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From the President’s Desk
By Rich Piper

Though the 2012 elections are still a year and a half in the future, it is not
too early for us to be preparing for them now. President Obama has
officially launched his re-election campaign and I know many of you have
already received, as I have, entreaties for support and the new “2012"
bumper stickers. If you don’t have one yet and want one for your car,
just let me know. The Pinellas County Democratic Party Campaign
Planning Committee has also been hard at work in laying the groundwork
for 2012.

The budget battles that have been raging in Washington since the
November 2010 election have been heating up further, creating the basic
framework within which much of the 2012 election campaign will be
fought. President Obama has now, in my view, unveiled a fairly balanced
long-term approach to the budget - one that promises major reductions
in our government’s annual deficits by cutting unwise and unjustified tax
expenditures for the wealthiest Americans and making substantial
reductions in other spending, while preserving Medicare, Medicaid and
Social Security. Unlike his Republican opponents, President Obama has
outlined an approach that responsibly addresses the long-term deficit
problems while it maintains the social safety net for those who most need
it. I personally prefer the budget proposal of the Congressional
Progressive Caucus, which among other things trims health care
expenditures through a public option. Nonetheless, the President’s
proposal is better than I expected and far better than that advanced by
the House Republicans.

All of the House Republicans, including both Bill Young and Gus Bilirakis,
have voted to support the utterly irresponsible and unacceptable budget
proposal put forward by Wisconsin Representative Paul Ryan.
Unbelievably, this budget calls for more tax cuts for the wealthy and
savage reductions in health care support for seniors and the poor and
vulnerable. By repealing the Affordable Care Act of President Obama, it
would also undo the savings to be gained from the provisions of that
legislation. This budget does not really address the deficits significantly,
since it would cut government spending by $4.3 trillion but add $4.2
trillion in tax expenditures for the wealthy. It mostly rewards the rich at
the expense of the neediest and most vulnerable among our citizens.
Greed over need! The Republicans claim to be the party of morality, but
this Ryan/Republican budget proposal mocks every moral precept I was
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ever taught!

Although there are many important issues for 2012, and others will likely
emerge before that campaign is in full swing, I believe that the budget
proposals of President Obama and the House Republican leadership have
drawn the battle lines clearly. I think that we should welcome this
challenge and try to develop effective messages at the Pinellas County
level to support the President and bring victory to our local candidates in
2012. Hal Alterman and I have suggested a values-oriented message to
the Pinellas Democratic Campaign Planning Committee emphasizing
“Security, Opportunity and Freedom to Choose.” We are considering
bullet points that relate to each of these values. We and the Campaign
Committee welcome your suggestions, both for bullet points and for other
values and phrasing of values.

To that end, I hope that we’ll hold discussions among ourselves, keep in
close touch with Organizing for America and the Pinellas County
Democratic Executive Committee, and set up focus groups to reach out to
voters beyond our club membership and get their ideas on key issues and
effective messages. (OFA coordinator Torrey Craig plans to stop by our
May 16 meeting to introduce himself.)

At May 16 meeting, we’ll be discussing all of these steps, as well as the
latest political developments. We'll also be hearing from Dr. Mona
Mangat of Doctors for America, an organization of physicians who have
been seeking to build popular support for the Affordable Care Act and its
reforms. Some of our club members have heard her speak at other
gatherings and have been impressed by her knowledge and commitment.

In addition, Jonathan Skinner of the Pinellas County Extension Service will
give us tips on energy conservation, including a power point presentation
and some free energy-saving light bulbs!

OFA coordinator Torrey Craig plans to stop by to introduce himself and
give a brief update on campaign strategies.

Please mark your calendars for May 16, at 7 p.m., at the Thirsty
Marlin Grill, 351 West Bay Drive, Largo 33770.
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FLORIDA’S
CONGRESSIONAL
DELEGATION

e Sen. Bill Nelson -
813 225-7040 or
( 202) 224-5274
Email:
http://billnelson.sena
te.gov/contact/index.

cfm

e Sen. Marco Rubio -
813 977-6450 or
(202) 224-3041 email:
http://rubio.senate.go
v/contact_form.cfm

e Rep. Bill Young -
727 893-3191 or
(202)225-5961

Calendar of Events

Date Time Event Location

MONDAY, MAY 16|7:00 PM - |Largo/Mid-Pinellas Thirsty Marlin Grill, 351 W. Bay Drive, Largo 33770
TBD Democratic Club

TUESDAY, MAY  3:30 pm - |Jobs Rally Event Location: Ulmerton Road & 66th Street .Open trade

