

Our club enjoyed a great turnout for our January 20th meeting.  Dolores 
Glass, our featured main speaker, addressed us on the flood insurance 

issues that are facing many in our county, both providing historical 
perspective and answering numerous questions in a calm, rational way.  
Many members told me how much they appreciated her presentation. 

In addition, we heard from an array of candidates, including Florida 
Senate candidate Judithanne McLauchlan, County Commission candidate 

(and current Largo Mayor) Pat Gerard, Belleair Bluffs Commissioner and 
candidate for re-election on March 11 Joe Barkley, Clearwater 
Commission candidate Jon-Paul Rosa (also facing a March 11 election) 

and Largo Commission candidate Samantha Fenger (November 4 
election).   County Commissioner Janet Long introduced four field 

organizers for the Alex Sink for Congress campaign; and each of them 
spoke briefly about her territory and the goals and needs of the Sink 
campaign for Congress in District 13.  A national political reporter, Susan 

Davis, from USA Today, also attended our meeting and talked with 
several of us afterward about the Congressional election.   

At our meeting, the club membership voted unanimously to approve two 
motions presented by the executive board:  one, to donate $200 to Joe 
Barkley‘s re-election campaign; the other, to contribute $50 per month 

until further notice to the Pinellas County Democratic Executive 
Committee and to pay our annual $50 assessment to the DEC.   

Many of our members are actively involved in the March 11 elections, and 
several are also quite engaged in the campaigns for November, in 
addition to keeping focused on issue campaigns from immigration reform 

to energy to health care.   

Nearly twenty of our members traveled down to the Alden Suites Resort 

on St. Pete Beach for a highly successful fundraiser for the Pinellas 
County Democratic Executive Committee on January 25.  This fundraiser 
featured speeches by Congressional candidate Alex Sink and almost all of 

the 2014 Democratic candidates in Pinellas County.  Also capturing the 
interest and involvement of many in our club is the Ready for Hillary 

campaign, which attracted quite a few of our members to a $25 per 
person kick-off at the St. Petersburg Marriott Hotel  on January 27.  

Robert and Leslie Freedman, who organized the Ready for Hillary event, 
have expressed interest in coming to a future meeting of our club.   

Our next club meeting will be at the Acropol Restaurant on 

Monday, February 17, at 7:15 p.m.  The main speaker will be Julia 
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Hathaway, the leader of the Beyond Coal Campaign of the Sierra Club.  

She‘ll be making a power point presentation and answering questions 
about this important effort to enhance our environment.  Please mark 
your calendars and plan to attend.   

 

Jon-PaulRosa, Judithanne McLauchlan, Pat Gerard, Joe Barkley, Dolores Glass, our speakers in January. 
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Calendar of Events 

Date Time Event Location 

MONDAY, FEB 17 7:00 PM – 
TBD 

Largo/Mid-Pinellas 

Democratic Club 
ACROPOL RESTAURANT,  
1170 Starkey Road, Largo 

TUESDAY, FEB. 

18 
6:00 PM – 
7:15 pm 

Pinellas County Democratic 
Party Hispanic Caucus 

 

Event Location: DEC HQ - 2250 First Avenue 
North., St. Petersburg, FL 33713 (727) 327-2796 
  
Pinellas County Democratic Party Hispanic Caucus 
Every third Tuesday of the month.  6:00-7:15 

PM, Pinellas County DEC HQ, 2250 1st Ave North St 
Petersburg, FL 33713.  Call Ed Quinones (727) 
481-4692 for more information.   
  
Edward Quinones 
727 481 4692 

TUESDAY, FEB. 

18 
7:00 PM – 
8:30 PM 

District 69 meeting Event Location:  NEPTUNE‘S GRILL,  GULFPORT. 

SATURDAY, FEB 

22 
10:30 AM 
– 1:30 PM 

Democratic Women’s Club of 
Upper Pinellas 

Event Location: The  Royal Palms of Largo, 200 
Lake Ave NE, Largo 

See article following calendar. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 

27 
7:00 PM – 

9:00 PM 
DEC - Pinellas Democratic 

Party Meeting 

Event Location: St. Pete Marriott Hotel, 12600 Roosevelt 

Blvd. N., St Pete 

MONDAY, MAR 3 7:00 PM – 
8:30 PM 

Gulfport Dems Club Meeting 

 

We meet on the first Monday of every month at 
7:00pm 
Meeting location changes each month 
Please e-mail    info.gulfportdems@gmail.com 

or "Like" us on Facebook to find out the details of 
our next meeting! 

WED, MAR 5 6:30 PM – 

8:00 PM 
St. Pete Dems Club Meeting 

 

Event Location: Hilton Restaurant, St. Pete 
Event Description: 
Event Location: Dining Rm of Hilton Hotel, St. Pete. 333 
1st St. S. 
Event Description: Join us as we work to get Democrats 
elected!  Candidates and elected officials featured each 
month.  Learn about what's going on in St. Pete politics, 
and have your voice heard! 

SATURDAY, MAR 

8 
11:00 AM 

- TBD 
South St. Pete Democratic Club 

Meeting 

Event Location: Sanderlin Center, 2250 22nd Ave S. 

Join us!    For more information contact: Club President 
Norma Roberts 727-894-1355 

WEDNESDAY, 

MAR 12 
7:00 PM – 

9:00 PM 

PCDEC Executive Board 
Meeting 

Event Location: DEC HQ - 2250 First Avenue 
North., St. Petersburg, FL 33713 (727) 327-2796 
 

THURSDAY, 6:00 PM - Greater Pinellas Democratic 
Event Location: Banquet Masters. 8100 Park Blvd, 

mailto:Editor@largodemocrats.com
mailto:admin@largodemocrats.com
mailto:info.gulfportdems@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/GulfportDems
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Date Time Event Location 

MARCH 13 

 

8:30 PM 

 

Club Meeting 

 

Pinellas Park 
 
Event Description:  Social time begins at 6 PM with a 
cash bar.  
There is always a great buffet dinner served for only 
$15.00.  
For reservations or for more information contact Betty at 
727-360-3971. 

DWC-UP hosts JFK at Luncheon Feb. 22 

THE DEMOCRATIC WOMEN'S CLUB of Upper PINELLAS (and environs) invites you to a lovely 
luncheon in a gorgeous place where you will meet and be entertained by an amazing man 

(Hudson Jones) who impersonates John F Kennedy so beautifully, authentically and well you will 
think the  President is in the room! 

This all takes place Saturday, February 22, 10:30 AM -1:30 PM at The 
Royal Palms of Largo, 200 Lake Ave NE, Largo. (727-585-8003) 

Everyone in Pinellas and environs (including men) is welcome to this 

(annual) membership and President's Month luncheon. The menu: 
cream of broccoli soup, chicken salad on bed of mixed greens, rolls, 

beverage and yummy cheesecake for dessert. 

All you have to do: Make a reservation with Kathy Murray by sending 

your check made out to DWCUP for $25 to Kathy Murray, 1011 Woodside Ave, Clearwater, 
Florida, 33756....and show up on the 22nd. (Who knows, if you haven't already done so, maybe 
you will decide to join the club.) 

ELECTION NEWS 

Joe Barkley Needs Your Support 

The desire to make a difference is one of the 

major reasons why folks like us become 
political activists and volunteers.  We want to 
make the world we live in a better place. 

The desire to make a difference is also why Joe 
Barkley entered politics and was elected to the 

Belleair Bluffs City Commission, a post he‘s 
held since 2008.  Joe‘s effectiveness as an 
elected official goes far beyond his community 

of Belleair Bluffs. 

Joe‘s service on the Suncoast League of Cities, 

the Florida League of Cities and, most 
importantly, the PSTA‘s Board of Directors, 
where he has been one of the leading 

advocates for light rail transit in the area, 
reflects the values that are cherished by 

Democratic voters like us. 

In contrast to Joe‘s pro-growth, pro-
government positions, his Belleair Bluffs Tea 

Party opponent is avowedly against the 
integrated transportation network that‘s being 

proposed for Pinellas, which gives this 
Municipal race county-wide significance. 

It has long been an article of faith in politics 
that Municipal Elections represent the lifeblood 
of any Party.  It is where the candidates learn 

how to assemble an organization, raise money, 
win an election and effectively govern… and 

where volunteers learn how to play a 
significant role in the process.  That‘s 
particularly true here in Pinellas, where so 

many local, state and national offices are held 
by Republicans. 

 

Joe and supporters at one of his Meet and Greets. 

As Democrats, we ought to be proud of the 

fact that we have Municipal office-holders with 
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the proven vote-getting ability and 
effectiveness of Joe Barkley.  We need to do 
whatever we can to help them get re-elected.  