17 7:00 pm with Cuba Now! Help Rebuild the Panama Canal. Call for

Info 727-365-9706
WEDNESDAY, 6:30 PM - |Gulfport Democratic |Event Location: 5808 28th Avenue South--Located in Plaza
MAY 18 9:00 PM Club past Wood Ibis Park

Special Speaker will be Dr. Robert Wigton, Professor of
Political Science at Eckerd College. His topic will be
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Date Time Event Location
Political Parties and Interest Groups, Political Messages and
Debates and Possible Emergence of a Third Political Party.
His current research deals with election law and the
regulation of political parties.
THURSDAY, MAY [5:00 PM - |[Stonewall Democrats |Pinellas County Democratic Party Office - 2250 - 1st
19 9:00 PM Avenue N., St. Petersburg
Join the Stonewall Democrats for their regular monthly
meeting at DEC Headquarters, 2250 1st Ave. N. in St. Pete.
Social at 6:30, meeting starts at 7. Questions? Contact Rick
Boylan at RQBoylan@gmail.com.
Sunday, May 22 |11:00 AM - |Greater Pinellas Dem |Location: Ft. DeSoto Park
3:00 PM  |Club Picnic : : -
Greater Pinellas Democratic Club Picnic & Beach Party....
Fort Desoto park.... North Beach Pavilion
Sunday May 22, 2011. 11 am - 3 pm $5... Kids under 8 free
Hope to see you there. Information: b. Morganstein 360-
3971
Still a bargain at $5.00 per ticket!
THURSDAY, MAY [TBD Hispanic Caucus Pinellas County Democratic Party Office - 2250 - 1st
24 Meeting Avenue N., St. Petersburg
THURSDAY, MAY |7:00 PM - |PCDEC St. Pete Marriott Hotel, 12600 Roosevelt Blvd. N.,
24 9:00 PM St. Pete
SUNDAY, MAY 29 [12:30 PM - |St. Pete Dems Club  |Event Location: War Vets Memorial Park At Bay Pines
3:00 PM Picnic Shelter #4
9600 Bay Pines Blvd
St. Petersburg, FL 33708
Event Description:
Enjoy great picnic food, music, and meet candidates and
elected officials.
$10 per person, all you can eat. Veterans eat for free and
are encouraged to join the Veterans Caucus chapter that
we'll be forming during the event.
If you care to bring a dish to share, great, but not
mandatory.
Please contact Mike Fox to RSVP so we know how much
food to buy! 727-320-4502
TUESDAY, MAY |6:30 PM - |Inside Job the Movie |LoOcation: Gulfport Senior Center--5501 27th Avenue South
31 9:00 PM that cost over o o
$20,000,000,000,00 Event Description: This is a must-see documentary to see
to make how the financial melt-down of 2008 occurred
WEDNESDAY, 6:30 P.M. - |St. Petersburg Location: Picadilly Cafeteria
JUNE 1 TBD Democratic Club 1900 34th St. N (Plaza at sw corner of 34th St. N & 22nd
Ave. N.) St Petersburg, Fl
For more information, please contact Mike Fox at 727-
320-4502 or tampabaydemocracy@yahoo.com
SATURDAY, JUNE [10:00 AM - |The Festival for Location: Orlando Fair Grounds
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4, 6:00 PM Florida's Future

Description:

Get on the bus and travel to another "Awake the State"
event in Orlando. Additional info to follow.

SATURDAY, JUNE [6:30 PM -
4, TBD

78th Annual Freedom
Fund Banquet-NAACP

St. Petersburg Coliseum Ballroom--535 4th Ave. N.

The St. Petersburg NAACP presents its annual banquet.

The DEC has purchased a table which allows ten folks to
participate. The cost of the ticket is $60.00. Please show
your support for a group that shares our similar values of
fairness and justice. The event is catered by "The Wine
Cellar" with entertainment by Jeffrey Osborne. There will
be a special tribute to Honor the Fallen St. Petersburg Police
Officers. Keynote Speaker is Judge Robert Davis, US Court
of Appeals for Veteran Affairs. Honorary Banquet
Chairman is Bill Edwards.

Please contact either Ron Baldwin 727-786-5583 or Karen
Hodgen 727-345-1156

More Information available at: http://www.pinellasdemocrats.com/events.asp?nDate=6%2F7%?2F2011

Pinellas Democratic Party NEWS

Progress by the Numbers in Florida

487,400: Number of small businesses in
Florida eligible for health care tax credits under
the Affordable Care Act.