That‘s what we‘re asking you to do. 

We also need volunteers to phone bank and 

canvass so that Belleair Bluffs voters are 
aware of Joe Barkley‘s exceptional record of 
service to the community, as well as the fact 

that he‘s on the ballot for the March 11 
Municipal Election. 

The Alex Sink-David Jolly CD-13 race will head 
the March 11 ballot.  We want to make sure 
that Belleair Bluffs voters … whether they be 

Democrats, Independents or Republicans … 
also cast their vote to re-elect Belleair Bluffs‘ 

most competent, most experienced and most 
community-oriented City Commissioner – Joe 

Barkley. 

More Barkley News 

Joe Barkley was part of a team of Suncoast 

League of Cities municipal officials who went to 
Tallahassee on Tuesday and Wednesday of last 

week to lobby for more local control of our 
cities.  He is on the right hand side of the 
photo. Local representatives were fighting for 

Home Rule and local management of their 
cities, and Joe‘s personal relationship with 

Reps Dwight Dudley and Darryl Rouson helped 
swing the vote on a critical vote involving 
rental properties! It was a worthwhile trip! 

The law they were promoting related to the 
regulation of public lodging establishments and 

public food service establishments. 

 

Pictured from left: Greg Mims, City Manager, Indian 

Rocks Beach; Commissioner Clifford Merz, Safety 

Harbor; Commissioner Elaine Poe, Madeira Beach; 

Councilman Mike Suarez, Tampa; Commissioner 

Joe Barkley, Belleair Bluffs. 

Another Worthy Candidate: Samantha 

Fenger 

Samantha Fenger is a 

candidate for Largo City 
Commission, Seat 2.  
She has spoken at our 

club representing Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of 

Pinellas Hernando & 
Citrus Counties, of 
which she is the 

Community Outreach 
Coordinator.  These are 

her particulars: 
 

Website: 
http://www.facebook.com/samanthafengerforlargo 

Email: s_fenger@yahoo.com  

Address: Samantha Fenger Campaign, 8767 
Abbey Lane, Largo, FL 33771 

Phone: 727-686-7688.  

We wish her luck in the race. 

http://www.facebook.com/samanthafengerforlargo
mailto:s_fenger@yahoo.com
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Judithann McLaughlin Campaign notes 

 

Kyle McIntyre (left) and Tyler Lewis (right), 

volunteers for Judithanne, get instructions from 

Rich on multiple uses of Votebuilder at the Pinellas 

Democratic Headquarters  

 

Local Elected Officials and Club Members (Jack 

Nazario, Belleair Bluffs; Wanda Schwerer, Belleair 

Beach; Joe Barkley, Belleair Bluffs; with Judithanne 

McLauchlan at Judithanne's Meet & Greet in Belleair 

Beach, Sunday Feb 9. 

LETTERS and OPINIONS

DEFINE YOURSELF … Or Your 
Opponent Will! 

By Hal Alterman 

Florida voters tend to prefer candidates who 
are well-known and well-liked.  Tampa Bay 

Times Tallahassee bureau chief Steve 
Bousquet made that shrewd political 

observation recently on ―Florida This Week‖.  
Candidates who voters can easily identify with 
also enjoy a substantial advantage, according 

to Bousquet.  That‘s bad news for Gov. Rick 
Scott, whose negative job approval makes him 

one the nation‘s least popular governors.  But 
it‘s good news for Democratic challenger 
Charlie Crist.  The most recent Quinnipiac 

Univ. Poll shows that Florida voters give Crist a 
53%-36% approval rating for his previous stint 

as governor.  That‘s impressive!  

In the words of Quinnipiac‘s Peter Brown, ―the 

best number in this poll for Crist – and the 
biggest problem for Scott – is that a majority 
of Florida voters say the current governor does 

not deserve a second term in Tallahassee.‖  
The poll also indicates after more than a year 

on the campaign trail, Democratic challenger 
Nan Rich still has not gained meaningful 
traction. 

Former Florida Chief Financial Officer Alex Sink 
began her race for the open Congressional 
District 13 seat by holding a significant 

advantage in name recognition over her two 
opponents, Republican David Jolly and 

Libertarian Lucas Overby.  And the warm, oh-
so-folksy television ad Sink used to kick off her 
2014 campaign was crafted to provide a ―well-

liked‖ image for her, too. 

But, as this Special Election Congressional 

campaign has unfolded, what‘s been most 
evident is the amount of negative mudslinging 
the Republican and Democratic sides have 

each done.  Florida Democrats have a history 
of not heeding linguistics seer George Lakoff‘s 

injunction that the left needs to speak – as the 
conservative right often does – from an 
authentic moral position.  Instead, their 

tendency is to speak in pragmatic terms.  But, 
as Lakoff says, pragmatism ―inspires nothing.‖  

In his view, emotion trumps reason.  So 
campaign messaging must be framed using 
―emotional‖ terminology in order to maximize 

its appeal to voters‘ values. 

That‘s the challenge the Sink campaign faces.  

Does framing her as someone able to … ―bring 
Republicans and Democrats together to get 

Congress focused on solving the problems that 
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matter‖ strike a positive chord emotionally 
with Pinellas Republicans and Independents as 
well as Democrats?  Or is it too overly 

pragmatic?  

In their very powerful endorsement of Sink‘s 

candidacy, the Tampa Bay Times clearly 
believes her message is right on target.  In 
their words: 

―Sink reflects the mainstream values of 
Pinellas voters and has a record of the 

bipartisanship Washington needs to start 
working again.‖ 

―Jolly does not reflect the mainstream values 

of this congressional district, and he lacks his 
former boss‘ (Bill Young‘s) pragmatism and 

appreciation for building consensus.‖  In 
contrast to Sink‘s thoughtful positions on key 

issues facing the district, Jolly‘s views are 
narrower, more negative, and far more 
partisan.  His campaign seems intent on 

distorting Sink‘s impressive record as a fiscally 
conservative business leader and elected 

official in the unending barrage on of on-air 
ads, political mailings, e-mails and robo-calls 
they‘re sending out that brand her as a ―tax 

and spend liberal‖. 

Will these attacks be successful?  There‘s an 

old political adage that says if a candidate 
doesn‘t define himself first, his opponent will!   

That adage perfectly describes the overall 

advertising strategy of the Sink campaign.  
David Jolly was a relative unknown to the 

majority of Pinellas CD-13 voters when this 
race began.  So Sink supporters seized the 
opportunity to firmly brand him as a 

―Washington lobbyist‖ in a series of hard-
hitting ads. 

Was Jolly able to escape this frame when he 
appeared on a recent televised BayNews9 
candidate debate?  To quote the Tampa Bay 

Times:  ―Jolly faithfully recites his party‘s most 
conservative views.‖  Columnist John Romano 

echoed the same theme: ―Jolly solidified his 
standing with the tea party … (he) seemed to 
be making a Fox News audition tape.‖ 

March 11 is Election Day in this CD-13 race.  
We‘ll learn then who succeeded in defining 

themselves the best to Pinellas voters.  Until 
then, all we can do is speculate. 

Sink Campaign on the March 

For those who did not have the opportunity to 

read the strong Tampa Bay Times 
endorsement of Alex Sink for U.S 
Representative, Dist.13 it is here reprinted in 

all its glory: 

TIMES RECOMMENDS: ALEX SINK FOR U.S. 

HOUSE 

Tampa Bay Times; Sunday, February 9, 2014 

“The race to succeed the late Rep. C.W. Bill Young is 

not one of subtleties. Republican David Jolly, a 

former Young aide and Washington lobbyist, 

faithfully recites his party's most conservative views 

and is clearly more about what he opposes than what 

he supports. Democrat Alex Sink, the state's former 

chief financial officer, supports health care and 

financial reforms embraced by the Obama 

administration and has suggestions for improving 

them. The candidates agree on delaying soaring flood 

insurance premium increases while reforming the 

system. But on almost everything else, Sink reflects 

the mainstream values of Pinellas voters and has a 

record of the bipartisanship that Washington needs to 

start working again. 

These are not the candidates who were expected to 

seek to succeed Young, who served more than four 

decades in the House and died in October. More 

prominent Republicans with experience in public 

office passed up the race, and Sink moved from 

Hillsborough to run. Libertarian Party candidate 

Lucas Overby, who was planning to run before Young 

died, also is on the March 11 special election ballot. 