7,100,000: Number of middle-class families
in Florida that received a tax cut through the
Recovery Act.

7,800,000: Number of Florida residents with
a pre-existing condition who could be denied
coverage by insurance companies without the
protections in the Affordable Care Act.

9,200: Number of education jobs saved in
Florida because Democrats passed the deficit-
neutral state-aid bill.

123: Number of Department of Energy
Recovery Act projects in Florida that will help
secure our energy future.

POPULAR FLORIDA CONGRESSWOMAN
IS NEW DNC CHAIR

Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, a Florida
congresswoman since 2005 and a former state
representative before that, took over as chair
of the Democratic National Committee in April,
vowing that Democrats will “not be outworked”
in the 2012 election.

Nominated by President Obama to replace Tim
Kaine, who has stepped down to run for the
U.S. Senate in Virginia, Wasserman Schultz
brings to the DNC a formidable package: she
comes from Florida, a 2012 battleground
state; boasts an impressive fund-raising track
record; and has a unique perspective as a
working mother and a cancer survivor that
connects her to female voters.

Debbie Wasserman Schultz 52nd Chair of the
Democratic National Committee
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To avoid the Republican policies that she said
have "failed America over and over and over
again," Democrats need to support the
president's agenda, institute the best
organization and hold Republicans accountable
for their agenda. "Republicans will throw
everything they have at us. Fortunately, our
everything is better. We know a little
something about 'yes, we can,' but
Republicans seem to be stuck on 'no, we
can't."™

One of her goals is to make sure voters know
"what Democrats have done for them and
what Republicans have done against them."

The Largo club has extended speaking
invitations to Wasserman Schultz several
times -when she was “just” a congresswoman
beloved by the Democratic rank and file for her
aggressive, outspoken advocacy for liberal
points of view and since being named the third
woman DNC chair ever. Hope springs eternal,
as they say.

If you don’t mind traveling to Hollywood,
Florida, you can see her at the State Party’s
June 11 Jefferson-Jackson Dinner.

PINELLAS COUNTY'’S RE-ENERGIZER
BUNNY

As chairman of the Pinellas County DEC's
campaign planning committee, one of Paul
Starr’s priorities is reenergizing grassroots
Democrats for local, state and national 2012
races. His most recent “words of wisdom” to
the county organization:

“Martin Luther King Jr. said, ‘A genuine leader
is not a searcher for consensus but a molder of
consensus.’

"I have spoken about the importance of
securing the independent vote and how we
must do this not by sacrificing our ideals, but

by demonstrating that our ideals are the true
American ideals, and how the state party
wants us to focus on neighbor to neighbor
campaigning.

“Last month George Gonzales (a 2008
candidate for the state House from District 54)
talked about how we must reach out to our
neighbors, talk to our neighbors, show them
that “you and your family have something in
common with their struggles.” That is how we
become molders of consensus. When we
reach out to our fellow Democrats, to the
independents, to the disillusioned Republicans
to share our vision for a better tomorrow; then
we become the leaders Dr King spoke of.

“Dr. King also said, ‘In the end we will not
remember the words of our enemies, but only
the silence of our friends.” The unions are our
friends and we must not be remembered for
our silence. We must stand up and fight for
their rights, the same as they have stood up
and fought for ours. We must stop talking
about outreach and begin reaching out. We
must share our vision for tomorrow, and we
must do so today.

“We must pick up the torch of fair treatment
that our union brothers have carried for so
long. We must speak the truth about what is
happening in America. We must stand up in
unity and say ‘what they do to our brother,
they do to us all.” We must fight, not for what
is easy, but for what is right. We must
become the genuine leaders that Dr King
spoke of.

“Now is the time for action. Tomorrow never
comes, so we must begin tonight. When our
union brothers call for action, stand up and say
‘Here I am, send me.’

“We are Democrats. That's what we do.”

Club News

Charlie Justice Speaks at April Meeting

Former state senator and 2010 U.S. Congress
candidate Charlie Justice gave his take on the
legislative session at the club’s April meeting,
followed by a Q and A that included quizzing
about his future political plans. If he’s

decided, he’s keeping the answer close to his
vest.