Jolly, 41, casts himself as Young's logical heir. But no 

one can bring home the hundreds of millions in 

federal dollars that Young did, and Jolly is a more 

hard-edged conservative than his former boss. Young 

supported a combination of spending cuts and public 

investments to reduce the federal deficit; Jolly only 

wants to cut. Young was hesitant to militarily 

intervene in the crisis in Syria; Jolly has no qualms 

about intervening. Young had a regional view of 

Tampa Bay; Jolly offers a pinched Pinellas view as he 

mischaracterizes Sink as an outsider. 

Sink, 65, better reflects Young's views on those key 

issues. She wants to reduce the federal deficit with 

targeted spending cuts while making smart 

investments in the future, including in transportation 

and education. She wants Congress to rewrite the tax 
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code to prevent so many major U.S. corporations from 

avoiding paying any federal taxes. Sink does not 

support military intervention in Syria, and she would 

continue to work on behalf of regional institutions 

such as the University of South Florida and MacDill 

Air Force Base in Tampa, just as Young did. 

The contrasts are just as stark on other issues. Sink 

supports the Affordable Care Act but says it needs 

work, including revisiting a medical device tax that 

affects some Pinellas businesses. Jolly wants to repeal 

the health care law but has no workable plan to 

provide coverage for millions of uninsured 

Americans. Sink's views on gay marriage have 

evolved and she now supports it. Jolly opposes gay 

marriage. Sink supports abortion rights, and Jolly 

would ban all abortion. Sink wants to ensure Social 

Security remains viable for future generations and 

would consider reforms such as changes to the income 

cap on contributions. Jolly opposes any changes for 

any participant who has been working at least 10 

years — a horizon that would make it harder to keep 

Social Security financially viable and transfer too 

much of the burden to younger workers. 

The fight over which candidate has the Pinellas roots 

has been a distraction. Sink has been more visible, 

spending the end of her banking career in Tampa Bay 

managing operations, including in Pinellas. She and 

her late husband, attorney Bill McBride, have long 

been involved in civic life across the region. Sink won 

Pinellas in her successful race for CFO in 2006 and in 

her unsuccessful race for governor in 2010. 

As CFO, Sink was the lone statewide elected 

Democrat in Republican-controlled Tallahassee. She 

repeatedly demonstrated her fiscal conservatism, from 

pushing for more transparency in the state pension 

fund to lessening the state's exposure to financial 

damage after a hurricane. Jolly has spent years in 

Washington and talks knowledgeably about federal 

issues. But Sink has demonstrated a strong grasp of 

public policy details and would have no trouble 

applying those skills in Washington. 

Sink has never been terribly comfortable on the 

campaign trail, and Jolly is more polished in his 

campaign sound bites. But there is no comparison 

when it comes to substance. Sink has proven herself to 

be committed to public service, bipartisanship, fiscal 

conservatism and centrist government — values 

Pinellas voters have long embraced. Jolly does not 

reflect the mainstream views of this congressional 

district, and he lacks his former boss' pragmatism and 

appreciation for building consensus. 

In the March 11 special election for U.S. House 

District 13, the Tampa Bay Times recommends Alex 

Sink.” 

Some campaign happenings on the Sink trail! 

 

Alex and Wanda 

Schwerer at the opening 

of the Seminole Blvd 

office 

 

Making calls for Alex!   

Charlotte Maas…. 

 

...and Cathy Ewing 

 

Chinese-Americans 

(including Alex Sink) join 

a celebration of the Year 

of the Horse in Largo   

Article in Creative Loafing. 

http://cltampa.com/dailyloaf/archives/2014/02/03/chinese-americans-including-alex-sink-join-a-celebration-of-the-year-of-the-horse-in-largo#.Uv0DA_ldV8E
http://cltampa.com/dailyloaf/archives/2014/02/03/chinese-americans-including-alex-sink-join-a-celebration-of-the-year-of-the-horse-in-largo#.Uv0DA_ldV8E
http://cltampa.com/dailyloaf/archives/2014/02/03/chinese-americans-including-alex-sink-join-a-celebration-of-the-year-of-the-horse-in-largo#.Uv0DA_ldV8E
http://cltampa.com/dailyloaf/archives/2014/02/03/chinese-americans-including-alex-sink-join-a-celebration-of-the-year-of-the-horse-in-largo#.Uv0DA_ldV8E
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ISSUES

The Citizens United Decision 
 

The Supreme Court, in one of its worst 
decision ever, allows corporations to donate 

freely to virtually any campaign with no 
exposure of who donates to whom.  As good 

citizens should, our member, Kathleen Jamison 
wrote to Sen. Bill Nelson voicing disapproval of 
the decision, and requesting efforts to pass 

laws to end this travesty.  This was his 
response to Kathleen: 

 

“Dear Ms. Jamison: 

Thank you for contacting me regarding the Supreme Court 

decision on campaign finance reform in Citizens United v. 

FEC.  Many people believe that by striking down the limits 

on corporate spending in elections, the nation’s High Court 

opened up our political system to dominance by moneyed 

special interests. 

I entered public service in the 1970s, and I don’t think I’ve 

seen another court decision with the potential for such far-

reaching effects on our elections.  So-called third-party 

groups, financed by corporations that tend to run negative 

and misleading TV ads, are positioned to overpower the 

voices of average voters.  

There is legislation pending in the House and Senate to 

counter the effects of the Citizens United decision.  Senator 

Sanders has introduced S. 525, which would grant 

Congress and the States the authority to limit corporate 

spending in political campaigns, thereby reducing the 

influence of money in elections, and restore tougher 

campaign finance laws.  This measure is pending before 

the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Campaign finance reform has been one of my top priorities 

in the Senate.  Last Congress, I was an original cosponsor 

of Democracy Is Strengthened by Casting Light on 

Spending in Elections (DISCLOSE) Act. The DISCLOSE 

Act has not been reintroduced in this Congress, but I will 

keep your views in mind whenever considering issues 

related to campaign finance reform.” 

 

Thanks, Kathleen for sharing. 

Genetically Modified Organisms 

(GMOs) 

A huge debate in the scientific community 

exists between those who insist that GMOs are 
safe, and those who insist that they are some 

of the most dangerous creations for which man 

is responsible.  On Sunday, January 12, The 
Tampa Bay Times printed a 2 year old article 

from the NY Times entitled ―Seeds of Fear.‖  It 
described the fear and misinformation in the 

news about GMOs and asked for more 
scientific rigor prior to condemning all GMOs.  
In the future, we (the Largo/MP Dem. Club) 

will attempt to get a well-informed speaker 
who can explain to us exactly what the term 

―GMO‖ means, and the arguments pro and con 
their use.  The article referenced above is no 
longer available on either the NY Times or the 

TB Times web sites.  Following is another 
article which expresses similar thoughts.  It is 

reprinted from an article: 

Misinformation Abounds Regarding GMOs 
August 12, 2013 by Ron Smith in The Farm 

Press: 

‗A lot of misinformation exists among the 

general public regarding genetically 
engineered crops. 

Part of that, I‘m certain, stems from 

organizations that are so opposed to modern 
agriculture that they create fear where none 

should exist and nurture that fear with 
unsubstantiated and often outlandish claims 
about the dire consequences associated with 

genetic engineering—or other farm-related 
activity, program or product they think is 

contrary to their positions. 

Part of the fault, too, lies in the industry‘s 

failure to provide enough information to 
consumers about the benefits and advantages 
of transgenic research and crop development. 

The industry, and I include the agricultural 
press in this category, has done an adequate 

job of informing farmers of the efficiencies 
they can gain and the benefits they can create 
by adopting transgenic technology. We‘ve all 

missed the boat, however, in educating the 
public about the advantages of genetically 

modified crops. 

Consequently, many do not understand how 
GMO products are developed or used and they 

don‘t appreciate the many benefits they 
provide, not just to farmers and the agriculture 



Vol. 6, No.2 Page 9 |  February 2014 

industry but also to society at large. People 
tend to fear what they don‘t understand. 

I recently received an email that points out 

how little the general public understands about 
transgenic technology. 

The initial email read: ―Mr. Smith-are you for real 

promoting Monsanto & their GMO seed with Roundup in 

it? Seriously-do you want your kids/grandkids to have 

deformities because herbicides are in the seeds that grow 

veggies, corn, wheat-then spread around as feed for cattle 

& other animals. All the companies involved in this need to 

stop promoting this GMO crap & stop getting $ from 

Monsanto to promote GMO seeds. Disgusting.” 

Where to begin? 

I often just let these nonsensical assaults 

alone, confine them to the trash bin and forget 
about them. But I did respond to this one. I 

replied: 

―Where do you get your information that GMO 
seeds cause any kind of deformities? Did you 
read it on the Internet? Did you see it in a 

scientific journal? It's garbage.‖ 

Perhaps I could have been a bit more 

circumspect, but something about the claims 
irked me. The correspondent soon replied: 

“Give it 10 yrs. Just like DDT & other pesticides. How 

about Agent Orange used to defoliate in Viet Nam? I'm 

pretty sure Round Up (sic) weed killer says on the 

instructions not to swallow. If you're not suppose (sic) to 

swallow it why would you want to eat anything grown 

from a seed that is genetically modified with weed killer. 