Like all of us, he’s still shaking his head at the
GOP’s shameless rush to push through their
own agenda regardless of what’s in Florida’s
best interest.
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Former State Senator Charlie Justice was featured
speaker at the April Club meting

Photo by Heidi Sanchez

Annual Picnic Set for Oct. 15

Plans are already afoot for a follow-up to last
year’s Old-Fashioned Campaign Rally Picnic.
It’s been set for Oct. 15 at Largo’s Taylor Lake
Park and Theresa Fedorczyk has agreed to
chair once again. Mark your calendars.
Politicians, music, hamburgers, hot dogs and
lots of Democratic covered dishes are on the
agenda.

STATE CHAIR HEADLINES DEM
WOMEN ON THE MOVE EVENT

Pinellas County’s Democratic Women on the
Move are hoping an appearance by Rod Smith,
chairman of the Florida Democratic Party - the
first in the area since he was elected in
January - will generate excitement and
enthusiasm for the 2012 election season.

Rod Smith, chairman of the Florida Democratic Party

The former state senator, Alex Sink’s running
mate and one-time gubernatorial candidate
was the keynote speaker at an April 7 dinner
at the Bardmoor Golf and Tennis Club in Largo.
The Tallahassee triumvirate of Rick Scott/
Dirty Hari/Dean Cannon provided plenty of red
meat for the appreciative crowd.

Largo Commission Candidate Michael Smith, Belleair
Beach Commissioner Wanda Schwerer, Belleair Bluffs
Vice Mayor & Commissioner Jack Nazario, Belleair Bluffs
Commissioner Joe Barkley

Photo by Mary Lou Ambrose

FUN RAISING AND FUND RAISING

The Pinellas DEC kicked off the 2012 Fun
Raising/Fund Raising season with a dance April
9 at the Gulfport Casino. According to Karen
Hodgen, PCDEC vice chair and one of the
event coordinators, a good start was made at
“building our war chest so we can be prepared
for 2012.”

e RS

Club President Rich Piper and

Dancing with the Stars:
First Lady Theresa.
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Democrats from around the county cut a mean rug at the
dance at the Gulfport Casino, including Bob Pictor,
Theresa Fedorczk and Nina Hayden.

Largo club secretary Mary Lou Ambrose, spouse, club
member and Belleair Commissioner Joe Barkley, and
newly elected club director Lodewijk van den Berg enjoy
the evening.

Protestors Give Brandes Failing
Grades

On Tuesday, May 10, progressive activists
associated with "Awake the State” gathered at
the district offices of Florida House District 52
Representative Jeff Brandes to protest the just
ended Florida Legislative Session that may go
down as the worst and most anti-middle class,
anti-worker session in Florida history.

The 125 or so sign wavers who turned out for
the Awake the State rally didn't get to present
their giant report card filled with D's and F's
for Brandes' votes on environmental
regulations, workers and unions, consumers'
rights and voters' rights. When reached by
phone, he told a reporter he was still in

Tallahassee wrapping up from the just-ended
legislative session.

STAT 3

Some of the activists and signs in front of Brandes offices

Club Member Doug Hickman holds the report card that
was to be presented to Brandes who closed his office and
sent his staff home to avoid the protestors.

. L, """T,."“‘_ .
Protestors included union members, teachers, pro-choice
activists and Democratic Party activists.
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N5 BRANDES
VOTES FOR

“LEGALIZED
BRIBERY”
(Leadership
Slush Funds)

®"% FIGHT=FLORIDA
-

: www.FightForFlorida.com
Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club members Rich Piper,
Doug Hickman and Wanda Schwerer protest outside the
St. Pete office of Republican freshman state Rep. Jeff
Brandes.

Club member Janet Dowell and her mother brought

signs to the protest.  All photos by Heidi Sanchez

Tarpon Springs Kicks Off Pinellas
Dems Picnic Season

Mary Freeman, president of the Pinellas
County Democratic Women’s Club, Janet
Goen, state president of the Democratic
Women , and Largo club board member Ginny
Nelson at the May 1 Tarpon Springs
Democratic Club picnic that celebrated Youth
and Unions.

Mary Freeman, Janet Goen and Ginny Nelson
Kathleen Jamison

photo by

A Club Community Service Project

Chris Jamison, Vernon Bryant, Geneva Waters, Amy
Dyson, Ginny Nelson, Rod and Elizabeth Snedeker in the
kitchen of the Greater Ridgecrest YMCA as they prepare
plates of chicken wings, celery and cookies for Brenda’s
Kids, the 40 or so middle and high school aged teens who
meet once a week for fun, food and inspiration.

Photo by Kathleen Jamison

This is the second time club members have
participated. Last year, we helped the
youngsters write letters to President Obama,
which we forwarded to the White House. They
were thrilled to get individual responses a few
weeks later.
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LETTERS and OPINIONS

Opinions

ART OF POLITICAL MESSAGING. OR IS IT
A SCIENCE?