Really think about it. Eat it if you choose but there are a lot 

of us who won't and who will boycott all companies who 

use any product made by Monsanto. And Monsanto pays 

big bucks to the powers that be so as not to have this info 

listed in the ingredients.”’ 

Ed. Note: This is one of the most important issues of our time.  Your 
opinions about it are invited.  This article defends GMOs.  I fully expect 
to be bombarded by to other side! 

 

Environmental News 

 

 

The Democratic Environmental Caucus of 
Florida (DECF) West Central chapter has 

endorsed the following candidates for office in 
the March 11 election: 

Alex Sink, Congress, District 13, 

Special Election 

James Anderson, St. Pete Beach City 

Commissioner, District 3 

Joe Barkley, Belleair Bluffs City 
Commissioner, At Large 

Chris Hrabovsky, Tarpon Springs City 
Commission, Seat 2 

Konrad McCree, Clearwater City 
Council, Seat 4 

Jon-Paul Rosa, Clearwater City 
Council, Seat 5. 
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President@largodemocrat

s.com 

Vice President and 

newsletter editor 

Lois Fries 

 

Secretary  

Mary Lou Ambrose 

Admin@largodemocrats.c

om  

Treasurer  

Bill Walker 

 

Director/webmaster  

Wanda Schwerer 

Admin@largodemocrats.c

om 

 Director/photographer  

Heidi Sanchez 

Co-Outreach Coordinator 

Charlotte Maas 

Co-Outreach 

Coordinator 

Ginny Nelson 

Director 

Lodewijk van den Berg 

Director 

Ron Glass 

Director  

Deb Anderson 

 

All of the officers were elected February, 2011, to 

serve until their term ends in February 2013.  

Additional contact information is available on 

www.largodemocrats.com – click on Opinions and 

Letters  

What Do We Include in the 

Newsletter? 

It's clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic 

Club members are an interested, involved, 

informed - and opinionated - bunch.  And providing 

a forum for all that "good stuff" is an important 

function of our newsletter.  The Board encourages 

articles and letters to the editor.   

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make 

every attempt to publish factual information, and 

who encourage the free exchange of information 

and opinions. It should include input from all of us.  

However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by 

contributors may not necessarily reflect those of 

the club. 

Please send submissions to newsletter 
editor, Lois Fries, at  Loisfries@gmail.com   

If you don’t wish to receive this newsletter, let 

Editor Lois Fries know. She will also be happy to 

add more folks to our newsletter email list. (Please 

forward to anyone you know who may be 

interested in what we do and how to join.)  Her 

address is newsletter@largodemocrats.com.  

Why Join the Largo-Mid-Pinellas 

Democratic Club 

The club provides a variety of ways to stay 

informed and involved in local, county, state and 

national political discussions. But we‘re not just 

about talk. We will be part of the action in finding 

the best candidates and getting them elected, as 

well as supporting the most important causes. We 

will write letters, make phone calls, knock on doors, 

register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring 

change to our communities, our county and our 

state. But, just as important, we also want to make 

time to enjoy each other‘s company and celebrate 

each other‘s efforts at social events throughout the 

year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun!  

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic 

Club you can:  

 Meet other active Democrats 

 Meet and get to know your elected officials and 

potential candidates 

 Raise funds and work for candidates 

 Participate in community service projects 

 Hear speakers and discuss issues of local, state 

and national importance 

 Attend special events and monthly meetings. 

 For membership information, email 

administrator@largodemocrats.com 

For membership information, email 
Admin@largodemocrats.com    

ANNUAL DUES ARE JUST $10 

FLORIDA’S CONGRESSIONAL 

DELEGATION  

 Sen. Bill Nelson - 813 225-7040 or ( 202) 224-

5274  Email: 
http://billnelson.senate.gov/contact/index.cfm   

 Sen. Marco Rubio - 813 977-6450 or (202) 
224-3041 email: http://rubio.senate.gov/contact_form.cfm  

 Rep. Bill Young - 727 893-3191 or (202)225-

5961 

CHANGE, YES WE CAN! 
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