By Lodewijk van den Berg
Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club
Board of Directors

Everybody talks about messages and how to
get them out. During the past few months I
have heard much talk about messaging, but
very few concrete statements and plans. So I
have decided to start from scratch and see
what I can get together and possibly
contribute to the discussion among Democrats
as we prepare for the 2012 elections.

Types of Messages

The way I see it, there are basically two types
of messages: Philosophical messages, for
example social justice, the economy, health
care, employment stability, tax policies,
education, discrimination, women’s rights,
energy policy. These messages are useful for
longer presentations, especially to an audience
that is already like-minded.

Then there are talking points: essentially
concise, to-the-point messages that are useful
in short-duration exchanges as in interviews,
debates and advertisements. These could be
about issues such as jobs, budget deficit,
national debt, employment, unions, law
enforcement, drug policy, right to choose,
development rules, cost of military
deployments, investments in research,
educational issues, space policy, or whatever
is important at the time.

No matter what the questions are, one should
always come back to the talking point. Watch
interviews with effective politicians - there is
no doubt what their message is. They stay “on
message” and it doesn’t really matter what
questions they are asked; they always come
back to their message.

Of course, time and thought must be put into
developing strong messages and carefully
choosing the language.

A candidate’s message will not get out unless
he or she makes sure it does. This doesn’t
mean you ignore everything else, nor does it
mean you repeat the same lines ad-nauseam.
It does mean that you will find opportunities to
discuss your talking points.

Preparing to Run

Candidates for office should take stock of their
own strengths and weaknesses and of the
political issues they want to use in their
campaign. They should be thoroughly informed
about all aspects and issues of the office for
which they are a candidate so that they can
easily use them in discussions, answer
guestions with facts, and develop talking
points.

Candidates should also inform themselves
about an opponent’s stand on issues, voting
record if there is one, his or her strengths and
weaknesses. They should always be prepared
to answer an opponent's statements with
facts.

Information Data Base

In order to develop a critical set of messages,
it will be necessary to assemble a relevant
database for each candidate. This database
should include the following information:

1. Publications in the press or transcripts of
media interviews that discuss issues of
national, statewide or local interest, especially
those pertaining to the office sought by the
candidate.

2. The position of the Democratic national,
state or local party on these issues.

3. The position of his/her opponent on these
issues.

4. Questions raised by constituents and the
response of the candidate to these questions.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Kudos to Lodewijk, a fairly
recent club member and new to the board, for
articulating points that should be considered
by every Democratic candidate. Anyone
wishing to add to the discussion can forward
thoughts to kathleenjamison@hotmail.com for
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the next issue of the newsletter or to
largodemocrats.com for the club’s website.

EDITORIAL COMMENTS

Things I wish I'd said, but am glad somebody
did.

Compiled by Kathleen Jamison

GOP’s Radical Agenda

“The 2011 Florida Legislature will go down in
history as the most radical ever. Members are
ramming through all items on the GOP wish
list without any serious debate. We are told
that these things are needed to improve the
economy. How does limiting the right to
register voters or allowing people less time to
vote early help the economy? And I'm not sure
how 18 bills targeting women and their
reproductive rights are beneficial to the
economy either. Or bills to deregulate the
insurance industry and allow rates to sky
rocket.

“Thankfully, all of the members of the
Legislature will have to run for election in 2012
because of redistricting. Send them back to
the private sector before it's too late for
Florida.”

Some Good News

Thanks to a Leon County judge, the state’s
minimum wage will increase by six cents an
hour to $7.31 on June 1. He ruled that the

state had been miscalculating the rate.

Naturally the governor was “disappointed” in
the decision, but has said he won't appeal it.

Legalizing Bribery

If members of the Legislature hope to get
away with brazenly legalizing “leadership
funds” that allow them to accept unlimited
contributions from those seeking favorable
treatment, “then the people of Florida should
spend the next year and a half making them
regret it,” wrote St. Pete Times columnist
Howard Troxler.

Among those voting yes - and let’s write their
names in red ink somewhere prominent so we
don’t forget - were Reps. Jim Frishe, Larry
Ahern, Jeff Brandes, Ed Hooper, Peter Nehr
and Sen. Jack Latvala.

From a Times editorial: “For all the talk about
doing things differently in Tallahassee, state
leaders finalized next year’s state budget the
way it almost always has been done: in secret,
with leaders getting what they want,
regardless of what’s in Florida’s best interest.
Gov. Rick Scott, who claimed during his
campaign that he would be different and not
succumb to the Tallahassee machine, now
looks like a poser.”

A Party Goes Astray

I have been a Republican since I voted for
Gerald Ford in 1976. The Florida Republican
Party in particular and the national party in
general have forced me to re-evaluate. The
only members of society the Republican Party
represents are big business and the rich.

Shame on my party.
Discouraging Voting

If the Tallahassee Republicans thought the
people really supported their issues, they
would encourage everyone to vote and they
would draw competitive districts so that votes
cast would truly endorse a specific platform of
ideas. Instead, they would rather use Big
Government to hinder voters and limit
competition.

Legislature Shows No Love for Children

In a Times op-ed piece, David Lawrence Jr.,
president of the Children’s Movement of
Florida, wrote that he had many meetings with
the governor, Mike Haridolopos, Dean Cannon
and other key legislators to discuss five
priority issues — health insurance for all
children, screening and treatment for children
who may have special needs, improving
Florida’s voluntary pre-K program, high-quality
mentoring and high-quality parent skill-
building. “Every time I was told, ‘We are with
you.’

“They may ignore us this session, but they
will not be able to ignore us in the future.
Florida’s children deserve to be the state’s
highest priority. They clearly are not that now.
That is shortsighted and just wrong.”
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The More They Do, the Worse It Gets

So much depressing and/or hilarious political

stuff to write about, so little time. Share your

own favorites with the newsletter at
kathleenjamison@hotmail.com.

More next issue! With all the crazy GOP
presidential candidates coming out of the

For Your Information

Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club Board of

woodwork, you know we’re going to have
some fun. (Hope it's not true that Howard
Troxler is packing it in. He's Florida’s answer
to Jon Stewart as one of the slyest, savviest
political commentators around. That's my
opinion and I'm sticking to it!)

Please send submissions to newsletter editor,
Kathleen Jamison, at Editor@largodemocrats.com

If you don't wish to receive this newsletter, let Editor

Kathleen Jamison know. She will also be happy to add more
folks to our newsletter email list. (Please forward to anyone
you know who may be interested in what we do and how to

Directors

President Vice President
Rich Piper Lois Fries
resident@largodemocrats.com

Secretary Treasurer

Mary Lou Ambrose Elizabeth Snedeker

Admin@largodemocrats.com
Director/webmaster

Wanda Schwerer
Admin@largodemocrats.com

Director

Director
Mary Ellen Lansburg,

Director/photograp

Samantha Ingram her

Heidi Sanchez
Director Director
Lodewijk van den Berg, Ginny Nelson
Director Director/newsletter
Deb Anderson editor

Kathleen Jamison
Outreach Coordinator Director

Charlotte Maas

All of the officers were elected February, 2011, to serve until
their term ends in February 2013.

Additional contact information is available on
www.largodemocrats.com - click on Opinions and Letters

What Do We Include in the Newsletter?

It's clear that we Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic Club
members are an interested, involved, informed - and
opinionated - bunch. And providing a forum for all
that "good stuff" is an important function of our
newsletter. The Board encourages articles and letters
to the editor.

This newsletter is created by volunteers who make
every attempt to publish factual information, and who
encourage the free exchange of information and
opinions. It should include input from all of us.
However, the opinions and viewpoints expressed by
contributors may not necessarily reflect those of the
club.

CHANGE, YES WE CAN!

join.) Her address is newsletter@largodemocrats.com.

Why Join the Largo-Mid-Pinellas
Democratic Club

The club provides a variety of ways to stay
informed and involved in local, county, state and
national political discussions. But we’re not just
about talk. We will be part of the action in finding
the best candidates and getting them elected, as
well as supporting the most important causes. We
will write letters, make phone calls, knock on doors,
register voters, and whatever else it takes to bring
change to our communities, our county and our
state. But, just as important, we also want to make
time to enjoy each other’s company and celebrate
each other’s efforts at social events throughout the
year. Grassroots politics is effective and fun!

As a member of the Largo/Mid-Pinellas Democratic
Club you can:

e Meet other active Democrats

e Meet and get to know your elected officials
and potential candidates

e Raise funds and work for candidates
e Participate in community service projects

e Hear speakers and discuss issues of local,
state and national importance

e Attend special events and monthly meetings.

e For membership information, email
administrator@largodemocrats.com

For membership information, email
Admin@largodemocrats.com
ANNUAL DUES ARE JUST $10
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